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THE OFFERINGS OF THE PRINCES—AC- 
EP TED BY TS LORD. 


4 * 


ND it came to paſs, on the day that 

: Moſes had fiilly ſet up the tabernacle 

and the altar,' and all the veſſels thereof, 

and ſanctified them, 

That the princes of Ifrael who were over 
them that were numbered, offered. 

And they brought their offering before 
the Lord, fix covered waggons, and twelve 
oxen; a waggon for two of the princes, and 
for each one an ox: and they brought them 
before the tabernacle. 

And Moſes took the waggons and * 
oxen, and gave them unto the Levites. 

And the princes offered: for. dadivdring of 
the altar, in the day that it was anointed, 
even the princes offered their offering before 
the altar. | 
Vol. II. B And 
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2 DEDICATION OF THE TABERNACLE—ox 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, They ſhall 
olfer their offering, each prince on his day, 
for the dedicating of the altar. 

And each prince offered, one ſilver 
charger, one ſilver bowl, one golden ſpoon, 
one young bullock, one ram, one lamb of 
the firſt year for a burnt-offering. 

One kid of the goats for a ſin- offering. 

And for a ſacrifice of peace-offerings, two 
oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of 
th- firſt year. 

This. was the dedication of the altar, in 
the day that it was anointed, by the princes, 


of Iſrael : twelve chargers of ſilver, twelve 


filver bowls, twelve ſpoons of gold : 

All the ſilver veſſels weighed. two thouſand 
four hundred ſhekels, N the gold of the 
ſpoons one hundred and twenty ſhekels. 

And: when Moſes was gone into, the ta- 


bernacle of the congregation, to ſpeak wich 


him; then he heard the voice of one ſpeak- 
ing unto him from off the mercy-ſeat that 


was upon the ark of teſtimony, from be- 


tween the two cherubims: and he ſpake 
unto him. | 
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THE PRINCE'S OFFERINGS. 3 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


When every thing was compleatly in order, the 
princes of the people advanced with great ſolemnity to 
preſent their offerings; without doubt they accompa- 
nied them with the moſt lively expreſſions of joy and 
thankfulneſs. I need not repeat to you, my dear, 
what their offerings were, nor inform you of the uſes 
to which they were applicd, and ſhall only remark, 
that theſe princes have left an example to all perſons 
who are placed in exalted ſtations, to be foremoſt in 
acts of piety, and ready to part with ſome of their riches 
for the ſervice of God. I have already told you, that 
Chriſtians are not required to obſerve: ſuch a variety 
of cercmonials as the Iſraelites did, becauſe our reli- 
gion is of a more ſpiritual nature: but if we diſtribute 
money to relieve the diſtreſſes of the poor and needy, 
clothe the naked, feed the hungry, comfort the afflict- 
ed, theſe. actions will be eſteemed hy Gov as accept- 
able ſacrifices ; and thoſe who are bleſſed. with afflu- 


ence may always find occaſions to perform them, ba- 


cauſe ©* the poor will never ceaſe out of the land.” 

As you do not know any thing about ſhekels, I muff 
inform you that the ſilver chargers or diſhes weighed 
about ſixty ounces, the bowls about thirty-five ounces, 
and the golden ſpoons about five ounces a- piece. 

It pleaſed the Lox p to afſure Moſes. of his accept- 
ance of theſe offerings, by ſpeaking to him, as He had 
promiſed, from the mercy-ſcat. 
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THE PASSOVER KEPT—A CLOUD GUIDETH 


THE nt gore e oe BLESSING. 


ND the LoRD ſpake unto Moſes i in the 


wilderneſs of Sinai, in the firſt month 


of the ſecond year, after they were come out 
of the land of Egypt, ſaying, | 

Let the children of Iſrael alſo keep the 
paſſover at his appointed ſeaſon. 

And Moſes ſpake unto the children of 
Iſrael, that they ſhould keep the paſſover. 
And they kept the paſſover on the four- 


teenth day of the firſt month at even, in the 


wilderneſs of Sinai: according to all that the 


Lozxp commanded Moſes, ſo did the children 


of Iſrael. 

And on. the day that the tabernacle was 
reared up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, 
namely, the tent of the teſtimony : and at 
even there was upon the tabernacle as it were 


the appearance of fire, until the morning. 


So it was alway : the cloud covered it by 


day, and the appearance of fire by night. 
. . = a And | 
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THE PASSOVER KEPT. 5 
And when the cloud tarried long upon the 
tabernacle; then after that, the children of 
Iſrael journeyed: and in the place where the 
cloud abode, there the children of Iſrael 
pitched their tents. 1 

At the commandment of the Loxp they 
reſted in the tents, and at the commandment 
of the Lox p they journeyed : they kept the 
charge of the Lorp, at the commandment 
of the LoR D by the hand of Moſes. 

And it came to paſs on the twentieth day 
of the ſecond month, in the ſecond year, that 
the cloud was taken up from off the taber- 
nacle of the teſtimony. 

And the children of Iſrael took their jour- 
nies out of the wilderneſs of Sinai; and the 
cloud reſted in the wilderneſs of Paran. 

And they firſt took their journey, accord- 
ing to the commandment of the LoRD 4 
the hand of Moſes. | / 

And Moſes ſaid unto Hobab, the ſon of 
Raguel the Midianite, Moſes' father in law, 
We are journeying unto the place of which 
the Logp ſaid, I will give it you: come thou 
with us, and we will do thee good : for the 
Lonp hath ſpoken good concerning Iſrael. - 
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6 MOS E S' BLESSING. 

And he ſaid unto him, I will not go; but 
] will depart to mine own land, and to my 
kindred. 

And he ſaid, Leave us not, 1 pray thee; 


8 as thou knoweſt how we are to 
encamp in che wilderneſs, and thou mayeſt 


be to us inſtead of eyes. 


And it ſhall be, if thou go with us, yea, 


it ſhall be, that what goodneſs the Log 
ſhall do unto us, the ſame will we do unto 
thee. | 

And they departed from the mount of the 
Lord three days journey: and the ark of the 
covenant of the Loxp went before them in 
the three days journey, ta ſearch out a reſt- 


ing- place for them. 
And the cloud of the Log was upon. 


them by day, when they went out of the 
camp. b \ ; 

And it came to paſs when the ark ſet for- 
ward, that Moſes ſaid, Riſe up Loxp, and 
let thine enemies be ſcattered: and let them 
that hate thee, flee before thee. | 


And when it reſted, he faid, Return, O 


Lon, unto the many thouſands of Iſrael. 
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THE PASSOVER — 7 
ANNOTATIONS AND ' REFLECTIONS. 


] have already ag rie to you my dear, the cere- 
mony of the paſſover: * you know the Iſraelites eat it in 
great haſte in the land of Egypt; but in the wilderneſs 
they were able to celebrate it with more compoſuxe of 


mind, and had time to explain to their children the 


origin of this inſtitution. Surely, when they reflected 
what a wonderful year the laſt had been to them; how 
miraculouſly they were aſſiſted and delivered from dan- 
gers, they muſt entertain the moſt exalted ſentiments of 
the goodneſs of Gop! You find that all their move- 
ments were regulated by him; for when the-pillar of 
the cloud reſted, they pitched their tents, and remained 
in that place, till it gave the ſignal for their departure; 
and that they might ſeeit at all times, what was a cloud 
by day, aſſumed the appearance of fire by night. How 
careful was Gob of his people!“ who, if left to them- 
ſelves, would certainly have gone aſtray : nor are we 
chriſtians leſs indebted to His Provipence, Which 
protects us from numberleſs dangers and diſtreſſes. 
We ſhould therefore ſtudiouſly endeavour to avail our- 
ſelves of His Holy Wor, which will afford as clear 
a light to our minds in the way to Heaven, as the pillar 
of fire did to the eyes of the Iſraelites in their journey 


towards the land of Canaan. 


It is not certainly known, whether Hobab was the 
ſame perſon formerly mentioned by the name of Jethro, 
or a ſon of his; however, that is not material; the 
invitation which Moſes gave him, was a proof of the 


8 Vol. I. Sect. 31. 
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8 MOSES BLESSING. 


benevolence of his diſpoſition, and of his defire to do 
good offices to all his friends. 

The. Iſraelites now departed from the Holy 3 
to ſome conſiderable diſtance, but the Ar, of the Lord 
went before, zo fee out (that is, to point out to the preple) 
a reſting place under the particular direction of God. 

Moſes you find always offered up prayers, at the re- 
moving or reſting of the ark, which is an example to 
us to preſent our petitions to Gop on all occaſions, not 
only for ourſelves, but the many thouſands of our fel- 
low-creatures, 3 


e. 


o do 


alu 
Lord 
ple) 


bc 


e re- 
2 $38 
e to 
not 
fel- 


T. 


r N | [ g 1 


8 EU. . 


Tax BURNING AT . TABERAH—MURMUR- 
INGS acainsT MOSES—MANNA LOATHED. 


ND when the people complained, it 
diſpleaſed the Lox D: and the Loxo 
heard it ; and his anger was kindled; and 
the fire of the Loxp burnt among them, and 
conſumed them that were in the uttermoſt 
parts of the camp. | 
And the people cried unto Moſes; and 
when Moſes prayed unto the Lok, the fire 


was quenched. F 
And he called the 1 name of the Have Ta- 


berah: becauſe the fire of the LoRD burnt 
among them. | 

And the mixt multitude that was among 
them fell a luſting? and the children of 
Iſrael alſo wept again, and faid, Who ſhall 
give us fleſh to eat? 

We remember the fiſh which we aid eat 
in Egypt freely : the cucumbers, and the 
melons, and the lecks, and the onions, and 
the garlick. 


Ss -: | But 


1 


Zr 


ANNA LOATHE D. 


10 


Bu ul is dried away; and there 
is nothing at all, beſides this manna before 
our eyes. \ 

And the manna was as coriander-ſeed, 


and the colour thereof as the colour of bdel- 


hum. | 
And the people wen about, and gathered 
it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a 
mortar, and baked it in pans, and made 
cakes of it: and the taſte of it was as the 
taſte of freſh oil. 
And when the dew fell upon the camp in 
the night, the manna fell upon it. 


Then Moſes heard the people weep 


throughout their families, every man in the 
door of his tent: and the anger of the Lox D 
was kindled greatly; Moſes alſo was diſ- 
pleaſed. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the Lorp, Where- 


fore haſt thou afflicted thy ſervant ? and 


wherefore have I not found favour in thy 
fight, that thou layeſt the burden of all this 
people upon me? 

Whence ſhould I have fleſh to give unto 
all this people? for they weep unto me, ſay- 


ing, Give us feln that we may eat. 


I am 
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MOSES COMPLAINETH. mn 

I am not able to bear all this people _— 
becaufe it is too heavy for me. 

And if thou deal thus with me, kill n me, I 
pray these out of hand, if I have found favour 
in thy fight; and let me not ſee N wreteh- 

edneſs. | 

And the Lotp ſaid nt Moſes, Gather 
unto me ſeventy men of the elders of Iſrael, 
whom thou: knoweſt-to be the elders of the 
people, and officers over them; and bring 
them unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, that they may ſtand there with thee, 
And] will come down and talk with thee 
there: and I will take of the ſpirit which is 
upon thee, and will put it upon them; and 
they ſhall beat the burden of the people with 
thee, that thou bear it not thyſelf alone. 

And ſay thou unto' the people, ſanctify 
yourſelves againſt to morrow, and ye ſhall eat 
fleſh (for you have wept in the ears of the 
Lord, ſaying, Who ſhall give us fleſh to 
cat? for it was well with us in Egypt) there- 
fore the Loxp will give you fleſh, and ow 
ſhall eat. 

Ye ſhall not eat one day, nor two aays, 
nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty 
days, | 
B 6 Bus 
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But even a whole month; until it come out 


at your noſtrils, and it be lothſome unto you: 


becauſe that you have deſpiſed the Loxo which 


is among you, and have wept before him 


ſaying, Why came ve forth out of Egypt? 


And Moſes ſaid, The people amongſt 


whom J am, are ſix hundred thouſand foot- 


men; and thou haſt ſaid I will give them 


fleſh, that they may eat a whole month. 


Shall the flocks and the herds be ſlain for 


them, to ſuffice them? or ſhall all the fiſh 
of the ſea be gathered together for them, to 
fuffice them ? 

And the LoRp ſaid unto Moſes, . the 
Loxp's hand waxed ſhort? thou ſhalt ſee 
now whether my word ſhall come to __ 
unto thee, or not, 

And Moſes went out and told the people 
the words of the Lorp, and gathered the 
ſeventy men of the elders of the people, and 
ſet them round about the tabernacle. 

And the Lorb came down in a cloud, 
and ſpake unto him, and took of the ſpirit 
that was upon him, and gave it unto the 
ſeventy elders: and it came to paſs that when 
the ſpirit reſted upon them, they propheſied, 


and did not ceaſe, 


But 


G 


 QUAILS! SENT: - x3 
But there remained two of the men in the 
camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and 
the name of the other Medad: and the ſpirit 
reſted upon them (and they were of them 
that were written, but went not out unto the 
tabernacle) and they propheſied in the camp. 


And there ran a young man, and told 
Moſes, and ſaid, Eldad and Medad do om 


pheſy in the camp. 


And Joſhua the ſon of Nun, the Se 
of Moſes, one of his young men, anſwered 


and ſaid, My lord Moſes, forbid them. 


And Moſes ſaid unto him, Envieſt thou for 
my ſake? would to God that all the Loxp's 
people were prophets, and that the Lon 
would put his ſpirit upon them. 

And Moſes gat him into the camp, he and 
the elders of Iſrael. 

And there went forth a wind from the 
Lord, and brought quails from the fea, and 


let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's 


journey on this ſide, and as it were a day's 
journey on the other ſide, round about the 


camp, and as it were two cubits bh upan 
the face of the earth. 


And the people ſtood up all that day, and 


all that night, and all the next day, and they 
gathered 


ing, Give us fleſh, that we may eat. 


10 MANN A LOAT HEV. 


But now our ſoul is dried away; and there 
is nothing at all, beſides this manna before 
our eyes. 

And the manna was as coriander-ſeed, 
and the colour thereof as the colour of bdel- 
hum. 

And the people went about, and gathered 
it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a 
mortar, and baked it in pans, and made 
cakes of it : and the taſte of it was as the 
taſte of freſh oil. 

And when the dew fell upon the camp in 
the night, the manna fell upon 1t. 


Then Moſes heard the people weep 


throughout their families, every man in the 


door of his tent: and the anger of the Lox p 


was kindled greatly; Moſes alſo was diſ- 
pleaſed. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the Loxrp, Where- 
fore haſt thou afflicted thy ſervant? and 


wherefore have I not found favour in thy 


Gght, that thou layeſt the burden of all this 
people upon me? 

Whence ſhould I have fleſh to give unto: 
all this people? for they weep unto me, ſay- 


I am 


MOSES COMPLAINETH. rt 


I am not able to bear all this people alone, 
becaufe it is too heavy for me. 

And if thou deal thus with me, kill n me, I 
pray thee out of hand, if I have found favour' 
in thy fight; and let me not ſee ny wretch- 
edneſs. 

And the Lond ſaid unto Moſes, Gather 
unto me ſeventy men of the elders of Iſrael, 
whom thou knoweſt-to be the elders of the 
people, and officers over them; and bring 
them unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, that they may ſtand there with thee. 

And I will come down and talk with thee 
there: and J will take of the ſpirit which is 
upon thee, and will put it upon them; and 
they ſhall bear the burden of the people with 
thee, that thou bear it not thyſelf alone. 

And ſay thou unto the people, ſandtify 
yourſelves againſt to morrow, and ye ſhall eat 
fleſh (for you have wept in the ears of the 
Lon, ſaying, Who ſhall give us fleſh to 
eat? for it was well with us in Egypt) there- 
fore the Lord will give you fleſh, and 15 
mall eat. 

Ye ſhall not eat one day, nor two days, 
nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty 
days, 
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But even a whole month, until it come out 


at your noſtrils, and it be lothſome unto you: 


becauſe that you have deſpiſed the Loxo which 


is among you, and have wept before him 


ſaying, Why came we forth out of Egypt? 


And Moſes ſaid, The people amongſt 


whom I am, are ſix hundred thouſand foot- 


men; and thou haſt ſaid I will give them 


fleſh, that they may eat a whole month. 


1 Shall the flocks and the herds be ſlain for 
them, to ſuffice them? or ſhall all the fiſh 


of the ſea be gathered together for them, to 
ſuffice them? 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Is wh 
Loxy's hand waxed ſhort? thou ſhalt ſee 
now whether my word ſhall come to a 
unto thee, or not, 

And Moſes went out and told the people 
the words of the Lorp, and gathered the 
feventy men of the elders of the people, and 
ſet them round about the tabernacle. | 

And the LorD came down in a cloud, 
and ſpake unto him, and took of the ſpirit 
that was upon him, and gave it unto the 


ſeventy elders: and it came to paſs that when 


the ſpirit reſted upon them, they propheſied, 
and did not ceaſe, 


But 


—_— — — pe — : 
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But there remained two of the men in the 
camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and 
the name of the other Medad: and the ſpirit 
reſted upon them (and they were of them 
that were written, but went not out unto the 
tabernacle) and they propheſied in the camp. 


And there ran a young man, and told 


Moſes, and ſaid, Eldad and Medad do Ky 
pheſy in the camp. 

And Joſhua the ſon of Nun, the rade 
of Moſes, one of his young men, anſwered 
and ſaid, My lord Moſes, forbid them. | 

And Moſes ſaid unto him, Envieſt thou for 
my ſake? would to God that all the Loxp's 
people were prophets, and that the Loxn 
would put his ſpirit upon them. | 

And Moſes gat him into the camp, he and 
the elders of Iſrael. 

And there went forth a wind from the 
Lond, and brought quails from the fea, and 
let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's 
Journey on this ſide, and as it were a day's 
Journey on the other ſide, round about. the 
camp, and as it were two cubits wg n 


the face of the earth. 
And the people ſtood up all that day, and 


all that night, and all the next day, and they 
gathered 


— 


4 A GREAT: Laa. 


gathered the quails : he that gathered leaſt, 
gathered ten homers : and they ſpread them 
all abroad for themſelves round about the 
camp. 

And while the geſh was yet t ben their 
teeth, ere it. was chewed; the wrath of the 
LorD was kindled againſt the people, and 
the Lon ſmote the people with a very g great 
plague. | 

And he called the name of that re, 
Kibroth-hattaavah : becauſe there they bu- 
ried the people that luſted. 

And the people journeyed from Kibroth- 
hattaavah, unto Hazeroth : and abode at 
Hazeroth. | 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The ſpirit of diſcontent by which the people had 
formerly offended Gov, ſubſided for a time, whillt they 
were employed and amuſed with the work of the ta- 
bernacle; but at length broke out again. I have re- 
peatedly pointed out to you, my dear, how finful this 
kind of behaviour is, and am fure your own mind muſt 
condemn the Iſraelites, and acknowledge the juſtice of 
Gop, in bringing plagues upon them; the particular 
orime for which they were at this time puniſhed, was, 
their being unſatisfiedl with wholeſome food, and long- 
ing for dainties: this ſhewed great ſenſuality of diſpo- 

ſition, 


n 
= 


. 


THE SIN OF ISRAEL. i 


ſition, which was particularly blameable in them, as 
they were ſeparated to be a holy nation, bleſſed with a vi- 


ble token of Gop's PRESENCE, and were to be examples 


to the reft of the world; they ſhould therefore have given 
their firſt attention to the improvement of their minds, 
and the duties of religion. 

From this example you may learn, that it is our duty 
to be contented with thoſe things that Gop beſtows ;. 
and that it is very wicked, whilſt we are ſupplied with 
neceſſaries, to deſire any kind of enjoyment which the 
ſtate of life we are placed in by Providence will not ad- 
mit of. 1 

The mixt multitude, were a number of people who 
went with the Iſraelites out of Egypt, and not being of 
the lineage of Jacob, they were not numbered with the 
others. It ſeems to have been by their ſuggeſtions that 
the Iſraelites repined at their condition; but the peo- 
ple of Gop ought not to have aſſociated with thoſe who 
tempted them from their duty, | 

Moſes might well be grieved to the heart, for indeed | 
he had a ſevere trial of his meekneſs and patience, in 
this freſh inſtance of theingratitude of thoſe, for whoſe 
welfare he had laboured with all the folicitude of pa- 
rental affection. We have reaſon to think, that the 
Loxp had compaſſion on him, and forgave the impa- 


= of his remonſtrance, for he immediately leſſened 


is burden, by ordering him aſſiſtants, leaving the 
choice of them to himſelf, and graciouſly promiſing to 
qualify them for the important office, not by withdraw-- 
ing his ſpiritual gifts from Moſes, but by imparting the 
ſame, in ſome degree, to the others; the perſons he 


made choice of were ordered to ſanctify themſelves, and 


then 
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16 THE ELDERS INSPIRED. 


then to declare to the people, the Lok p's intention to 


ſatisfy their craving appetites to the utmoſt. _ 

It ſeems amazing, that Moſes ſhould doubt the abi- 
lity of God, to effect his purpoſe; but you muſt con- 
ſider, that he was not entirely above the infirmities of 
human nature, and that his mind was greatly vexed. 
God certainly knew his moſt ſecret thoughts, and we 
may conclude they were not offenſive to him, or he 
would have made Moſes ſenſible of his diſpleaſure, in- 
ſtead of calmly reminding him of the former proofs of 
Hrs ALm1GHTY power, When the Elders preſented 
themſelves, the Lorp inſpired them with his Hol v 
SPIRIT, which enabled them to perform what their of- 
fice required, and to diſcourſe with the people concerning 
divine matters. The two who are ſaid to have prophe- 
fied in the camp, are ſuppoſed to have declined the 


ſummons of Moſes through modeſty and a ſenſe of un- 


worthineſs; but, being approved by Gov, they exer- 
ciſed the gifts of praying, preaching, and praiſing Gop 


in ſome private tent, with evident marks of divine in- 


ſpiration: Moſes had too much humility to be am- 
bitious of being eminently diſtinguiſhed as he had hi- 
therto been, and was happy that he had aſſiſtants in his 
arduous taſk. 

Obſerve, my dear, the ſad conſequences of defiring 
more than a competency ! The people were indulged 
with abundance of food, beyond their expectations; but 


it proved fatal, for many died with it even in their 


mouths. If Gop had not given it them, they would 
have called his power in queſtion; they now had a 
proof of the folly of deſiring luxurious food, inſtead of 


endeavouring to reſtrain thr appetites within the 


bounds of moderatious 
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AARON AND MIRIAM MURMUR AGAINST 
MOSESMIRIAM PUNISHED. | 


NP W and Aaron ſpake againſt 
Moles. 270 

And they ſaid, Hath the Bon indeed 
ſpoken only by Moſes? hath he not ſpoken 
alſo by us? And the Lord heard it. 

(Now the man Moſes was very meek, 
above all the men which were ere the face 
of the earth) | 

And the Loxp ſpake ſuddenly unto Mo- 
ſes, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, 
Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of 
the congregation. And they three came 
out. F N 

And the Loxp came down in the pillar of 
the cloud, and ſtood in the door of the ta- 
bernacle, and called Aaron and Mn : 


and they both came forth. 


And he ſaid, Hear now my words: If 
there be a prophet among you, I the Loxp 
will make myſelf known unto him in 

| a viſion, 


brought in again. 


is MOSES HONOURED. 
a viſion, and will ſpeak unto him in a 
dream. 


My ſervant Moſes is not fo, who is faith- 
ful in all mine houſe. 


With him will I ſpeak mouth, to mouth, 


even apparently, and not in dark ſpeeches; 
and the ſimilitude of the Lokp ſhall he be- 
hold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to 
ſpeak againſt my ſervant Moſes.? 

And the anger of the Loxp was kindled 
againſt them and he departed. i 

And the cloud departed from off the tabel⸗ 
nacle, and behold Miriam became leprous, 
white as ſnow; and Aaron looked upon Mi- 
riam, and behold, ſhe was leprous. 


And Aaron ſaid unto Moſes, Alas, my 


lord, I beſeech thee, lay not the ſin upon us, 
wherein we have done r and wherein 
we have ſinned, . | | 

And Moſes cried unto FO Loi gi OM 
Heal her now, O Gop, I beſeech thee. 


Ant the Lon p ſaid unto Mofes, Lt her 


be ſhut out from the camp ſeven days, and 
after that let her be received again. And 
the people journeyed not till Miriam was 


ANN. O- 
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AARON'S CON TRITION. . 19 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Aaron and Miriam, were guilty of great impiety to 
God, as well as ingratitude to Moſes, and acted from 
motives of envy and falſe pride, very diſpleaſing to the 
ALMIGHTY, or he would not have inflicted ſuch an ex- 
emplary puniſhment on Miriam. They now learnt from 
God, that they muſt not preſume to ſtand in any com- 
petition with Moſs; for though they were occaſionally 
endued with the gift of prophecy, ſtill he was their ſu- 
perior, on account of his moſt honourable oflice of Gop's 
miniſter, and the Iſraelites mediator; one who had been 
diſtinguiſhed by the peculiar favour of Gov, on account 
of his fidelity to him, and his affegion for the people 
over whom he was appointed a leader. 

Aaron feems to have had an immediate ſenſe of his 
guilt, for he humbled himſelf, and acknowledged his 
fault; at the ſame time intreating Moſes to pray for 
Miriam, which, agreeably to the uſual meekneſs of his 
diſpoſition, he inſtantly complied with; for, lay ing aſide 
anger and reſentment, he addreſſed himſelf to Gop; 
with the utmoſt fervency that brotherly love could ſug- 
geſt, and obtained a mitigation of her puniſhment, 
How amiable was this behaviour of Moſes! 2 27%, 

By © the anger of the Lord being kindled,” perhaps 
is meant that flaſhes of lightning darted from the 
cloudy pillar, expreſſive of Gop's diſpleaſure. 
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SPIES SENT TO SEARCH THE LAND OF 


CANAAN.—THE TESTIMONY OF CALEB 


AND JOSHUA. 


ND when they departed from . 
they came through that great and 
terrible wilderneſs of Paran, as the Lord 


commanded them; and came to Kadiſh 
Barnea; and Moſes ſaid unto them, ye are 


come unto the mountain of the Amorites, 
which the Loxp our Gop doth give unto us. 
Behold the Loxp | your God, hath ſet the 
land before you, Bo up and poſſeſs it, as 
the Lox D Gop of thy fathers hath ſaid unto 
thee: fear not, neither be diſcouraged. 
And they came near unto him every one 


of them, and ſaid, we will ſend men before 
us to ſearch out the land, and bring us word 


again by what way we muſt go up. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes ſaying, 
ſend thou men that they may ſearch the land 
of Canaan, of every tribe ye ſhall ſend a man 
which is a ruler among them. 

And Moſes by the commandment of the 

LokD, 


REPORT OF THE SPIES. 27 


Lox, ſent them, and ſaid, go up into the 
mountain and ſee the land what it is, and 
the Ie that dwelleth therein, whether 
they be ſtrong or weak, few or many. 

So they went up and ſearched the land, 
and came unto the brook of Eſhco]l, and cut 
down from thence a branch with one cluſter 
of grapes, and they bare it between two up- 
on a ſtaff; and they brought of the pome- 
granates, and of the figs. 

And they returned from ſcarching of the 
land after forty days. | 

And they came to Moſes and to Aaron, 
and all the congregation, and ſaid unto them, 

We came unto the land whither thou ſent- 
eſt us, and ſurely it floweth with. milk and 
honey; and this is the fruit of it. 

Nevertheleſs the people be ſtrong that 
dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, 
and very great: and moreover, we ſaw the 
children of Anak there. 

The Amalekites dwell in the land of the 
ſouth; and the Hittites, and the Jebuſites, 
and the Amorites dwell in the mountains: 
and the Canaanites dwell by the ſea, and by 
the coaſt of Jordan. 

And Caleb ſtilled the people before Moſes, 


F | and 


22 THE PEOPLE ALARMED. 


and ſaid, Let us go up at once, and poſſeſs it; 
for we are well able to overcome it. 

But the men that went up with him ſaid, 
we be not able to go up againſt the people, 
for they are ſtronger than we. 

And they brought up an evil report of the 
land which they had ſearched, unto the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſaying, The land through 
which we have gone to ſearch it, is a land 
that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and 

all the people that we ſaw 1 in it, are men of a 
great ſtature. 

And there we ſaw the giants, the ſons of 
Anak, which come of the giants: and we 
were 1n our own fight as graſchoppers, and 
ſo we were in their ſight. - _ 

And all the congregation lifted up their 
voice, and cried; and the people wept that 

night. ; 

Kod all the-children of Iſrael murmured 


whole congregation ſaid unto them, Would 
to Go that we had died in the land of 


wilderneſs. 

And wherefore hath the Loxp brought us. 
unto this land, to fall by the ſword, that our 
wives 


againſt Moſes, and againſt Aaron: and the 


Egypt, or would to Gop we had died in this: 


It 


Nc 
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wives and children ſhould. be a prey? were 
it not better for us to return into Egypt? 

And they ſaid one to another, Let us make 
a captain, and let us return into Egypt. 

Then Moſes and Aaron fell on their faces 
before all the aſſembly of the congregation 
of the children of Iſrael. : 

Then Moſes ſaid unto them, Divas not 
neither be afraid of them. 

The LoRD your Gop which goeth before 
you, he ſhall fight for you, according to all, 
that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes. 

And in the wilderneſs, where thou haſt 
ſeen how that the Log D thy Gop bare thee 
as a man doth bear his ſon, in all the way 
that ye went, until ye came to this place. 

Who went in the way before you to ſearch 
you, out a place to pitch your tents in, in 
fire by night to, ſhew you by what way ye 
ſhould go, and in a cloud by day. 

And Joſhua the ſon of Nun, and Caleb 
the ſon of Jephunneh, which were of them 
that ſearched the land, rent their clothes. 

And, they ſpake unto; all the company of 
the children of Itrael, ſaying, The land which 
we paſſed through to ſearch it, is an exceed- 
ing good land. 
If” 


— 


24 THE FAITHFUL SPIES. 


If the Loxp delight in us, then he will 


bring us into this land, and give it us; a land 
which floweth with milk and honey. 

Only rebel not ye againſt the Lord, nei- 
ther fear ye the people of the land ; for they 
are bread for us: their defence is departed 
from them, and the LoRD is with us: fear 
them not. | 

But all the congregation bade ſtone them 
with ſtones: and the glory of the Loxp ap- 
peared in the tabernacle of the congregation, 
before all the children of Ifrael. 


- "ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Are you not aſtoniſhed, my dear, to find how little 
faith and confidence the people of Iſrael repoſed in the 
providence of Goo? The Lox p had repeatedly aſſured 
them, that they ſhould be effectually eſtabliſhed in * a 
land flowing with milk and honey; that is, abounding 
with all the neceſſaries of life, and he had, even con- 
ducted them by a wvifible toten of His Divine PRE“ 


SENCE, to the borders of it, when, with unpardonable 


ingratitude, they formed a ſcheme by which they meant 


to ſatisfy themſelves whether the land was really worth 


the pains of conqueſt; preferring the witneſs of men, 


to the witneſs of Gop himſelf. | | 
Though it is not expreſsly mentioned, it nn 


that Moſes applied to know the will of the Lox D, who 
permitted him to indulge the wiſhes of the people; and 


he 


* 
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he accordingly ſelected perſons fit for ſuch an enterprize, 
who made a very careful ſcrutiny, and returned at the 
end of forty days, with the moſt ſatisfactory account of 
the product of the land, and a ſpecimen of its fruitful- 
neſs; but in regard to the ſtrength of the country, and 
force of its inhabitants, the ſpies diſagreed in their re- 
port; ten of them aſſerting, that the utmoſt valour and 
Kill of the Iſraelites were inadequate to ſuch an oppo- 
ſition as they would be ſure to meet with, many of the 
natives being giants; ſo that it would be as unreaſon- 


able for them to engage in ſuch a conflict, as for an hoſt 


of graſshoppers to ſet themſelves in array againſt the 
armies of Iſrael. | 

The faith of Moſes and Aaron remained unſhaken, 
and you read that they addreſſed the people with earneſt 
exhortations to remember the promiſes of Gop. Joſhua 
and Caleb, who feared the Lox, and believed in his 


word, were fo affected with the falſe reports of their 


companions, that they gave every demonſtration of ſor- 

row, and endeavoured to ſtill the tumult, perfaading 

the people to rely on Gop ; but as well might they 

have addreſſed the ſtormy waves, as this rebellious ſtub- 

born nation! So fir from liſtening to the kind admoni- 

tions of their leaders, they turned a deaf ear to their 

inſtructions, and would have taken away the lives of 
theſe faithful witneſſes, but that Gop preſerved them 

from the enraged multitude; and to ſtrike the congre- 

eation with awe, he cauſed His Grory to appear in 

the tabernacle, gracioufly condeſcending to deliver Ca- 

leb and Joſhua as a reward of their piety, and an en- 

couragement to their zeal.— But I will no longer pre- | 
vent your purſuing the. hiſtory. | 
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THE PUNISHMENT OF THE ISRAELITES, 


AND THE DEATH OF THE SPIES. 


| ND the Lonp aid v unto Moſes, How 

long will this people provoke me? 

And how 44 will it be ere they believe me, 

for all the ſigns which a have ſnewed among 

them? 

I will ſmite them with the peſtilence, and 

diſinherit them, and will make of thee a 
a greater nation, and mightier than they. 


And Moſes ſaid unto the Loxp, Then 


the Egyptians ſhall hear it (for thou brought- 
eſt up this people in thy might from among 
them) 

And they will tell it to the kits of 
this land; for they have heard that thou 
Lord art among this people, that thou Lozp 
art ſeen face to face, and that thy cloud ſtand- 
eth over them, and that thou goeſt before 
them by day- time in a pillar of a cloud, and 
in a pillar of fire by night. 
| Now 
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Now if thou ſhalt kill all this people, as 
one man; then the nations which have heard 
the fame of thee, will ſpeak, ſaying, 

Becauſe the Lord was not able to bring 
this people into the land which he ſware unto 
them, therefore he hath ſlain them in the 
wilderneſs, 

And now, I beſeech thee, let the power of 
my Lord be great, according as thou haſt 
ſpoken, ſaying, 

Pardon, I beſeech thee, the iniquity of this 
people, according unto the greatneſs of thy 
mercy, and as thou haſt forgiven this Page, 
from Egypt, even until now. 

And the Logo faid, I have pardoned ac- 
cording to thy word: 

But as truly as I live, all hy earth ſhall 
be filled with the glory of the Loxp. 

Becauſe all thoſe men which have ſeen my 


glory, and my miracles which I did in Egypt 


and in the wilderneſs, and have tempted me 
now theſe ten times, and have not heark- 
ened to my voice 
Surely they ſhall not ſee the land which I 
ſware unto their fathers, neither ſhall any of 
them that provoked me, ſee it: 
But my ſervant Caleb, becauſe he had 
CA another 
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another ſpirit with him, and hath followed 


me fully: him will I bring into the land, 
whereinto he went; and his ſeed ſhall ow 


i 


ſeſs it. 

To- morrow turn you, and get you into the 
wilderneſs, by the way of the Red - ſea. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto ae and un- 
to Aaron ſaving, 

How long ſhall I bear with this evil con- 
gregation which murmur againſt me? I have 


heard the murmurings of the children of Iſ- 


rael, which they murmur againſt me. 

Say unto them, As truly as I live, ſaith 
the Lord, as ye have ſpoken in mine ears, 
ſo will I do to you: 

' Your carcaſſes ſhall fall in this wilderneſs; 
and all that were numbered of you, according 
to your whole number, from twenty years 


old and upwards, which have murmured a- 


gainſt me. 
Doubtleſs ye mall not come into the land, 


concerning which I ſware to make you dwell 
therein, fave Caleb the ſon of Jephunneh, 


and Joſhua the ſon of Nun. 


But your little ones, which ye ſaid ſhould 


be a prey, them will I bring in, and they ſhall 
know the land which ye have deſpiſed, 
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DEATH OP THE SPIES. 29. 
But as for you, —— carcaſſes they ſhall 


fall in this wilderne 

And your children ſhall wander in the 
wilderneſs forty years. 
I the Lonkp have ſaid, I will ſurely do it. 
unto all this evil congregation, that are ga- 
thered together againſt me: in this wilder- 
neſs they | ſhall be conſumed, and there they 
{hall die. 

And the men which Moſes ſent to pi 
the land, died by the plague before the 
LoRD, but Joſhua and Caleb lived ſtill. _. 

And Moſes told theſe ſayings unto all the 
children of Iſrael: and the people mourned. 
greatly. 

And they roſe up early in the morning, 
and gat them up into the top of the moun- 
tain, ſaying, Lo, we be here, and will go up 
unto the place which the Lorp hath pro- 
miſed : for we have ſinned. 

And Moſes ſaid, Wherefore now do you 
tranſgreſs the commandment of the Loxp : 
but it ſhall not proſper. | 

Go not up, for the LokD is not among 
you; that ye be not ſmitten before your 
enemies. 

For the Amalekites, and the Canaanites are 
& 3 there 
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there before you, and ye ſhall fall by the ſword: 
becauſe ye are turned away from the Lord : 
therefore the Lok will not be with you. 

But they preſumed to go up unto the hill- 


top; nevertheleſs, the ark of the covenant of 


the Loxp, and Moſes departed not out of 
the camp. | 

Then the Amalekites came down, and the 
Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, and 
ſmote them, and diſcomfited them, even 
unto Hormah. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


There is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that when the GLory 


of the LorD appeared in the tabernacle, Moſes ap- 
proached to learn the divine commands, There is no 


doubt, but that God who ſaw the heart of Moſes, knew 


the reply he would make; but if He had not graciouſly 
condefcended to expoſtulate with him, as you have read; 


the world would never have had this example, nor 


Moſes the ſatisfaction of teſtifying his diſintereſted love 
far the children of Iſrael, by declining the propoſal for 


transferring their inheritance to his poſterity, No 


worldly advantage could make him forget that he was 
the mediator of the people, he therefore ſolicited with 
the utmoſt earneſtneſs, that it would pleaſe Gop to par- 
don their offences, and his prayer was graciouſly re- 
_ ceived; and it pleaſed the Lox» to remit a part of their 
puniſhment, by ſparing their lives, which they had juſtly 
forfeited; but as no encouragement could keep the men 

| of 


ISRAEL REJECTED. 31 


of Iſrael from perpetual rebellions, and they had turned 
their backs on Gop, and deſpiſed his favour ; they were 
for ever excluded from the land of Cannaan. The 
Lon p, ſtill mindful of his covenant to Abraham, Iſaac, . 
and Jacob, transferred the bleſſing to the younger part 
of their poſterity, who were not partakers of the fin of 
their fathers, thus een mercy in the midſt of 
judgment. 

The different fates of the Falſe and true ſpies, is a 
ſtriking proof of the anger and favour of Gov, and cf 
his power to deſtroy and to preſerve the lives of men. 

The repentance of the Iſraelites came too late; the 
irreverſible decree had paſſed from the AtmicurTy, 
and it was in vain to expect he would alter it; they now 
began to think of the value of the land they had before 
deſpiſed, and were eager to obtain the poſſeſſion of it; 
and notwithſtanding Moſes admoniſhed them to the 
contrary, they reſolved to attempt the conqueſt of it, 
but were ſoon convinced of their weakneſs, for the LoR op 
was no longer with them, and they fell a prey to their 
enemies, Moſes, though greatly diſappointed that the 
people were not ſuffered to proceeed to Canaan; like a 
faithful ſervant of the Loxp, ſubmitted with patient 
reſignation, transferring his hopes to a heavenly Canaan, . 
a ſtate of everla/ting reſt and peace. | 

Much uſeful inſtruction may be collected from what 
you have been reading, for however different our ſitua- 
tion may appear from that of the Iſraelites, it reſembles 
it in many particulars. The Almighty Governor of 
the univerſe, has entered into a covenant with us like- 
wiſe, and has promiſed, if we will obey the conditions of 
it, that we ſhall, in a future ſtate, enjoy ny which 
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no tongue can deſcribe, and be Oy free from care, 
pain, and ſorrow. 

The Iſraelites turned their backs on the land of Ca- 
naan, and undervalued the gifts of Gop, for which 
they were deſervedly excluded from the poſſeſſion of 
them. 

Let us jake warning by their example, and keep our 
eee "Fe on the glorious rewards allotted for the 
faithful and obedient, and think no pains too great for 
the attainment of them. 

If the caſe of the Iſraelites was deplorable, who were 


driven from the borders of the promiſed land; what 
muſt ours be, if we forfeit the joys of eternity? Let us 


likewiſe learn, from the puniſhment of the Iſraelites, 


that Gop's bleſſing will not attend us in any enterprize 


that we know is contrary to his holy will; for though 
„e the Lord is long ſuffering, and of great goodneſs,” his 
juſtice will puniſh us at Wo if we repeat our pro- 
vocations. 

There was only one way by which the Iſraelites could 
go with ſafety to the land of Canaan, and the Loxp 
vouchſafed to direct them; under his AL MIGHTY pro- 
reion, they were ſafe from every evil accident, and the 
wicked fled before them. - 

We have only one path to the regions of bliſs, and 
it is marked out to us in the Hol ScrIPTURES; 


continue therefore, my dear child, a faithful follower 


of God, and he will preſerve you and ſettle you be- 


'yond the poſſibility of change, in his glorious FRESENCE, 
where there is fulneſs of joy and pleaſure for evermore. 


SECT. 
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111 


S ( a 


THE DEATH OF KORAH, DATHAN, AND 
ABIRAM—AARON's ROD BUDDETH. 


ND the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, 
ſaying, 

Speak unto the children of Iſrael, and take 
of every one of them a rod according to the 
houſe of their fathers, of all their princes, ac- 
cording to the houſe of their fathers, twelve 
rods: write thou every man's name upon 
his rod, | | 

And thou ſhalt write Aaron's name upon 
the rod of Levi : for one rod ſhall be for the 
head of the houſe of their fathers. 

And thou ſhalt lay them up in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, before the teſti- 
mony, where I will meet with you. 


And it ſhall come to paſs, that the man's 


rod whom I ſhall chooſe, ſhall bloſſom: and 
I will make to ceaſe from me the murmur- 
ings of the children of Iſrael, whereby they 
murmur againſt you. | 


C 5 | And 
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And Moſes ſpake unto the children of 
Iſrael, and every one of their princes gave 


him a rod apiece, for each prince one, ac- 


cording to their fathers houſes, even twelve 


rods, and the rod of Aaron was among their 


rods. 

And Moſes laid up the rods before the 
LoRD, in the tabernacle of witneſs. 

And it came to paſs that on the morrow 
Moſes went into the tabernacle of witneſs; 
and behold, the rod of Aaron for the houſe 
of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, 
and bloomed bloſſoms, and yielded almonds. 

And Moſes brought out all the rods from 
before the Lorp unto all the children of 
Iſrael: and they looked, and took every man 


his rod. 


And the 8 ſaid unto Moſes, Bring 
Aaron's rod again, before the teſtimony, to 
be kept for a token againſt the rebels; and 
thou ſhalt quite take away their murmur- 
ings from me, that they die not. 

And Moſes did fo: as the Loxp com- 
manded him, ſo did he. 

And the children of Iſrael ſpake unto Mo- 


ſes, ſaying, Behold, we die, we periſh, we all 


periſh, 
: Whoſo- 


th 


oſo- 
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Whoſoever cometh any thing near unto 
the tabernacle of the LoxD, ſhall die: ſhall. 
we be conſumed with dying ? 


ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


The diſtinguiſhing honour which it had pleaſed Gop 
for the good of the people in general, to confer on Moſes 
and Aaron, occaſioned envy in the minds of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram: the firſt, was a near relation to 
Moſes. Theſe ſeditious perſons, aſpired to thoſe holy 
offices to which the Loxn had appointed Moſes and 
Aaron; and were deſirous to overturn the government, 
in order to aſſume equal power with Gop's peculiar 
miniſters; they therefore, by artful infinuations, in- 
flamed the minds of many others, who are ſaid to have 
been men of renown, and therefore ought to have en- 
tertained nobler ſentiments. Their number amounted 
to two hundred and fifty princes, who aſſembled to- 
gether, and ſeverely reproached Moſes and Aaron, for 
exalting themſelves above the reſt of the congregation, 
accuſing them of arrogance and injuſtice. 

Moſes was ſo greatly affected with their impiety to 
God, and unkindneſs to thoſe who had laboured with 
unremitting care for their welfare, that he fell on his 
face before them; expreſſing by this action, both ſor- 
row and humility: he calmly remonſtrated with them, 
and deſired that they would leave the proof to Gop; 
requiring them to attend on the morrow, each man witk 
his cenſer in his hand. They readily. acceeded to his 
propoſal, and departed. One would naturally ſuppoſe, 
C 6 that 
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that as Moſes had given them ſo many hours for re- 
flection, they would have recollected how inconſiſtent 


their behaviour was, and declined the trial; but in- 


ſtead of that, they employed the intermediate time in 
perſuading all the congregation to ſupport their claim, 
and at the appointed hour appeared with cenſers in 
their hands, attended by thoſe ungrateful Iſraelites, 
who ſeem to have gladly ſeized every ne for 
expreſſing their murmurs and diſcontent. 

As ſoon as they were come to the door of the e 
nacle, and the princes had laid incenſe on their cen- 
ers, the GLoRY oF. THE LorD appeared, and Gop 
commanded Moſes and Aaron to /eparate themſelves, 
that he might in a moment deſtroy the impious multi- 
tude; but theſe good men, fell on their faces, and in- 
treated the Lord to ſpare the people: The Lord gra- 
ciouſly heard this prayer, but cauſed the earth to open, 
and ſwallow up alive, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; 
and fire came out of the ground, which deſtroyed thoſe 
men who dared to appear before the AL MIGHTY in 
ſuch a cauſe. 

The people were ſtruck with the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion, expecting to ſhare their fate; but the divine com- 
paſſion interpoſed in their behalf, and they were only 
commanded to preſerve the cenſers, which were, as a 
memorial of this wonderful event, afterwards made a 
covering for the altar. 

The behaviour of Moſes and Aaron on this trying 
occaſion, was truly amiable, for they did not ſuffer pri- 
vate reſentment to operate in the leaſt : without doubt, 
they made uic of every argument to remove the unjuſt 
ſuſpicion of the people, and then implored the Loxp 
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to turn. their hearts; but as they were ſo pious, and 
entertained the higheſt veneration for the SUPREME 
BeixG, it was natural to deſire, that Gop might give 
ſome ſignal proof that the prieſthood was really of di- 
vine inſtitution ; otherwiſe, there would have been per- 
petual commotions in the congregation, and the honour 
of Gop would have been continually inſulted. 

I am ſure you will be ſhocked to hear, that there ever 
were people in the world ſo fooliſh and ungrateful as 
the Iſraelites ; but we are told, that on the very next 
morning, the congregation that had been ſo graciouſly 


delivered by the_mercy of Gop, at the interceflion of 


Moſes and Aaron, once more aſſembled with clamour 
and reproach; accuſing them for having (as they ſaid) 
{lain the people of the Logp. The GLorxy or Gop 
again ſhone forth in vindication of his inſulted ſervants, 
who, far from wiſhing for the deſtruction of theſe in- 
conſiderate wretches, as ſoon as they perceived that a 
plague was begun, had immedaate recourſe to the cere- 
mony which Gop had appointed as a means of recon- 
ciliation: Aaron, by the defire of Moſes, took a cenſer 
with ſome of the holy fire from the altar, and made an 
atonement for them; and the Lord graciouſly rewarded 
their benevolent purpoſes, by granting them the heart- 
felt delight, which thoſe exalted minds muſt neceſſarily 
feel, who can pray fer thoſe who deſpitefully uſe them, 
and return good for evil. 

It pleaſed Gop to appoint another monument, to 
commemorate the conteſt between Gop's miniſters and 
theſe pretenders to the prieſthood. There is no doubt, 
but ſufficient care was- taken to prevent colluſion, and 
that every one had marked his Rick or rod, fo as to be 

able 
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able to know it again; they could not therefore diſpute 
the deciſion, which was ſo evident in favour of Aaron. 

How graciouſly kind and condeſcending was Gon 
to this ſtubborn people! giving them continual proofs 
of his power and providence, and ordaining memorials 
both of his judgments and mercies to remain for the 
ſatisfaction of ſucceeding generations. | 

The rod of Aaron was preſerved for a number of 
years, and certainly was to be ſeen, at the time Moſes 
wrote his hiſtory. 

The people were ſo affected with this laſt miracle, 
that they fell from preſumption to deſpair, and expreſſed 
apprehenſions that if they approached the tabernacle 
they ſhould” die; not conſidering, that thoſe who 
periſhed, brought deſtruction on themſelves, excepting 
indeed the children of the men who were ſwallowed up 
alive; but we muſt remember, that they would have 
been in a very helpleſs ſituation, had they ſurvived their 
parents; and as they died innocent, there is no doubt 
but divine goodneſs removed them to a happier ſtate. 

J ſhall take a future opportunity of inſtructing you 
concerning the behaviour we chriſtians are required to 
obſerve towards our miniſters. 


SECT. 
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THE SABBATH-BREAKER STONED==MOSES 
STRIKETH THE ROCK. 


ND while the children of Iſrael were 
in the wilderneſs, they found a man 
that gathered ſticks upon the ſabbath-day. 
And they that found him gathering ſticks, 
brought him unto Moſes and Aaron, and 
unto all the congregation. 
And they put him in ward, becauſe it was 
not declared what ſhould be done to him. 
And the Loxd ſaid unto Moſes, the man 
ſhall be ſurely put to death: all the congre- 


_ gation ſhall ſtone him with ſtones TO 


the camp. 

And all the congregation brought him 
without the camp, and ſtoned him with 
ſtones, and he died; as the LoxD command- 
ed Moſes. 

Then came the children of Iſrael, even the 
whole congregation into the deſert of Zin, 
in the firſt month: and the people abode in 

Kadeſh ; 
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buried there. 

And there was no water for the congrega- 
tion: and they gathered themſelves together 
againſt Moſes, and againſt Aaron. 


ſpake, ſaying, Would Gop that we had died 
when our brethren died before the Loxp. 
And why have ye brought up the congre- 


we and our cattle ſhould die there ? 

And wherefore have ye made us to come 
up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil 
place? it is no place of ſeed, of figs, or vines, 
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water to drink. FL 

And Moſes and Aaron went from the pre- 
ſence of the aſſembly, unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell 
upon their faces: and the glory of the Lok 
appeared unto them. 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, faying, 

Take the rod, and gather thou the aſſem- 
| bly together, thou and Aaron thy brother, 
and ſpeak ye unto the rock before their eyes, 
and it ſhall give forth his water, and thou 


ſhalt bring forth to them water out of the 
rock : 


Kadeſh ; and Miriam died there, and was 


And the people chode with Moſes, and | 


gation of the Loo into this wilderneſs, that 


or of pomegranates, neither is there any 
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vas rock : ſo thou ſhalt give the congregation, 
-and their beaſts drink. 
YA- And Moſes took the rod from before the 
ler Lox p, as he commanded him. | 
; And Moſes and Aaron gathered the con- 
G gregation together before the rock, and he 
ed ſaid unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; muſt 
we fetch you water out of this rock ? 
1 And Moſes lift up his hand, and with his 
lat rod he ſmote the rock twice: and the water 
came out abundantly, and the congregation 
ne drank, and their beaſts alſo. | 
il And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes and 
8, Aaron, Becauſe ye believed me not, to 
y fſeanctify me in the eyes of the children of 
: Iſrael ; therefore ye ſhall not bring this con- 
. gregation into the land which I have given 
le them. 
1 This is the water of Meribah, bechine the 
'D children of Iſrael ſtrove with the Loxp: and 


he was ſanctified in them. 


4 ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. | 

3 

P I have already my dear, deſired you to obſerve, how 
ö 


frequently the Iſraelites were commanded to keep the 


2 Sabbath - day holy; they were not even to kindle a fire 
| in 


42 S ABB AT H¹ BRE AE E R. 


in their dwellings; and in this leſſon, you have an in- 


ſtance of the exemplary puniſhment that was inflicted 


on the firſt tranſgreſſor of this command. Though we 
chriſtians are not required to obſerve it with ſo much 
ceremonial punctuality as the Jews were, yet we muſt 
never wantonly prophane it; no work ſhould be done 
on that day but in caſes of extreme neceſſity; neither 


mould it be devoted to idle recreation. 


Moſes has not tranſmitted to us an account of num- 
berleſs events, which muſt have happened during the 
Iſraelites wandering in the wilderneſs; the remarkable 
one, of his riding the rock, happened in the 40th year 
after their departure out 'of Egypt, when they were 


once more drawing towards the land of promiſe. 
« They abode in Kadeſh, not Kadeſh Barnea, which. 


*© was on the borders of Canaan; but another Kadeſh, 
* on the confines of Edom; farther off from the land 
6 of Canaan, but in the way to it from the Red-ſea, 


e to which they had been hurried back.“ 


The greateſt number of thoſe perſons who came out 
of the land of Egypt were dead; you are therefore to 
conſider this, and the ſucceeding part of the hiſtory, as 
relating to the next generation, (their children) to whom 
the Loxp had transferred the inheritance of the pro- 


miſed land, which he was about to put them in poſ- 


ſeſſion of. HE 

It is moſt likely, that the Iſraelites had for ſome 
time been ſupplied with water by natural means; but 
no ſooner did they meet with inconvenience from the 
want of it, than the ſpirit of their forefathers brake 


Forth in murmurings againſt Moſes and Aaron, which 
they carried to ſuch a deſperate height as even to take 


arms 
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arms againſt them. It was in vain to remonſtrate with 
this people, for a mad, ſeditious multitude, will never 
liſten to the voice of reaſon; Moſes and Aaron, there- 
fore, fled to the tabernacle, to implore the protection of 
Gov, who inſtantly cauſed his GLox x to appear, to 
awe the people, and reſtrain them from their wicked 
purpoſes. Moſes was then deſired to take the rod (by 
which he was diſtinguiſhed as the miniſter of Gop) in 
his hand, and to pe to the rock, which ſhould im- 
mediately guſh out with water; but Moſes and Aaron 
diſobeyed the commandment of the Lox d, by friking 
the rock and ſpeaking to the people, This action had 
a direct tendency to difbonour Gob in the eyes of the 
people; for they did not even mention his HoLy Nams, 
but ſeemed deſirous to take the glory to themſelves. 
« Muſt ws fetch water out of the rock?”” And they not 
only rebelled againſt the command of the Logo, but diſ- 
believed his promiſes, Perhaps Moſes and Aaron ima- 
gined they ſhould never obtain the reſt they expected in 
the land of Canaan, Of this we may aſſure ourſelves, 
that their thoughts and actions on this occaſion were very 
ſinful: Moſes, who relates the tranſaction, makes no 
complaint of injuſtice done him. I have before obſerved 
to you my dear, that the beſt men who ever lived were 
guilty of crimes, for human nature is very imperfect; 
but if theſe faithful ſervants erred in ſome particular 
inſtances, who made the law of God the general rule 
of their actions; to what a height of ſin will thoſe ar- 
rive, who ſet no guard on themſelves? Moſes once gave 
way to paſſion, murmuring, and diſcontent, by which 


he loſt the land of Canaan; but his ſubſequent beha- 


viour, 


* 
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viour, as well as former conduct, was regulated by his 
regard for the honour of God ; and without doubt, the 


ALmMrcurTy fully recompenſed him for his faith and 


obedience, though in this particular inſtance he puniſh- 


ed him, to ſhew, ©* that Gop is no reſpecter of perſons.” 
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THE ISRAELITES CONTEST WITH THE 
EDOMITES, AND THE DEATH OF AARON. 


x 


ND the Lorxp ſpake unto Moſes, 
. ſaying. 

Ye have compaſſed this mountain long 
enough : turn you notth-ward. 

And command thou the people, ſaying, 
Ye are to paſs through the coaſt of your. 
brethren the children of Eſau, which dwell" 
in Seir, and they ſhall be afraid of you, take 
ye good heed unto yourſelves therefore. 

Meddle not with them; for I will not 
give you of their land, no not ſo much as a 
foot-breadth, becauſe I have given mount 
Seir unto Eſau for a poſſeſſion. 5 

Le ſhall buy meat of them for money, 
chat ye may eat; and ye ſhall alſo buy water 
of them for money, that ye may drink. 

For the Lord thy Gop hath bleſſed thee 
in all the works of thy hand: he knoweth 
thy walking through this great wilderneſs ; 
theſe 
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theſe forty years the LoxD thy Gop hath 
been with thee, thou haſt lacked nothing. 
And Moſes ſent meſſengers from Kadeſh 
unto the king of Edom, Thus faith thy bro- 
ther Iſrael, thou knoweſt all the travel that 
hath befallen us. 
How our fathers went down into Egypt, 


and we have dwelt in Egypt a long time; 


and the Egyptians vexed us and our fathers. 

And when we cried unto the Loxp, he 
heard our voice, and ſent an angel, and hath 
brought us forth out of Egypt : and behold, 
we are in Kadeſh, a city in the uttermoſt of 
thy border. 

Let us paſs, I pray * through thy coun- 
try: we will not paſs through the fields, or 
through the vineyards, neither will we drink 
of the water of the wells: we will go by 
the king's highway, we will not turn to the 
right hand nor to the left, until we have 
paſſed thy borders. 

And Edom ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt not 
paſs by me, leſt J come out int thee with 
the ſword. 

And the children of Iſrael ſaid unto him, 
We will go by the high-way: and if I and 


my cattle drink of thy water, then 1 will pay 
for 
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for it: I will only (without doing any thing 
elſe) go through on my feet. 

And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt not go through. 
And Edom came out againſt him with much 
people, and with a ſtrong hand. 

Thus Edom refuſed to give Iſrael paſſage 
through his border; wherefore Iſrael turned 
away from him. 

8. And the children of a even the 1 
he congregation, journeyed from Kadeſh, and 


th | came unto mount Hor. 

d, And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes and 
of Aaron in mount Hor, by the coaſt of the 

land of Edom, ſaying, 

n- Aaron ſhall be gathered unto | his people, 
or for he ſhall not enter into the land which I 
ak have given unto the children of Iſrael, be- 
by cauſe ye rebelled againſt my word at the wa- 
he ter of Meribah. 

ve Take Aaron and Eleazar his ſon, and bring 

them up unto mount Hor. 
ot And ftrip Aaron of his garments, and put 


th them upon Eleazarhis ſon: and Aaron ſhall be 

gathered unto his people, and ſhall die there, 
N, And Moſes did as the Loxd commanded : 
ad and they went up into mount Hor, in the 


ay the ſight of all the congregation, 
or ö And 
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And Moſes ſtripped Aaron of his gar- 
ments, and put them upon Eleazar his ſon: 
and Aaron died there in the top of the mount. 
And Moſes and Eleazar came down from the 
mount. 

And when all the congregation ſaw that 
Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aaron 
thirty days, even all the houſe of Iſrael. 

Aaron was an hundred and twenty-three 
years old when he died in mount Hor, 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


As the Iſraelites made a very formidable army, the 
people whoſe country they approached, would naturally 
be alarmed ; but the Edomites being the deſcendants of 
E/au, God would not permit the Iſraelites to annoy 
them, though they plaigly ſhewed, that the old enmity 
of Eſau to Jacob, was tranſmited to their poſterity. 


Notwithſtanding the affection which Moſes and Aaron 


entertained for each other, they patiently ſubmitted to 
the will of Gop. We muſt remember, that it is our 
duty to acquieſce, like them, in the diſpenſations of 
Diving PRovipence. If Gop takes away our friend 
or relation from us, we muſt not repine, and then he 
will certainly comfort us for the loſs of them: and 
when it is his holy will and pleaſure, to put an end to 
our own lives, we muſt wean our affections from things 
below, look forward to the joys ofeternity, and wg”; 
ge our ſouls into his merciful hands, 
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THE ISRAELITES rricar wit] ARAD Kixe 
or THE CANAANITES, AND ARE AFTERWARDS 
CHASTISED wiTH FIERY SERPENTS. 


ND when king Arad the Canaanite, 

which dwelt in the ſouth, heard tell 
that Iſrael came by the way of the ſpies; 
then he fought againſt Iſrael, and took ſome 
of them priſoners. 


And Ifrael vowed a vow unto the LokD, 
and ſaid, If thou wilt indeed deliver this 


people into my hand, then I will Ws 
deſtroy their cities. 
And the Loxp hearkened unto the voice 


| of Iſrael, and delivered up the Canaanites: 


and they utterly deſtroyed them and their 
cities: and he called the name of the FRY 


Hormah. 
And they journeyed from mount Hor, by 

the way of the Red Sea, to compaſs the land 

of Edom: and the ſoul of the people was 

much diſcouraged becauſe of the way. 
Vor, It, D 


And 
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And the people ſpake againſt Gop, and 
againſt Moſes. Wherefore have ye brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderneſs ? 
for there is no bread, neither is there is any 
water: and our ſoul loatheth this light bread, 

And the Log p ſent fiery ſerpents among 
the people: and they bit the people ; and 
much people of Iſrael died. | 

Therefore the people came to Moſes and 
faid, We have ſinned, for we have ſpoken 
againſt: the Lok, and againſt thee; pray 
unto the LoRD, that he take away the ſer- 


pents from us: And Moſes prayed for the 


people. | 
And the Lord faid unto Moſes, Make 
thee a fiery ſerpent, and ſet it upon a pole: 
and it ſhall come to paſs, that every one 
that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, ſhall 
live. 
And Moſes made a ſerpent of braſs, and 
put it upon a pole? and it came to pals, that 
if a ſerpent had bitten any man, when he be⸗ 
held the ſerpent of braſs, he lived. 


ANNOTATIONS AN PD REFLECTIONS, 


Theugh it was thirty-eigat years ſince the ſpies were 


ſent into the land of Canaan, the remembrance of them | 
remained, and without doubt, the inhabitants had been, | 
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GOD'S JUDGMENTS. 51 


from that time, ſuſpicious that an attack would be made 


on them by the Iſraelites: they therefore immediately 


tools the alarm, when they found that the people ad- 
ranced by the very road the ſpies had taken, and it ap- 
peared neceſſary to repulſe them in time. Moſt likely, 
it was to try the faith of the Iſraelites, that ſome of 
them were permitted to fall into the hands of Arad; 
and to ſhew them, that humility and repentance would 
reſtore them to the favour of Gop, he bleſſed them 
with ſucceſs when they addreſſed themſelves to him as 
became their condition. 

Notwithſtanding their laſt undertaking had been ſo 
proſperous, no ſooner did they experience a little fa- 
tigue, than they began to murmur, and deſpiſed the 
miraculous bread that came down daily from heaven; 
though, as Gop ſent it, there is no doubt but that it 
was ſufficiently nouriſhing; but perſons of a fretful 
diſpoſition, are never contented with the gifts of pro- 
vidence, however valuable they may be. 

The wilderneſs, through which the Iſraelites were at 
that time paſſing, was greatly infeſted with winged 
ſerpents; the bite of theſe venemous creatures was ex- 
tremely painful, and occaſioned a heat like the burning 
of fire, and generally proved mortal. God now began 
to fulkl his Hhreatuings, by bringing down judgments 
on the people, as they were unthankful for his mercies;. 
but when they ſought for pardon, he had compaſſion 
on them, and appointed a means, by which they might 
he preſerved from the fatal effects of this dreadful viſi- 
tation, Whoever looked on the brazen ſerpent with 
ſerrow for fin, and faith in Gop's mercy, was imme- 
diately cured, This very extraordinary method of re- 

D 2 lieving 
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lieving the people, was a ſtriking proof that they could 
not be healed by zatural means, but by Gop alone. 
When you read the new teſtament you will find, that 
chriſtians may look up through faith and repentance to 
the croſs of Chriſt for pardon of fin, with as much ſuc- 
ceſs as the repentant Iſraelites did to the brazen ſer- 


pent, for relief from the calamity they laboured under. SIC 
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SIHON Kine or TuT AMORITES, ab OG Tut 
KING oF BASAN, DEFEATED BY THE ISRAEL- 
ITES. 


ND the children of Iſrael ſet forward, 
and journeyed to Beer: that is the well 

whereof the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, Gather 

the people I and I will give them 
„er. 


Then Iſrael ſang this 4 Spring vp, O 


well, ſing ye unto it: 


The princes digged the well, the nobles 
of the people digged it, by the direction of 
the lawgiver with their ſtaves. 

And Iſrael ſent meſſengers unto Sihon 
king of the Amorites, but he would not ſuf- 
fer him to paſs through his border, but ga- 
thered all his people together, and went out 
againſt them in the wilderneſs : and he came 


to Jahaz, and fought againſt Iſrael. 


And Iſrael ſmote them with the edge of 


the ſword, and took all their cities, and 


D 3 dwelt 
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dwelt in the cities of the Amorites, and in 
the villages thereof. 
And they turned and went up by the way 


of Baſhan: and Og the king of Baſhan went 
out againſt them, he, and all his people, to 


the battle at Edrei. » 
And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Fear him 
ot: for I have delivered him into thy hand, 
and all his people, and his land; and thou 
ſhalt do to him as thou didſt unto Sthon king 
of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heſhbon. 

So they fmote him and his ſons, and all 
his people, until there was none left him 
alive: and they poſſeſſed his land. 

All theſe cities were fenced with high 
walls, gates and bars, beſide unwalled towns 
a great many. | | 
And they utterly deſtroyed them, as they | 
did unto Sihon king of Heſhbon, utterly de- 
ſtroying the men, women, and children of 
every City, 

But all the cattle, and the ſpoil of the 
cities, they took for a prey to themſelves. | 


ANNO- 


SIHON DEFEATED, 1 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The Iſraelites. now advanced apace towards the land 
of promiſe, and as they were become patient, Gop 
was pleaſed to afford them a miraculous ſupply of water 
from the ſandy ground. 

By the conqneſt of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and 
Og, the king of Baſan, the Iſraelites became poſ- 
ſeſſed of cities to dwell in; beſides this, Baſan was fa- 
mous for fine timber and excellent cattle. 7 50 

Thus did the Lok, according to his promiſes, bring 
the Iſraelites by degrees, towards the land which 
he had allotted for them, driving out the nations 
from before them: yet was he juſt to all, for none fell 
by the hands of his choſen people, but thoſe who 


were notorious for impiety, n and other 


abominable crimes. 
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BALAK Kinc or MOAB, szNDETR FOR THE 
PRO HET BALAAM To curst ISRAEL. 


ND the children of Iſrael. ſet forward, 
and pitched in the plains of Moab, on 
this ſide Jordan by Jericho. 
And Balak the ſon of Zippor ſaw al that 
Iſrael had done to the Amorites, 
And Moab was fore afraid of the people, 
becauſe they were many: and Moab was 
diſtreſſed becauſe of the children of Iſrael. 
And Moab ſaid unto the elders of Midian, 
Now ſhall this company lick up all that are 
round about us, as the ox licketh up the graſs 


of the field. And Balak the ſon of Zippor 


was king of the Moabites at that time. 

He ſent meſſengers therefore unto Balaam 
the ſon of Beor, to Pethor, which 1s by the 
river of the land of the children of his peo- 
ple, to call him, ſaying, Behold, there is a 
people come out from Egypt: behold, they 


cover the face of the earth, 1 they abide | 


overagainſt me. 
Come 
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Come now therefore, I pray thee, curſe me 
this people, for they are too mighty for me: 
peradventure I ſhall prevail, that we may 
{mite them, and that I may drive them out 
of the land : for I wot that he whom thou 
bleſſeſt, is bleſſed, and he whom thou curſeſt, 
1s curſed. © 

And the elders of Moab, and the elders of 
Midian departed, with the rewards of divi- 
nation in their hand; and they came unto 
Balaam, and ſpake unto him the words of 
Balak. 

And he ſaid unto . Lodge here this 
night, and I will bring you word again as 
the Loxp ſhall ſpeak unto me. And che 
princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 

And Gop came unto Balaam, and ſaid, 
What men are theſe with thee? 

And Balaam ſaid unto Gop, Balak the 

ſon of Zippor, king of Moab hath ſent unto 
me, ſaying, 

Behold, there is a people come out of 
Egypt, which covereth the face of the earth: 
come now, curſe me them; peradventure I 
ſhall be able to overcome them, and- drive 
them out. 

And Gov ſaid unto Balaam, Thou ſhalt 

Ds: not 
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not go with them, thou ſhalt. not curſe the 


people: for they are bleſſed. 
And Balaam roſe up in the morning, and 


. faid unto the princes of Balak, Get ye into 


your land: for the Loxp refuſeth to give 
me leave to go with you. 

And the princes of Moab roſe up and they 
went unto Balak, and ſaid, Balaam refuſeth 
to come with us. | id 

And Balak ſent yet again princes, more, 
and more honourable than they. 

And they came to Balaam, and ſaid to 
him, Thus ſaith Balak the fon of Zippor, 
Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from 
coming unto me.” | 

For I will promote thee unto very great 


honour, and I will do whatſoever thou fayelt. 


unto me. Come therefore, I pray thee, 
curſe me this people. 

And Balaam anſwered and ſaid unto the 
ſervants of Balak, If Balak would give me 
his houſe full of ſilver and gold, I cannot go 
beyond the word of the Logd my Sor; to 
do leſs or more. 

Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye alſo 


here this night, that I may know. what the 
Loop will {ay uato me more, 


1 And 


ſa 


ri! 
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And Gop came unto Balaam at night, and 
ſaid unto him, If the men come to call thee, 
riſe up and go with them; but yet the word 
which I ſhall ſay unto thee, that ſhalt thou 
do.: | 
And Balaam roſe up in the morning, and 
ſaddled his aſs, and went with the an of 
Moab, | . 
And Gop's anger was kindled ma he 
went: and the angel of the Lok ſtood in 
the way, for an adverſary againſt him. Now 
he was riding upon his aſs, and his two ſer- 


vants were with him. 


And the aſs ſaw the angel of 1 Lok 
ſtanding in the way, and his ſword drawn in 
his hand: and the aſs turned aſide out of 
the way, and went into the field. And 
Balaam ſmote the aſs to turn her into the 
Way. 

But the angel of the Lozp food in a path 
of the vineyards, a wall being on this fide, 
and a wall on that fide. 

And when the aſs ſaw the _— of the 
Lord ſhe thurſt herſelf unto. the wall, and 
cruſhed Balaam's foot againſt the wall. And 
he ſmote her again. | 759 
And the angel of the Lozxp went further, 
| D 6 and 
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and ſtood in a narrow place, where was no 
way to turn either to the right ene or to 
the left. | | 

And when the aſs ſaw the angel of the 
LoRDd, ſhe fell down under Balaam. And 
Balaam's anger was kindled, and he ſmote 
the aſs with a ſtaff. 

And the Loxp opened the mouth of the 
aſs, and ſhe ſaid unto Balaam, What have I 
done unto thee, that thou haſt ſmitten me 
theſe three times ? 1 

And Balaam ſaid unto the aſs, Becauſe 
thou haſt mocked me: I would there were 
a ſword in mine hand; for now would I kill 
thee. 

And the aſs ſaid unto Balaam, Am not I] 
thine aſs upon which thou haſt ridden ever 
fince I was thine unto this day? was I ever 
wont to do ſo unto thee ? and he ſaid, Nay. 

Then the Loxp opened the eyes of Ba- 
laam, and he ſaw the angel of the Lorp 


ſtanding in the way, and his ſword drawn in 


his hand: and he bowed.down his head, and 
fell flat on his face. 

And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto him, 
Wherefore haſt thou ſmitten thine aſs theſe 


three times? behold I went out to with- 
ſtand 


th 
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ſtand thee, becauſe thy way is perverſe be- 
fore me. 

And the aſs ſaw me, and turned from me 
theſe three times: unleſs ſhe had turned from 
me, ſurely now alſo I had ſlain thee, and 
ſaved her alive. | 

And Balaam ſaid unto the angel of the 
Lok, I have ſinned; for I knew not that 
thou ſtoodeſt in the way againſt me; now 
therefore if it diſpleaſe thee, I will get me 


back again. 


And the angel of the Lond aid unto 
Balaam, Go with the men: but only the 
word that I ſhall ſpeak unto thee, that thou 
ſhalt ſpeak. So Balaam went with the princes 
of Balak. 8 

And when Balak heard that Balaam was 
come, he went out to meet him, unto a city 
of Moab, which is in the en of Afnon, 
which is in the utmoſt coaſt. 

And Balak ſaid unto Hokies: Did I not 
earneſtly ſend unto thee, to call thee : where- 
fore cameſt thou not unto me? am I not able 
indeed to promote thee to honour ? 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Lo, I am 
come unto thee: have I now any power at 
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all to ſay any thing? the word that Gop 


putteth in my mouth, that ſhall I ſpeak. 
And Balaam went with Balak, and ey 
came unto Kirjath-huzoth. 
And Balak offered oxen and ſheep, and 


ſent to Balaam, and to the princes that were 


with him. 


ANNOTATIONS. any REFLECTIONS. 


Whether the Moabites were informed that the Iſrael- 
ites had Gop's command not to moleſt them, on ac- 
count of their being the deſcendants of Lot; is uncer- 
tain; but it appears, that they were in great dread of 
that people, and therefore Balak the king of Moab, 


reſolved to uſe every means in his power to deſtroy 
thoſe whom he regarded as very dangerous neighbours : 


the Moabites communicated their fears to the Midian- 
ites, in order that ſome meaſures might be concerted 
between them, for their mutual ſecurity. 


It was a ſuperſtitious cuſtom in uſe amongſt the 


* heathens, to preſent gifts to magicians for pronouncing 
curſes on their enemies in the names of their idols at 
the beginning of a war, which they thought would 


in ſure them victory. All nations had heard of 5 


wonders performed by the Gop of Iſrael, and it ſeem 
that Balaam was a Prophet, who had on ſome occaſions 
been inſpired by the Loxp, to utter predictions which 


had been remarkably accompliſhed. Balak therefore 


Patrick's Commentaries. 
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thought, that if Balaam could be induced to invoke bis 
Gop to curſe Iſrael, that people would be intimidated 
from moleſting the Moabites, and would depart in 
ſearch of other conqueſts ; or that the LoxD himſelf 
might be prevailed on to aſſiſt that nation whoſe cauſe 
His Prophet eſpouſed. Balaam was very wicked in ſuf- 
fering himſelf to be tempted to entertain a deſire (as he 
evidenty did) to curſe thoſe, who he knew were Gop's 
peculiar people; and ought to have immediately diſ- 
miſled the meſſengers of Balak with aſſurances, that the 
Prophet of the Horx Go deſpiſed all worldly riches 
and honours. Inſtead of that, you find he enquired of 
the Lok D; which in the preſent caſe was very impious, 
becauſe Gop's purpoſes in reſpect to Iſrael, had been 
already revealed ; and he well knew, that unleſs they 
provoked the ALMIGHTY by diſobedience, no nation 
cold prevail againſt them. I think we may conclude 
that Balaam regretted that he was forbidden to go; 
for when other meſſengers were ſent, he diſcovered a 
ſtrong inclination to attend them, notwithſtanding the 
Lord's former interdictien, and perhaps dared to offer 


_ petitions to God, that he would alter his holy purpoſes: 


Gos therefore in ange, commanded Balaam to accom- 
pany the men, reſolving to ſhew his almighty power, by 
making him an «xwilling inſtrument of conveying a 
bleſſing to Iſrael. Balaam therefore ſet out on his 
journey, and moſt likely, was revolving in his mind 
how he ſhould turn the Divine inſpiration to his own 
mercenary ends, when he met with a very extraordinary 
accident, the aſs on which he rode addreſſed him in ar- 
ticulate ſound, and rational language. The miracle 
was ſoon explained to him, for he beheld the Divine 

* PRESENCE, 
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ParseNnce, and found that all the thoughts of his heart 
were known to the ALmicarty. He then offered to 
return, but was commanded to go on, and ſpeak as the 
Loxp ſhould inſpire him. In the hiſtory of the 
Iſraelites, you have read my dear, of ſuch a va- 
riety of miracles wrought by the power of Gop, that 
you will the leſs wonder to hear of an aſs holding con- 
verſation with her maſter; this event was not more 
ſtrange, thant hat water ſhould guſh from the ſtony 
rock, or bread fall like rain from heaven: but I defire 
you to take notice of what the aſs ſaid, for I think it 
contains an excellent leſſon reſpecting our treatment of 
the brute creation. We ought to conſider the «/e they 
are of to us, and never tyrannize over them: beating a 
horſe or aſs for a caſual ſtumble, perhaps occaſioned by 
our own want of {kill in riding or driving them, ſhews 
at leaſt a paſſionate, if not cruel diſpoſition, for ** a 
merciful man will be merciful to his beaſt.“ 

When Balaam was met by Balak, he acknowledged 
indeed, his inability to utter any thing contrary to the 
will of God, but loath to reſign the rewards propoſed, 
he joined with Balak in offering ſacrifices, with a view 
of claiming the recompenſe, after having teſtified his 
own readineſs to comply with this king's deſire. 


SECT. 
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BALAAM and BALAK orrzrx SACRIFICES— 
BALAAM By GOD'S: CoMMaANnD BLESSETH 
ISRAEL. | 


ND. it came to paſs on the morrow, 

that Balak took Balaam and brought 

him up into the high places of Baal, that 

thence he * * the utmoſt part of the 
people. 

And Balaam fad: unto Balak, Build me 
here ſeven altars, and prepare me here feyen 
oxen, and ſeven rams. 

And Balak did as Balaam had ſpoken ; 
ad Balak and Balaam offered on every altar 
a bullock and a ram. 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Stand by thy 
burnt-offering, and I will go: peradventure 
the Loxp will come to meet me, and what- 
ſoever he ſheweth me, I will tell thee. And 
he went to an high place. 

And Gop met Balaam ; and he ſaid unto 
him, I have prepared ſeven altars, and I have 
offercd upon every altar a bullock and a ram. 

/ And 
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And the 'Lorp put a word in Balaam's 
mouth, and ſaid, Return unto Balak, and 
thus thou ſhalt ſpeak. 

And he returned unto him, and lo, he 
ſtood by his burnt-ſacrifice, he, and all the 
princes of Moab. 

And he took up his parable, and ſaid, Ba- 
lak the king of Moab hath brought me from 
Aram, out of the mountains of the eaſt, ſay- 
ing, Come, curſe me Jacob, and come, 1 
lirael, 6] 

How ſhall I curſe, whom God. nend not 
curſed ? or how ſhall I defy whom che _—_ 
bale wer dee i biet OTH 

For from the top of the 1 1 ſee Sed 
tl from the hills I behold him; lo, the 
people ſhall dwell alone and ſhall not be 
reckoned among the nations. 

Who can count the duſt of Jacob, and the 
number of the fourth part of Iſrael? Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let my 
laſt end be like his! 

And Balak ſaid unto Balaam, What haſt 
thou done unto me? I took thee to curſe 
mine enemies, and behold thou haſt bleſſed 
them altogether. | 
And he anſwered and faid, Muſt I not 

take 
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take heed to ſpeak that' INES the Loxp hath 
put in my mouth: ?. 

And Balak ſaid unto him, Come I pray 
thee, with me unto another place, from 
whence thou mayeſt ſee them: thou ſhalt ſee 
but the utmoſt part of them and ſhalt not 
ſee them all: and curſe me them from 
thence. | 
And he brought him into che field of Zo+ 
phim, to the top of Piſgah,” and built ſeven 
altars, and offered a bullock and a ram on 
every altar, MENS 

And he ſaid unto Balak, rnd here by 15 
burnt- offering, while I meet the Loxp 
yonder. | A 
And the Loxp met Balaam, __ put a 
word in his mouth, and ſaid, Go _ unto 
Balak, and ſay thus. ? 

And when he came to him, eben he 
ſtood by his burnt-offering, and the princes 
of Moab with him. And Balak ſaid unto 
him, What hath the Loxp ſpoken? 

And he took up his parable, and ſaid, 
Riſe up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, 
thou ſon of Zippor: 

Gop is not a man, that he ſhould lie; 
neither the ſon of man, that he ſhould re- 
pent: 
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pent: hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? 
or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he. not make it 
good? 

Behold, I have received commandment to 
bleſs; and he hath bleſſed: and I cannot re- 
verſe it. 

He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nei- 
ther hath he ſeen perverſeneſs in Iſrael: the 
Lord his Gop is with him, and the ſhout 
of a king is among them. 

Gop brought them out of Egypt; he hath 
as it were, the ſtrength of an unicorn. 

Surely there is no inchantment againſt Ja- 
cob, neither is there any divination againſt 
Iſrael: according to this time it ſhall be ſaid 
of Jacob and of Iſrael, What bath GOD 
wrought? _ 

Behold, the people ſhall riſe up as a great 
lion, and lift, up himſelf as a young lion: he - 
ſhall not lie down until he eat of the prey, 
and drink the blood of the ſlain. 

And Balak ſaid unto Balaam, Neither 3 
them at all, nor bleſs them at all. 

But Balaam anſwered and ſaid unto Balak, 
Told not I thee, ſaying, All that the Loxp 
| ſpeaketh, that J muſt do? 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Balak and Balaam ſtill perſiſted in offering ſacrifices 
to the Lok p, that they might obtain permiſſion to curſe 
Iſrael ; but Gop diſappointed the unjuſt deſigns of the 
King, and the mercenary views of the Prophet, by 
obliging Balaam again to W bleſſings on his 
choſen people. 

When the Loxp had inſpired him, then ** Balaam 
«© 700k up his parable and ſaid, Fc.” This expreſſion, 
« my dear, implies, that he ſpoke with uncommon 
force and energy, in ſolemn majeſtick language, 
« which is very ſtriking even in our tranſlations, but 
« much more ſo in the original Hebrew.” You had 
beſt defer the full conſideration of theſe prophecies till 
you are older, and then you will have exceeding great 
pleaſure in reading an explanation of them, which I 
ſhall furniſh you with; but ſhall now mention ſome re- 
markable particulars in them, that are not above __ 
comprehenſion. 

« Lo this people ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not be 
« reckoned among the nations. This was truly fulfilled, 
and 1s fulfilling to this very day ; for the Jews, that 1s 
to ſay the Iſraelites, always were diſtinguiſhed, and ſo 
they continue to be, their religious cuſtoms being dif- 
ferent from all the world beſides. ** ho can count 
the duſt of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of 
« ſ/rael?” This ſignified, that the race of Jacob 
ſhould be uncommonly fruitful, and ſo it proved. 

Balak, though exceedingly diſappointed, perſiſted 
you find in his deſire to curſe the people; and Balaam 


appears to have been very ſolicitous to gratify his 


Newton on the Prophecies 


wiſhes 
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wiſhes, but was obliged to confeſs that his art failed 
him, and that the ſame Lok p who opened the mouth 
of the dumb aſs, cauſed his tongue to utter what was 
contrary to his inclinations, 

Their next attempt to accompliſh their wicked pur. 


poſe was likewiſe fruſtrated, for it only ſerved to ratify 


the former bleſſing. It ſeems firange that Balaam 
ſhould ſay by divine inſpiration, that Gop had not 
<c ſeen perverſeneſs in Iſrael,” when it appears from 
the preceding part of the hiſtory, that they were re- 
mark able for their rebellious diſpoſition ; “ a learned au- 


thor is of opinion, that this text ſhould have been ren- 


dered, He does not approve nfiifions and outrages 
«© againſt the poſterity of Jacob, nor «of vexation or trou- 
“ ble againſt the poſterity of Ijrael: that is, he does 
not approve that they ſhould be afflicted or vexed. 


«© This perfectly agrees with what Balaam ſaid and 
did on this occaſion.” 


As there is very great difficulty in tranſlating the 
ſcriptures from the original language, it is moſt likely, 
that many texts are not quite agreeable to the Hebrew: 
but we may aſſure ourſelves, that what is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to know and practiſe is perfectly clear, even to 


the loweſt capacity; and if we meet with any paſlage in 
the holy writings, that leads us to reflect on Gop's 
wiſdom, mercy, juſtice, goodneſs, truth; we may de- 
pend on it, there is ſome error in the tranſlation, and 
we had beſt paſs it by, without perplexing our minds 
with it, at leaſt till the holy writings are become ſo fa- 
miliar to us, that we are able to form a right judgment, 
by comparing one part with another. 


* Eſlay for a new tran lation of the Bible. 
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BALAAM conTINUETH TO BLESS ISRAEL —BA- 
LAK'S ANGER IS KINDLED AGAINST HIM, AND 
HE DEPARTETH. 


ND Balak ſaid unto Balaam, Come, I 
A pray thee, I will bring thee unto ano- 
ther place: peradventure it will pleaſe Goo, 
that thou mayeſt curſe me them from thence. 
And Balak brought Balaam unto the top 
of Peor, that looketh toward Jeſhimon. 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Build me 
here ſeven altars, and prepare me here ſeven 
bullocks, and ſeven rams. 

And Balak did as Balaam had ſaid, and 
offered a bullock and a ram on every altar. 
And when Balaam ſaw that it pleaſed the 
Lokp to bleſs Iſrael, he went not as at other 
times, to ſeek for inchantments, but he ſet 
his face towards the wilderneſs. | 
And Balaam lift up his eyes, and he ſaw 
Iſrael abiding in his tents according to their 
tribes, and the Spirit of Gop came upon him. 
And he took up his parable, and ſaid, 
T6 Balaam 
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Balaam the ſon of Beor hath ſaid, and the 
man whoſe eyes are open hath ſaid: 

He hath ſaid, which heard the words of 
Gop, which ſaw the viſion of the Almighty 
falling into a trance, but having his eyes 
open. 

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and 
thy tabernacles, O Iſrael! 

As the vallies are they ſpread forth; as gar- 
dens by the river's ſide, as the trees of lign 


aloes which the Lorp hath planted, and as 


cedar trees beſide the waters. 

He ſhall pour the water out of his buckets, 
and his ſeed ſhall be in many waters, and his 
king ſhall be higher than Agag, and his king- 
dom ſhall be exalted. | 

Gop brought him forth out of Egypt, he 
hath as it were the ſtrength of an unicorn: 


he ſhall eat up the nations his enemies, and 


ſhall break their bones, and pierce mem 
through with arrows. 
He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as 
a great lion: who ſhall ſtir him up? Bleſſed 
is he that pleſſeth thee, and En is he that 
curſeth thee. 
And Balak's 


laam, and he 


ger was kindled againſt Ba- 
mote his hands together: and 
Balak 
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Balak ſaid unto Balaam, I called thee to 
curſe mine enemies, and behold thou haft 
altogether bleſſed them theſe three times. 

Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I 
thought to promote thee unto great honour, 
but lo, the Loxp hath kept thee back from 
honour. vie, Ther 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Spake In nat 
allo to thy meſſengers which thou ſenteſt 
unto me, ſaying, 

If Balak would give me his houſe full of 
ſilver and gold, I cannot go beyond the com- 
mandment of the Lorp to do either good or 
bad of mine own mind; but what the LORD 
iaich, that will I ſpeak? 

And now, benold, I go unto my people; 
come therefore, and I will advertiſe thee, 
wlat this people ſhall do to thy people j in the 
latter days. 

And he took up his parable, and fad Ba- 
12am the ſon of Beor hath ſaid, and the man 
ole eyes are open, hath faid : 

He hath ſaid, which heard the words of 
Gb, and knew the knowledge of the Moſt 
High, which ſaw the viſion of the Almighty, 
falling into a trance, but having his eyes 
Open . 
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I ſhall ſee him, but not now: I ſhall be- 
hold him, but not nigh : there ſhall come a 


tu 
ſtar out of Jacob, and a ſceptre ſhall riſe out * 
of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite the corners of 
Moab, and deſtroy all the children of Sheth, | 
And Edom ſhall be a poſſeſſion, Seir alſo 
ſhall be a poſſeſſton for his enemies, and 
Iſrael ſhall do valiantly. 8 
Out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall have hat 
dominion, and ſhall deſtroy him that remain- his 
eth of the city. 55 
And when he looked on Amalek, he took 2 
up his parable, and ſaid, Amalek was the firſt you 
of the nations, but his latter end ſhall be pred 
that he periſh for ever. Mo 
And he looked on the Kenites; and took Th 
up his parable, and ſaid, Strong is thy 3 
dwelling- place, and thou putteſt thy neſt in ud 
a rock. | | | mig 
Nevertheleſs, the Kenites ſhall be waſted MI an 
until Asſhur ſhall carry thee away captive. 26k 
And he took up his parable, and faid, Alas, 2 
who ſhall live when Gop doeth this! Sime 
And ſhips ſhall come from the coaſt of Gop 
Chittim, and ſhall afflict Asſhur, and ſhall wa 
idola 


afflict Eber, and he alſo ſhall flouriſh for 
ever. | 


And 


BALAAM'S DEPARTURE. 7; 


Il be- And Balaam roſe up, and went and re- 
OMe a turned to his place; and Balak alſo went his 
ſe out 


ad &o | 


rs of 
Sheth, | 
r alſo 
„ and 


ANNOTATIONS Ax REFLECTIONS. 


Balak's impatience increaſed with every diſappoint- 
ment, till in the height of indignation, he ſmote his 
hands together, and commanded Balaam to depart from 
his preſence as a cheat and impoſtor: you already 
know Balaam's excuſe, and that he was impelled to 
utter freſh prophecies concerning the Moabites, and 
other nations; theſe I ſhall not attempt to explain to 
you at preſent, but only tell you in general, that he 
predicted that a future king of Iſrael ſhould ſubdue the 
Moabites and Edomites, and deſtroy the Amalakitcs, 

It appears from ſcripture “, that when Balaam found 
his own deſires to curſe Iſrael proved ineffectual, in 
order to reconcile himſelf to Balak, he adviſed him to 
ſend ſome of the Midianitiſh women amongſt them, who 
might perhaps draw them to their idolatrous worſhip, 
and expoſe them to the diſpleaſure of Gop. The hiſ- 
tory informs us, that they did ſo with ſucceſs. Phi- 
neas, the ſon of Eleazar the prieſt, was very zealous for 
the honour of God, and ſlew a prince of the houſe of 
Simeon, who was a principal tranſgreſſor; for which 
God rewarded him, by flopping a plague that was be- 
gun amongſt the people on account of their mixing with 
idolatrous nations, and bowang down to their idols; 
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and Phineas at the ſame time received a promiſe, that 
as long as the prieſthood laſted, it ſhould continue in 
his family. Moſes then had orders to vex the Midian- 
ites, and ſmite them for their wiles againſt Iſrael. 

Balaam's prophecies ſtrongly prove the divine origi- 
nal of the Jewiſh religion, and that they really were 
diltinguiſhed by the favour of Go. 

Shortly after, Moſes, by Gop's command, again 
numbered the Iſraelites; and there were of men fit to 
bear arms, 601,730; of the Levites 23,000 males; the 
Lokp then ordered Moſes to fix the lot of each tribe, 
previous to their taking poſſeſſion of the promiſed land: 
amongſt them was not one man of thoſe that were num- 


bered at mount Sinai, excepting Joſhua the ſon of Nun, 


and Caleb the ſon of Jephunah. 

In a ſhort time aſter Phineas had performed the ac- 
tion I mentioned juſt now, Moſes was commanded 
by the Lox p to make war againſt the Midianites with 
a ſmall army; he accordingly ſelected 1000 men from 
each tribe, who with Phineas at their head, made a 
great laughter. In this battle fell the prophet Balaam 
how he came to be among the Midianites at this time 
is uncertain, perhaps he was ſent for by them to try. 
magical arts, or at leaſt to pronounce a blefling on 
Midian: however this might be, his puniſhment- was 
juſt, as well as exemplary; and his aſſociating with 
thoſe on whom he had pronounced curſes, ſhewed that 
he doubted the power of the Lord to execute, what 
his own mouth had bzen obliged to foretell. 

Moles and Eleazar the prieſt, went in proceſſion to 
meet the victurs, Who brought the prey and the ſpoil 
unto them to be divided; when Moſes diſcovered, that 
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4 contrary to the expreſs command of Gop, they had 


ſaved all the women and children alive; for which Moſes 
reprehended them, and cauſed all the captives to 
This may at firſt fight appear 


be ſlain immediately. 


an act of cruelty, but conſider, my dear, that the wo- 


men were in this caſe the principal aggreſſors, and 
would certainly have introduced idolatry amongſt them; 
and had the children been permitted to live, it is likely 


they would have revolted from the Iſraelites, and cauſed 


great confuſion when they were grown up: by dying 
innocent they were ſaved from the curſe of Gop, and 
he doubtleſs had mercy on them. 

Moſes, by divine appointment, ordered the prey to 
be divided into two parts; one for the 12, co who 
undertook the war, the other for the congregation, that 
is to ſay, the people in general. This diviſion extended 


only to ſuch things, as might be valuable in ſtocking 


the land they were going to poſſeſs; for the plate, 
jewels, and other articles, which each man took, he 
was permitted to reſerve for himſelf, 

Moſes divided to each tribe its ſhare, and then left 
it to the heads of the tribes to diſtribute amongſt them- 
ſelves according to their families. God was to have a 
tribute out of it; that is, a part ſet aſide for holy pur- 
poles, as an acknowledgment of his ſovereignty, and 
for granting them ſucceſs. The ſoldiers however, were 
particularly favoured in this diſtribution, for out of the 
people's ſhare, Gop required one in 50; out of the 
toldiers ſhare one in 500. The ſoldiers tribute was 
given to the prieſts, the people's portion to the Levites. 

When the officers called the men by their names, 
there was not one miſſing ; they therefore offered a wil- 
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ling offering of coſtly things, in token of gratitude for 
the protection of Divine Providence; theſe were 
brought to the tabernacle, to be kept as memorials, 
that on future occaſions the people might truſt in 
God's goodneſs. 

The Iſraelites took from the Midianites 675,000 
ſheep, 72,000 beeves, 61,000 aſſes. 

* I ſhou!d have informed you, my dear, that the 
Moabites were deſcended from Moab the ſon of Lot; 
they retained the worſhip of the true Gop among 
them to the time of Moſes, but had corrupted their re- 
ligion by mixing the worſhip of idols with it : particu- 
larly that of Baal-Peor, ſuppoſed to be an image of the 
Sun. Baal ſignifies Lord, Peor the name where his 
high place was. | 1 nk 

The Midianites are ſuppoſed to have deſcended from 
Midian, one of the ſons which Abraham had after he 
was married to his fecond wiſe Keturah ; they there- 
fore muſt have known the true religion: and it ſeems 


that in the days of Moſes prayers, thankſgivings and 


ſacrifices were offered to ALmicautyY Gop in the 
ſouthern parts, for Jethro was prieſt of Midian ; but in 
the Northern territories, all kinds of abominations 
were practiſed. The Midianites were very numerous, 
ſometimes they mixed with the Iſhmaelites, and at 
others united with the Moabites. Some of them were 
ſhepherds, who moved their tents and drove their cattle 
before them, even in time of war; others were mer- 
chants, who acquired immenſe riches, and by exchang- 


Ing their gold and jewels with their brethren for flocks 


and herds, inriched the ſhepherds alſo, 


* Univerſal Hiſtory. 
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MOSES RAS a VIEW or THE PROMISED LAND 
FROM MOUNT ABARIM, AND APPOINTS 
JOSHUA as RIS SUCCESSOR BY THE COMMAND= 


MENT OF THE LokRD,. 


ND the Loxp faid unto Moſes, Get 
thee up into this mount Abarim, and 
ſee the land which I have Sven unto the 
children of Iſrael. 

And when thou haſt ſeen it, thou alſo 
ſhalt be gathered unto thy people, a as Aaron 


thy brother was gathered. 


For ye rebelled againſt my command- 
ment in the deſart of Zin, in the ſtrife of the 
congregation, to ſanctify me at the water be- 
fore their eyes. That is the water of Meri- 
bah in Kadeſh, in the wilderneſs of Zin. 

And Moſes beſought the Loxp at that 
time, ſaying, 

O Lord Gop, thou haſt begun to ſhew 
thy ſervant thy greatneſs, and thy mighty 
hand; for what Gop is there in heaven or in 

E 4 earth, 


Go MOSES PRAYER 


earth, that can do according to thy works, 
and according to thy might? 

I pray thee let me go over, and ſee. the 
good land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 
mountain, and Lebanon. 

But the Lonp would not hear him: and 
the Lon ſaid unto him, Let it ſuffice thee, 
fpeak no more unto me of this matter, 

Get thee up into the top of Piſgah, and 
lift up thine eyes weltward, and northward, 
and ſouthward, and eaſtward, and behold it 
with thine eyes: for thou ſhalt not go over 
this Jordan. | | 

And Moſes ſaid, Let the Lok p, the Gop 
of the ſpirits of all fleſh, ſet a man over the 
congregation. 8 

Which may go out before them, and which 
may go in before them, and which may lead 
them out, and which may bring them in: 
that the conglegation of the Lokb be not as 
ſheep which have no ſhepherd. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Take 
thee Joſhua the ſon of Nun, a man in whom 
is the ſpirit, and lay thine hand upon him: 

And ſet him before Eleazar the prieſt, and 
before all the congregation; and give him a 
charge in their ſight, 
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And thou ſhalt put ſome of thine honour 


upon him, that all the congregation of the 


children of Iſrael may be obedient. 

And he ſhall ſtand before Eleazar the 
prieſt, who ſhall aik counſel for him after 
the judgment of Urim before the Lord : at 
his word ſhall they go out, and at his word 
they ſhall come in, both he and all the chil- 
dren of Iſrael with him, even all the con- 


181 egation. 


And Moſes did as the Loxp commanded 
him, and he. took Joſhua, and ſet him be- 
fore Eleazar the prieſt, and before all the 
congregation. 

And he laid his hands upon him, and 
gave him a charge, as the Log p command- 


ed by the hand of Moſes. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The earneſt prayer which Moſes made to God, that 
ne might be permitted to enter the promiſed land, 


proves that his not being allowed to do ſo, was a grievous 


Giappointment to him; but you find that the Log to 


often it, vouchſafed to give him a ſight of Canaan; 


krengthening his eye to take in the extenſive proſpect. 
i: muſt have been a great conſolation to Moſes in his 
latter end, to be aſſured that the people would ſoon be 


E 5 ; in 
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in poſſeſſion of ſuch a fruitful and pleaſant country; 
and we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that, he was indulged 
with hopes of a more glorious proſpect, and permanent 
poſſeſſions in heaven, or the view of Canaan; would 
only have ſerved to mortify and vex him; but this kind- 
neſs quieted his ſpirit, and reconciled him to the will 
of Gon; otherwiſe he might have thought it hard, 
that he ſhould be excluded from what had. been the 
object of forty years toilſome purſuit ; and he would 
have had reaſon to complain of the ſeverity of the 
ſentence he received, for the crime he committed in 
ſtriking the rock. 

The great affection, which Moſes to the laſt moment 
of his life, entertained for the people, of Iſrael, made 
him very ſolicitous to appoint a ſucceſſor. Joſhua had 
ſignalized himſelf. by his valour and fidelity, and by 
his humility in miniſtring to, and waiting upon 
Moſes. | 

Moſes was commanded to lay his hands on Joſhua, 
as a token of transferring the government to him; alſo, 
as a fign of Gop's granting him the aſſiſtance of his 
holy Spirit, Moſes 1s ſaid to have put ſome of his honour 
upon Joſhua ; by which is meant, that. during the ſhort 
remainder of Moſes? life, he ſhould make him a kind 
of partner in his authority; that the people being uſed 
to obey him whilſt Moſes lived, might the more wil- 
lingly ſubmit to him afterwards. Joſhua received a 
charge to conſult the high prieſt on-all important occa- 
fions: In this particular he was inferior to Moſes, who 


had permiſſion to addreſs Gop himſelf. 


Moſes you find was not ambitious to advance the in- 
tereſt of his own family, though we read that he had 
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untry; 
lulged 
1anent 
would 
kind- 
e will 
hard, 
en the 
would 
f the 
ted in 


ment 
made 
a had 
id by 


Upon, 


ſhua, 
alſo, 
Ff his 
ONOUY 
ſhort 
kind 
uſed 
» Wil- 
red a 
occa- 
who 


e in- 
> had 


ſons: 


MOSES” MEEKNESS. 83 


ſons: ſubmiſſion to the will of Gop, and a ſteady and 
fervent zeal for the honour of the Lox», were the firſt 
principles of his actions; and he deſervedly gained the 
character of being the meekeſt of mankind, as there is 
no hiſtory (I will venture to ſay) upon record,. that 
can furniſh ſuch an inſtance of gentleneſs, mixed with: 
manly firmneſs, under trials and diſappointments. of the: 
moſt afflicting nature. 


E 6 SECT. 


Ha? ak 


SECT 


XVI. 


THE REUBENITES ARD GADITES suE For ar 
INHERITANCE, WII RH IS GRANTED 10 
THEM CONDITIONALLY., 


OW the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad had a very great 
multitude of cattle : and when they ſaw the 
land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that 
behold, the place was a place for cattle : 

The children of Gad and the children of 
Reuben came and ſpake unto Moſes, and to 
Eleazar the prieſt, and to the princes of the 
congregation, ſaying, 

Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nim- 
rah, and Heſhbon, and Elealeh, and She- 
bam, and Nebo, and Beon } 

Even the country which the Lonp ſmote 
before the congregation of Iſrael; is a land 
for cattle, and thy ſervants have cattle : 

Wherefore, ſaid they, if we have found 
grace in thy ſight, let this land be given 
unto thy ſervants for a poſſeſſion, and bring 
us not over Jordan. 

And Moles ſaid unto the children of Gad, 
and 


A COVENANT MADE. 85 


and to the children of Reuben, Shall your 
brethren go to war, and ſhall ye ſit here:? 

And wherefore dficourage ye the heart of 
the children of Iirael from going over into 
the land which the Lorp hath given them? 

Thus did your fathers, when I ſent them 
from Kadeſn-barnea to ſee the land. 

And behold, ye are riſen up in your fa- 
thers ſtead, an increaſe of ſinful men, to aug- 
ment yet the fierce anger of the LoRD to- 
ward Iſrael. | 

For if ye turn away from after him he 
will yet again leave them in the wilderneſs; 
and ye ſhall deſtroy all this people. 

And they came near unto him, and ſaid, 
We will build ſheep-folds here for our cattle, 
and cities for our little ones. 

But we ourſelves will go ready armed be- 
fore the children of Iſrael, until we have 
brought them unto their place; and our 
little ones. ſhall dwell in the fenced cities, 
becauſe of the inhabitants of the land. » 

We will not return unto our houſes until 
the children of Ifracl have inherited every 
man his inheritance. 

For we will not inherit with them on 


vonder fide Jordan, or forward; becauſe our 
inhe- 


3 
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inheritance 1s fallen to us on this ſide Jordan 
eaſtward. 

And Moſes ſaid unto them, If ye will do 
this thing, if ye will go armed before the 
Loxp to war, 

And will go all of you armed over Terdas 
before the LoR D, until he hath driven out 
his enemies from before him. 

And the land be ſubdued before the Lorp; 
then afterward ye ſhall return, and be guilt- 
leſs before the Lok p, and before Iſrael ; and 
this land ſhall be your poſſeſſion before the 
LorD. | 

But if ye will not do ſo, behold, ye ing 
finned againſt the Lorp: and be ſure your 
fin will find you out. 

And the children of Gad, and the children 
of Reuben ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Thy 
fervants will do as my lord commandeth. 

So concerning them, Moſes commanded 


Eleazar the prieſt, and Joſhua the ſon of 
Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of 


the children of Iſrael. 

And Moſes ſaid unto them, If the children 
of Gad and the children of Reuben will pals. 
with you over Jordan, every man armed to 
battle before the Lorp, and the land ſhall be 
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ſubdued before you; then he ſhall give them 
the land of Gilead for a poſſeſſion : 

But if they will .not paſs over with you 
armed, they ſhall have poſſeſſions among 
you in the land of Canaan. 

And the children of Gad, and the children 
of Reuben anſwered, ſaying, As the LoRxD 
hath ſaid unto thy ſervants, ſo will we do. 

We will paſs over armed before the Lox p 
into the land of Canaan, that the poſſeſſion 
of our inheritance on this fide Jordan may 
be ours. | 

And Mofes gave unto them, even to the 
children of Gad, and to the children of Reu- 
ben, and unto half the tribe of Manaſſeh the 
ſon of Joſeph, the kingdom of Sthon King of 


dren the Amorites: and the kingdom of Og king 
Thy of Baſhan, the land with the cities thereof, 
1. in the coaſts, even the cities of the country 
nded round about. 
n of Then. came the daughters of Zelophehad 
es of and ſtood before Moſes and Eleazar the 
prieſt, and all the congregation, ſaying, Why 
dren ſhould the name of our father be done away, 
paſs. becauſe he hath no ſon ? 
d to And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, 
11 be The COINS of Zelophehad ſpeak right, 


thou: 
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thou ſhalt, ſurely give them an inheritance 
among their father's nes and thou ſhalt 
cauſe the inheritance of their fathers to paſs 
unto to them. | 

Let them marry to whom they think beſt, 


only to the family of the tribe of their fa- 


thers {hall they marry. 
So ſhall not the inheritance of the children 


of Iſrael remove from tribe to tribe, for every 


one of the children Iſrael ſhall keep himſelf 
to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers, 
Even as the Loxd commanded Moſes, 0 


did the daughters of Zelophehad. 


And they were married into the families 
of the ſons of Manaſſch the ſon of Joſeph, 
and their inheritance remained 1n the tribe 
of the famil ly of their father, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


What were actually the motives which induced the 
Reubenites and the Gadites to make this requeſt, is 
not material to enquire; but you find, that Moſes im- 
puted it to improper ones, by the reproof he gave them; 
however, when he underftocd that they were willing to 
act with honour and gencrofity, he acquieſced in their 
propoſal, but warned them to be punctual in the per- 
formance of the conditions of, as it might be called, 
an agreement with the LORD, | 
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MOSES EXHORTATION To tus ISRAELITES, 
TO AWAKEN THEIR ATTENTION TO THEIR DUTY 
BEFORE HIS DEATH, 


TAHESE be the words which Moſes 
ſpake unto all Iſrael on this fide Jor- 
dan in the wilderneſs, in the plain over 
againſt the Red ſea, between Paran and To- 
piel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Di- 
zahab. | | 
After he had ſlain Sihon the king of the 
Amorites, which dwelt in Heſhbon, and Og 
the king of Baſhan, which dwelt at Aſtaroth 
in Edrei. 1 ä N 
On this ſide Jordan in the land of Moab, 
began Moſes to declare this law, ſaying, 
Now therefore hearken, O Iſrael, unto the 


| ſtatutes and unto the judgments which I 


teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, 
and go in and poſſeſs the land which the 


Lord Co of your fathers giveth you. 
Ye ſhall not add unto the word which 1 


command you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh 


ought 


2 . pls > > — — oY 


' p a - : 
: — - | . * g 
38 — "NIE =V wp ee e b -——— 7 — n 8 C ae mT — eto — ——— _ . — — 
1 In S 3 2 rot . Þ n , —— 2 => * —_— ——— 28 — E — * e 
r TN TW; / by WW Yd ö D * 3 — * D . F 
_—_— 2 — — — * e 3 N 8 * * | * * - * 8 = "I — A k. 57 
— — — - — — * * 78 1 2 — — .. — — * + Irons — — my rr —— — — 4 — — 1 
. —————ꝛ—ů—p——jfꝙð9 ß — . ]« Fe . re- — —— ——— * — — —— * > — ated ens ene hc 
da N — * 9 » * * * * — — 20= & — . » — — — — — — — * — — = 
* * 
- - 
* 


Ki 
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ovght from it, that ye may keep the com- 
mandments of the LoRD your Gop which ! 
command you. 

Your eyes have ſeen what the LoR p did 
becauſe of Baal-peor: for all the men that 
followed Baal-peor, the Loxp thy Gop hath 
deſtroyed them from among you. 

But ye that did cleave unto the LogD your 
God are alive every one of you this day. 

Behold, I have taught you ſtatutes and 
judgments, even as the LoxD my Gop com- 
manded me, that ye ſhould do ſo in the land 
whither ye go to poſſeſs it. | 

Keep therefore and do them: for this is 
your wiſdom and your underſtanding in the 
ſight of the nations which ſhall hear all theſe 
ſtatutes, and fay, Surely this great nation 1s 
a wife and underſtanding people. 

For what nation is there ſo great, who 
hath Gop ſo nigh unto them as the Lorp 
our Gop is in all things that we call upon 
him for? 

And what nation is there ſo great, that 
hath ſtatutes and judgments ſo righteous as 
all this Aw which I ſet before you this day? 

Only take heed to thyſelf, and keep thy 


foul diligently, left thou forget the things 


which 
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com- which thine eyes have ſeen, and leſt they de- 
ich I part from thy heart all the days of thy life; 
but teach them thy ſons, and thy ſons ſons. 


did Specially the day that thou ſtoodeſt before 
that the Loxp thy Gop in Horeb, when the 
hath Lonp faid unto me, Gather me the people 


together, and I will make them hear my 
words, that they may learn to fear me all the 
days that they ſhall live upon the earth, and 
that they may teach their children. 

And ye came near, and ſtood under the 
mountain: and the mountain burnt with fire 
unto the midſt of heaven, with darkneſs, 
clouds, and thick darkneſs. | 

And the Lord ſpake unto you out of th 
midſt of the fire; ye heard the voice of the 
words, but ſaw no ſimilitude, _ ye heard 
a voice, 

And he declared unto you his covenant 
which he commanded you to perform, even 
ten commandments; and he wrote them 
upon two tables of ſtone. 

Theſe words the Lok p ſpake unto all your 
aſſembly in the mount out of the midſt of the 
fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkneſs, 
with a great voice: and he added no more. 

And 
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And he wrote them in two tables of ſtone, 
and delivered them unto me. 

Aad 1t came to pais, when ye heard the 
voice out of the midſt of the darkneſs (for 


the mountain did burn with fire) that ye 
came near unto me, even all the heads of 


your tribes, and your elders ; 


And ye ſaid, Behold the LorpD our Goo 


| hath ſhewed us his glory and his greatneſs, 
and we have heard his voice out of the midſt 


of the fire; we have ſeen this day that Gop 
doth talk with man, and he hveth. 

Now therefore why ſhould we die? for 
this great fire will conſume us. If we hear 
the voice of the Lord our Gop any more, 
then we ſhall die. | 

For who is there of all fleſh that hath 
heard the voice of the living Gop, ſpeaking 
out of the midſt of the fire, as we have, and 
lived ? 

| Go thou near, and hear all that the Lozp 
our God ſhall ſay; and ſpeak thou unto us 
all that the Lozp our God ſhall ſpeak unto 
thee, and we will hear it and do it. | 

And the Lorp heard the voice of your 
words when ye ſpake unto me; and the Los 


ſaid unto me, I have heard the voice of the 
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words of this people which they have ſpoken 
unto thee : they have well ſyd all that they 
have ſpoken. 

O that there were ſuch an heart in them 
that they would fear me, and keep all my 


| commandments always, that it might be well 


with them and with their children for ever! 

Go, ſay to them, Get ye into your tents 
again, | 

But as for thee, ſtand thou here by me, 
and I will ſpeak unto thee all the command- 
ments and the ſtatutes, and the judgments - 
which thou ſhalt teach them, that they may 
do them in the land which I give them to 
poſſeſs it. | 

Ye ſhall obſerve to do therefore as the 
Loxp your Gop hath commanded you: ye 
ſhall not turn aſide to the right hand or to 
the left. 

Ye ſhall walk in all the ways which the 
Lon your Gop» hath commanded you: that 
ye may live, and that it may be well with 
you, and that ye may prolong your days in 
the land which ye ſhall poileſs. 

And the Loxzp commanded me at that 
time, to teach you ſtatutes and judgments, 


that 
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that ye might do them in the land whither m 
ye go over to poſſeſs it. no 
Take ye therefore good heed unto your: UG 
ſelves; for ye ſaw. no manner of ſimilitude th 
on the day that the Lord ſpake unto you in 
Horeb out of the midſt of the fire. OV 
Leſt ye corrupt yourſelves, and make you ſel 
a graven image, the ſimilitude of any figure, | 
the likeneſs of male or female. the 
The likeneſs of any beaſt that is on the he 
earth, the likeneſs of any winged fowl that im 
flieth in the air. the 


The likeneſs of any thing that creepetl I 
on the ground, the likeneſs” of any fiſh that 
is in the waters beneath the earth; 

And leſt thou lift up thine eyes unto 
heaven, and when thou ſeeſt the ſun, and the 
moon, and the ſtars, even all the hoſt of 
heaven, ſhouldeſt be driven to worſhip them, 
and ſerve them, which the Loxp thy Go 
hath divided unto all nations under the 
whole heaven. | 

But the Lord hath taken you, and brought 
you forth out of the iron furnace, even out 
of Egypt, to be unto him a people of in- 
heritance, as we are this day. 
Furthermore, the Loxp was angry with 
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me for your ſakes, and ſware that I ſhouid 
not go over Jordan, and that I ſhould not 
go in unto that good land which the LoRp 
thy Gop giveth thee for an inheritance, 

But I muſt die in this land, I muſt not go 
over Jordan: but ye ſhall go over, and poſ- 
ſeſs that good land. 

Take heed unto yourſelves, leſt 1 ye forget 
the covenant of the Log D your Gob, which 
he made with you, and make you a graven 
image, or the likeneſs of any thing which 
the Loxp thy Gop hath forbidden thee, 

For the Lo:D thy Gop is a conſuming 


fire, even a jealous Gop. - 


When thou ſhalt have children, and 
children's children, and ye ſhall have re- 
mained long in the land, and ſhall corrupt 
yourſelves, and make a graven image, or the 


| likeneſs of any thing, and ſhall do evil in the 


ſight of the Loxp thy GoD, to provoke him 
to anger; | 
I call heaven and earth to witneſs againſt 
you this day, that ye ſhall ſoon utterly periſh 
from off the land whereunto ye go over Jor- 
dan to poſſeſs it: ye ſhall not prolong your 
days upon it, but ſhall utterly be deſtroyed, 
And the Logp ſhall ſcatter you among 

: the 
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the nations, and ye ſhall be left few in num. 
ber among the heathen, whither the Lo:n Han 
ſhall lead you. N by 
And there ye ſhall ſerve gods, the work of Hand 
men's hands, wood and ſtone, which neither a ſti 
lee, nor hear, nor eat, nor ſme]. acc 
But if from thence thou ſhalt ſeek the did 
Lon pithy Gop, thou ſhalt find him, if thou U 
ſeek him with all thy heart and with all thy kno 
foul. none 
When thou art in tribulation, and all theſe O 
things are come upon thee, even in the latter M voic 
days, if thou turn to the LoxD thy Gov, and on e 
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{halt be obedient unto his voice; thou 

(For the Lox thy God is a merciful Gop;) the! 
he will not forſake thee, neither deſtroy thee, A 
nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which fore 
he ſware unto. them. brou 

For aſk now of the days that are paſt, ¶ pow: 
which were before thee, ſince the day that T 


Gop created man upon the earth, and alk great 
from the one ſide of heaven unto the other, thee 
whether there hath been any ſuch thing as herit 
this great thing is, or hath been herd like it? Kr 
Did ever people hear the voice of Gov in th 
* ſpeaking out of the midſt of the fire, as thou i heay; 
haſt heard, and live? | there 
J- Or Ve 
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Or hath Gop aſſayed to go and take him 


Ja nation Gol the midſt of another nation, 


by temptations, by ſigns, and by wonders, 
and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by 
a ſtretched-out arm, and by great terrors, 


according to all that the Loxp your Gon 


did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 
Unto thee it was ſhewed that thou migateſt 
know that the Loxb he is Gop: there is 


none elſe beſides him. 


Out of heaven he made thee to hear his 
voice, that he might inſtru thee : and up- 
on earth he ſhewed thee his great fire, and 
thou heardeſt his words out of the midſt of 


I the re. 


And becauſe he loved thy fathers, there- 
fore he choſe their ſeed after them, and 
brought thee out in his fight, with his mighty 
power out of Egypt: "3; 

To drive out nations from before thee, 
greater and mightier than thou art, to bring 
thee in, to give thee their land for an in- 


heritance, as it is this day. 


Know therefore this day, and conſider it 
in thine heart, that the Loxn he is God in 
heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: 
there is none elſe. 


Tet. 1 © 1 


Thou 


— — 
— 


— 
ng — 
— —— 
_ — <be—s. 


. —— 


* mmm, 4 Re ad 
——— an 
9 — A 


ans Fn. <> 
<— 


SEES 
EEE on ng 
. — — 
— 


6— NO 
22 —— 
2322 — 
N — 


— 
3 7 


— 
— 
= - 
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Thou ſhalt keep therefore his ſtatutes, and bei 


his commandments which I command the % 


this day, that it may go well with thee, and 


with thy children after thee, and that thou b 


mayeſt prolong thy days upon the earth anc 
which the Loxp thy Gop giveth thee ſo hi 


ever. 25 
aan 
cou! 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 45 

| | thou 

There is ſomething ſo affecting and pathetic in thi 0 
excellent diſcourſe, that I think it could not fail d | 

making a laſting impreſſion on the minds of the hearers 206 

Moſes was going to leave the Lor 0's people to ano. In 
ther leader, but determined, before he was taken from | 

them, to uſe every means ik his power of enforcing ney 
their obedience to the law of Gop, and perſuading df 2 
them not to forſake the Lox», nor worſhip falſe Gos M 
He reminded them of the peculiar privilege whid i _ 
they enjoyed, of having Gop ſo near them, that he wa Wes 
ready to hear all their petitions, and relieve them in aha 
every kind of neceſſity; but above all, hey were in. _ 
ſtructed in ſuch excellent laws, as if properly obſerved, P ik 
could not fail of ſecuring to them the conſtant protectio 2h 
of this moſt merciful Being, and promoting the happ! 43 p 
neſs of ſociety, = | 3 * * 
Moſes cautioned them not to make any image of God, * x 

or even to form an 1DEA of him in their minds, becauk 1 


they had received many commands not to do ſo; and 
| | beſides, 
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beſides, it was utterly impoſſible to repreſent by any 
wi/ible object, an inviſible Gop ; of whoſe real ſubſtauce | 
they could have no conception ; for they did not be- 
hold any /militud? when his GLoRY was diſplayed with 
ſo much magnificence on mount Sinai, only an appear- 
ance of devouring fire intermixt with awful darkneſs, 
which ſerved to veil the majeſty of the ſupreme Being: 
and even that, was ſo fingular and afoniſhing, that hu- 
man reaſon could no way have accounted for its neither 
could it be imitated by the art of man ; and fo much 
beyond the power of language, that thoſe who had be- 
held it, could not poſſibly find words to deſcribe it, 
though the mind of each individual muſt haye recely 4 


perfect conviction, that no being but an Al MIGHTY 


Gop, could reveal himſelf by ſuch evident marks of 
omni potence. | 
| As a till farther confirmation that this wonderful vi- 
fon was really a roxEN of the Divine PAESEN CE, 
they heard the WorpD of Gop ſpeaking out of the 
midſt of the fire, 

Moſes reminded the Iſraelites of the conſternation 
which this ſurprizing event produced amongſt them, 


and how earneſtly they entreated, no more to behold the 


awful ſi ght. 

Let us, my dear, be thankful, that it pleaſed Gop 
to reveal HIMSELF to the Iſraelites in fo evident a man- 
ner, in order to confirm the world in- the belief of his 
exiſtence and providence; and ſince we are informed, 
that ſuch tranſcendent appearances overcame the minds 
and ſenſes of the beholders, let us rejoice, that the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the world does not require c to ſtand ſuch 
arduous trials; eſpecially as we have the promiſe of 

T0 _ Gon, 
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Gop, that after death, thoſe who have ſerved him 
faithfully in this world, ſhall be able to behold his glory, 
not only without pain and dread, but even with the 
utmoſt degree of tranquillity and joy ; which we are 
taught to believe, will form a conſiderable part of our 
felicity in a ſtate of heavenly bliſs. 

We, as well as the Iſraelites, have many temptations 
to forget Gop ; let us reſolve therefore, my dear, to 
profit by the admonitions of Moſes ; and as there is but 
ene AlLmiGuTY BEING, who created, ſuſtains and 
bleſſes us, let us attach ourſelves to his ſervice with the 
moſt ſteadineſs, always remembering the benefits he 
Ras beſtowed, and endeavouring to obey his laws, for he 
will certainly forſake and puniſh us if we do not. 
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ee. ro cer GOD'S COMMANDMENTS, ans: 
ains and TEACH THEM TO THEIR CHILDREN, 
with the | | | 
PEP PR OW theſe are the commandments, 4 
vs, for he ſtatutes, and the judgments 1 
Ot. the Lord your Gop commanded to teach 
you, that ye might do them in the land 
whither ye go to poſſeſs it: 
That thou mighteſt fear the Lorp thy 
Gop, ta keep all his ſtatutes, and his com- 
mandments which I command thee; thou, 
and thy ſon, and thy ſon's ſon, all the days 
of thy life, and that thy days. may be pro- 
longed. | 
Hear, therefore, O Iſrael, and obſerve to 
do it, that it may be well with thee, and that 
ye may increaſe mightily, as the Loxp GOD 
of thy fathers hath promiſed thee, in the 
land that floweth with milk and honey. 
2 Ir Hear, O Iſrael, the LoRD our Gop is one 


Lord. 
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102 DUTY TO 6 0. 


And thou ſhalt love the Loxb thy Gon T 
with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, WWcrv 
and with all thy might. Y 

And theſe words which I command thee s. 
this day ſhall be in thine heart. T 

And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto Hen 
thy children, and-ſhalt talk of them when imo 
thou ſitteſt in thine houſe and when thou nan 
walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieſt A 

and when thou riſeſt up. com: 
nd thou ſhalt write them upon the poſts Hand 
of thy houſe, and on thy gates. the ! 

And it ſhall be when the Lorp thy Gov I. 
Mall have brought thee into the land which were 
he ſware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to the I 
Iſaac, and to Jacob, to give thee, great MImigt 
and goodly cities, which thou buildedlt At 
not ; 4 5 ders, 
And houſes full of all good things which Phar: 
thou filledſt not, and wells digged, which eur © 
thou diggedſt not, vineyards and olive-trees, Ar 
which thou plantedſt not, when thou ſha It be m 
have eaten and be full; whicl 
Then beware leſt thou forget the Lox An 
which brought thee forth out of the land of ¶ cheſe 
Egypt; from the houſe of bondage. our g 
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Thou ſhalt fear the Loxp thy God, and 
ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by his name. | 
Ye ſhail not tempt the Loxp your Gop, 


s ye tempted him in Maſſah. 


Ye ſhall diligently Keep the command- 
ments of the Lord your God, and his teſ- 


timonies and his ſtatutes which he hath com- 


manded thee. | 
And when thy ſon aſketh thee in time to 
come, ſaying, What mean the teſtimonz 
and the ſtatutes and the judgments wf 
the Lozp our Gop hath commanded you? 

Then thou ſhalt ſay unto thy ſon, We 
were Pharaoh's bond-men in Egypt; and 
the LoxD brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. 

And the Logo ſhewed ſigns and won- 
ders, great and ſore, upon Egypt, upon 
Pharaoh and upon all his houſhold, before 
our eyes: 

And he brought us out from thence, that 
he might bring us in, to give us the land 
which he ſware unto our fathers. 

And the Lord commanded us to do all 
theſe ſtatures, to fear the Lord our Gov, for 
our good always, that he might preſerve us 
alive, as it is at this day. 
* F 4 


And 
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And it ſhall be our righteouſneſs, if we 
obſerve to do all theſe commandments be- 
fore the Lok D our Gop, as he hath com- 
manded us. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Moſes was very ſolicitous that the people ſhould be 
well principled in religion, previous to their taking poſ. 
ſeſſion of the promiſed land, that they might ſet out 
yell; and he ſtrongly recommended to them to inſtrut 
children in the law of Gov, as the only way to 
ſecure their happineſs. 

It is my duty; my dear, to admonith you in the ſame 
manner which Moſes recommends; and I hope, if you 


ſnould live to have children, you will da the ſame, for 


it is a very wicked thing to neglect it. 

You find Moſes adviſes parents to take every oppor- 
tunity of converſing with their children on religtsus 
ſubjects; many occaſions will ariſe, even whilſt people 
are employed in domeſtic affairs, of calling to mind the 
goodneſs of GOD: Who can forget it, when they 
behold a table ſpread for their refreſhment, with food 
made for the ſuſtenance of man? If we walk in the 
fields, and behold the beauties of nature, can they fail 
of awakening our attention to the great Creator of them? 
And ſhould we not inſtru& our children at the cloſe of 
every day, to acknowledge Gop's merciful preſervation 
of them, and implore his protection from the perils and 
dangers of the night ? - 

We are commanded to lebe GOD: We muſt rejoice 
that there is ſuch a being, place our dependance upon 

him, 
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LOVE OF. GO. 105 
him, be entirely devoted to him; it muſt be a conſtant 
pleaſure to hear of him, to ſpeak of him, and to ſerve 
him as our father, friend, and bountiful benefactor, 
above any creature whatever.“ 

It is neceſſary to read the Word of Gon frequently, . 
that we may conſtantly remember it: at the time when 
Moſes ordered the Iſraelites to write the precepts of the - 
law on their poſts and gates, there were but few written 
copies of it, but we have Bibles in every houſe. 

They were cautioned not to forget Gop in the day 
of proſperity. You are not to underſtand: that Moſes 
taught them to ſwear by the name of God in con | 
converſation, but only when they made covenants with 
other nations, they were to ratify or confirm them by 
the name of the Lord ; that is to ſay, call on Gob as 
a witneſs to the agreement, by which act they expoſed + 
themſelves to the wrath of Goo if they broke the oath ; 
for as he is a Gop of truth, it is very impious to pro- 
miſe or declare any thing in his name that we de not 
mtend to keep; this is called perjury, and is with 
us conſidered as a great crime, when a perſon is. 
convicted of taking a falſe oath as witneſs on a trial, 
or in other legal caſes. Thoſe perſons who are 
accuſtomed to ſwearing in their daily diſcourſe, cer. 
tanly expoſe themſelves to the anger of Gop. 

By tempting the LogD, is meant that we ſhould not 
diſtruſt his power or providence, nor murmur and fall . 
into deſpair at any change of fortune. 

You find, that Moſes ſuppoſed that children would 


enquire the meaning of the religious rites and ceremo- 


es that their parents obſerved. Gop is well pleaſed : 
wth thoſe that ſeek him early: ſerve him in your 
youth, 


#6 
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youth, my dear, and you will find the duty ſo pleaſant, 
that nothing will tempt you to forfake him; but if 
you let the allurements of the world get poſſeſſion of 
your affections, to the excluſion of religion, you will 
become averſe to it, and fancy that the practice of it 
will make you ſtupid and melancholy, or expoſe you 
to the ridicule of the gay and the polite; by which 
means you will ſhut yourſelf out from Gop's favour 
and love, and thereby loſe the higheſt advantages and 
moſt rational delights which the human ſoul is capabe 
. of enjoying. | 

Soy graciouſly promiſed the Iſraelites * that an 
% gbſervance of his divine commands \/bould be their 
righteouſneſs.” From which we may underſtand, that 
though they had no claim to Gon's bleſſings without 
unerring goodneſs, he would make allowances for the 
infirmities of human nature, and on condition that they 
regulated their conduct by the moral law, and offered 
the ſacrifices appointed, in acknowledgment that they 
owed even their lives to his infinite mercy, he would 
redeem them from the puniſhment due for their offences, 
and accept of their 5% . inſtead of un, nning 
obedience, provided they were accompanied with faith 
and truſt in his mercy. 
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ay: MOSES' EXHOR TATION conTINUED, ro avoip 
our IDOLATRY, AND REMEMBER THE GOODNESS 
and or THE LORD. 
abe 

HEN the Lord thy Gop ſhall bring 
an ] } thee into the land whither thou goeſt 
Per to poſſeſs it, and hath caſt out many nations 
29 before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgaſhites, 
= and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and 
hey the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
red Jebuſites, ſeven nations "— and mightier 
hey than thou. 
0 And when the Lorp thy Gui ſhall de- 
7 liver them before thee: thou ſhalt ſmite 


Ach them, and utterly deſtroy them, thou ſhalt 
make no covenant with them, nor ſhew mer- 
cy unto them : 

Neither ſhalt thou mals marriages with 
them; thy daughter thou ſhalt not give unto 

J. his ſon, nor his daughter ſhalt thou take 
unto thy ſon. 

Por they will turn away thy fon from 
following me, that they may ſerve other 
F 6 gods; 
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gods; ſo will the anger of the Loks be kin- 
dled againſt you, and deſtroy thee ſuddenly. 

But thus ſhall ye deal with them ; ye ſhall 
deſtroy their altars, and break down their 
images; and cut down their groves, and 
burn their graven images with fire. 

For thou art a holy people unto the Lozp 
thy Gop: the Loxp thy Gop hath choſen 


thee to be a ſpecial people unto himſelf, I 


above all people that are upon the face of 
the earth. 

The Loxd did not ſet his love upon you, 
nor chooſe you, becauſe ye were more in 
number than any people: for ye were the 
feweſt of all people : 

But becauſe the Lo6rp loved you, and 


| becauſe he would keep the oath which he 


had ſworn unto your fathers, hath the Loxy 
brought you out with a mighty hand, and 
redeemed you out of the houſe of bond- 
men, from the hand of Pharaoh, king of 
Fgypt. 

Know therefore that the LoRD thy Gop, 
he is Gop, the faithful Gop, which keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them that love 
him, and keep his commandments, to a 
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And repayeth them that hate him to their 


din- 


ly. face, to deſtroy them: he will not be ſlack 
hall to him that hateth him, he will 1 him 
1eIr to his face. 

and Thou ſhalt therefore keep the command- 


ments and the ſtatutes and the judgments 
which I command thee this day to do them. 

Wherefore it ſhall come to paſs, if ye 
| hearken to theſe judgments, and keep and 
do them; that the LoD thy Gop ſhall keep 
unto thee the covenant and the mercy which 
he ſware unto thy fathers. 

Thou ſhalt be bleſſed above all people. 

And the LokDp will take away from thee 
all ſickneſs, and will put none of the evil 
diſeaſes of Egypt (which thou knoweſt) upon 


RD 
ſen 


elf, 


he thee ; but will lay them . all them that 

1 hate thge. 

1d And thou ſhalt conſume all the people 

d which the Loxp thy Gop ſhall deliver thee; 

of thine eye ſhall have no pity upon them; 
neither ſhalt thou ſerve their gods; for that 

), will be a ſnare unto thee. 

h If thou ſhalt ſay in thine heart, Theſe 

c WT nations are more than I; how can I dif- 


1 8 polleis them? 
Tou 
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Thou ſhalt not be afraid of them ; but 
ſhalt well remember what the Lorp thy 
Gop did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt: 

The great temptations which thine eyes 
faw, and the ſigns, and the wonders, and 
the mighty hand, and the ſtretched out arm, 
whereby the Log thy Gop brought thee 
out: ſo ſhall the Lord thy Gop do unto all 
the people of whom thou art afraid. 

Moreover, the Logp thy Gop will fend the 
hornet among them, until they that are left 
and hide themſelves from thee be deſtroyed. 

Thou ſhalt not be affrighted at them; for 

the Lorp thy Gob is among you, a mighty 
God and terrible. 
And the Loxp thy Gop will put out thoſe 
nations before thee by little and little: thou 
mayeſt not conſume them at once, leſt the 
beaſts of the field increaſe upon thee. 

But the Log D thy Gop ſhall deliver them 
unto thee, and ſhall deſtroy them with a 
mighty deſtruction, until they be deſtroyed. 

And he ſhall deliver their kings into thine 
hand, and thou ſhalt deſtroy their name from 
under heaven : there ſhall no man be able 
to ſtand before thee, until thou have deſtroy- 
ed them. 
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The graven images of their gods ſhall ye 
burn with fire: thou ſhalt not defire the fil- 
ver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto 
thee, leſt thou be ſnared therein; for it is an 
abomination to the Lord thy Gop. 

Neither ſhalt thou bring an abomination 
into thy houſe, leſt thou be a curſed thing 
like it: but thou ſhalt utterly deteft it, and 
thou ſhalt utterly abhor it; for it is a curſed 
thing. | | 

All the commandments which I command 
thee this day ſhall ye obſerve to do, that ye 
may live, and multiply, and go in and poſ- 
ſeſs the land which the Lorp {ware unto 
your fathers. 

And thou ſhalt remember all the way 
which the Lorp thy Gop led thee theſe for- 
ty years in the wilderneſs, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know. what was in 
thine heart, whether thou wouldeſt —_— his 
commandments or no. 

And he humbled thee, and ſuffered yy 
to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which 
thou kneweſt not, neither did thy fathers 
Know ; that he might make thee: know that 
man doth not live by — only, but by 


every 


1 
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every word that proceedeth out of the 


mouth of the Lorp doth man live. 

Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee; 
neither did thy foot ſwell theſe forty years. 

Thou ſhalt alſo conſider in thine heart, 
that as a man chaſteneth his ſon, ſo the Lokb 
thy Gop chaſteneth thee. by 

Therefore thou ſhalt keep the command- 
ments of the LoR D thy Gop, to walk in his 
ways, and to fear him. 

For the Loxp thy Gop bringeth thee into 


a good land, a land of brooks of water, of | 


fountains and depths that ſpring out of val- 
lies and hills; | 

A land of wheat and barley, and vines, 
and fig-trees, and pomegranates, a land of 
oil- olive, and honey: 

A land wherein thou ſhalt eat bread with- 
out ſcarceneſs, thou ſhalt not lack any thing 
in it: a land whoſe ſtones are iron, and out 
of whoſe hills thou mayeſt dig braſs. 

When thou haſt eaten and art full, then 


thou ſhalt bleſs the Loxp thy Gop for the 


good land which he hath given thee. 
Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 


God, in not keeping his commandments, _ 


and 


and his 
comma 

Leſt, 
and ha 


| therein 


And 
tiply, a 
plied, : 

The 
forget 
thee fo! 
the hou 


W he 


rible w 


and ſco 
no wal 
out of 
Whe 
na, wh 
might! 
thee, tc 
And 
and the 
this we 
But 
God; 1 
get WE: 


PRIDE FORBIDDEN. 113 


and his judgments, and his ſtatutes, which I 
command thee this day. 

Leſt, when thou haſt eaten and art full, 
and haſt built goodly houſes, and dwelt 
| therein ; 

And when thy herds and thy flocks mul- 
tiply, and thy ſilver and thy gold is multi- 
plied, and all that thou haſt is multiplied: 

Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou: 
forget the Loxp thy God, which brought 
thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from 
the houſe of bondage; : 

Who led thee through that great and ter- 
rible wilderneſs, wherein were fiery ſerpents, 
and ſcorpians, and drought, where there was 


of no water; who brought thee forth water 
out of the rock of flint ; | | 

* Who fed thee in the wilderneſs with man- 

g na, which thy . fathers knew not, that he 

It might humble thee, and that he might prove 
thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 

n And thou ſay in thine heart, my power 


e and the might of my hand hath gotten me 
this wealth. 


y But thou ſhalt remember the Loxp thy 
„60d; for it is he that giveth thee power to 
] get wealth, that he may eſtabliſh his cove- 


nanc 


114 ISRAEL'S HOLINESS. 


nant which he fware unto thy fathers, as it 


is this day. 

And it ſhall be, if thou do at all forget 
the Lord thy Gop, and walk after other 
gods, and ſerve them; and worſhip them, ! 
reſtify againſt you this day that ye ſhall ſure- 
ly periſh. 

As the nations which the Loxp deſtroyeth 
before your face, ſo ſhall ye periſh, becauſe 
ye would not be obedient unto the voice of 
the LoRD your Gop. | 


ANNOTATIONS Ax P REFLECTIONS, 


It appears at firſt ſight very barbarous in Moſes to 
deſire the Iſraelites to treat the ſeven nations with ſo 
much ſeverity ; but you muſt remember that they 
were wicked idolators, and the Iſraelites were in this 
caſe inſtruments of puniſhment to them; had they been 
merely enemies to themſelves, it would have been 
wrong to proceed againſt them with ſo much rigour; 
but Gop beſt knew what theſe nations deſerved, and 
the Iſraelites were bound to obey his commands. Had 
any of them been preſerved alive, moſt likely the peo- 
ple would have married amongſt them, as the deſcend- 
ants of Seth did with the poſterity of Cain, which you 
may remember was the means of corrupting the wor- 
ſhip of Gop, and introducing the utmoſt diſorder, 

The children of Iſrael were a Holy nation, that is 
to ſay, they had @ holy averſbip among them, the ob- 
ject 
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ject of which was the true Gop, * who had placed his 


« Joe upon them; ' that is to ſay, advanced them above 
all thoſe nations who were addicted to idolatry, there- 
fore they were to be zealous for the honour of Gon; but 


in order to keep them from entertaining too high an 


opinion of themſelves on account of this preference, 
Moſes informed them, it was not for their own merit, 
but that Gop might fulfil his promiſes to Abraham, 
lizac and Jaceb, who ſerved him with a willing mind, 
and believed in his holy word. 

In order to render the work eaſier to the Iſraelites, 4 
were to deſtroy the nations gradually; for had they been 
extirpated at once, their cities and fields would have 


been deſolate and even filled with wild beaſts, before 


the Iſraelites, who were in compariſon few in number, 
had been able to furniſh them with inhabitants, Moſes 
called to mind the occurrences of the laſt forty years, 
to convince them, that beſides the ordinary means Gon 
has ordained for the ſuſtenance of man, he can alter 
any thing in nature or create new ones, ſo that he could 
even command ſtones to become bread, if it would an- 
ſwer any kind purpoſe of providence. Think, my 
dear, of the almighty power of that good Being, to 
whom we, as well as the Iſraelites, are encouraged to 
look up for ſupport! If we do our duty he will cer- 

tainly provide for us by ſome means or other. 
Whether the cloaths of the Iſraelites, literally fpeak- 
ing, „never waxed old,” is a difficult matter to deter- 
mine. If they had not the means of procuring new ones, 
there is no reaſon to doubt but Gop miraculouſly pre- 
vented their decay; but as they carried plenty of things 
out of Egypt, and had ſome manufactures among them, 
{as 
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(as you find by the work of the tabernacle,) it is mol 
probable this was not the caſe; and the expreſſion 2 
<< raiment waxed not old, neither did thy foot well the 
«« forty years, may only mean, that the Iſraelites were 
never reduced to the neceflity of wearing tattered 
cloaths, or going barefoot for want of ſhoes. 

Go proved them in the wilderneſs ;”* that 1s to ſay, 
educated them as it were, training them by degrees to 


his ſervice, that they might learn to know and fear. 


him, and place their whole truſt and confidence in his 
mercy. 


When they departed from their 4 he afflicted 


them; but to prevent their ſuppoſing from this cir- 
cumſtance that they were forſaken by Gop, Moſes af- 
ſured the people, that theſe afflictions were the chaſti/e. 
ments of the Lok bp, intended to recal them to their 
duty : if they acknowledged them as ſuch, and re- 
formed their lives, Divine goodneſs would again receive 
them into favour. 

Moſes cautioned them againſt abuſing the len 
they would find in Canaan, that they ſhould not eat 
and drink to exceſs, but with moderation; and always 
remember that the bleſſings they enjoyed, came from 
Go. 

You find, my dear, that a great part of Moſes' in- 
ſtructions to the Iſraelites is applicable to all mankind, 
and I hope you will treaſure it up in your memory, 
ſince you are taught how ts it is to be diſobe- 
dient to Gop. | 
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MOSES AGAIN EXHORTS THE PEOPLE To rELY 
ON THE POWER OF THE LORD, AND TO REMEM- 


BER THAT HE IS an ALMIGHTY GOD. 


EAR, O Ifrael : thou art to paſs over 
| 1 1 Jordan this day, to go in to poſſeſs 

nations greater and mightier than thyſelf, 
cities great, and fenced up to heaven ? 

A people great and tall, the children of 
the Anakims, whom thou knoweſt, and of 
whom thou haſt heard ſay, Who can ſtand 
before the children of Anak ! 


nty Underſtand therefore this day, that the 
cat WF lon thy Gop is he which goeth over before 
ays 


thee, as a conſuming fire : he ſhall deſtroy 
them, and he ſhall bring them down before 
1 thy face: ſo ſhalt thou drive them out and _ 
1d, deſtroy them quickly, as the Lorp hath ſaid - 


ry, unto thee. 


de- Speak not thou in thine heart, after that 
the LoRx D thy Gop hath caſt them out from 
f before thee, ſaying, For my righteouſneſs ' 


the Lop hath brought me in to poſſeſs this 
6 | land : 
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land: but for the wickedneſs of theſe na. 
tions the Lorp doth drive them out from 
before thee. 


Underſtand thetic e, has the Loxp thy 


Gop giveth thee not this good land to pol. 


ſeſs it for thy righteouſneſs; for thou art i 


ſiff-necked people. 
And now, Iſrael, what doth the Loxp thy 


Gop require of thee, but to fear the Lox 
thy Gop, to walk in all his ways, and to 


love him, and to ſerve the Loxp thy Gov 
with all thy heart and with all thy ſoul. 

To keep the commandments of the Loxy, 
and his ſtatutes, which I command thee this 
day for thy good ? 

Behold, the heaven, and the heaven of 
heavens is the Lord's thy Gop, the earth 
alſo with all that therein is. 

Only the LorpD had a delight in thy fa- 
thers to love them, and he chofe their ſeed 
after them, even you above all people, as it 
is this day. | 

For the Lox your Gop is Gop of gods 
and Lord of lords, a great Gob, a mighty 
and a terrible, which regardeth not perſons, 
nor taketh reward. 


He doth execute the judgment of the fa- 
therlel 


three! 
LoL 
of he: 

An 
heark 
which 


Lorp 


your | 


Th 
in his 
rain, . 
and th 

Ani 
cattle, 
"4a 


6OD's PROMISES. 119 


na- 
from 


therleſs and widow, and loveth the ſtranger, 
in giving him food and raiment. 


were ſtrangers in the land of Egypt. 

Thou ſhalt fear the Loxp thy Gop, him 
ſhalt thou ſerve, and to, him ſhalt thou 
cleave, and ſwear by his name. 

He is thy praiſe, and he is thy God, that 
hath done for thee theſe great and terrible 
things which thine eyes have ſeen. 

Thy fathers went down into Egypt with 
threeſcore and ten perſons; and now the 
Loxp thy Gop hath made thee as the ſtars 
| of heaven for multitude. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, if you ſhall 
hearken diligently unto my commandments 
which I command you this day, to love the 
Lorp your Gop, and to ſerve him with all 
your heart, and with all your ſoul; 

That I will give you the rain of yourland 
in his due ſeaſon, the firſt rain and the latter 
rain, that thou mayeſt gather in thy corn, 
and thy wine, and thine oil. | 

And I will ſend graſs in thy fields, for thy 
cattle, that thou mayeſt eat and be full. 

Take heed to yourſelyes, that youn heart 
2 be 


> thy 
poſ-· 
art ai 


thy 
OR : 
d toi 
(30D 


RD, 
this 


1 of 
Arth 


7 fas 
ſeed 
8 It 


ods, 
rhty 
Ons, 
W; 


> fa- 


Love ye therefore the ſtranger ; for ye 
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be not deceived, and ye turn . and ſerve 
other gods, and worſhip them: 

And then the Lokxp's wrath be kindled 
againſt you, and he ſhut up the heaven that 
there be no rain, and that the land yield not 
her fruit ; and leſt ye periſh quickly from off 
the good land which the Loxp giveth you. 

Therefore ſhall ye lay up theſe my words 
in your heart and in your ſoul, and bind 
them for a ſign upon your hand, that they 
may be as frontlets between your eyes. 
And ye ſhall teach them your children, 
ſpeaking of them when thou fitteſt in thine 
houſe, and' when thou walkeſt by the way, 
when thou lyeſt down, and when thou 
riſeſt up. 8 
Every place whereon the ſoles of your feet 

ſhall tread ſhall be yours: from the wilder- 
neſs, and Lebanon, from the river, the river 
Euphrates, even unto the uttermoſt fea, ſhall 
your coaſt be. 4 

There ſhall no man be able to . be- 
fore you: for the LoRD your Gop ſhall lay 
the fear of you, and the dread of you upon 
all the land that ye ſhall tread upon, as he 
hath Taid unto you. 


Behold, 


W of the 


you thi 
And 


mandin 


aſide OL 


this da; 
have ne 


ANI 


This aj 
new diſcc 
it was del 
ites what 
and anim 
with aſſun 
them to ! 
this oppo! 
happened 
cauſe you 
proceedec 
thewed, t! 
neighbour 

I think 
Egypt, bi 
the river 
the ſoil b. 

Vol. ] 


BLESSING AND CURSE. 121 


Echold, I ſet before you this day a bleſs- 
ing, and a curle ; | 
A bleſſing, if ye obey the commandments 
of the Loxp your Gop which-I command 
you this day; s 

And a curſe, if ye will not obey the com- 
mandments of the Lozp your God, but turn 
| aſide out of the way which I command you 
this day, to go after other gods, which ye 
have not known. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


This appears, by the manner in which it begins, like a 
new diſcourſe, though we are not informed at what time 
it was delivered. Moſes at this time informed the Iſrael- 
ites what kind of perſons they were going to encounter, 
and animated them to aſſume courage to attack them, 
with aſſurances that the LORD would certainly enable 
them to ſubdue theſe mighty nations. Moſes took 
this opportunity of repeating many circumſtances that 
happened to them in the wilderneſs, which I omit, be- 
cauſe you are already acquainted with them. He then 
proceeded to ſum up the whole purport of the law, and 
ſhewed, that in it is contained their Gaty to God, their 
neighbour, and themſelves. 

I think I have already told you that it ſeldom rains in 
Egypt, but the land is watered by the overflowing of 
the river Nile: though the inundation greatly enriches 
the ſoil by the ſlime it leaves behind, there is a great 
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rain, is meant, that which fell at ſeed- time, and that 


122 LAND OF CANAAN. 
deal of labour required in ditching and draining the 


fields, to bring water to the higher parts of it. Moſs, 
therefore acquainted them with the ſaperior excellency 


of Canaan, which if they were obedient, ſhould be fer 
tilized by the bleſſing of God, who who would eaſe MOSEs 


them of toil by ſending rain in due ſcaſon, that is to ſay, 
when it was requiſite. By the former and the Latte 


waich fell a little before harveſt. ; 
* Canaan comprized hut a ſmall tract of land; the | 


moſt authentic Geographers tell us that it was 20 thee, t 
miles in length, and about 80 in breadth : but notwitl. WF abomi! 
ſtanding theſe narrow limits, 1t was ſo fertile that i The 
abounded not only with neceſſaries, but with delicacies 

one th 
as you may judge from the deſcription which Mob 
gave of it to the Iſraelites. The air of this county pals th 
was very temperate and ſerene, and the ſoil ſo fertil, Or an C 
that it required ſcarce any labour or manure. In thek a witcl 
days it appears a poor barren ſpot, but this is in a grea Or 2 
meaſure owing to want of cultivation, It is ſuppoſed ſpirits, 
to have been at firſt peopled by the deſcendants of Cz 
naan ſoon after the flood, and therefore its inhabitank For 
muſt have been in poſſeſſion of the true religion, which lation 
remained (amongſt ſome of them at leaſt) in the day abomir 
of Abraham, for Melchiſedek the Prieſt of the mo/? hip them o 
God was a Canaanite ; but they degenerated apact Tho 
for in the time of Iſaac they were notorious Idolater; G 
and in the days of Moſes, they not only worſhippel W's 
idols, but were guilty of the moſt immoral practices. For 
o = hearke! 
* Uniyerſal H. ſtory. | diviner 
hath ne 
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1 that 


S ET. XXI. 


IJ HEN thou art come into the land 
N which the LORD thy Gop giveth 
20 fthee, thou ſhalt not learn to do after the 
with. abominations of thoſe nations. 

hat üg There ſhall not be found among you any 
ue one that maketh his ſon or his daughter to 
— paſs through the fire, or that uſeth divination, 
ertile or an obſerver of times, or an enchanter, or 
theſe a witch. | 
great Or a charmer, or a conſulter with familiar 
70 ſpirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 

_ For all that do theſe things are an abomi- 
wal nation unto the Logo : and becauſe of theſe 
dan abominations, the Loxp thy Gop doth drive 
Aung chem out before thee. | 
* Thou ſhalt be perfect with the Loxp thy 

Coo. | 


ipped | 
For theſe nations which thou ſhalt poſſeſs 


es. 


hearkened unto obſervers of times, and unto 
diviners: but as for thee, the LoxD thy Goo 

07.08 bath not ſuffered thee fo to do. 
G 2 The 


424 A PROPHET PROMISED. 
The Lorp thy Gop will raiſe up unto 


thee a Prophet from the midſt of thee, off 
thy brethren like unto me; unto him je 


ſhall hearken ; 


Lord thy Gov in Horeb, in the day of the 


aſſembly, ſaying, Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Loxzd my Gop, neither let me 


ſee this great fire any more, that I die not. 


| And the Lord ſaid unto me, They have 
_.well ſpoken that which they have ſpoken. 


I will raiſe them up a Prophet from among 
known, 


their brethren like unto thee, and will put 


my words in his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak . 


unto them all that I ſhall command him. 


| ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will require it d 
him. 

But the prophet which ſhall preſume to 
ſpeak a word in my name, which I have not 


commanded him to ſpeak, or that ſhal N 


ſpeak in the name of other gods, even that 
prophet ſhall die. 

And if thou fay in thine mw How ſhall 
we know the word which the Loxo hath not 
ſpoken ? 


When 
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When a prophet ſpeaketh in the name of 
the Lok, if the thing follow not, nor come 
to paſs, that is the thing which the Log 
W hath not ſpoken, but the prophet hath ſpoken: 
W it preſumptuouſly : thou ſhalt not be afraid 
W of him. | 

If there ariſe among you a prophet, or a 
dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a fign 
or a wonder, | 

And the ſign or the wonder come to pais 

whereof he ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Let us. 
go after other gods, which thou haſt not 
known, and let us ſerve them; 
Thou ſhalt not hearken unto the words of 
W that prophet or that dreamer of dreams : 
bor the Loxp your Gop proveth you, to 
know whether ye love the Log your Gop 
with all your heart and with all your ſoul. 

Ye ſhall walk after the Lox your God, 
[and fear him and keep his commandments, 
and obey his voice, and ye ſhall ſerve him 
and cleave unto him. | 

And that prophet or that dreamer - of 
dreams ſhall be put to death, becauſe he hath 
ſpoken to turn you away from the EorD 
your Gop, which brought you out of the 


land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the 
G 3 houſe 
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126 WIZARDS AND SORCERERS. 


houſe of bondage, to thruſt thee out of the 
way which the LoxD thy Gop commanded 
thee to walk in. 
away from the midſt of thee. 


— 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, 


In the hiſtory of Balaam you read, my dear, that the 
king of Moab ſent for him to perform magical arts, 
in order to bring down curſes upon the Iſraelites ; and 
I then informed you, that it was a general cuſtom 
amongſt the idolatrous nations, to devote their ene- 
mies to deſtruction at the beginning of their wars. 

Moſes was the perſon appointed by Gop to commu. 
nicate to the Iſraelites, thoſe commands which were to 
remain as laws, by which they ſhould govern themſelves 


' on all occaſions: and as it was known to Gop that the 


Iſraelites would be apt to follow the example of their 
neighbours; in performing ſuperſtitious ceremonies, 
and ſeeking to pry into futurity, by conſulting perſons 
who pretended to have intercourſe with ſpirits, (called 
wizards and ſorcerers) Moſes was ordered to give them 
ſtrict injunctions to the contrary. | 

I hope, my dear, your education and early acquaint- 
ance with the word of Gop, will keep you from the 
defirr of knowing future events, which Gop for wile 
reaſons, has concealed from us: but ſhould you ever 
find an inclination to liſten to fortune-tellers and con- 
jurers, remember, that Moſes has ſaid, eg things 
are abominatious to the LoR D.“ Such kind of per- 
fons, cannot by any gumam art, penetrate into the ſe- 
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crets of providence any more than we can; and if they 
really had an intercourſe with ſpirits, they muſt be bad 
ones; for no others would preſume to make known what 


Gop thinks fit to conceal ; therefore a good perſon 


would not wiſh to gain information by their means, 
nor truſt themſelves to the direction of the Devil's 
agents. But you may . aſſure yourſelf, my dear; that 
fortune-tellers are impoſtors, and know no more than 
we do what ſhall Befal us; though, by the enquiries 
that they previouſly make in the neighbourhood, they 
mav come to the knowledge of ſome circumſtances, 
which, with the aſſiſtance of the queſtions put to them, 


and the paſſions that diſcover themſelves in the coun- 


tenance of the enquirer, may enable them to prognoſti- 
cate with ſome degree of certainty in many caſes. 

The Iſraelites were alſo repeatedly commanded not 
to make their ſons and their daughters paſs through 
the fire, In order to explain this to you, I muſt in- 
form you, that it was a cuſtom amongſt ſome of the 
Canaanites, to offer their children in ſacrifice, to an 
idol called Moloch. The original practice was, to 
burn the innocent victim in a fiery furnace, and ſome- 
times they put it into a braſs ſtatue of their idol flaming 
hot; and to drown its cries, muſicians were or- 
dered to play on various inſtruments: This ſavage 


barbarity was carried to ſuch an exceſs, that even mo- 


thers would embrace their tender infants, and then 
commit them to the flames, without even ſhedding a 
ſingle tear. In latter times they altered the cuſtom, 
and made their children walk between two ſlow fires 
to the idol, but this was only prolonging the torture, 
and was the cuſtom the Scripture alludes to, 
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128 A PROPHET PROMISED. 


It is very amazing to think, how ſach things could 
ever be invented by men; and we may reaſonably ſup 
poſe they were at firſt inſtigated by the Devil, who 
glories in the miſeries of mankind, and in working 
whatever is diſpleaſing to ALmicnuTY Goopmwtss. 

Moſes certainly was endued with the gift of prophe. 
cy, and uttered many predictions, particularly towards 
the end of his life: the ſection you have juſt now read 
contains a remarkable one, reſpecting a Prophet that 
ſhould ariſe at a) future time like himſelf, Much has 
been written concerning this prophecy, which I think 
clearly explains it; but as I fear to confuſe you, I ſhall 
only mention ſome particulars in which Moſes differed 
from all others that were called Prophets. 

* Gop revealed. himſelf unto other Prophets in 
dreams and viſions, but with Moſes he converſed fa- 
miliarly. Moſes ſaw the fimilitude of the Lokb. 
Moſes was the only Prophet that gave laws to the peo- 
ple; thoſe who ſucceeded him only explained and en- 
forced his precepts, and perſuaded the people to follow 
the commands which Moſes had received from Gov 


himſelf. 
The Lord performed many ſigns and wonders by 


the hand of Moſes, and ſuſtained his life for forty days 
without his receiving any ſupply of nouriſhment. 

Moſes was a mediator between Gop and the people. 

He wiſhed to lay down his life to fave them from 
the wrath of Gop. He inſtituted all the ceremonies 
of religion, He was meek above all men that were in 
the earth, | 

The perſon foretold in this prophecy, is allowed by 
approved authors to be the Meſſiah or Saviour, and the 


4 * Newton on the Provhecies. 
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ould Jews certainly built great expectations upon it; but 1 
ſup ſhall defer what I have to ſay farther on this ſubject, 
who till you read the hiſtory of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 
king Only I deſire you to remark, that Moſes foretold, that 

. the people would be puniſhed if they would not hearken 
phe. to the words which the Lorp ſhould ſpeak by the 
ards mouth of that Prophet ; and he likewiſe gave them a 
read rule, by which they ſhould form a judgment whether a, 
that Prophet was really ſent by God or not. 
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MOSES'-EXHORTATION con TIN VFD—A N 
COVENANT MADE WITH THE ISRAELITES, 


HESE are the words of the covenant 


which the Loxd commanded Moſes 
to make with the children of Iſrael in the 
land of Moab, beſides the covenant which 
ke made with them in Horeb. 

And Moſes called unto all Iſrael, and ſaid 
unto them, Ye have ſeen all that the Lozp 
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, 
unto Pharaoh, and unto all his ſervants, and 
unto all his land; 

The great temptations which thine eyes 
have ſeen, the ſigns and thoſe great miracles: 

_ Yet the Log p hath not given you an 
heart to perceive, and eyes to ſee, and ears to 
hear, unto this day. 

And I have led you-forty. years in the wil- 
derneſs: your clothes are not waxen old 
upon you, and thy ſhoe is not waxen old 
3 thy foot. | 

Ye- have not eaten bread, neither have ye 
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drunk wine, or ſtrong drink : that ye might 
know that I am the LoRD your Go. . 

And when ye came unto this place, Sihon 
the king of Heſhbon, and Og the king of 
Baſhan came out againſt us unto battle, and 
we ſmote them. 

And we took their land, and gave it for 
an inheritance unto the Reubenites, and to 
the Gadites, and to the half tribe of Ma- 
naſſeh. 

Keep thereſore the words of this cove- 
nant, and do them, that ye may proſper in 
all that ye do. 

Ye ſtand this day all of you before: the 
LoD your: God; your captains of your 
tribes, your elders, and your officers, n 5 
all the men of Iſrael. 

Your little. ones, your - wives, N thy - 
ſtranger that is.in thy camp, from. the hewer 
of thy wood unto the drawer of thy water. 

That thou ſhouldeſt enter into covenant 
with the Lozp thy Gop, and into his oath, . 
which the Loxp thy Gop. maketh with thee - 
this day: 

That he may eſtabliſh: thee ck for, 83 
people unto himſelf, and that he may be unto . 
thee a Gop, as he hath, ſaid unto thee, and 
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132 COVENANT WITH ISRAEL. 
as he hath ſworn unto thy fathers, to Abra- 


ham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob. 


Neither with you only do I make this co- 
venant and this oath; 
But with him that ſtandeth here with us 


this day before the Lord our Gop, and alſo 
with him that is not here with us this day. 


(For ye know how we have dwelt in the 
land of Egypt; and how we came through 
the nations which ye paſſed by ; 


And ye have ſeen their abominations and 


their idols, wood and ſtone, ſilver and gold, 
which were among them :) 

Leſt there ſhould be among you man or 
woman, or family or tribe, whoſe heart turn- 
eth away this day from the Lorp our Go, 
to go and ſerve the gods of theſe nations: 


leſt there ſhould be among you a root that 


beareth gall and wormwood: 
And it come to paſs, when he heareth the 


words of this curſe, that he bleſs himſelf in 


h1s heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, though 
I walk in the imagination of mine heart to 
add* drunkenneſs to thirſt. 

The Lorp will not fpare him; but then 
the anger of the Lox and his jealouſy ſhall 


ſmoke againſt that man, and all the curſes 
| that 


4 
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that are written in this book ſhall lie upon 
him, and the LorD ſhall blot out his name 


from under heaven. | | | 
And the Loxp ſhall ſeparate him unto 


evil out of all the tribes of Iſrael, according 


to all the curſes of the covenant that are 


written in this book of the law : : 


So that the generation to come of your 


children that ſhall riſe up after you, and the 
ſtranger that ſhall come from a far land, ſhall 
ſay, when they ſee the plagues of that land, 
and the ſickneſſes which the Loxp hath laid 
upon it; 

And that the whole land thereof is brim- 
ſtone and falt and burning that it is not 
ſown, nor beareth, nor any graſs groweth 
therein, like the overthrow of Sodom, and 


Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the 


[orb overthrew in his 8 and in his 
wrath: 

Even all nations ſhall 1215 Wherefore hath 
the LoxD done thus unto this land? what 
meaneth the heat of this great anger? 


See, I have ſet before thee this day life 


and good, and death and evil ; 
In that J command thee this day to love 


the LoRD thy Gop, to walk in his ways, and 
to 
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134 CURSES DENOUNCED. 
to keep his commandments and his ſtatutes 


and his judgments, that thou mayeſt live 


and multiply: and the Loxp thy Gop ſhall 
bleſs thee in the land whither thou goeſt to 


poſſeſs it. 


But if thine heart turn away, ſo that thou 
wilt not hear, but. ſhalt be drawn away, and 
worſhip other gods, and ſerve them; 


1 denounce, unto you this day that ye ſhall 
ſurely periſh, and that ye ſhall not prolong 
your days upon the land whither- thou paſſeſt 


over Jordan to go to poſſeſs it. 
] call heaven and earth to record this day 
againſt you, that I have ſet before you life 


and death, bleſſing and curſing: therefore 
chooſe life, that both thou and thy ſeed may 
live: 


That thou mayeſt love the Lord. thy God, 


and that thou mayeſt obey his voice, and 


that thou mayeſt cleave unto him; for he is 


thy life, and the length of thy days: that 
thou mayeſt dwell .in: the. land which the 
Loxp ſware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, 
to Iſaac, and to Jacob, to give them. | 
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THE NEW COVENANT. 135 


ANNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS. 


Leſt your patience ſhould be exhauſted with Moſes“ 
exhortations, I have omitted a long chapter, in which 
are ſpecified the many kinds of bleſſings their obedience 
would be rewarded with, and the variety of calamities 
they would expoſe themſelves to if they forſook the 
Loxp their God. The Section you have been read- 
ing, mentions a ſolemn covenant made with them in the 
name of the LoRx D; for many of thoſe who were now 
grown up, were either not born, or too young to un- 
derſtand that which was made with their * at 
mount Horeb, or Sinai. 

Moſes you may obſerve acted as a mediator, and did 
not make the covenant in his own name; therefore you 
may be ſure he was commiſſioned by the Lok p, ag for- 
merly. He appeals to the people's own knowledge for 
the truth of what he relates concerning many of. 
the miracles that Gop wrought ;. but there is one ex- 
preſſion which I ſhall endeavour to explain to you, leſt 
you ſhould think that Gop was hard and ſevere, in 
requiring them to obſerve his ſtatutes and ordinances, . 
and denying them the poſſibility of attaining to 
the leaſt knowledge of them. A learned author who 
has taken great pains to examine ſuch texts, ſays, that 
what is tranſlated, © The Lord hath not given you an. 
** heart to perceive, and eyes to ſee, and ears to hear unto. 
©* this day, might have been rendered, Hath not the - 


Loa p given you an. heart to conceive, and eyes to ſee, 


*. Eſſay for a new Tranſlation. 


aud : 


„% ͤ——— „ — En OS 
SG a ear - * — 


—— 


o 
ern or Tn TK 


9 
. 


136 MOSES INSTRUCTIONS. 


and ears to hear? which agrees perfectly with what goes 
before and what follows after. 

Moſes addreſſed them with great energy of expreſ. 
ſion, and the ſubject required it; aſſuring them that the 
Lorxp would be their God, to bleſs and make them 
happy if they would be his faithful people. 

I defire, my dear, that you will conſider theſe words 
of Moſes with particular attention, for they abound 
with the moſt uſeful inſtructions to. us, as well as to the 
Iſraelites, fince they teach how dangerous it is to offend 
God; what dreadful judgments are appointed for the 
puniſhment of thoſe who deſpiſe his holy religion, and 


what bleſſings he has in ſtore for ſuch as ſerve him 


with ſincere attachment. 
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MOSES zncovracerTa JOSHUA, axp Tae IS- 
RAELITES To coxFipe In GOD—DEeLiver- 
ETH THE LAW To THE LEVITES—He BLESS- 
ETH ISRAEL AND DIETH. 


ND Moſes went, and ſpake theſe . 

words unto all Iſrael. | 
And he ſaid unto them, I am an hundred 
and twenty years old this day; I can no 
more go out and come in: alſo the Lox o 
hath ſaid unto me, Thou ſhalt not go over 
tais Jordan. 

The Lox thy Gop, he will go over be- 
fore thee, and he will deſtroy theſe nations 
from before thee, and thou ſhalt poſſeſs 
them: and Joſhua, he ſhall go over before 
thce, as the Lord hath ſaid. | 

And the Loxp ſhall do unto them as he 
did to Sihon and to Og, kings of the Amo- 
rites, and unto the land of them whom he 
deſtroyed. 

And the Log ſhall give them up before 
your face, that ye may do unto them ac- 
cording 


138 CHARGE TO JOSHUA. 


cording unto all the commandments which 
I have commanded you. 


Be ſtrong and of a good courage, fear not, 
nor be afraid of them: for the Lonxp thy 


God, he it is that doth go with thee, he will 
not fail thee nor forſake thee. 

And Moſes called unto Joſhua, and ſaid 

unto him in the ſight of all Iſrael, Be ſtrong 
and of a good courage: for thou muſt go 
with this people unto the land which the 
Lonp hath ſworn unto their fathers to give 
them ; and thou ſhalt cauſe them to inhe- 
"S it it. 
And the Lonp, he it is that doth go be- 
fore thee, he will be with thee, he will not 
fail thee, neither forſake thee : fear - not, 
neither be diſmayed. 

And Moſes wrote this law, and delivered 
it unto the prieſts, the ſons of Levi, which 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lox, 
and unto all the elders of Iſrael. 

And Moſes commanded them, ſaying, At 
the end of every ſeven years, in the ſo- 
lemnity of the year of releaſe, in the feaſt 
of tabernacles, | 

When all Iſrael is come to appear before 


the Lox D thy Gop in the place which he 
ſhall 


. 
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guall chooſe ; thou ſhalt read this law before 
all Iſrael, in their hearing. 

Gather the people together, men, and 
women, and children, and thy ſtranger that 
is within thy gates, that they may hear, and 
that they may learn, and fear the Loxo your 
God, and obſerve to do all the words of this 
law; | 
And that their 4 which have not 
known any thing, may hear, and learn to 
fear the Lox D your Gop, as long as ye live 
in the land whither ye go over Jordan to 
poſſeſs it. 
And the Loxd ſaid unto Moſes, Behold, 

the days approach that thou muſt die, call 
Joſhua, and preſent yourſelves in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, that I may give 
him a charge. And Moſes and Joſhua went, 
and preſented themſelves in the tabernacle 
of the congregation. 

And the Lozp appeared in the tabernacle 
in a pillar of a cloud : and the pillar of the 
cloud ſtood over the door of the tabernacle. 

And the Lokxp ſaid unto Moſes, Behold, 
thou ſhalt ſleep with thy fathers, and this 
people will riſe up, and go after the gods 
of the ſtrangers of the land whither they go 
to 
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to be amongſt them, and will forſake 
me, and break my covenant which I have 
made with them: 

Then my anger ſhall be kindled againſt 
them in that day, and I will forſake them, 
and I will hide my face from them, and they 
ſhall be devoured, and many evils and 
troubles ſhall befal them; ſo that they will ſay 
in that day, are not theſe evils come upon 
us becauſe our Gop is not amongſt us? 

And I will ſurely hide my face in that 
day, for all the evils which they ſhell have 
wrought, in that they are turned uato other 
gods. | 

Now therefore write ye this ſong for you, 
and teach it the children of Iſrael: put it in 
their mouths, that this ſong may be a witneſs 
for me againft the children of Ifrael. 

For when I ſhall have brought them into 
the land, which I ſware unto their fathers, 
that floweth with milk and honey ; and they 
ſhall have eaten and filled themſelves and 
waxen fat; then will they turn unto other 
gods, and ſerve them, and provoke me, and 
break my covenant. | 

And it ſhall come to pals, when many 


evils and troubles are befallen them, that 
this 
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this ſong ſhall teſtify againſt them as a wit- 


neſs: for it ſhall not be forgotten out of the 


mouths of their ſeed; for I know their ima- 
gination, which they go about even now, be- 


fore I have brought them into the land which 
I ſwar 
Moſes therefore wrote. this foag the ſame 
day, and taught it the children of Iſrael. 
And he gave Joſhua the ſon of Nun a 


charge, and ſaid, Be ſtrong, and of a. good 


courage : for thou ſhalt bring the children of 
Iſrael into the land which I ſware unto them: 
and I will be with thee. 

And it came to paſs when Moſes had made 
an ead of writing the words of this law in a 
book, until they were finiſhed ; 

That Moſes commanded the Levites which 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Logo, 
ſaying, 

Take this book of the law, and put it in 
the fide of the ark of the covenant of the 
LorD your Gop, that it may be there for a 
witneſs againſt thee. 

For I know thy rebellion, and thy tif 


neck ; behold, while-I am yet alive with 


you this day, ye have been rebellious againſt 
the 
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142 MOSES BLESSING. _ 


the Loxp; and how much more after my 
death? 

Gather unto me all the A of your 
tribes, and your officers, that I may ſpeak 
theſe words in their ears, and call heaven and 
earth to record againſt them. 

For I know that after my death ye will 
utterly corrupt yourſelves, and turn aſide 
from the way which I have commanded you: 
and evil will befal you in the latter days; 


becauſe ye will do evil in the ſight of the 
Lord to provoke him to anger through the 


work of your hands, 

And Moſes ſpake in the ears of all the 
congregation of Iſrael the words of this ſong, 
until they were ended. 

And Moſes the Man of Gop bleſſed Iſrael 
before his death. 


And Moſes went up from the plains of 


Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the 
top of Piſgah, that is over againſt Jericho, 
And the Lox D ſhewed him all the land of 
Gilead, unto Dan, 

And all Naphtali, and the links of E- 
phraim, and Manaſſeh; and all the land of 
Judah, unto the utmoſt ſea, 

| And 
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MOSES DEATH. ug 
And the ſouth, and the plain of the val- 


ley of Jenn the 7 of ee unto 


Zoar.” 
And the Lok D nid unto him, This is the 


land which I ſware unto Abramam, unto 


Ifaac, and unto Jacob, ſaying, I will give it 
unto thy ſeed : J have cauſed thee to ſee it 
with thine eyes, but thou ſhalt not go over 
thither. 

So Moſes the ſervant of the Lokp died 
there in the land of Moab, according to the 
word of the Lord. 

And he buried him in a valley in the land 


| of Moab, over againſt Beth-peor; but no 


man knoweth of his ſepulchre unto this day. 
And Moſes was an hundred and twenty 
years old when he died: his eye was not 


| dim, nor his natural force abated. 


And the children of Iſrael wept for Moſes 


in the plains of Moab thirty days: fo the 
| days of weeping and mourning for Moſes 


were ended. 


And there aroſe not a prophet ſince in 
Iſrael like unto Moſes, whom the Loxp knew 
face to face. | 


In all the ſigns and the wonders which a | 


| Lord ſent him to do in the land of Egypt, 


3 to 


144 THE LORD'S SONG. 


to Pharaoh, and to all his ſervants, and to call 
all his land. <« tha 
And in all that 1 hand, and in all . 5 
the great terror which Moſes ſhewed in the b 
ſight of all Iſrael. « be! 
: N but to 
ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. hy 

| ; them, 

The affection which Moſes: had for the people of The 
Iſrael, made him very ſolicitous for their future wel. Arian 
fare; and therefore, that they might have no excuſe 3 
for departing from the /aw of God, he cauſed all tha MW” we 
he had taught them at different times to be written in . 
a book, one copy of which was depoſited in the ark, WW © 
left thoſe which were given to the elders, ſhould be loſt and = 
= were |: 


or corrupted by going through ſuch a number of hands, 
When Moſes attended at the tabernacle with his ſuc- 
ceſſor Joſhua, Gop made known to him, that not- 


{ummor 
die ther 


withſtanding all the warnings that he had given the Hooked 
people, they would certainly fall into idolatry ; for 4a 1 
that Me 


when they were in poſſeſſion of the bleſſings of Canaan, 
they would grow proud and ſenſual, forgetful of the 
numberleſs benefits that had been beſtowed; on them, 
Gop therefore inſpired Moſes to compoſe a divine 
ſong, to ſerve as a z7efimeny that Gop had been faithful 
to his promiſes, and that they were the authors of their 
own ruin.“ And to prevent their being tempted by 
£*.- 2008 proſperity of other nations, and their own adver- 
«« ſity, to fall away to other Gods, he forewarned 
„them of the things that were to befall them: thei 


* 


* Sherlock on Prophecy. 
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MOS ES HOPES. 


0 colamities were prophetically deſcribed to them, 
© that they might know whenever they ſuffered, that 
it was the very hand of God, of their own Gop, that 
was upon them; and not imagine that the Gods of 
le nations had prevailed againſt them, and thereby 
« he ſeduced to forſake the Lord in their diſtreſs ;*" 
but to remember the promiſes he had made, that if 
mey would turn and repent he would have mercy upon 
them, and ſhew them 1e light of his countenance. 

The language of this divine ſong, my dear, is too 
blime for you to comprehend; neither will you be 
ic to underſtand the bleſſing which Moſes pronounced 
on each particular tribe, reſpecting their future con- 
dition, which he was enabled exactly to foretell. 
loſes though 120 years old, enjoyed perfect health 
nnd ſtrength to the laſt, and the faculties of his mind 
: were likewiſe unimpaired ; yet he chearfully obeyed the 
W /immons of the LokD, and aſcended the mountain to 
This to me, is a convincing proof, that he 
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die there. 


o ked for the performance of a better covenant in ano- 
ther werld for though we do not find in the Bi BLE, 
that Moss was commilffoned by GoD to make any pro- 
iccs to the people concerning everlaſting happineſs, 
= they certainly underſtood the bleflings of Canaan to be 
7 fes or ſhadows of good things to come. | | 

= When Adam finned, he loft all tie to the favour of 
ovp, but divine mercy reſtored him to hopes of fawour ; 
Wn gave him reaſon to expect, that the curse which 
. had been pronounced on the earth for his ſake, ſhould 
WW: removed, and that re enemy which bad ſeduced Lim 
old be /abdred, 
Tos. II. 


1 You 


1 146 PROMISE TO ABRAHAM. ; r 
6 You find that after the flood, the earth received 1 : kk 
i 31:Jing ſimilar to that which was pronounced on it a i Rs 
5 the creation. this was an earneſt that Gop would like. - everla) 
i wiſe reſtore the race of mankind to a poſſibility of hapji. : "_ 
Us eſs, and deliver them from the remaining part of the 1 tage 15 
9 curſe, duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt return,” 2 3 

0 Shem the ſon of Noah, received a promiſe of ſome - part of 
4 extraordinary pre-eminence that he ſhould have ove : RE. 
9 his brethren : the hiſtory of his deſcendants proves, tha > TERS 
g others were as great and powerful as they were; the 7 <2 

hy | promiſe therefore, mull relate to the Saviour, the pr. = to Jaco 
| ; 5 miſed ſeed of the woman that ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent" E that 
* head, and deliver mankind from the miſery he had in. , ;, ; 
| | volved them in.  Abr: 
4 «« In Abraham's time idolatry had ſpread far aut aguran 

| | ce wide, and taken deep root even in the family of Shen, © AY 
'YN « and in that branch of it particularly from which Ws 4: 

4 | «© Abrahamdeſcended. This being the caſe, it is highly hd che! 
© <c probable, that true religion would have entirely hopes! 
1 4% failed in the world, had not Goo viſibly interpoſed proved 
iy to preſerve ſuch a ſenſe of it as was neceſſary to at. W of Abr 
« compliſh his great deſign to reſtore mankind.” H land of 

therefore called Abraham, and gave him aſſurances no: Wi ſaw the 

only of peculiar bleſſings to him/elf and poſterity, but like: depend 

wiſe of a general blefling to be conveyed through him u ſelves r: 

ALL MankxinD. *© [aill make of thee,” ſays Gon, 1 hop 

great nation, and J will bleſs thee, and make thy nam « miſes 

great, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſk; ing. And 1 ewill bf « fold; 

i them that bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth ther; « of th 

:1.mediately it follows, © and in thee ſhall ALL Tal *« ſpirit 

"©" FAMILIES OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED,” W © veyec 


1 monial 


EVERLASTING COVENANT. 147 


aved 2 It likewiſe appears that the bleſſing which LJ/aac pro- 
SM ; nounced on Jacob, included that which related to the 
OY : everlaſting covenant, becauſe he bleſſed Zſau with 
bah. 


worldly proſperity 3 who ſeems to have had the advan- 


of 1 + tage of Jacob in every thing but the hope, that all the 
„ „en, of ebe earth ould be bleed through bim; this 
fon - part of the paternal bleſſing Eſau had parted with, and 
VE. 5 it certainly was Jacob's right, though he was very 
es, that 5 blameable for making uſe of ſuch a deceitful method 
e; the 7 of ſecuring it. This bleſſing was afterwards confirmed | 
he pri. £ to Jacob, by the immediate promiſe of God to him, 
e chat © in 45 feed all the Families of the earth ſhould 
ad in. . . lied.. 

Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob therefore, had hopes and 
ar and : aſſurances that Gop would be their Gop for ever ; and 
”Y WE that a time would come, when man ſhould be called 
whic 


. from bis duſt again; and without doubt they tranſmit- 
ted theſe hopes to their poſterity. To preſerve theſe 
hopes Moſes was ſent to work great miracles which 
proved the power of Gob, and to put the deſcendants 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in poſſeſſion of the 
land of Canaan to evince his truth; that when they 
aw the actual performance of one covenant, they might 
Lepend on the fulfilling of the other, and make them- 
ſelves ready for the reception of the kingdom of God. 
= | hope, my dear, you underſtand, that “the pro- 
miſes made to Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, were tavo- 
5 fold; one relating to the temporal ſtate and proſperity 
of their ſeed in the land of Canaan, the other to the 
: *« /piritual bleſſing, which zhrough them was to be con- 
WW veyed to all the nations of the earth.” The cere- 
monial and political law of the Jews, I mean what re- 
| H 2 | lated 
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14 BOOKS OF MOSK, 


lated th their wide of 219 /hip and gute, Ente! 
the ent aply; they were made merely for the e, 
of Tract, and were t continue in force hg longer, tha 
till the FHH fett by Mujer, Thould atife, . 
give them 4 better law, But the moral law, that ie 
P.y, all thoſe commands that relate to their behaviow, 
eonfidered as Weng obtaining their duty it G69 ad 


their /ooww-rreatnrer, calculated t makes them bt fy TH 
„ better flate ; theſs precepts, I ſay, have never he 33 
aboliſhed, but were ſtrongly enforced by our Loxy av BY ,.. 
Baviouk Jrate Cnet“, . 

| have already made ſo many remarks on the par Wil 
culars of Moſes! behaviour, as the miniſter of Gon, and 5 
mediator of the people, that 1 think, my dear, you as Wi N 
able to form ea judgment yourſelf of his charatter, Ve Bn 
have now gone through the Pk raTEUCH, that 1s, the : that t! 
five books written by Moſes, called Geneſis, Exodus, l. Nun,! 
viticus, Numbers, Deutetonomy they ate exceedingly WA Mc, 
valuable to us on «count of the important ruhe 28225 
they afford, the exatnples of faith and piety propoſed # ariſe, 
our imitation, and the wonderful proofs of the power, i people 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of Gon, which if properly con ihem, 
fidered, will incline us to love and fear him anch the) Eve 
likewiſe contain, the only account to be depended o, 1 
of the original of all things, = 

IL ſaid 

„he ſubſtance of the (oregoing remarks on the coveriant mal I'ro 
with Abraham, lax and Jacob, is taken from BSherlock's U | 
coutſes on the Prophecjes, en 
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W if HISTORY Of JOSHUA, 


Arran FO tis CHO vVERNMENT bY FHE LOKI, 
Ab ACCEPTED BY Tht Peoria 50 


; Miko MBS P EBC TIMO CANAAN NFA. 
part 


5, and 


5 N OW after the death of Moſes the ſer» 


O04 aff 

n * vant of the Lon b it came to paſs, 
„„hat the T,0nD ſpake unto Joſhua the ſon of 
wy Nun, Moſcs' miniſter, ſaying, 

575 8 Moſes my ſervant is dead z now therefore 
ane, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this 


7 people, unto the land which I do give to 
em, cven to the children of Iſrael, 
I.very place that the ſole of your foot ſhall 


power, 
ly £0 


id they 


uad upon, that have I given unto you, as 
Wl (4d unto Moſes, | 
at | y 0 # 
—_ From the wilderneſs and this Lebanon, 


ven unto the great river, the river Hu- 
brates, all the land of the Flittites, and unto 
Wie great ſea, toward the going down of tho 
ea, hall be your coaſt. 
11 3 There 


150 JOSHUA ENCOURAGED. 


There ſhall not any man be able to ſtand 
before thee all the days of thy life. As] 
was with Moſes, ſo will I be with thee: ! 
will not fail thee nor forſake thee. 

Be ſtrong and of a good courage: for unto 
this people ſhalt thou divide for an inheri- 
tance the land which I ſware unto their fa- 
thers to give them. 

Only be thou ſtrong and very courageous, 
that thou mayeſt obſerve to do according to 
all the law which Moſes my ſervant com- 
manded thee : turn not from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that thou yen proſper 
whitherſoever thou goeſt. | 


This book of the law ſhall not depart out 


of thy mouth; but thou ſhalt meditate there- 
in day and night, that thou mayeſt obſerve 
to do according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou ſhalt make thy way proſperous, 
and then thou ſhalt have good ſucceſs. 
Have not I commanded thee ? Be ſtrong 
and of a good courage, be not afraid, neither 
be thou diſmayed : for the Logp thy Gov 
is with thee whitherſoever thou goeſt. 
Then Joſhua commanded the officers of 
the heli laying, 
Paſs 
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JOSHUA'S COMMANDS. 157 


| Paſs through the hoſt, and command the 


people, ſaying, Prepare you victuals ; for 


T within three days ye ſhall paſs over this Jor- 
dan, to go in to poſſeſs the land which the 
| Loxp your Gop giveth you to poſſeſs it. | 


And to the Reubenites, and to the Gad- 
tes, and to half the tribe of Manafſeh Foun 


joſhua, ſaying, 


Remember the word which Moſes the 
ſervant of the LoRD commanded you, ſay- 


ing, The Lord your Gop hath given you 


reſt, and hath given you this land. 
Your wives, your little ones, and your 
cattle ſhall remain in the land which Moſes 


gave you on this ſide Jordan; but ye ſhall 


paſs before your | brethren armed, all the 


| mighty men of valour, and help them. 


Until the Loxp have given your brethren 
reſt, as he hath given you, and they alſo 


| have poſſeſſed the land which the Lorp your 


Gop giveth them: then ye ſhall return unto 
the land of your poſſeſſion, and enjoy it, 
which Moſes the Loxp's ſervant gave you 
on this ſide Jordan toward the ſun-riſing. 
And they anſwered Joſhua, ſaying, All that 
thou commandeſt us we will do, and whither- 
ſoever thou ſendeſt us we will go. 
H 4 According 


15 JOSHUA'S QUALIFICATIONS. 


According as we hearkened unto Moe 
in all things, ſo will we hearken unto thee: 
only the LoRp thy Gop be with thee, as he 
was with Moſes. 

W hoſoever he be that doth rebel againſt 
thy commandment, and will not hearken 


unto thy words in all that thou commandeſt ö 
him, he ſhall be put to death: only be ſtrong 


and of a good courage. 


ANNOTATIONS ND REFLECTIONS. 


Joſhua was the propereſt perſon in the world for the 
important office he was appointed to, becauſe he had 
for ſome time been the conſtant companion of Moſes, 
and received ample inſtructions from him; he was like. 
wiſe a man of exemplary life and converſation. To 
conquer Canaan, and goveru Iſrael, were great under- 


takings; but he had every degree of encouragement 
that he could deſire, for he had received infallible af- 


ſurances that the Loxy would ſtrengthen him to per- 
form whatever he required him to attempt. 

The preſent enterprize of paſling the river Jordan, 
was certainly (according to the common courſe of 
things) very unlikely to be attended with ſuccels, as 
there was no bridge by which they could march acrofs 
it; neither were they furniſhed\with boats to paſs it; 
and the river, though not broad, was too rapid for 
armed men to ſwim over: notwithſtanding theſe ob- 
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TSRAEL'S READINESS, tes - 


ſtacles, Joſhua made not the leaſt objection to the un- 


aertaking, knowing that all things are poſſible to Gop. 


The people were in a moſt excellent diſpoſition of 
mind, for they willingly ſubmitted to his authority, 
and devoutly wiſhed for the PRESENeE of Gop 
W amongſt them, encouraging Joſhua to purſue the work 
he had engaged in with ſteadineſs and chearfulneſs. 

Joſhua on this occaſion commanded the people 20 


prepare them victuals; from which we may conclude, 


chat the Loxp had informed him mana would ceaſe. 
vou find that the Reubenites and Gadites attended, 

according to the covenant they had made with Moſes ; 
but as their tribes compoſed an army of an hundred 
thouſand fighting men, he took only half of them, 
leaving the reſt to defend their new poſſeſſions and their 


families. 


l 
8. EC T. XXV. 


JOSHUA szxps SPIES To JERICHO, no azz 
CONCEALED BY RAHAB FROM THEIR PURSUERs, 
— THEY PROMISE TO REWARD HER KiNDNess, 


AND RETURN TO JOSHUA. 


A. ND Joſhua the ſon of Nun ſent out of 

Shittim two men to ſpy ſecretly, ſay- 

ing, Go, view the land, even' Jericho: and 

they went and came into an harlot's houſe, 
named Rahab, and lodged there. 

And it was told the king of Jericho, ſay- 

g, Behold, there came men in hither to 
night of the children of Iſrael to ſearch out 
the country. 

And the king of Jericho ſent unto Rahab, 
ſaying, Bring forth the men that are come to 
thee, which are entered into thine houſe: 
for they be come to ſearch out all the 
country. 

And the woman took the two men, and 
hid them, and ſaid thus, There came men 
unto me, but J wiſt not whence they were: 
And it came to paſs about the time 0 
ſhutting of the gate, when it was dark, that 

1 the 


RA HAB 8 KINDNESS. 155 
the men went out: whither the men went, F 
wot not; purſue after them quickly: for ye 
ſhall overtake them. 

But ſhe had brought them up to the tool: 
of the houſe, and hid them with ſtalks of 
flax, which ſhe had laid in order upon the 
roof. | 
And men purſued after them the way to 
Jordan, unto the fords; and as ſoon as they 
which purſued after them were gone out, 
they ſhut the gate. | 
And before they were laid down, ſhe came 
up unto them upon the roof; | 

And ſhe faid unto the men, I know that 
the Lord hath given you the land, and that 
your terror 1s fallen upon us, and that all the 
inhabitants of the land faint becauſe of you. 

For we have heard how the Lord dried 
| up the water of the Red Sea for you, when ye 
came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto 
the two kings of the Amorites that were on 
the other ſide Jordan, Sihon and Os, whom 
be utterly deſtroyed. 

And as ſoon as we had heard theſe things 
our hearts did melt, neither did there re- 
main any more courage in any man, becauſe 
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156 PROMISE TO RAH AB. 


of you: for the Loxp your God, he is Gop 
in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 
Now, therefore, I pray you, ſwear, unto 


me by the Lox, ſince I have ſhewed you 


kindneſs, that ye will alſo ſhew kindneſs un- 
to my father's houſe; and give me a' true 
token : a 

And that ye will ſave alive my father, and 
my mother, and my brethren, and my ſiſters, 
and all that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death. ” 

And the men anſwered her, Our life for 
yours, if ye utter not this our buſineſs. And 
it ſhall be when the Loxp hath given us the 
land, that we will deal kindly and rruh 
with thee. 

Then ſhe let them down by a cord through 
the window: for her houſe was upon the 
town-wall, and ſhe dwelt upon the wall. 

And ſhe ſaid unto them, Get ye to the 
mountain, leſt the purſuers meet you; and 
hide yourſelves there three days, until the 
purſuers be returned ; and afterward may ye 
go your way. | 

And the men ſaid unto her, We will be 
blameleſs of this thine oath which thou haſl 
made us ſwear, 

| Behold, 
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Behold, when we come into the land, thou 
ſhalt bind this line of ſcarlet thread in the 
window which thou didſt let us down by: 
and thou ſhalt bring thy father, and thy mo- 
ther, and thy brethren, and all thy father's 
houſhold home unto thee. 

And it ſhall be, that whoſoever ſhall g 
out of the doors ot thy houſe into the ſtreet, 
W his blood ſhall be upon his head, and we will 
be guiltleſs: and whoſoever ſhall be with 
thee in the houſe, his blood ſhall be upon 
our head, if any hand be upon him. 

And if thou utter this our buſineſs, then 
we will be quit of thine oath which thou haſt 
made us to ſwear. 

And ſhe ſaid, According to your words, 
ſo be it. And ſhe ſent them away, and they 
departed. And ſhe bound the r line 
in the window. 

And they went, and came unto the moun- 
tain, and abode there three days until the 
purſuers were returned. And the purſuers 
ſought them throughout all the way, but 
found them not. 

So the two men returned, and deſcended 
from the mountain, and paſſed over, and 
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came to Joſhua the ſon of Nun, and told him 
all things that befel them. 

And they ſaid unto Joſhua, Truly the 
Longo hath delivered into our hands all the 
land : for even all the inhabitants of the 
country do faint becauſe of us. 


ANNOTATIONS' anv REFLECTIONS. 


*The Jordan was the moft conſiderable river in the 
land of Judea, its courſe was very rapid, though it was 
not broad; it uſually overflowed its banks about the 
time of the early harveſt. The plain of Jordan (through 
which the river ran) ſo famed for its palm-trees, is ſaid 
to have been overſpread with roſe-trees of ſuch an in- 
corruptible nature, that being kept in water, they would 
appear in full bloom at any ſeaſon of the year. 

Jericho, my dear, was a city juſt oppoſite to the 
place where the [ſraclites were to paſs the river Jor- 
dan, and therefore the neareſt for them to attack: 
from what motive Joſhua was induced to ſend ſpies 
thither, we are not informed; but without doubt, his 
deſign was entirely conſiſtent with faith and truſt in 
Go, or he would have been reproved and puniſſied 
ſor it. 

The woman who concealed theſe ſpies is called a 
harlet ; this word generally means a bad woman, but it 
ſeems that the Hebrew will admit of another interpre- 
tation, an hoſteſs; therefore we may ſuppoſe, that Ra- 


hab-kept an inn, to which theſe travellers repaired for 
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refreſnment; for as they were utter ſtrangers to the 
place, and going on ſuch an errand, they could not ex- 
pect or venture to ſeek for hoſpitality e the inha- 
bitants of Jericho. 

There appears at firſt ſight ſomething very blame- 
able in the conduct of Rahab, for ſhe betrayed her 
country, and told an untruth ; notwithſtanding this ſhe 
was favoured with the protection of providence, and is 
more than once, mentioned in Seripture as a perſon 
of exemplary piety. 

In order to clear her character from che! imputation 
of treachery and treaſon, we muſt conſider, that her 
mind was poſſeſſed with a thorough perſuaſion that the 
God of 1/rael, was Loxp of all things in heaven and 
earth; and that he was able to do by that city as he 
had done by Egypt, and therefore ſhe feared his Al- 
MIGHTY arm. By what means ſhe had received in- 
timation of the deſign of Gop towards the Canaanites 
is uncertain, though from her own words we may con- 
clude, that the king and people of Jericho had been 
warned of the intended deſtruction of the place: all 
excepting herſelf were unmoved; ſhe, on the contrary, 
ſecretly reſolved to adore and worſhip the Gop of Iſ- 
rael, therefore rejoiced in the opportunity of being 
ſerviceable to his people. Thoſe kings who threw off 
the authority of Gop, and devoted themſelves to the 
worſhip of idols, encouraging their ſubjects to commit 
abominations to the Lok p, were not intitled to alle- 
giance from true believers, becauſe no perſon could 
obey them, without diſobeying Gop; therefore what 
would have been treaſon and treachery in another caſe, 
Was none in Rahab's, as ſhe ated from what ought to 

5 be 
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be the firſt principle in every breaſt, love and fear of the 
SUPREME BEING. Her example however, in reſpect 
to betraying her country, is not recommended to future 
imitation, for it was only juſtifiable under thoſe parti- 
cular circumitances ; againſt a people evidently devoted 
to deſtruction for their wickedneſs, and in Favour of a 
people wvi/ibly under the guidance and protection of the 
ALMIGHTY. In reſpe& likewiſe to the falſity ſhe 
uttered, her caſe was of a very particular nature, ſhe 
had but one alternative, either to conceal the men 
whoſe cauſe ſhe had eſpouſed for ſuch juſt reaſons, or 
to deliver them to their enemies; but we cannot won- 
der, that ſhe ſhould be ſolicitous to provide for her own 
future ſafety by preſerving thoſe, who would ſoon have 
the power of protecting her from the general deſtruction 
that ſhe believed was coming on her country, which her 
utmoſt fidelity to the people of Jericho would not have 
been able to avert. Had ſhe owned they were in the 
houſe, ſhe would have betrayed thoſe, who properly 
ſpeaking, w were her countrymen. But we will not puz- 
zle ourſelves with ſuch queſtions as theſe, becauſe they 
are of no uſe. Let us imitate Rahab in reſpect to 
faith and truſt in God, and like her, let us ſhew kind- 
neſs to his faithful ſervants. We ſhall neyer be tempted 
as ſhe was, to forfeit our allegiance to our ſovereign 
on account of zpvO0LATROUS WORSHEP, for none but 
a profeſs'd CHRISTIAN can reign over us: the king 
is bound to defend our faith, and conſequently entitled 
to the loyalty of his ſubjects, who could not betray him 
to an enemy without being guilty of a great ſin. 

The houſes in thoſe days had flat roofs, ſo that peo- 
ple might either lay things upon them or walk there. 
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THE HISTORY OF JOSHUA. 


Tar PRIEST'S and LEVITES BEAR THE ARK 
>£roRE THE ARMIES or ISRAEL TRE WA- 


PASS THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE RIVER. 


and they removed from Shittim, and 
came to Jordan, he and all the children of 


over, | f 


| the officers went thraugh the hoſt ; 
And they commanded the people, faying, 
When ye ſee the ark of the covenant of the 


bearing it, then ye ſhall remove from your 
place, and go after it. 

Yet there ſhall be a ſpace between you 
and it, about two thoufand cubits by mea- 


know the way by which ye muſt go; for ye 
have not paſſed this way heretofore. 
And 


rens or JORDAN bivipr, and THE PEOPLE. 


ND Joſhua roſe early in the morning; 


Iſrael, and lodged there before they paſſed: 


And it came to paſs after three days that 


Lonp your Gop, and the prieſts the Levites 


ſure; come not near unto it, that ye may 
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And Joſhua ſaid unto the people, Sanctif/ 
yourſelves : for to-morrow the Lord will do 
wonders among you. 

And Joſhua ſpake unto the prieſts, ſaying, 
Take up the ark of the covenant,-and pa 
over before the people. And they took up 
the ark of the covenant, and went before the 
people. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto | Joſhua, This * 
will I begin to magnify thee in the fight of 
all Iſrael, that they may know that as I was 
with Moſes, ſo I will be with thee. 

And thou ſhalt command the prieſts that 
bear the ark of the covenant, ſaying, When 
ye are come to the brink of the water of Jor- 
dan, ye ſhall ſtand ſtill in Jordan, 

And Joſhua faid unto the children of 
Ifrael, come hither, and hear the words of 
the Lord your Gop. 

And Joſhua ſaid, Hereby ye ſhall know 
that the living Gop is among you, and that 
he will without fail drive out from before 
you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and | 
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Girgaſhites, and the Amorites, and the Je- 


buſites. 
Behold, 
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Behold, the ark of the covenant of the 

LoxD of all the earth paſſeth over before you 
into Jordan. | 

Now therefore take ye twelve men out of 
the tribes of Iſrael, out of every tribe a man. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, as ſoon as the 
ſoles of the feet of the prieſts that bear the 
ark of the Lok, the Loxp of all the earth, 
ſhall reſt in the waters of Jordan, that the 
waters of Jordan ſhall be cut off from the 
vaters that come down from above; and 
they ſhall ſtand upon an heap. 1 

And it came to paſs when the people re- 
moved from their tents to paſs over Jordan, 

and the prieſts bearing the ark of the cove- 
nant before the people; | 

And as they that bare the ark were come 
unto Jordan, and the feet of the prieſts that 
bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks 
all the time of harveſt:) 

That the waters which came down from 
above, ſtood and roſe up upon an heap very 
far from the city Adam, that is beſide Zare- 
tan; and thoſe that came down toward the 
fea of the plain, even the falt- fea failed, and 

| | were 
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were cut off: and the people ra over 


I 1 
} right againſt Jericho. whe 
ji And the prieſts that bare the 3 of the 3 
} h covenant of the Lok p ſtood firm on dry ſton 
1 ground in the midſt of Jordan, and all the 1 
i If aelites paſſed over on dry ground, until al ers 
| the people were paſſed clean over Jordan. che 
And it came to pals when all the people + 5 85 

were clean paſſed over Jordan, that the of: 

Lord ſpake unto Joſhua, ſaying, une 

Take ye twelve men out of the people / 

out of every tribe a man; | con 

And command ye them, ſaying, Take ye oft 

hence out of the midſt of Jordan, out of the Und 

place where the prieſts feet ſtood firm, twelve 1 145 

ſtones, and ye ſhall carry them over with the 

vou, and leave them in the lodging-place the 

where ye ſhall lodge this night. ; 

Then Joſhua called the twelve men, whom mic 

he had prepared of the children of Iſrael, out of 1 

of every tribe a man. nar 

And Joſhua ſaid unto them, Paſs over 1 

before the ark. of the LorD your Gop into int 

the midſt of Jordan, and take ye up every Gn) 

man of you a ſtone upon his ſhoulder, ac- to 

cording unto the number of the tribes of the tha 

de of Iſrael. pec 


That 
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That this may be a ſign among you, that 
when your children aſk their fathers in time 
to come, ſaying, What mean ye by theſe 
ſtones ? 

Then ye ſhall infer 6 That the wa- 
ters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of 
the covenant of the Lov; when it paſſed 
over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and theſe ſtones ſhall be for a memorial 
unto the children of Iſrael for ever. 

And the children of Iſrael did ſo as Joſhua 
commanded, and took up twelve ſtones out 
of the midſt of Jordan, as the Lokb ſpake 
unto Joſhua, according to the number of the 
tribes of the children of Iſrael, and carried 
them over with them unto the place where 
they lodged, and laid them down there. 

And Joſhua ſet up twelve ſtones in the 
midſt of Jordan, in the place where the fect 
of the prieſts which bare the ark of the cove- 
nant ſtood: and they are there unto this day. 

For the prieſts which bare the ark ſtood 
in the midſt of Jordan, until every thing was 
finiſhed that the Loxb commanded Joſhua 
to ſpeak unto the people, according to all 
that Moſes commanded Joſhua: and the 
people haſted and paſſed over. 

And 
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And i it came to paſs when all the people 
were clean paſſed over, that the ark of the 


Lon paſſed over, and the prieſts 1 in the pre- 
ſence of the people. 


And the children of Reuben, and the chil. 
dren of Gad: and half the tribe of - Manaſſch 
paſſed over armed before the children of 
Iſrael, as Moſes ſpake unto them; 

About forty thouſand prepared for war 
paſſed over before the Loxp unto battle, to 
the plains of Jericho. 

On that day the Lord magnified Joſhua 
in the ſight of all Iſrael : and they feared 
him as they feared Moſes, all the days of 
his life. Tt | 

And the Logp ſpake unto Joſhua, ſaying, 

Command the prieſts that bear the ark of 
the teſtimony, that they come up out of 
Jordan. 

Joſhua therefore commanded the prieſts, 
ſaying, come ye up out of Jordan. 

And it came to paſs when the prieſts that 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lonb 
were come up out of the midſt of Jordan, 
and the ſoles of the prieſts' feet were lifted 


up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jor- 
dan 
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xople dan returned unto their place, and flowed 
of the over all his banks, as they did before. 

| And the people came up out of Jordan on 
the tenth day of the firſt month, and en- 
chil. camped 1n Gilgal, in the eaſt border of 
naſſeh Jericho. 
en of And thoſe twelve ſtones which they took 
out of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch in Gilgal. 
r war And he ſpake unto the children of Ifrael, 
le, to gaying, When your children ſhall aſk their 
fathers in time to come, ſaying, What mean 
'oſhus theſe ſtones ? 
feared Then ye ſhall let your children know, 
ays of WW faying, Iſrael came over this Jordan on dry 
land. el 
aying, i For the Lorp your Gop dried up the wa- 
wk of ters of Jordan from before you, until ye 
ut of were paſſed over, as the LoxpD your Gop did 
to the Red-Sea, which he dried up from be- 
rieſts, fore us, until we were gone over: 


e pre- 


That all the people of the earth might 
« that know the hand of the Loxp, that it is 
Loxy MW mighty: that ye might fear the Lozp your 
\rdan, Cob for ever, 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


On this occaſion: the Loxy honoured Joſhua, for it 
is ſuppoſed that he ſpake unto him from the wercy-/eat, 
and by this means gave a convincing proof to the peo. 
ple, that he was with him as he was with Moſes, and 
that he ſhould even command the prieſts. 

Inſtead of the pillar of the cloud, their marches were 
For the future to be regulated by the Axk; As Gov' 
PaESENCE was manifeſted from the mercy-/ſeat, he 
might truly be ſaid to go before them; and where the 
Lox» vouchſafed to lead, they need not fear to follow, 

The Iſraelites paſſed over Jordan juſt forty years 
wanting five days after their departure out of Egypt, 


HE 
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_ 
the C 
that t 
E lord: 
until 


on the very day on which the preparation for it began, 
that their entrance into Canaan might be ſanctified b) 
that religious feaſt. 

I beg, my dear, you will obſerve how excellently 
this miracle was calculated to confirm to this new 


gelte 
more, 


generation the belief of thoſe which had been wrought : An 
for their forefathers : there could now remain no doubt ciſe a 
in their minds that the Lord had conducted his people ume. 
through the Red-ſea, as they had beheld with their For 


own eyes theſe waters, which uſed to flow with an im- years 
petuous ſtream, ſtanding in heaps, arreſted in their 


that v 
courſe by an ALMIGHTY power! 


Egypt 

not th 
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es, and rar Hisrony or JOSHUA conTinueD—CIR-/ 

8 CUMCISION xEnNEwED—MANNA cEaAsETH. 

es were : 

God's | j 

1 hb ND it came to paſs when all the kings 

ere the of the Amorites, which were on the 

follow, ö ſide of Jordan weſtward, and all the kings of 

eas che Canaanites, which were by the ſea, heard 

_ Whit the Loxp had dried up the waters of 

began, Jordan from before the children; of Iſrael 

ifed by until we were paſſed over, that their heart 

| melted, neither was there ſpirit in them any 

clay more, becauſe of the children of Iſrael. 

Wee | And the LoRD faid unto Joſhua, circum- 

© doubt Meiſe again the children of Ifrael the ſecond 

people time. 

ih their For the children of Iſrael walked. forty 

1 years in the wilderneſs, till all the people 

n knen chat were men of war which came out of 
Egypt were conſumed, becauſe they obeyed 
not the voice of the Lord : unto whom the 

E CT. ono ſware, that he would not ſhew them 


the land which the Lord ſware unto their 
VoL. II. 1 | fathers, 


— eerie ges 
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fathers, that he would give us a land tha 


floweth with milk and honey. Jon 
And their children whom he raiſed up in of A 
their ſtead, them Joſhua circumciſed. - 
And the Lorp ſaid unto Joſhua, This day wy 
have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt Lake 
ſrom off you. Wherefore the name of the WW nant 
place is called Gilgal unto this day. pron 
And the children of Iſrael encamped n . 
Gilgal, and kept the paſſover on the four- i he 
teenth day of the month at even, in the ber. 
Plains of Jericho. gene 
And they did eat of the old corn of tte C 
land on the morrow after the paſſover, un. _ 
leavened cakes, and parched corn in tie "WW 
ſelt-ſame day. | | Bgy 
And the manna ceafed on the morrov Wt erer) 
after they had eaten of the old corn of the 8 © 
land; neither had the children of Id .... 
manna any more, but they did eat of the the f 
fruit of the land of Canaan that year. was f 
| Af 
ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. il 

It was one part of Gop's promiſe to the Iſraelites by time, 


the mouth of Moſes, that he would ſend his fear before becai 
them when they went out to war with the idolatrow Jeric 
nations; in the preſentinſtance it was literally fulfilled 


for the king of Jericho, and all the kings of the C 
naanites, 
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I, 
nd that naanites, were ſtruck with conſternation at finding that 
Jordan was driven back, for this was evidently an act 
1 up in of ALMIGHTY power. The eeremony of circumciſion 
had been diſcontinued for a number of years, perhaps 
25 from the time that the Iſraelites provoked Gop to ſen- 
his day tence them to die in the wilderneſs. Circumciſion was 
Egypt WW « 6g of faith and truſt in Go, the /zal of his cove- 
of the nant, which theſe rebellious perſons who deſpiſed the 
| promiſes of the Lox p had broken, therefore they were 
ped in not allowed the privilege of transferring the covenant 
to their children; but as the Loxy had commanded 
e four- that no uncircumciſed perſon ſhould eat of the paſſover, 
in the WW te ratified the covenant which he had made with this 
generation, by reſtoring to theth the rite of circumciſion 
of the (which their fathers had forfeited) and thereby qualified 
x them to partake of the holy ordinance,” which was in- 
mY ſituted in commemoration of Gopy's delivering the 
in the deſcendants of Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob, from 
Egyptian bondage. This was the third paſſover, and 
1orron every one had been diſtinguiſhed by ſome remarkable 
of the event. The firſt you know, was at their departure 
Trad from Egypt, the ſecond at the dedication of the 
s tabernacle, ſoon after which the Iſraelites committed 
of the the fin that excluded them from Canaan, and then it 
was ſuſpended till the preſent joyful occaſion. 
| After the celebration of the paſſover, manna ceaſed, 
NS. | for they had no longer need of miraculous food, as the 
| land would ſupply them plentifully, for it was harveſt 
lites by time, and the country people had deſerted their corn 
- before {WW becauſe their fears impelled them to take ſhelter in 
olatrow Jericho, 
ulfilled 
the Cx 11 1 


aanites 
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Tus HTsToRY or JOSHUA cov rINUED—Hn 
REMARKABLE VISIT ON—JERICHO rAR EN 
RAHAB $avzsp—ISRAEL ApJURED. 


| ND it came to paſs when Joſhua wa 
11 by Jericho, that he lift up his eyes 
and looked, and behold, there ſtood a man 
over againlt him, with his ſword drawn in 
his hand: and Joſhua went unto him, and 
ſaid unto him, Art thou for us, or for our 
adverſaries? 

And he faid, Nay : but as captain of the 
hoſt of the Loxp am I now come. And 
Joſhua fell on his face to the earth, and did 
worſhip, and ſaid unto him, What faith my 
Loxp unto his ſervant ? 

And the captain of the Lozp's hoſt ſaid 
unto Joſhua, Looſe thy ſhoe from off thy 
foot: for the place whereon thou ſtandeſt 1s 
holy. And Joſhua did fo. 

Now Jericho was ſtraitly ſhut up, becauſe 
of the children of Iſrael: none went out, and 
none came in. 


And 
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And the Lonp ſaid unto Joſhua, See 1 
have given into thine hand Jericho, and the 
king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 

And ye ſhall compaſs the city, all ye men 
of war, and go round about the city once. 


Thus ſhalt thou do fix days. 


And ſeven prieſts ſhall bear before the ark 
ſeven trumpets of rams horns: and the ſe- 
venth day ye ſhall compaſs the city ſeven 


times, and the prieſts ſhall blow with the 


trumpets. 

And it ſhall come to paſs that when they 
make a long blaſt with the rams horns, and 
when ye hear the ſound of the trumpet, all 
the people ſhall ſhout with a great ſhout: 
and the wall of the city ſhall fall down flar, 
and the people ſhall aſcend 15 every man 


ſtraight before him. 


And Joſhua the ſon of Nun called the 
prieſts, and ſaid unto them, Take up the ark 
of the covenant, and let ſeven prieſts bear 
ſeven trumpets of rams horns before the ark 


| of the Loxp. 
And he ſaid unto the people, Paſs on, and 


compals the city ; and let him that is armed 


paſs on before the ark of the Lox. 55 
5 | "33 And 
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And it came to paſs when Joſhua had 
ſpoken unto the people, that the ſeven prieſy 
bearing the ſeven trumpets of rams horn; 
paſſed on before the Loxp, and blew with 
the trumpets : and the ark of the coyenant a 
the Loxp followed them. 

And the armed men went before the 
prieſts that blew with the trumpets, and the 
rere-ward came after the ark, the prieſts go- 
ing on, and blowing with the trumpets, 

And Joſhua had commanded the people, 
ſaying, Ye ſhall not ſhout, nor make any 
noiſe with your voice, neither ſhall any word 
proceed out of your mouth, until the day] 
bid you ſhout; then ſhall ye ſhout. 

So the ark of the Lord compaſſed the 
city, going about it once: and they came 
into the camp, and lodged in the camp. 

And Joſhua roſe early in the morning, 
and the prieſts took up the ark of the 
LoRD, 

And ſeven prieſts bearing ſeven trumpet 
of rams horns before the ark of the Long 
went on continually, -and blew with the 
trumpets: and the armed men went before 


them : but the rere-ward came after the ark 
of 
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of the Loxp, the prieſts going on, and blow- 
W ing with the trumpets. 

And the ſecond day they compaſſed the 
city once, and returned into the camp: ſo 
they did fix days. 

And it came to paſs on the ſeventh day, 
that they roſe early about the dawning ot 
the day, and compaſſed the city after the 


wa had 
1 prieſt 
3 horns 
W with 
nant oſ 


re the 
nd the 


ſts go. ſame manner, ſeven times: only on that day 
ts. they compaſſed the city ſeven times. 
deople, And it came to paſs at the ſeventh time, 
de any when the prieſts blew with the trumpets, 
y word Joſhua ſaid unto the people, ſhout, for the 
> day] Lord hath given you the city. 
And the city ſhall be accurſed, even it 1 
ed the all that are therein, to the Lok D: only Ra- 
came hab the harlot ſhall live, ſne and all that are 
), with her in the houſe, becauſe ſhe hid the 
rning, meſſengers that we ſent. 
f the And ye, in any wiſe keep yourſelves 
| from the accurſed thing, leſt ye make your- 
mpets ſelves accurſed when ye take of the accurſed 
Load ching, and make the camp of Iſrael a curſe, 
1 the and trouble it. 
* But all the ſilver and gold, and e of 


| Lord: 


braſs and iron, are conſecrated unto the 
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LoRD : they ſhall come into the eg of 
the LORD. 

So the people ſhouted when the prieſt 
blew with the trumpets: and it came ty 
paſs when the people heard the ſound of the 
trumpet, and the people ſhouted with! 
great ſhout, that the wall fell down flat, ſo 
that the people went up into the city, ever 
man ſtraight before him, and they took the 
City. 

And they utterly deſtroyed all that was in 
the city, both man and woman, young and 
old, and ox, and ſheep, and aſs, with the 
edge of the ſword. 

But Joſhua, had ſaid unto the two men 
that had ſpied out the country, Go into the 
harlot's houſe, and bring out thence the 
woman, and all that ſhe hath, as ye ſware 
unto her. 

And the young men that were ſpies, went 
in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, 
and her mother, and her brethren, and all 
that ſhe had: and they brought out all her 
kindred, and left them without the camp of 
Iſrael, 

And they burned the city with fire, and al 


that was therein: only the ſilver and the 
gold, 
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aſury of gold, and the veſſels of braſs and of iron, 
25 put into the treaſury of the houſe of 
2 prieſt the LogD. 
dame to And Joſhua ſaved Rahab the harlot alive, 
d of the and her father's houſhold, and all that ſhe 
with z had; and ſhe dwelleth in Iſrael even unto 
flat, o this day: becauſe ſhe hid the meſſengers 
7, ever WW which Joſhua ſent to ſpy out Jericho. 
Dok the And Joſhua adjured them at that time, 
ſaying, Curſed be the man before the Loxp, 
; Was in that riſeth up and buildeth this city Jericho :' 
ng and he ſhall lay the foundation thereof in his 
[1th the firſt- born, and in his youngeſt fon ſhall he 
W {ct up the gates of it. 
o men So the Logp was with Joſhua, and his: 
ito the BW fame was noiſed throughout all the country. 
ce the 
e ſware 
ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
5, went Joſhna had a very extraordinary viſion, which ap- 
father, peared to him like a man with a drawn ſword in his 
and al band; it ſeems, he thought it was a champion or war- 
11 her rior ſent by the enemy with an offer to decide the bat- 
tle by ſingle combat; he therefore, with all the bravery 
INP of that his cauſe required, demanded; whether he was to 
eregard him as a friend? Joſhua then received informa- 
1nd al don that it was a Diving BEING, and immediately 
d the fell on his face and worſhipped; which ſhews, that he 
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17:8 JOSHUA*S VISION. 


conſidered this appearance as à manifeſtation of the 
PRESENCE OF Gop, which we have reaſon to think it 
actually was; for had it been one of the heavenly hol, 
he would not have received the adoration of Joſhua, 
which was due to the one SurRtEME ALMIGHTY Gon 
alone. And you find that Joſhua was commanded ty 
ſhew the utmoſt reverence by pulling off his ſhoes, a 
the place he ſtood pn was fanQtified by the appearance 
of the Lox p of all things. Joſhua gladly ſubmitted to 
this heavenly leader, convinced that he was the ſame 
good Being who had guided and directed Moſes, for 
no other could in bis own name promiſe him the con- 
queſt of Jericho. Joſhua was commanded to rely en. 
tirely on the Al MRT, and not to make the leal 
Preparation for a liege, as the whoye affair would be 
miraculous. 

The proceedings of Joſhua and the armies of Iſrael, 
muſt have a very ſtrange appearance in the eyes of the 
enemy; but certainly nothing could be better calculated 
to give glory to Gop, from whoſe hand victory would 
come. The prieſts were Gop's miniſters, and in his 
name proclaimed war with the Canaanites: all the peo- 
ple were commanded to keep ſilence, and in order to 
exerciſe their patience, they were required to march 
round the city for ſix ſucceſſive days; whether the 
ſeventh was a ſabbath or not we are not told, molt 
likely it was; but the Iſraelites could not be accuſedoſ 
violating the ſabbath, becauſe they were employed in 
the immediate ſervice of Gov, who had ſanctified the 
day, end had lately ſhewn himſelf wife aut as Carre 
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What confuſion muſt enſue, when the walls of Jericho 
fell to the ground! and how muſt it diſpirit the 
wretched inhabitants! Now the people of Iſrael were 
perfectly convinced that no adverſary, how formidable 


1 ſoever, could ſtand before the Lox p; and that the 


ſtrongeſt walls were no defence to thoſe, who were for 


their wickedneſs devoted to deſtruction. - 


Rahab was not forgotten, the ſcarlet line was care- 
fully looked for, and the and her friends preſerved. 
Then followed a moſt dreadfal flaughter, men, women, 
and children, fell a prey to the wrath of Gop! It was 
now too late for them to expect mercy, without doubt 
it had been offered to them, at leaſt they knew what 
had befallen Egypt, but they rejected the warnings of 
heaven, deied the /iving Gop, and worſhipped CRRA- 
TURES, and ſo brought his juſtice upon themſelves. 
The ſevere treatment of this city, might hkewiſe be in- 
tended to ſtrike others with awe. By the expreſſion, 
that the city and its inhabitants ſhould be accurſed, 


you are to underſtand they ſhould be EXTERMINATED, 


that is to ſay, defliroyed and rooted out 

Rahab and her family had a place aſſigned them out 
of the Iſraelitiſſi camp, and ſhe embraced the Jewiſh 
religion: Scripture informs us, that ſhe married Salma, 


bead of the tribe of Judah. 
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SECT... AMC 


Taz. HISTORY or JOSHUA conTinuend—Tas 
 /TRANSGRESSION. AND PUNISHMENT OF ACHAN 
AND THE ISRAELITES. 


UT the children of Iſrael committed 2 
treſpaſs in the accurſed thing. For 
Achan the ſon of Carmi, the ſon of Zabdi, 
the ſon of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took 
of the accurſed thing: and the anger of the 


LorD was kindled againſt the children of 


Iſrael. 

And Joſhua ſent men from Jericho to Ai, 
which 1s beſide Beth-aven, on the eaſt ſide of 
Beth-el, and ſpake unto them, ſaying, Go up 
and view the country. And the men went 
up and viewed Ai. 

And they returned to Joſhua, and faid 
unto him, Let not all the people go up; but 
let about two or three thouſand men go up 
and ſmite Ai, and make not all the people to 
labour thither : for they are but few. 

80 there went up thither of the people 
about 


THE ISRAELITES FLEE. 181 


about three thouſand men: and ns” fled be- 
fore the men of Ai. 

And the men of Ai ſmote of them about 
thirty and fix men: for they chaſed them 
from before the gate even unto Shebarim, 
and ſmote them in the going down. Where- 


Tus 

HAN fore the hearts of the people melted and be- 
came as water. | 

And Joſhua rent. his clothes, and fell to 

ted a the earth upon his face before the ark of the 
For Lond until the even tide, he and the elders 
bd, of Iſrael, and put duſt upon their heads. 
took And Joſhua. ſaid, Alas! O Lok D Gop, 
tlie wherefore haſt thou at all brought this people 
of over Jordan to deliver us into the hand of 
the Amorites, to deſtroy us? would to Gor 

At, we had been content, and dwelt on the other 
e of ide Jordan. = 
up O Lokp, what ſhall I day when Is et 
ent turneth their backs before their enemies? 
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants 

aid of the land ſhall hear of it, and ſhall environ 
ut us round, and cut off our name from the 
up | earth: and what wilt thou do unto thy great 

to name ? 

And the Loxp faid unto Joſhua, Get thee 

le up: wherefore lieſt thou thus upon thy face? 


1 Iſrael 


182 ISRAEL'S TRESPASS, 


Iſrael hath ſinned, and they have alſo 
tranſgreſſed my covenant which I command. 
ed them: for they have even taken cf the 
accurſed thing, and have alſo ſtolen, and dif. 
ſembled alſo, and they have put it even 
amongſt their own ſtuff, 

Therefore the children of Iſrael could not 
ſtand before their enemies, but turned their 
backs before their enemies, becauſe they were 
accurſed: neither will I be with you any 
more, except ye deftroy the accurſed from 
amongſt you. 

Up, ſanctify the people, and ſay, Sanctify 


yourſelves againſt to-morrow : for thus ſaith 


the LoRD Gop of Iſrael, There is an ac- 
curſed thing in the midſt of thee, O Iſrael: 
thou canſt not ſtand before thine enemies, 
until ye take away the accurſed thing from 
among you : : 

In the morning therefore ye ſhall be 
brought according to your tribes; and it 
all be, that the tribe which the Lov 
taketh ſhall come according to the families 
thereof; and the family which the Lozo 
ſhall take ſhall come by houſholds ; and the 
houſhold which the Loxp ſhall take ſhall 
come man by man: 


And 
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And it ſhall be, that he that is taken with 
the accurſed thing ſhall be burnt with fire, 
he and all that he hath; becauſe he hath 
tranſgreſſed the covenant of the Loxb, and 
becauſe he hath wrought folly in Iſrael. 

So Joſhua roſe up early in the morning, 
and brought Iſrael by their tribes; and the 
tribe of Judah was taken : 

And he brought the family of Judah ; ond 
he took the family of the Zarhites; and he 
brought the family of the Zarhites man by 
man; and Zabdi was taken: 

And he brought his houſhold man by 
man; and Achan the ſon of Carmi, the fon 


, of Zabdi, the ſon of Zerah, of the tribe of 


Judah, was taken. 

And Joſhua ſaid unto Achan, My ſon, 
give, I pray thee glory to the Lord Gop of 
Iſrael, and make confeſſion unto him; and 
tell me now what thou haſt done; hide it 
not from me. 

And Achan anſwered Joſhua, and ſaid, 
Indeed I have ſinned againſt the Lord Goo 


ol Iſrael, and thus and thus have I done, 


When I ſaw among the ſpoils a goodly Ba- 
byloniſh garment, and two hundred ſhekels 


of ſilyer, and a wedge of gold of fifty ſhekels 


weight, 
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weight, then I coveted them, and took them, 
and behold, they are hid in the earth in the 
midſt of my tent, and the filver under it. 

So Joſhua ſent meſſengers, and they ran 
unto the tent, and behold, it was hid in his 
tent, and the ſilver under it. 

And they took them out of the midit of 
the tent, and brought them unto Joſhua, and 
unto all the children of Iſrael, and laid them 
out before the LoRD. 

And Joſhua and all Iſrael with him took 

Achan the ſon of Zerah, and the filver, and the 
garment, and the wedge of gold, and his ſons, 
and his daughters, and his oxen, and his aſſes, 
and his ſheep, and his tent, and all that he 
had : and they brought them unto the val: 
ley of Achor, 
And Joſhua ſaid, Why haſt thou troubled 
us? the Lok p ſhall trouble thee this day, 
And all Ifrael ſtoned him with ſtones, and 
burned them with fire, after they had ſtoned 
them with ſtones. 

And they raiſed over him a great heap of 
ſtones unto this day. So the Lord turned 
from the fierceneſs of his anger. Wherefore 
the name of that place was called, The val- 


ley of Achor, unto this day. | 
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ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


You read in the laſt Section, my dear, that the 
Lox expreſsly commanded every thing in Jericho to 
be deſtroyed, excepting the filver and gold, and the 
veſſels of braſs and iron, which were to be conſecrated 
to the Loxp ; and the Iſraelites were particularly pro- 
hibited from appropriating any part of the ſpoil. to 
their own private uſes ; therefore Achan's crime was 
of a moſt heinous and preſumptuous nature, for it was 
the worſt of robberies, called facrilegs, or  Realing from 
Gop Himſelf, 

If Achan had had any fear, love, or reverence for 
the SurxEME BEING, he certainly would not have 
dared to commit fuch wickedneſs, or at leaſt would 
have confeſs'd his crime as ſoon as he found that he 
had brought a curſe upon Iſrael, but you find that 
he ſuffered the moſt exact ſcrutiny to be made before he 
owned it, Why the Loxp afflicted Iſrael for 47s fin 
is hard to determine, but without doubt,“ The judge 
« of all the earth did right;“ and it does not become 
ſuch poor ſhort-ſighted creatures as we are, to diſpute 


the juſtice of an ALL-PERFECT BEING, 
I think we may conjecture, from the relation we 


have of this event, that Iſrael connived at Achan's of- 
tence ; perhaps with a view of experiencing whether 
the LoR D would execute vengeance againſt him; or 
we may ſuppoſe that they murmured in their minds 
at a prohibition which reſtrained their covetous deſires. 

It is very probable that the people who fell be- 
fore Ai, were elated with their ſucceſs againſt je- 
richo, and imputed it to their own valour; how- 


ever this was, the retreat of their party occaſioned 
the 
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the utmoſt conſternation in the army of Iſrael; ani 
Joſhua himſelf was on the very brink of deſpair, and 
expreſſed his grief for the diſappointment with ſeen. 
ing impatience; however, he preſerved the utmoſ 
regard for the honour of the Lox D, who took pity on 
his diſtreſs. 

Gop certainly could have pointed out the finner a 
once, but choſe to let the diſcovery be made in this 
ſolemn manner, in order to deter the people from ſuch 
ſacrilegious crimes for the future; that when they 
ſaw they could not conceal any thing from the knoy. 
ledge of Gop, they might fear to diſobey him. 

Achan certainly juſtly forfeited his life, but appears 
to have had at laſt a proper ſenſe of his guilt, and died 
penitent, therefore we may hope he was received to 
mercy. | 

As to his family, it certainly appears hard that they 
ſhould ſuffer with him; but though we are not ex. 
preſsly told that they were privy to his crime, it is 
moſt likely they were: beſides, Moſes had told the 
Iſraelites, that whoever committed ſuch an offence 
would bring deſtruction, not only on themſelves, but 
upon their families; it was therefore neceſſary to make 
an example of the firſt aggreſſor, to deter others, 
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| KING HANGED. 


ND the Loxp ſaid unto Joſhua, Fear 

not, neither be thou diſmayed: take 
all che people of war with thee, and ariſe, 
go up to Ai: ſee, I have given into thy 
hand the king of Ai, and his phople, and 
4 his city, and his land. | 


And thou ſhalt do to Ai and hap king, 
as thou didft unto Jericho and her king: 
only the ſpoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, 


WI {hall ye take for a prey unto yourſelves 


lay thee an ambuſh for the city behind it, 

So Joſhua aroſe, and all the people of 
war, to go up againſt Ai: and Joſhua 
choſe out thirty thouſand mighty men of 
valour, and ſent them away by night. 

And he commanded them, ſaying, Behold, 
ye ſhall lie in wait againſt the city, even be- 
hind the city: go not very far from the city, 
but be ye all ready : 

And 
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188 JOSHUA'S STRATAGEM. 
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And I, and all the people that are wit 
me, will approach unto the city: and it ſhall 
come to paſs when they come out againſt 
us, as at the firſt, that we will flee before 
them. 

(For they will come out after us) till ye 
have drawn them from the city ; for they 
will ſay, They flee before us, at the firſt: 
therefore we will flee before them. 

Then ye ſhall rife up from the ambuſh; 
and ſeize upon the city: for the LogD your 
Gop will deliver it into your hand. 

And it ſhall be when ye have taken the 
city, that ye ſhall ſet the city on fire: ac- 
cording to the commandment of the Lo Wit © 
ſhall ye do. See, I have commanded you. une 
. Joſhua therefore ſent them forth; and wiſt 
they went to lie in ambuſh, and abode be- in 
tween Bethel and Ai, on the weſt-ſide of Ar 
Ai: but Joſhua lodged that night among 
the people. 

And Joſhua roſe up early in the nad 

and numbered the people, and went up, he 

and the elders of Iſrael, before the people 

to Ai. 

And all the people, even \ tha people of 

war that were with him, went up, and drew 
nigh, 


W calle 
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away 

A 
Beth 
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ig, and came before the city, and pitched 
n the north-ſide of Ai: now there was a 
£ valley between them and Ai. 

And he took about five thouſand men, 
Wand ſent them to lie in ambuſh between 
WBcthcl and Ai, on the weſt-ſide of the city. 
And when they had ſet the people, even 
au the hoſt that was on the north of the 
city, and their liers in wait on the welt of 
the city: Joſhua went that night into the 
midſt of the valley. 

And it came to paſs when the king of 
Ai ſaw it, that they haſted and roſe up early, 
and the men of the city went out againſt 


e with 
it ſhall 
again 
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1buſh; 
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en the 


>: ac- 
Lox WW [irac! to battle, he and all his people, at a 
you. time appointed, before the plain; but he 


wiſt not that there were liers in ambuſh 
againſt him behind the city. 

And Joſhua and all Iſrael made as if they 
W were beaten before them, and fled by the 
8 way of the wildernefs. - 1 

And all the people that were in Ai were 
called together to purſue after them: and 
chey purſued after Joſhua, and were drawn 
away from the city. 

And there was not a man left in Ai, or 
Beth-el that went not out after Iſrae] „ and 
| they 
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they left the* city open, and purfued FR 
Iſrael. 
And the Loxvy ſaid unto Joſhua, Stretd i 
out the ſpear that is in thy hand toward Al 
for I will give it into thine hand. Ai 
Joſhua ſtretched out the ſpear that he h 
in his hand toward the city. i 

And the ambuſh aroſe quickly out of thei 
place, and they ran as ſoon as he had ftretch A. 
ed out his hand: and they entered into the 
city, and took it, and haſted, and fer the ci 
on fire. 

And when the men of Ai looked behini 
them, they faw, and behold, the ſmoke & 
the city aſcended up to heaven, and they hat 
no power to flee this way or that way: and 
the people that fled to the wilderneſs turnet 
back upon the purſuers. | 

And when Jofhua and all Ifrael ſaw that 
the ambuſh had taken the city, and that the 
ſmoke of the city aſcended, then they turned 
again and flew the men of Ai. 

And the other iffued out of the city againk 
them; ſo they were in the midſt of Iſtach 
ſome on this ſide, and ſome on that fide: 
and they ſmote them, ſo that they Jet none 


of them remain or eſcape. 
2 And 
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ought him to Joſhua. 
Stretch 
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And the king of Ai they took _— ans 


And it came to paſs, when Iſrael had made 


n the field, in the wilderneſs wherein they 
haſed them, and when they were all fallen on 


umed, that all the Iſraelites returned unto 
Ai, and ſmote it with the edge of the ſword. 
And ſo it was, that all that fell that day, 
both of men and women, were twelve thou- 


For Joſhua drew not his hand back where- 
with he ſtretched out the ſpear, until he had 
utterly deſtroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 

Only the cattle and the ſpoil of that city, 
Iſrael took for a prey unto themſelves, ac- 
cording unto the word of the Lok, which 


le commanded Joſhua. 


And Joſhua burnt Ai, and made” it an 
heap for ever, even a deſolation unto this 
day. 


And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree 


5 until even- tide: and as ſoon as the ſun was 
W down, Joſhua commanded that they ſhould 


take his carcaſe down from the tree, and caſt 
it at the entering of the gate of the city, and 
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raiſe thereon a great heap of ſtones that re. 
maineth unto this day. 

Then Joſhua built an altar unto the Logo 
Gop of Iſrael in mount Ebal. 

As Moſes the ſervant of the Log p com- 
manded the children of Iſrael, as it is writ- 


ten in the book of the law of Moſes, an altar 


of whole ſtones, over which no man had 
lift up any iron: and they offered thereon 


burnt-offerings unto the LORp, and facri- 


ficed peace-offerings. 

And he wrote there upon the ſtones a 
copy of the law of Moſes, which he wrote in 
the preſence of the children of Iſrael. 

And all Iſrael, and their elders and off- 
cers, and their judges, ſtood on this fide the 
ark, and on that fide, before the prieſts, the 
Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant 


of the Lox, as well the ſtranger, as he that 


was born among them; half of them over 
againſt mount Gerizim, and half of them 
over againſt mount Ebal: as Moſes the ſer- 
vant of the Lox had commanded before, 
that they ſhould bleſs the people of Iſrael. 

And afterward he read all. the words of the 
law, the bleſſings and curſings, according 


to all that is written in the book of the law. 
| T here 


the Lo 


ct the 


WE cpcat 


Ti 


omn 


Duc 
cn, 


hat! 


A 

"I i 

| Joſt 
ind P. 


cc" 


xert t. 
eceive 
hemſe 

ore p 


o Mot 


Joſh 


bey a 
bey lil 
5 Parts 0 
- platter 
5 they co 
W-mony t 


them ſi 


nen, a1 


for all 
their fa 
ſhould 
Vol 


at re- 


LORD 


com- 


Writ- 


altar 


had 


ercon Wi 


ſacri- 


nes 3 
te in 


ofh- 
e the 
„ the 
>nant 


that. 


over 
them 
> ſer- 
fore, 
WL? 
pf the 
ding 
Jaw, 
There 


THE LAW READ. 


193 


There was not a word of all that Moſes 
„ manded, which Joſhua read not before 
: all the congregation of Iſrael, with the wo- 
en, and the little ones, and the ſtrangers 
hat were converſant among them. 


ANNOTATIONS AX D REFLECTIONS. 


The Logp vouchſafed to raiſe the drooping ſpirits 
f Joſhua by freſh aſſurances of his ALmiGnTY Preſence 
nd 70/771 ; and gave him particular directions con- 
WW crning the conqueſt of Ai, allowing the Iſraelites to 
ecoert their own courage and {kill on this occaſion, and to 
eie the reward of it by appropriating the ſpoil to 
5 themſelves: hitherto the people of Iſrael were much 
ore patient and obedient to Joſhua than they had been 
o Moſes, and they exactly fulfilled the commands of 
he LoRD. | 
= Joſhua now thought it neceſſary to call the attention 
Wc! the people to the public worſhip of Gop, and to 
05 repeat to them the laws which Moſes had declared; 
: Whey accordingly devoutly affiſted at the ſolemnity; 
7 they likewiſe wrote the ten commandments, and other 


WP arts of the law upon ſtones which were covered with 
0 plaiſter, that all might /ee what the Covenant was which 
5 they conſented to; and that it might be a ſtanding teſti- 
Vony to poſterity of the goodneſs of God, in giving 
blem ſuch excellent laws. On this occaſion men, wo- 
ren, and children attended; and it certainly is a duty 
Vr all perſons to go to places of public worſhip with 
beir families: every one who is capable of learning 
WT ould hear, as well as read the Nad of Gop. 
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. CONFEDRACY or THE KINGS or CANAAN 
TAE GIBEONIT ES DECEIVE ISRAEL. 


ND it came to paſs, when all the kings 

which were on this ſide Jordan, in the 
hills, and in the valleys, and in all the coaſts 
of the great ſea over againſt Lebanon, the 
Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, 
the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebuſite 
heard thereof; 

That they gathered themſelves together 
to fight with Joſhua, and with Iſrael, with 
one accord, 

And when the inhabitants of  Gibeon 
heard what Joſhua had done unto Jericho 
and to Ai, 

They did work wilily, and went and made 
as if they had been ambaſſadors, and took 
old ſacks upon their afſes, and wine bottles, 
old, and rent, and bound up. 
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And old ſhoes, and clouted upon their 
feet, and old garments upon them, and all 


the bread of their proviſion was dry and 


mouldy. 
And they went to Joſhua unto the camp 


| at Gilgal, and ſaid unto him, and to the 
men of Iſrael, We be come from a far 


country: now therefore make ye a league 
with us. 

And the men of Ifrael ſaid unto the Hi- 
vites, Peradventure ye dwell among us, and 
how ſhall we make a league with you? 

And they faid unto Joſhua, We are thy 
And Joſhua ſaid unto them, Who 


And they ſaid unto him; From a very far 


| country thy ſervants are come, becauſe or 


the name of the Lord thy Gop: for we 
heard the fame of him, and all that he did in 
Egypt. tes 
And all that he did to the two kings of 
the Amorites that were beyond Jordan, to 
Sihon king of Heſhbon, and Og king of 
Baſhan, which dwelt at Aſhtaroth. 
Wherefore our elders and all the inhabit- 
ants of our country, ſpake to us, ſaying, 
Take victuals with you for the wanne and 
K 2 go 
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196 LEAGUE WITH GIBEON. 


go to meet them, and ſay unto them, We 
are your ſervants: therefore now make ye z 
league with us. 

This our bread we took hot hoe our pro 
viſion out of our houſes, on the day we came 
forth to go unto you; but now behold it is 
dry, and it is mouldy : 

And theſe bottles of wine which we filled 
were new, and behold, they be rent : and 
theſe our garments and our ſhoes are become 
old, by reaſon of the very long journey, 

And the men took of their viduals, and 
aſked nor counſel at the mouth of the Logo. 

And Joſhua made peace with them, and 
made a league with them, to let them live: 
and the princes of the ing ſware 
unto them. 

And 1t came to paſs at the end of three 
days after they had made a league with them, 
that they heard that they were their neigh- 
bours, and that they dwelt among them. 

And the children of Iſrael journeyed, and 
came unto their cities on the third day. 
Now their cities were Gibeon, and Che- 
phirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim. 

And the children of Iſrael ſmote them 


not, becauſe the princes of the congregation 
had 
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GIBEONITES PUNISHED. 197 
had ſworn unto them by the LoRD Gop of 


Irael. And all the congregation murmured 


againſt the princes. 
But all the princes ſaid unto all the con- 


10t touch them. 

This we will do to them: we will even 
let them live, leſt wrath be upon us, becauſe 
of the oath which we ſware unto them. 

And the princes ſaid unto them, Let them 


live: but let them be hewers of wood and 


drawers of water unto all the congregation : 
as the princes had promiſed them. 

And Joſhua called for them, and he ſpake 
unto them, ſaying, Wherefore have ye be- 
guiled us, faying, We are very far from you; 
when ye dwell among us? 

Now therefore ye are curſed, and there 


men, and hewers of wood, and drawers of 
vater for the houſe of my Gop. 

And they anſwered Joſhua and ſaid, Be- 
cauſe it was certainly told thy ſervants, how 
that the Lok D thy Gop commanded his ſer- 


a Moſes to give you all the land, and to 
deſtroy all the inhabitants of the land from 


K-73 before 


oregation, We have ſworn unto them by the 
Lok D Gop of Ifrael : now therefore we may 


ſhall none of you be freed from being bond- 
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before you, therefore we were fore afraid 
of our lives becauſe of you, and have tone 
this thing. 5 

And now, behold, we are in thine hand: 
as it ſeemeth good and right unto thee to do 
unto us, .do. 

And fo did he unto them, and deliver 
them out of the hand of the children l Lirgel 
that they flew them not. 


And Joſhua made them that day hewer 
of wood and drawers of water for the con- 
gregation, and for the altar of the Logo, 
even unto this day, in the place which he 
inould chooſe, 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS, 


I have already informed you, my dear, that the land 
of Canaan was inhabited by the deſcendants of Canaan 
the ſon of Ham. Canan nad eieven ſons, who were 
the heads of as many tribes or nations: I will give 
you the names of five of them, from whom the different 
kingdoms of the Canaanites proceeded, viz. Heth, 
Jebuſi, Amori, Gergaſhi, Hivi: it is almoſt needleſs 
to tell you, that from them their tribes were called Hit. 
tites, Jebuſites, Amorites, Gergaſhites, Hivites. From 
whom the people deſcended that are particularly called 
the Canaanites is not exactly known; but it is ſuppoſed 


that theſe, as well as the Perrizites, conſiſted of the 
mingled 
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mingled tribes of the Canaanites, who had been en- 
37 gaged in fierce wars with the Egyptians, and were 
pointed out for deſtruction becauſe they were the moſt 
WF warlike, and on that account likely to intimidate the 


Afraid 
e done 


hand: 


55 Iſraelites. 
to do 


ue people of Iſrael by the Loxp's aſſiſtance, had 
advanced ſo rapidly towards Jericho and Ai, that a ge- 
neral conſternation ſpread itſelf throughout the idola- 
trous nations: but whilſt they were ſacrificing to Go, 
and war was ſuſpended, the Canaanites refleted on 
WE their ſituation, and inſtead of repenting of their abomi- 
ewers (able fins, hardened their hearts, like Pharaoh, re- 
con- ſolving to make reſiſtance, though the miracles that 
ORD, 5 had been performed at Jordan and Jericho were ſut- 
ch ke nent, Ohe Wourd have ſuppoſed, to convince them 
that the Iſraelites were aſſiſted and protected by an 
ALMIGHTY BEING. 

Four cities only among the Gibeonites, feared the 
power of God, and ſeem to have underſtood that the 


lvered 


Iſrael 


. 5 Canaanites would be extirpated without reſerve, but 
e land : | that the Tiraelites might make a league with diftant 
LORE nations: this circumſtance ſhews, that the laws of Moſes 
— were known in the world. The ambaſſadors of the 
l gire Gibeonites managed their buſineſs with great art- 
Forent falneſs, and effectually deceived not only the princes of 
Hell, Iſrael, but Joſhua himſelf, who inconſiderately con- 
<dlek cluded a treaty with them, and ratified it with a ſolemn 
Hit. | bath, without enquiring of Gop whether he ought to 
From do ſo or not, though he had been commanded to 
called make enquiry in all difficulties by means of the high 
poſed prieſt, 
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200 ENQUIRING OF GOD. 


I have * already given you the beſt information in 1 
power reſpecting the Ux u and Trumin, neither i 
it of conſequence to xs to know more about it, becauſe 
ze may learn the will of God ſufficiently for our pur. 
pole from the ſcriptures, and do not ſtand in need of 
particular revelations, as we are not employed like the 
Iſraelites in deſtroying the idolatrous nations. G05 
requires of "us a different ſervice; to combat the 
vices and bad propenſities of our own hearts, to pray 
to him and praiſe his holy name, and to do all the 
good in our power to our fellow-creatures. The wan 
we occaſionally have, relate merely to our worldly af. 
fairs, and are certainly a misfortune to all parties en- 
gaged in them; and though we may pray to Gop to pro- 
tect us and give us victory, yet we have no right to expes 
him to direct us, as he did thoſe who fought what were 
properly called, the Lox 's battles, I ſhall, however, 
tell you what enguiring of the mouth of the LORD, which 
Joſhua omitted to do, is ſuppoſed to mean. You re- 
member, that the g/ory of the Lox p appeared between 
the cherubims, on the mercy-ſeat which covered the ark, 
and that Gop conver/ed, as it is expreſſed, with Moles, 
After the death of Moſes, the high prieſt acted as medi. 
ator to the people, Joſhua as their LEADER and general; 
the latter therefore was commanded in all 1mportant 
concerns to have recourſe to the high prieſt, who put 
on his robes and breaſt-plate, and preſented himſelf in 
the holy place, and there ſtanding with his face to- 
wards the ark or mercy-ſeat whereon the Divixs 
PRESENCE reſted, he aſked council of the Lok p, and 
received an anſwer, which he communicated to the 


/ 


* See Sect. XLIV. Vol. I. 
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JOSHUA'S PRECIPITATION. 208 


perſon in whoſe name he made the enquiry. The 
anſwer ſo given, is in many parts of ſcripture ſtiled 
the Ox AcIE Or Go“. | F103 359 
Joſhua therefore certainly was very blameable, in not 
having recourſe to ſuch an infallible means of di- 
recting his judgment in reſpect to his league with the 
Gibeonites, and (as is uſually the caſe in all important 
matters which are precipitately determined,) he com- 
mitted great errors, becauſe he had received a ſtrict in- 
junction not to make a league or covenant with any na- 
tion whatever; but as it appears to have been an in- 
conſiderate, and not preſumptucus aft, Gop pardoned 
him and the princes; and it ſeems allowed them to ful - 


il the league, as they had ſolemnly entered into it in 
his holy name; they therefore ſpared the lives of thoſe 


four cities, notwithſtanding they were Canaanites; but 


to puniſh them for their deceit, condemned them to 


fervile employments. I ſhall, my dear, explain to you 
the nature of their puniſhment. A great deal of wood 
was required for the altar of burnt offerings, and a 
quantity of water for the frequent waſhings which made 
a part of the Jewiſh purifications'; theſe, and other 


laviſh works of the ſame kind, ſuch as waſhing the 


veſſels, carrying out aſhes, ſweeping the courts, & 
which otherwiſe the Levites muſt have performed, 
were required of the Gibeonites. : 

The Gibeonites were very blameable for telling ſuch 
falſities, and therefore ought not in this inſtance to be 


conſidered as worthy of imitation; though they were 


very commendable in reſpect to their faith and ſub- 
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202 THE CURSE ON CANAAN. 


miſſion to Gop. Their fraud was ſoon diſcovered, 
and for that they were condemned to flavery ; but it 
was of an honourable kind, and ſuch as gave them an 
opportunity of improving in that holy religion to 
which they were become proſelytes, and prevent their 
returning to their former idolatries. Now was fulfilled 
the curſe of Canaan the ſon of Ham, from whom theſe 
Gibeonites deſcended, for they were /erwants of /er- 
wants to their brethren ;” they were obliged to deliver 
up their cities, and it is ſuppoſed, were diſperſed among 
the Levites, and came up with them in their courſe to 
ſerve at the altar, out of the profits of which they had 
their maintenance. 

As the Gibeonites had obtained the he by frau · 
dulent practices, there was a pretence for the Iſraelites 
cancelling it, and putting them to death; but you 
find they would not break their oath. Every perſon 
ought to be extremely cautious how he enters into 
ſolemn engagements, but when once made, they ſhould 
be ſtrictly obſerved ; nay, even if we give our promiſe 
on our own word, without calling Gop to witneſs, 
nothing ſhould provoke us to break it, for other peo- 
ple's fin is no excuſe for our own. 
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TRE SUN STANDETH STILL, 


OW it came to paſs, when Adoni-ze- 
dek king of Jeruſalem had heard 
how Joſhua had taken Ai, and had utterly 
deſtroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and 


: | "her king, ſo he had done to Ai and her 
| king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon, 
i had made peace with Iſrael, and were among 


them; 
That they feared. 8 becauſe Gi- 


beon was a great city, as one of the royal 


cities, and becauſe it was greater than Ai, 


and all the men thereof were mighty. 
Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jeruſa- 

lem ſent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and 

unto Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Ja- 


phia king of Lachiſh, and unto D king 


of Eglon, ſaying, 
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204 CONFEDERATE KINGS. 


Come up unto me, and help me, that we 
may ſmite Gibeon : for it hath made peace 
with Joſhua and with the children of Iſrael. 

Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, 
the king of Jeruſalem, the king of Hebron, 
the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachiſh, 
the king of Eglon, gathered themſelves to- 

_ gether, and went vp, they and all their hoſts, 
and encamped betore Gibeon, and made out 
againſt it. 

And the men of Gibeon ſent unto Joſhua 
to the camp to Gilgal, ſaying, Slack not thy 
hand from thy ſervants; come up to us 
quickly, and ſave us, and help us: for all 
the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the 
mountains are gathered together againſt us, 

So Joſhua aſcended from Gilgal, he and all 
the people of war with kim, and all * 
mighty men of valour. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Joſhua, Fear 
them not: for I have delivered them into 
thine hand; there ſhall not + man of them 
ſtand before thee. 

Joſhua therefore came unto them ſudden- 
ly, and went up from Gilgal all night. 

And the Loxp difcomfited them before 


Iſrael, and flew them with a great flaughter 
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: at Gibeon, and chaſed them along the way 


that goeth up to Beth- horon, and ſmote 
them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. 

And it came to paſs as they fled from be- 
fore Iſrael, and were in the going down to 
Beth-horon, that the Loxp caſt down great 
ſtones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, 
and they died : they were more which died 


= with hail-ſtones than they whom the children 


of Iſrael ſlew with the ſword. 

Then ſpake Joſhua to the Lord in the 
day when the LoRD delivered up the Amo- 
rites before the children of Hrael, and he ſaid 
in the ſight of Iſrael, Sun, ſtand thou till 
upon Gibeon: and thou moon in the val- 


ey of Ajalon. 


And the ſun ſtood ſtill, and the moon FEA 
ed, until the people had avenged themſelves 
upon their enemies: is not this written in the 
book of Jaſher? ſo the ſun ſtood ſtill in the 
midſt of heaven, and haſted not to go down 


about a whole day. 

And there was no day like that, before it 
or after it, that the Lozp hearkened unto the 
voice of man: for the Lokp fought for Iſrael. 

And Joſhua returned, and all Iſrael with 
him unto the camp to Gilgal. 
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206 SLAUGHTER OF THE CONFEDERATx;, 


But theſe five kings fled, and hid them. 
ſelves in a cave at Makkedah. _ 

And it was told Joſhua, ſaying, The five 
kings are found hid in a cave at Makkedah, 

And Joſhua ſaid, Roll great ſtones upon 
the mouth of the cave, and fet men by it for 


to keep them. 


And ſtay ye not, but purſue after your 
enemies, and ſmite the hindmoſt of them 
ſuffer them not to enter into their cities: for 
the LoxD your Gop hath delivered them 
into your hand. 

And it came to paſs when Joſhua and the 
children of Iſrael had made an end of ſlaying 
them with a very great ſlaughter till they 
were conſumed, that the reſt which remained 
of them entered into the fenced cities. 

And all the people returned to the camp 
to Joſhua at Makkedah in peace : none 
moved his tongue againſt any of the children 
of Iimel. 

Then ſaid Joſhua, Open the mouth of the 
cave, and bring out thoſe five kings unto me 
out of the cave. 

And they did ſo, and brought forth thoſe 
five kings unto him out of the cave, the 
king of Jeruſalem, the king of Hebron, the 

king 
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ing of Jarmuth, the king of Lackiſh, and 


he king of Eglon. | 
And it came to paſs when they had 


brought out thoſe five kings unto Joſhua, 


that Joſhua called for all the men of Iſrael, 
ind ſaid unto the captains of the men of 
Var, which went with him, Come near, put 
2 your feet upon the necks of theſe kings. 
And they came near, and put their feet upon 


the necks of them. | 
And Joſhua ſaid unto them, Fear not, nor 


mies againſt whom ye fight. 

And afterward Joſhua ſmote them, and 
flew them, and hanged them on five trees; 
and they were hanging upon the trees until 
the evening. | 

And it came to paſs at the time of the 
going down of the ſun, that Joſhua com- 
manded, and they took them down off the 


trees, and caſt them into the cave wherein 

they had been hid, and laid great ſtones in 

the cave's mouth, which remain until this 
very day. , 

So Joſhua ſmote all the country of the 

hills, and of the ſouth, and of the vale, and 

of 
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of the ſprings, and all their kings: he le J 
none remaining, but utterly deſtroyed gl thol 
that breathed; as the Loxp Gob 'of If - 
commanded. | off 
And Joſhua ſmote them from Kadeh. He 
barnea even unto Gaza, and all the country 0 | all 
of Goſhen, even unto Gibeon. dhe 
And all theſe kings and their land did me 
Joſhua take at one time: becauſe the Loxv Ml ; 
Gop of Iſrael fought for Iſrael. : lan 
And Joſhua returned, and all Iſrael with 5 in 
him unto the camp at Gilgal. 5 
As the Lord commanded Moſes his ſer- 2 to 
vant, ſo did Moſes. command Joſhua, and ſv Jo 
did Joſhua: he left nothing undone of all ac 
that the Loxp commanded Moſes. 1 Ai 
So Joſhua took. all that land, the hills, . 
and all the ſouth country, and all the land of W 
Goſhen, and the valley, and the plain, and 4 ln 
the mountain of Iſrael, and the valley of the , 
ſame; _ 
Even from the mount Halak, that goeth 
up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad, in the val- E 
ley of Lebanon, under mount Hermon: and 
all their kings he took, and ſmote them, and 1 
few. them. . . 
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Joſhua made war a long time with all 


thoſe kings. 

And at that time came Joſhua, and cut 
off the Anakims from the mountains, from 
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from 


| all the mountains of Judah, and from all 


the mountains of Iſrael, Joſhua deftroyed 


chem utterly with their cities. 


There was none of the Anakims left in the 
land of the children of Iſrael: only in Gaza, 
in Gath, and in Aſhdod there remained. 

So Joſhua took the whole land, according 


to all that the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes; and 


Joſhua gave it for an inheritance unto Iſrael, 
according to their diviſions by their tribes. 
And the land reſted from war. 

And theſe are the kings of the country 
which Joſhua and the children of Isel 
ſmote on this ſide Jordan. 

The king of Jericho, one; the king of 
Al, which is beſide Beth-el, one; 

The king of Jeruſalem, one; the king of 
Hebron, one ; 

The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of 
Lachiſh, one; E 
The king of Eglon, one; the king of 
Gezer, one ; 


The 
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210 CONQUERED KINGS. 
The king of Debir, 1 the King of 
Geder one; 
The king of Hormah, one; the king of 
Arad, one ; 
The ing of Libpab, one; the king of 
Adullam, one: 
The king of Makkedah, one; the King of 
Beth- el, one; 
The king of Tappuah, one; the kid of 
Hepher, one ; 
The king of Aphek, n the king of 
Laſharon, one; | 
The king of Malen, one; the king of 
Hazor, one; 
The king of Shimron-meron, one; the 
king of Achſhaph, one; 
The king of Taanach, one; the king ol 


| Megidde, one; 


The king of Kaan one; the king of 
Jokheam of Carmel, one; 

The king of Dor in the coaſt of Dor, one; 
the king of the nations of Gilgal, one; 

The king of Tirzah, one: all the kings 


thirty and one. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The ſtorm of hail ſtones which deſtroyed ſuch num- 
bers of the enemy, ſeems to have been like that which 
killed 
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STUDY OF ASTRONOMY. 21x 


1 killed ſuch a multitude of the Egyptians, when Pha- 
5 | r20h refuſed to let Iſrael depart : But the miracle 


which followed, was ſuch as had never been known 


As Joſhua and the Iſraelites had ſo many enemies to 
encounter at once, and the Lox p had commanded that 
they ſhould be put to the ſword, the natural day would 


are been too ſhort for the completion of their work. 


Animated by divine aſſiſtance, and deſirous to fave 
their new proſelytes, theſe valiant men were eager to 


W purſue the victory, and night would have been an in- 


terruption to their ſucceſs; no wonder therefore, that 
Joſhua ſhould form a wiſh that the day might be 
lengthened, or that he ſhould pray to Gop to work a 

miracle, for the important purpoſe of deſtroying a com- 
bined army of preſumptuous idolators ; who, favoured | 
by the darkneſs of the night, might have made their 


: | eſcape, or overcome the Gibeonites. Joſhua's words, 


Sun ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon, and thou moon in 
© the valley of Ajalon,”” ſeem to contradict what I 
have told vou“ concerning the motion of the earth: 
but I muſt inform you, my dear, that the knowledge of 
aſtronomy can only be acquired by ſtudy: that in all 
ages the common people have been ignorant of it; 


'F and feeling no motion of the earth, but obſerving an 


apparent one of the ſun, have generally ſuppoſed that 
it actually makes a daily rotation round the world, and 
ſo produces alternate light and darkneſs. The Iſrael- 
ites in the midſt of war, had but little leiſure for the 
cultivation of the ſciences ; had Joſhua therefore ſaid, 
tand ſtill O earth,” the people would have thought 


See Introduction to the Knowledge of Nature, &c. 
him 
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bim mad, as I dare ſay numbers would ſuppoſe us to 
be, were we to endeavour to perſuade them, that the 
earth turns round the ſun. 

It is certainly very deſirable to gain ſome knowledge 
of the ſcience of aſtronomy, if circumſtances will per- 
mit; becaffſe it elevates and expands the mind, and 
furniſhes us with noble reflections; we muſt not how 
ever ſeek to learn it from the ScRI TURES, for they 
treat of higher things: lead us to an acquaintance with 
the GREAT CRrarok, and teach us how we may 
ſerve him, and obtain eternal happine/5s. So that when 
you meet with any expreſſion, contradictory to thoſe 
diſcoveries which Gop has enabled /ome part of man- 
kind to make for the benefit of a/l, concerning the 
laws of nature, you muſt always underſtand, that as the 
Scriptures were written for the 72n5rant, as well as the 


learned, Gop has graciouſly accommodated them to 


the underſtanding of the humbl:f# reader, in order to 
prevent their being led away from things of real con- 
ſequence, by ſpeculations of no uſe to the lower kinds 
of people; and to make them contented with that de- 
gree of ignorance, which is generally the lot of the la- 
borious, by giving them inſtead of ſcientific learning, 
the ineſtimable treaſure of divine rewelatien; by means 
of which, they are taught, that the labour of the hul- 
bandman and the mechanic, are of the utmoſt benefit 
to ſociety ; and that faith and piety towards Gov, 
and honeſty and kindneſs in their dealings with man- 
kind, will render them acceptable to their Maker. 

As all things are equally poſſible to the Supreme 
Being, there is no doubt but he could have ordered the 


conqueſt of the Canaanites without a miracle ; but had 
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dot the attention of the Iſraelites been particularly di- 
rected to the all-powerful hand of Devine Providence, 
they might have attributed the victory to their own 
kill and courage. I have told you, that it was the 
cuſtom with many of the idolators, to worſhip the ſun 
and moon; and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the 
very people with whom Iſrael fought, were addicted to 


this ſpecies of idolatry: and perhaps had bowed down 


and worſhipped theſe heavenly luminaries, invoking 
their aſſiſtance in the day of battle. If this was the 


| caſe, nothing could ſo effectually evince the folly of 


their abominable ſuperſtition, and prove the ſupreme 
power of God, as arreſting the apparent courſe of theſe 
imaginary Deities, and making them ſubſervient and 
inſtrumental to the deſtruction of their infatuated wor- 
ſhippers. | | | 

The puniſhment of the kings appears to be very ſe- 
vere, but I need not tell you why they were treated ſo. 
When the people of Iſrael ſaw, that even the crowned 
head that exalted ef againſt the Lox p“ mult be 
laid low, ſurely they would learn humility. 

The Canaanites were very obſtinate in making ſuch 
reſiſtance; for we may judge from the caſe of the 
Gibeonites, that if ozher nations would have humbled 
themſelves, and embraced the true religion, they might 
have been ſpared, and perhaps they might have 
had better terms than the Giheonites were allow- 
ed; but they generally came out againſt Joſhua firſt, 
and none would liſten to conditions of peace. 

It is ſuppoſed that Joſhua's wars, though the hiſtory 
is comprized in ſo ſhort a compaſs, laſted five years; 
apreeable to the words of God, that he would“ ſub- 
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due the nations before them by little and little,” 
Even the Anakims at length fell a prey to his victerious 
arms, notwithſtanding they fortified: themſelves in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, and made uſe, without doubt, of 
every ſtratagem they could deviſe. Theſe were the 
men whoſe gigantic appearance ſtruck ſuch terror into 
the ſpies, that ſearched the land in the days of Moſes, 

The Canaanites, though not entirely rooted out, 
were yet ſo far conquered, that they were not able to 
make head, ſo as to prevent the Iſraelites maintaining 
poſſeſſion of the promiſed land. We are told, „ zhat 
« all the precepts God had. gi ven to Moſes, which he had 
<6 tranſmitted to Foſhua, were punctually obſerved by the 
e geople; and that a the promiſes rhe Lox p had 
© made on his part, were faithfully fulfilled ;”” for he 
had driven out the nations from before his people, and 
given them poſſeflion of the land: he had enabled 
them to ſmite the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perri- 
zites, the Hivites, and the Jebuſites. 


You read that they flew one and thirty kings; it ſeems 


that each of theſe preſided only over one city and its 
towns and villages, and that when any one was in dan- 
ger from an enemy, many of them united together for 
the common ſafety. 


The land proved ſuch as Gop had promiſed to give 


them, ©* floxwing with milk and honey.” It was de- 
 lightfully variegated with hills and vallies, enriched 
with corn and fruits, and ſtored with ſheep and cattle, 
abounding in ſhort, with all the neceffaries of life; had 
it not been wonderfully fertilized at that time, it could 
not have ſubſiſted ſo many inhabitants: 
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Tar HisroRy or JOSHUA conTixnutD—He Di- 
VIDETH THE LAND CASES DEMANDETR 
HEBRON. 


OW Joſhua was old and ſtricken in 
years, and the Loxp ſaid unto him, 
Thou art old and ſtricken in years, and 
there remaineth yet tha en Land to be 
poſſeſſed. 

This is the land that yet remaineth: all 
the borders of the THINNED, and all Ge- 


muri, 


From Sihor, which is before Egypt, even 
unto the borders of Ekron northward, which 
is counted to the Canaanite; five lords of 
the Philiſtines; the Gazathites, and the Aſh- 
dothites, the Eſhkalonites, the Gittites, and 
the Ekronites ; alſo the Avites : | 
From the ſouth, all the land of the Ca- 
naanites, and Mearah that is beſide the Si- 


donians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the 
Amorites ; 


3 And 
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And the land of the Giblites, and all Le- 
banon toward the ſun-rifing, from Baal-gad 


under mount Hermon, unto the entering 


into Hamath. 

All the inhabitants of the hill country 
from Lebanon unto Miſrephoth-maim, and 
all the Sidonians, them will I drive out from 
before the children of Iſrael : only divide 
thou it by lot unto the Iſraelites for an in- 
" heritance, as I have commanded thee. 

| Naw therefore divide this land for an in- 
heritance, unto the nine tribes and the half 
tribe of Manaſſeh; 

With whom the Reubenites and the Gad- 
ites have received their inheritance; which 
Moſes gave them, beyond Jordan eaſtward, 
even as Moſes the ſervant of the Lord gave 
them. 

And theſe are the countries which the chil- 
dren of Iſrael inherited in the land of Canaan, 
which Eleazar the prieſt and Joſhua the ſon 
of Nun and the heads of the fathers of the 
tribes of the children of Iſrael diſtributed for 
inheritance to them, | 

By lot was their inheritance, as the Lox 
commanded by the hand of Moſes, for the 


nine tribes and for the half tribe. 
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For Moſes had given the ' inheritance of 
two tribes and an half-rribe on the other ſide 


Jordan: but unto the Levites he gave none 


inheritance among them. 
For the children of Joſeph were two 


| tribes, Manaſſeh, and Ephraim: therefore 
| theygave no part unto the Levites in theland, 


ſave cities to dwell in, with their ſuburbs for 
their cattle and for their ſubſtance. 

As the Loxzp commanded Moſes, ſo 5 
children of Ifrael did, and they divided the 


Then the children of Judah came unto 
Joſhua in Gilgal: and Caleb the ſon of 
Jephunnch the Kenezite ſaid unto him, Thou 
knowelt the thing that the Lorp ſaid unto 
Moſes the man of Gop concerning me and 
thee in Kadeſh- barnea. 

Forty years old was I when Moſes the 
ſervant of the Lorp ſent me from Kadeſh- 
barnea to eſpy out the land; and I brought 
him word again as it was in mine heart. 

Nevertheleſs, my brethren that went up 
with me made the heart of the people melt : 
but I wholly followed the Lok b my God. 

And Moſes ſware on that day, ſaying, 
Surely the land whereon thy feet have trod- 

Vor II. Wt den, 
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den, ſhall be thine inheritance, and thy chil. 
dren's for ever; becauſe thou haſt wholly 
followed the LoxpD my Gop. 

And now behold, the Loxp hath kept me 
alive, as he ſaid, theſe forty and five years, 
even ſince the Lorp ſpake this word unto 
Moſes, while the children of Iſrael wandered 
1n the wilderneſs: and now lo, I am this day 
tourſcore and five years old. 

As yet I am as ſtrong this day as I was in 
the day that Moſes ſent me: as my ſtrength 
was then, even ſo is my ſtrength now, for 
war, both to go out and to come in. 

Now therefore give me this mountain, 
whereof the Lorp ſpake in that day: for 
thou heardeſt in that day how the Anakims 
were there, and that the' cities were great 
and fenced : if ſo be the Lorp will be with 
me, then I ſhall be able to drive them out, 
as the Lord ſaid. | 

And Joſhua bleſſed him, and gave unto iſ 
Caleb the fon of Jephunneh Hebron for an 
inherit ance | 

Hebron therefore became the inheritance 
of Caleb the ſon of Jephunneh the Kenezite 
unto this day: becauſe that he wholly fol- 


lowed the Lord Gob of Iſrael. 
2 ANNO- 


INHERITANCE or THE TRIBES. 2 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


As Joſhua was arrived to a good old age, and had 
fought the battles of the Lord with ſo much intrepi- 
dity and conſtancy, it was intended by his Divine Com- 
nander that he ſhould be releaſed from his labours ; and 
having received the reward promiſed to him in the land 
of Canaan, that he ſhould be removed to a ſtill better 
place, and enjoy an eternal inheritance ; but previous to 
his departure from earth, he was required to ſettle the 
diviſion of the conquered countries, and alſo of thoſe 
which were yet unſubdued, but promiſed to their 
future conqueſt if Iſrael continued faithful to the Lon ny. 


It was highly neceſſary that ſuch a diviſion ſhould be 
made, as it was very unlikely that ſo large a body of 


people would agree if they had all things in common; 
beſides, they were to conſider the country as an inberit- 
ance, becauſe it was promiſed to their forefathers, who 
had a right to bequeath it to their poſterity. 

Jacob at his death was enabled to foretell by the 
ſpirit of prophecy, the different lots of each tribe, and 
ſo was Moſes : you cannot, my dear, underſtand the ex- 
prefions of thoſe prophecies, but I will tell you in ge- 
neral, that they foretold, that to the tribe of Judah 
** ſhould fall a country abounding with vines and 
*« paſture grounds. To that of Aſher one plenteous 
in oil, iron and braſs. To that of Naphtali one 
extending from the welt to the ſouth of Judea. To 


that of Benjamin one on which the temple ſhould 


« afterwards be built. To thoſe of Zebulun and 


* Stackhouſe, 
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Iſſachar ſuch as had plenty of ſea-ports. To thoſe 
of Simeon aud Levi no particular countries at all, 
<* as the former ſhould have a portion with Judah, and 
the other be interſperſed amongſt all the tribes.” 
Jolhua was not left at liberty to divide the countries 
according to his own judgment or inclination, for it 
would have been a difficult taſk indeed to have given 
ſatisfaction to all parties; the people therefore were to 
caſt lots, and to conſider what fell to their ſhare, as of 
the Los D's appointment. I cannot exactly inform you 
how this matter was conducted, but in all probability 
the names of the countries were written upon ſeparate 
pieces and put into the lap of Joſhua, when a prince 
of each tribe took. a lot out of it containing the 
names of the countries, which the tribe he drew for 
ſhould poſſeſs. 

Before they began to draw the 18 Caleb put in Sy 
Kar to the mountain of Horeb, which had been par- 
ticularly promiſed to him, and therefore there was no 


occahon to enquire: the will of Gop concerning him. 


He brought the princes.of Judah with him, to ſhew that 
they were willing he ſhould be diſtinguithed an this ho- 
nonrable manner 14 

What a delightful fight d it. 1 "he to behold 
this venerable man claiming the juſt reward of his faith 
and integrity; declaring Gop's goodneſs to him from 


the day of his birth ! though he had wandered with the. 


reſt, yet he continued healthy and ſtrong, able to hold 
a conteſt with the giants, who were at that time in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the land; confiding nevertheleſs i in the aid of 


the Lord. 
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Caleb's requeſt plainly indicated, that his bravery 
and confidence in Gop remained unſhaken, and that he 
valued the gift of Gop above all things; had he been 
worldly-minded, he would have ſolicited to be pur in 
poſſeſſion of a place already conquered, where he might 
paſs the remainder of his days in peace and affluence; 
but he rather choſe an inheritance that ſhould diſtin- 
guiſh him as. the Faithful ſervant of the Lord, and 
commemorate that action of his life for which he molt 


deſired to be eſteemed, and ſerve at the ſame time to 
recommend his example to the imitation of his poſterity. - 


Caleb is here called the Kenezite, perhaps on ac- 
count of ſome victory he had gained over the Kene- 
zites, Who were deſcended from Kenaz the ſon of Eli- 
pauz, Eſau's firſt born. 

ehen you are ſafficiently inſtructed in Geography 
it will afford you great pleaſure, my dear, to examine 
the maps of Canaan and the adjacent countries, by 
which you will be able to comprehend the ſituation of 


each tribe, and many other particulars, . better than - 


from a mere deſcription of them. 


Hebron was the place where Sarah died, and near it 


afterwards reſided Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 
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SE CT. XXXIV. 


Tux Hrsroxx or JOSHUA continue —Cact. 


Er, LOTS rox TE PEOPLE—StrTTerTH vp 
THE TABERNACLE in SHILOH. 


4 ND the whole congregation of the 
children of Iſrael aſſembled together 
at Shiloh, and ſer up the tabernacle of the 


congregation there. And the land was ſub- 
dued before them. 


And there remained among the children 
of Iſrael ſeven tribes which had not yet re- 
ceived their inheritance. 

And Joſhua ſaid unto the children of If. 

racl, How long are ye ſlack to go to poſiels 
the land which the Lorp Gow: of your bp 
thers hath given you? 

G1ve out from among you three men for 
each tribe: and I will ſend them, and they 
ſhall riſe, and go through the land, and de- 
ſcribe it according to the inheritance ol 
them : and they ſhall come again to me. 

And they ſhall divide it into ſeven parts. 
Judah ſhall abide in their coaſt on the ſouth, 
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SURVEY OF CANAAN, 223 
and the houſe of Joſeph ſhall abide in mar 


coaſts on the north. 
Ye ſhall therefore deſcribe the land into 


ſeven parts, and bring the deſcription hither 


to me, that I may caſt lots for you here be- 
fore-the LoRD our Gob. 

But the Levites have no part among you : 
for the prieſthood of the Lorp is their inhe- 
ritance : and Gad and Reuben, and half the 
tribe of Manaſſch have received their inhe- 
titance beyond Jordan on the eaſt, which 
Moſes the ſervant of the Lorp gave them. 

And the men aroſe, and went away : and 
Joſhua charged them that went to deſcribe 
the land, ſaying, Go, and walk through the 
land, and deſcribe it, and come again to me, 


Loxb in Shiloh. 
And the men went and paſſed through the 


parts in a book, and came again to Joſhua 
ey to the hoſt at Shiloh. 
le- And Joſhua caſt lots for em in Shiloh 


ol before the Lord : and there Joſhua divided 


the land unto the children of Iſrael according 
8. to their diviſions. 


h, L 4 : When 


that I may here caſt lots for you before the 


land, and deſcribed it by cities into ſeven 
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When they had made an end of dividing 
the land for inheritance by their coaſts, the 
children of Iſrael gave %n inheritance to 
Joſhua the ſon of Nun among them : 

According to the word of the Logp, they 
gave him the city which he aſked; even 
Timnath-ſerah in mount Ephraim ; and he 
built the city, and dwelt therein. 

Theſe are the inheritances which Eleazar 
the prieſt, and Joſhua the ſon of Nun, and 
the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the 
children of Iſrael, divided for an inheritance 
by lot, in Shiloh before the Lokp, at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
So they made an end of dividing the 
country. 

And the Lorp gave unto Iſrael all the land 
which he ſware to give unto their fathers: 
and they poſſeſſed it, and dwelt therein. 

And the Loxrp gave them reſt round about, 
according to all that he ſware unto their fa- 
thers : and there ſtood not a man of all their 
enemies before them: the Loxp delivered 
all their enemies into their hand, 

There failed not ought of any good thing 
which the Logp had ſpoken unto the houſe 
of Iſrael : all came to paſs. 
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Then Joſhua called the. Reubenites, and 
the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manaſſeh. 


And ſaid unto them, Ve have kept all 


that Moſes the ſervant of the LoxD com- 
manded you, and have obeyed my voice in 
all that I commanded you. | 

Ye have not left your brethren theſe many 
days unto this day, but have kept the charge 
of the commandment of the Loxp your 
600. 0 
And now the Lord your Gop hath given 


reſt unto your brethren, as he promiſed . 
them: therefore now return ye, and get ye 
unto your tents, and unto the land of your 
poſſeſſion, which Moſes the ſervant of the 


LoxD gave you on the other ſide Jordan. 


But take diligent heed to do the com- 


mandment and the law which Moſes the ſer- 
vant of the LoxD charged you, to love the 
Loxp your Gop, and to walk in all his ways, 


* 


and to keep his commandments, and to 


cleave unto him, and to ſerve him with all 
your heart and with all your ſoul. 


* 


So Joſhua bleſſed them, and ſent them 


away. And they went unto their tents. 
Now to the one half of the tribe of Ma- 


naſſeh Moſes had given poſſeſſion in Baſhan: 3+ 


E; 5 but 
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but unto the other half thereof gave Joſhua 
among their brethren on this fide Jordan 
weſtward. And when Joſhua ſent them 
away alſo unto their tents, then he bleſſed 
them. | 

And he ſpake unto them, faying, Return 
with much riches unto your tents, and with 
very much cattle, with filver and with gold, 
and with brais and with iron, and with very 
much raiment : divide the ſpoil of your ene- 
mies with your brethren. 

And the children of Reuben, and the chil- 
dren of Gad, and the hatf-tribe of Manaſſch, 
returned, and departed from the children of 
Iſrael out of Shiloh, which is in the land of 
Canaan, to go unto the country of Gilead, 
to the land of their poſſeſſion, whereof they 
_ were poſſeſſed, according to the word of the 


Lord by the hand of Moſes. 


ANNOTATIONS A&D REFLECTIONS. 


The tabernacle had hitherto continued in its uſual 
ſituation, the center of the camp of Iſrael; but as the 
people were allowed to diſperſe themſelves, ſome on one 
fide of Jordan, and fome on the other, it was proper 
that a place ſhould be appointed for the tabernacle and 
the ark. Gop himſelf directed in this matter, and 
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SHILOH Was fixed on, which was in the midſt of the 
country, and therefore very convenient for the aſ- 
ſembling of the tribes. The ceremony of ſetting ap 
the tabernacle, was doubtleſs performed with the utmoſt 
ſolemnity and joyfulneſs. After this Joſhua reproved 
the ſeven tribes and a half for their indifferenee in re- 
ſpect to a ſettlement; Gop had given them a ti\s, 
which they muſt exert their own endeavours to obtain 
poſſeſion of. The countries that remained to be di- 
vided lay at a diſtance, and ſome parts were in poſſeſ- 
fon of the Canaanites. Whilſt the Iſraelites were in- 
active, the Canaanites would gain courage to reſiſt 
them, and they might loſe the advantages they had 
gained. Notwithſtanding the Iſraelites had often for- 
feited the benefit of the promiſes made to them and 
their forefathers, and Go had long delayed the per- 
formance of them, yet, at laſt he gave them a peaceable 
poſſeſſion: for though there were ſome of their enemies 
remaining, none as yet had either power or ſpirit to at- 
tack them; they had as much of the land as they could 
people, and had Iſrael continued faithful, aL their 
enemies would have fallen a prey to their victorious 
arms: ſo that it may truly be ſaid, hat there failed 
not one good thing of all that the Lo xD had ſpoken to 
*« the houſe of Iſrael, all came to paſs.” 

Now, my dear, does it not give you great ſatisfac- 
tion, to find that the SupREME BEING, who created 


all things, extends his providential care to the human 


race? of which the hiſtory of the Iſraelites furniſhes 
ſuch ample proof. It was not merely for their own 
ſakes (as J have repeatedly told you) that they were ſe- 
parated from all the nations of the earth, but to ſhew 
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forth the power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of the Logo. 
that all people might learn to fear, love, honour, and 
obey him. Let not theſe inſtructive leſſons be given 
to you in vain, but embrace the happy means of learn- 
ing your duty, Put your truſt and confidence in the 
Gon of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, who has riches 
and pleaſures in ſtore for you, greater than can poſli- 
bly be imagined; who will aſſiſt you to overcome your 
{ins and infirmities, thoſe enemies that obſtruct your 
progreſs towards the heavenly Canaan; and bleſs you, 
even in this life, with ſuch peace of mind, as the world 
with all its gay allurements cannot give. 


SECT. 
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Tux HISTORY or JOSHUA—-HE EXHORTETH THE 

PEOPLE TO CONTINUE OBEDIENT TO THE 
LORD, REMINDING THEM of GOD'S ro- 
MISES AND THREATNINGS. 


ND it came to paſs, a long time after 


that Joſhua waxed old and ſtricken in age.. 

And Joſhua called for all Iſrael, and for 
their elders, and for their heads, and for 
their judges, and for their officers, and ſaid 
unto them, I am old and ſtricken in age: 

And ye have ſeen all that the Loxp your 
Cob hath done unto all theſe nations, be- 
cauſe of you; for the LoxD your. Gop is he 
that hath fought for you. 


Behold, I have divided unto you by lot 
theſe nations that remain, to be an inherit- 


ance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all 

N the nations that I have cut off, even unto the 
great ſea, weſtward, _ 1 act 

And 


that the LoxD had given reſt unto 
Ifracl from all their enemies round about, 


230 JOSHUA'S EX HORTATTON. 
And the Lonp your Gop, he ſhall expel 


them from before you, and drive them from 
out of your ſight, and ye ſhall poſſeſs their 
land, as the LoRp your Gop hath promiſed 
unto you. 

Be ye therefore very courageous to keep 
and to do all that is written in the book of 
the law of Moſes, that ye turn not afide 
therefrom, to the right hand or to the left. 

That ye come not among theſe nations, 
theſe that remain amoneſt you, neither make 
mention of the name of their gods, nor cauſe 
to ſwear by them, neither ferve them, nor 
bow yourſelves unto them : 

But cleave unto the LoxD your Gop, as 
ye have done unto this day. 

And behold, this day J am going the way 
of all the earth, and ye know in all your 
hearts and in all your fools, that not one 
thing hath failed of all the good things 
which the Loxp your Gop ſpake eoncern- 
ing you; all are come to paſs unto you, 
and not one thing hath failed thereof. 

Therefore it fhall come. to pals, that as 
alt good things are come upon you, which 
the Loxp your Gop promiſed you: fo ſhall 
the LoRD bring upon you all evil things, 

until 
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until he have deſtroyed you from off this 
good land which the Loxp your God hath 
given you. 

When ye have tranſgreſſed the covenant 
of the Lok D your Gop, which he command- 
ed you, and have gone and ſerved other 
gods, and bowed yourſelves to them: then 
ſhall the anger of the Lorp be kindled 
againſt you, and ye ſhall periſh quickly from 
olf the good land which he hath given unto 
you. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


We are not informed where Joſhua was when he 
made this exhortation, but it is moſt likely that there 
was a general aſſembly of the people at Shiloh, to cele- 
brate one of their great feaſts; and that he took this 
opportunity of reminding them of their duty. | 

Iſrael had now had experience of the good things 
which the Lox Þ had given them, and Knew their value; 
but as continued proſperity 1s very apt to draw the 
mind from God, Joſhua thought it neceſſary to admoniſh 
them, leſt they ſhould after his death commit thoſe ſins 
for which the Log p had threatened to ſend curſes upon 
them. I think I need not enter into a particular ex- 
planation of this . addreſs, as it is very eaſy to 
be underſtood, 
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HORTATION—His DEATH— TRE DEATH 
or ELEAZAR Tre HIGH PRIEST. 


A ND Joſhua gathered all the tribes-of 


Iſrael to Shechem, and called for the 
elders of Iſrael, and for their heads, and for | 


their Judges, and for their officers; and they 
preſeated themſelves before Gop. 

And Joſhua ſaid unto all the people, Thus 
ſaith the Loxd Gop of Iſrael, Your fathers 
dwelt on the other ſide of the flood in old 
time, even Terah the father of Abraham and 
the father of Nachor: and they ſerved: other 
gods. 

And I took your father Abraham from 
the other ſide of the flood, and led him 
throughout all the land of Canaan, and mul- 
tiplied his ſeed, and gave him Iſaac. 

And I gave unto Iſaac, Jacob and Efau : 
and I gave unto Eſau mount Seir, to poſſeſs 
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t but Jacob and his children went down 
into Egypt. | 

I ſent Moſes alſo and Aaron, and I plagued 
Egypt, according to that which I did 
amongſt them : and afterward I brought you 
out. 

And ye went over Jordan, and came unto 
Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought 
 ac2inſt you, the Amorites, and the Perriz- 
zites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Girgaſhites, the Hivites, and the 


hand. 

And I ſent the hornet before you, which 
drave them out from before you, even the 
two kings of the Amorites; but SE 
thy ſword nor with thy bow. 


] do ye eat. 


| Now therefore fear the LoRp, and ſerve | 
| him in ſincerity and in truth: and put away 


the gods which your fathers ſerved on the 
other ſide of the flood, and in Egypt; and 


ſerye ye the Lokp. a 
1 And 


Jebuſites, and I delivered them into your 


And I have given you a land for which 
q ye did not labour, and cities which ye built 
r not, and ye dwell in them: of the vine- 
yards and olive-yards which ye planted not, 
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And if it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the 
Lord; chooſe ye this day whom ye will 
ierve, whether the gods which your fathers 
ſerved that were on the other ſide of the 
Hood, or the gods of the Amorites in whoſe 
land ye dwell: but as for me and my houſe, 
we will ſerve the Lonnp, 

And the people anſwered, and ſaid, Gop 
forbid that we ſhould forſake the Loxp, to 
ſerve other gods. 

For the Lord our Gob, he it is that 
brought us up and our fathers out of the land 
of Egypt, from the houſe. of bondage, and 
which did thoſe great ſigns in our ſight, and 
preſerved us in all the way wherein we went, 
and among all the people through whom we 
paſſed. ; 


And the Loxp drave out from before us 


all the people, even the Amorites which 
dwelt in the land: therefore will we alfa 
ſerve the Long D; for he is our Gop. 

And Joſhua faid unto the people, Ye can- 
not ſerve the Lord ; for he is an holy Gop: 
he is a jealous Gop; he will not forgive your 
tranſgreſſions, nor your fins. 

If ye forſake the Lokp and ſerve ſtrange 
gods, then he will turn and do you kurt and 
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conſume you, after that he hath done you 
good. 

And the people ſaid unto Joſhua, Ns ; 
but we will ſerve the LoRD. 

And Joſhua ſaid unto the people, Ye are 
witneſſes againſt yourſelves that ye have cho- 
en you the Lord to ſerve him. And they 
laid, we are witneſſes. 

Now therefore put away, ſaid he, the 
ſrange gods which are among you, and 


incline. your heart unto the Loxp Gop of 


Irael. 


And the people ſaid unto Joſhua, The 
Loxp our Gop will we ſerve, and his voice 


wal we obey. 

So Joſhua made a covenant with the 
people that day, and ſet them a ftatute and 
an ordinance in Shechem. 


And Toſhua wrote theſe words in the book 


of the law of Gop, and took a great ſtone, 


and ſet it up there, under an oak that was by 


the ſanctuary of the Lok p. 

And Joſhua ſaid unto all the people, Be- 
hold this ſtone ſhall be a witneſs unto us; 
for it hath heard all the words of the Lorp 
which he ſpake unto us: it ſhall be there- 
| fore 
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And if it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the 
Loa; chooſe ye this day whom ye will 
ierve, whether the gods which your fathers 
{ſerved that were on the other fide of the 

flood, or the gods of the Amorites in whoſe 
land ye dwell: but as for me and my . 
we will ſerve the Lorp. 


And the people anſwered, and ſaid, Gop 


forbid that we ſhould forſake the Lox, to 


ſerve other gods. 

For the Lord our Gop, he it is that 
brought us up and our fathers out of the land 
of Egypt, from the houſe of bondage, and 
which did thoſe great ſigns in our ſight, and 
preſerved us in all the way wherein we went, 
and among all the people through whom we 
paſſed. 


And the Lonxp drave out from before us 


all the people, even the Amorites which 
dwelt in the land: therefore will we alfa 
ſerve the Lox D; for he is our Gop. 

And Joſhua faid unto the people, Ye can- 
not ſerve the Lord ; for he is an holy Goo: 
he is a jealous Gop; he will not forgive your 
tranſgreſſions, nor your fins. 

If ye forſake the Lorp and ſerve ſtrange 


gods, then he will turn and do you kurt and 
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conſume you, alter that he hath done you 
good. 

And the people ſaid unto Joſhua, l 3 
but we will ſerve the Lokb. 

And Joſhua ſaid unto the people, Ye are 
vitnefſes againſt yourſelves that ye have cho- 
en you the Lon to ſerve him. And they 
{:14, we are witneſles. 

Now therefore put away, ſaid he, the 
ſtrange gods which are among you, and 
incline. your heart unto the Loxp Gop of 
lirael, | 

And the people ſaid unto Joſhua, The 
LoRd our God will we ſerve, and his voice 

wal we obey. | 

So Joſhua made a covenant with the 
people that day, and ſet them a ſtatute and 
an ordinance in Shechem. 

And Joſhua wrote theſe words in the book 
of the law of Gop, and took a great ſtone, 


and ſet it up there, under an oak that was by 


the ſanctuary of the Lok D. 

And Joſhua faid unto all the people, Be- 
hold this ſtone ſhall be a witneſs unto us; 
for it hath heard all the words of the Lorp 
which he ſpake unto us: it ſhall be there- 

fore 
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fore a witneſs unto you, leſt ye deny 1 
SGob. | 
N 
So Joſhua let the people depart, every : 


man unto his inheritance. This 

And it came to pals, after theſe things, the elde 

that Joſh Reer 7 | | of Ifrae 

ua the ſon o Nun, the ſervant of h 

the Lord died, being an hundred and ten js" 

years old. | Y - fe 

7 . . . mw 

| | And they buried him in the border of his a very Þ 

| inheritance in Timnath-ſerah, -which is in end the 

mount Ephraim, on the north ſide of the hill = 

| of Gaaſh. 3 

1 | | public, 
i f zh ; ' 

] LP And the bones of Joſeph which the chil- WI Lov v 

| drenvot Iſrael brought up out of Egypt, of the 

| buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of DW: 

= . ; & | | 

| ground which Jacob bought of the ſons of Ts 
ö ; t 

| Hamor the father of Shechem for an hun- wars 

dred pieces of ſilver: and it became the in- he ſpak 

herirance of the children of Joſeph. ſddes, a: 

And Eleazar the ſon of Aaron died ; and whack 

. : : N at this 

they buried him in a hill that pertained to fads 

| Phinehas his ſon, which was given him in ple mo 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


This was a very ſolemn aſſembly, and conſiſted of 
the elders, heads, judges, and officers of the people 
of Uſrael, to whom Joſhua in the name of the Lox p, 
gare his laſt exhortation. They met at Shechem, 
the place where Abraham ſettled at his coming to 
(Canzan, and where Gop appeared to him; therefore 
a very proper place to remind them of Gop's ROO, 
and their own engag agements. a | 
As it is faid that the people preſented themſelves be- 


ere Gon, we may conclude that there was a place of 


public worſhip at 'Shechein, though the ark of the 
Ard was at Shiloh. The people were ſo convinced 
of the omnipreſence of Gov, that they conſidered 
them/elves before the Loxb in a ſpirirnal /enje'n theſe 
alemblies, in the fame manner as we do when we go 
0) church. Joſhua might with the greateſt propriety 
addreſs himſelf to the people in the LorD's name, as 
he ſpake agreeably to the written word of Gop ; be- 
ſides, as he was à prophet, it is moſt likely he had re- 
ceived commandment to declare the will of the Lok n 
at this time. 

Joihua, like his predeceſſor Moſes, exhorted the peo- 
ple moſt fervently, to make returns of gratitude for 
Cop's mercies, and never to forſake his holy worlhip. 
He then put them upon making a deliberate choice; 
expreſiing his own determination to adhere to God, 
and to exert his influence and authority in his own fa- 
mily, to keep them in the ſame diſpoſition of mind: 
the pcople, emulous of his example, declared their ſenſe 

Es of 
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of God's goodneſs and reſolution to be ſteadfaſt in hi; 


ſervice. Joſhua repreſented to them the difficultie; 
and diſcouragements they would meet with : not as if 
Gop was really a ſevere and cruel! Being, bur as it 
might be ſuggeſted to them that he was ſo, Joſhua told 
them before-hand, the conſequences of liſtening to 
ſuch inſinuations; Muring them, that deſtruction 
would inevitably follow their forſaking the Lok p, for 
he would allow of no competitor. 

The Iſraelites were at this time in a very defirable 
diſpoſition of mind, and repeated their reſolution of 
perſeverence, wz/lizgly ſubmitting themſelves to the 
worſhip of Gop alone, and entering into a ſolemn co- 
venant, which Joſhua recorded, and ſet up a memo- 
rial. I am apt to think Shechem on this ſolemn oc- 
caſion, was ſanctiſied by ſome wifible token of the Di- 
VINE PRESENCE, as it is called a _/en@uary, though the 
ARk was at Shiloh, | 

You will ſcarcely ſuppoſe, my dear, that the ſtone 
was endued with the gifts of hearing and ſpeech, you 
muſt therefore underſtand, that whilſt it remained as 
an acknowledged monument of the COVENANT it was as 
efficacious as a living witneſs, to remind the people of 
the ſolemn engagement they had at that time entered 
into. 

Joſhua having performed his duty, as governor and 
leader of the Iſraelites to the utmoſt that Goo re- 
quired, without doubt took an affectionate leare of 
the people, before he departed to a happier tate, 
This excellent man was remarkable for his ſtead ſaſt at- 
tachment to Gop. He remembred his CREATOR #n the 
days of his youTu, and obtained the Blei lle 
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Lox, which was ſhewn in a variety of inſtances; he 
was likewiſe happy in the people's love, and had the 
.tisfaction of beholding the efficacy of his good ex- 
ample in reſpect to religion. 

[ with you now, my dear, to read over again, the 
hiſtories of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, that you may 
compare the premiſes that were made to them, with 
the account of the ſettling their poſterity in the land 
of Canaan ; and recolle& what I lately told you con- 
cerning another CovENANT, in which all maning are 
concerned; and let the completion of the f, ſtrengthen 
your faith to expect the performance of the other, 
which we may ſafely rely on if we are not wanting to 
ourſelves. | 

By ©* the other fide of the flood, from which the 
forefathers of Iſrael are ſaid to have been brought, you 
muſt anderſtand the land of Meſopotamia beyond the 
river Euphrates, in which place it is ſuppoſed 1dolatry 
firſt took riſe; therefore Gop's mercy to Abraham and 
his poſterity was very great, in bringing him out of it; 
tor though he was well inclined, bad example 1 8 
have corrupted his manners. 
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CANAANITES—CALEB OBTAINETH POSSES- 


SON or HEBRON—MaRkRIETH His Dauvcurer 
To OTHNIEL— TRE LORD REBUKETH THE 
PzoPLE AT BOCHIM. 


ND when Joſhua had let the people 

go, the children of Iſrael went every 
man unto his inheritance to poſſeſs the 
land. 


And the TY ſerved the Lord all the 


days of Joſhua, and all the days of the elders 
that outlived Joſhua, who had ſeen all the 
great work of the Lord, that he did for 
Iſrael. 

Now after the death of Joſhua, it came 
to paſs, that the children of Iſrael aſked the 
Lox, ſaying, Who ſhall go up for us againſt 
the Contilihis firſt to fight againſt them ? 

And the Loxp ſaid, Judah ſhall go up: 
behold, I have delivered the land into his 
hand. 
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And Judah ſaid unto Simeon his brother, 
Come up with me into my lot, that that we 
may fight againſt the Canaanites, and I like- 
wiſe will go with thee into thy lot. So 
Simeon went with him. 

And Judah went up, and the Lorp de- 
livered the Canaanites and the Perrizzites 
into their hand: and they flew of them in 
Bezek ten thouſand men. 

And they found Adoni-bezek in | Blk: 
and they fought againſt him, and they flew. 
the Canaanites, and the Perrizzites. 

But Adoni-bezek fled, and they purſued 
after him, and caught him, and cut off his 
thumbs, and his great toes. 

And Adoni-bezek ſaid, Threeſcore and 
ten kings, having their thumbs and their 
great toes cut off, gathered their meat under 
my table: as I have done, ſo Gop hath re- 
quited me. And they brought him to Je- 
ruſalem, and there he died. 

(Now the children of Judah had fools 
againſt Jeruſalem, and had taken it, and 
[mitten it with the edge of the ſword, and 
ſet the city on fire.) 

And afterward the children of Judah 
went down to fight againſt the Canaanites 
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that dwelt in the mountain, and in the 
ſouth, and in the valley. 


And Judah went againſt the Canaanites 


that dweit in Hebron, (now the name of 
Hebron before was Kirjath-arba) and they 
flew Sheſhai, and Ahiman, and Talmai. 


And from thence he went againſt the in- 


habitants of Debir: (and the name of Debir 
before was Kirjath-ſepher.) 

And Caleb ſaid, He that ſmiteth Kir- 
zath-ſepher, and taketh it, to him will ! 
give Achiah my daughter to wife. 

And Othniel the ſon of Kenaz, Caleb's 
younger brother took it : and he gave him 
Achſah his daughter to wife. 

And it came to paſs when ſhe came to 
him, that ſhe moved him to aſk of her father 
a field: and ſhe lighted from off her als; 
and Caleb ſaid unto her, What wilt thou? 


And ſhe ſaid unto him, Give me a bleſſ. 


ing: for thou haſt given me a ſouth-land, 
give me allo ſprings of water. 
gave her the upper ſprings, and the nether 
ſprings. 


And the children of the Kenite, Moſes | 
father in law, went up out of the city of | 


palm-trees, with the children of Judah into | 
i the | 


And Caleb | 
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the wilderneſs of Judah, which lieth in the 
ſouth of Arad, and they went and dwelt 
among the people, 

And Judah went with Simeon his brother, 
and they flew the Canaanites that inhabited 
Zephath, aad utterly deſtroyed it: (and the 
name of the city was called Hormah.) 

Alſo Judah took Gaza with the coaſt 
thereof, and Aſhkelon with the coalt thereof, 
and Ekron with the coaſt thereof. 

And the LoRp was with Judah, and he 
(rave out the inhabitants of the mountain, 
but could not drive out the inhabitants of 
the valley, becauſe they had chariots of 
on. 


And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as 


Moſes ſaid : and he expelled thence the three 


lons of Anak. 

And the children of Benjamin did not 
drive out the Jebuſites that inhabited Jeru- 
falem : but the . Jebuſites dwell with the 
children of Benjamin in Jeruſalem unto this 
day. | 
And the houſe of Joſeph, they alſo went 
vp againſt Bethel: and the LoRp was with 
them, 

M 2 And 
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And the houſe of Joſeph ſent to deſcry 
Bethel : (now the name of the City before 
was Luz) 


And the ſpies ſaw a man come forth ou: | 
of the city, and they ſaid unto him, Shey 
us, we pray thee, the entrance into the city, 


and we will ſhew thee mercy. 

And when he ſhewed them the entrance 
into the city, they ſmote the city with the 
edge of the ſword: but they let go the man 
and all his family. 

And the man went into the land of the 
Hittites, and built a city, and called the 
name thereof Luz: which is the name 
thereof unto this day. 

Neither did Manaſſeh drive out the in- 
habitants of Beth-ſhean and her towns, nor 
Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants 
of Dor, and her towns, nor the inhabitants 
of Ibleam and her towns, nor the inhabitants 
of Megiddo and her towns : but the Canaan- 
ites would dwell in that land. | 

And it came to paſs when Iſrael was 
ſtrong, that they put the Canaanites to 


tribute, and did not utterly drive them 


outs 


Neither 
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Neither did Ephraim drive out the Ca- 


manites that dwelt in Gezer: but the Ca- 
naanites dwelt in Gezer among them. 

Neither did Zebulun drive out the inha- 
bitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of 
Nahalol: but the Canaanites dwelt among 
them, and became tributaries. 5 | 

Neither did Aſher drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, 
nor of Ahlab, nor Achzib, nor Helbath, nor 
Aphik, nor of Rehob : 

But the Aſherites dwelt among the Ca- 
naanites, the inhabitants of the land: for 
they did not drive them out. 1 

Neither did Naphtali drive out the in- 
habitants of Beth-ſhemeſh, nor the inhabi- 
tants of Beth-anath ; but he dwelt among 
the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land : 
nevertheleſs, the inhabitants of Beth-ſhe- 
meſh, and of Beth-anath, became. tributaries 
unto them. 

And the Amorites forced the children of 
Dan into the mountain : for they would not 
ſufer them to come down to the valley. 

But the Amorites would dwell in mount 
Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim : yet the 

| M 3 hand 
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hand of the houſe of Joſeph E lo 
they became triburaries. 

And the coaſt of the Amorites was 3 
the going up to Akrabbim, from the rock, 
and upward. 

And an angel of the Loxp came up from 


Gilgal to Bochim, and ſaid, I made you to go 


up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto 


the land which I ſware unto your fathers ; 


and ] faid, I will never break my covenant 
with you. 

And ye ſhall make no league with the in- 
habitants of this land, you ſhall throw down 
their altars: but ye have not obeyed my 
voice; why have ye done this ? 

Wherefore J allo ſaid, I will not drive 
them out from before you : but they ſhall be 
as thorns in your ſides, and their gods ſhall 
be a ſnare unto you. 

And it came to paſs, when the angel of 
the Lorp ſpake theſe words unto all the 
children of lirael, that the people lift up 
their voice, and wept. ' 

And they called the name of hin place 
Bochim : and they ſacrificed there unto the 
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CALEB GAINETH HEBRON. 247 
ANNOTATIONS ann REFLECTIONS. 


As the particular purpoſe for which Joſhua was 
placed over the Iſraelites, was accompliſhed by their 
being conducted to the land of Canaan, he did not 
like Moſes, name a perſon to ſucceed to his authority ; 
for whilſt the people were at peace they ſtood in no 
need of a commander, as Gov himſelf vouchſafed to 
be their #ing, and the high prieſt had the means of 
knowing his holy will by Uni and ThHuMMIM. 

You read lately, that a great part of Canaan remain- 
ed unconquered, and that the people were reminded to 
purſue their conqueſts. After Joſhna's death, it ig 
moſt likely that the Canaanites might take courage, 
and ſuppoſe that they ſhould now be able to reſiſt the 
Iſraelites; or the Iſraelites might be actuated with zeal 
to deſtroy thoſe, who wrought abominations in the ſight 
of God ; whatever were their views, it certainly was 
very expedient that the will of the Loxp ſhould be 
known, in order to fix which tribe ſhould have the 
pre-eminence. 0 | | 

The Saviouk or THE WorLD was to ſpring from 
udah, and the preference given by Gop to his de- 

ndants on this occaſion, was agreeable to the pre- 
diftions of Jacob and Moſes concerning them. 

Caleb ſeems to have commanded the armies at this 
time; and to do him honour, moſt likely the tribe of 
Judah refolved to put him in poſſeſſion of his portion 
in the firſt place. | 

Caleb was deſirous to give his daughter to a man of 
renown, therefore required a proof of valour as a re- 
commendation to his favour ; perhaps he alſo knew, 


that his daughter's ſentiments were ſimilar to his own; 


M 4 but- 
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but this is mere conjecture: it is certain however, that 
Achſah was ſatisfied with her father's deciſion in favour 
of Othniel, and was ſolicitous to make the alliance 0411 
more agreeable to him, by her endeavours to procure 
the addition of a valuable dower, which parental af. 
fection was eaſily induced to beſtow. 


Judah and the other tribes were unmindfal of the Tur 
command of the Loꝝx b, and did not entirely deſtroy OT 
the nations, which brought upon them a variety cf RIS 


misfortunes; for the Canaanites recovered ſtrength 
afterwards, and expelled the Iſraelites out of the cities. 

You muſt not ſuppoſe, my dear, that the Loxp's 
power was not ſufficient to defeat the warriors of the 
mountains who came againſt Judah in their iron cha- 
riots. You have already read * that when the tribe 
of Joſeph expreſied their fears on this head to Joſhua, 
he aſſured them, that the LORD would enable them to 
overcome even theſe terrible foes ; but it is highly pro- 
bable, that the men of Judah had not confidence in God, 
and declined the conteſt through fear and deſpondency. 

I think we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the angel of 3 
the Lob, who appeared to come up from Gilgal, was 


a viſion of the ſame nature with thoſe you have already of E 
read of; for no meſſenger, though of the higheſt rank god 
of created Beings, would have ſaid , I made you go ther 
«© up out of Egypt, &c.”” and it certainly was regarded pro? 
by the Iſraelites as a token of the ęreſence of Gop ; for F 
ſtruck with ſudden remorſe, tears of contrition fell | 
from their eyes, and they offered a ſolemn facrifice to Baa 
the Lox p, who appeared to them, naming the place "3-Þ 
Bochim or Weepers, to preſerve the remembrance of this aga 
awful event. | the 


* Joſhua, chap. xvii. ver. 17, 18. J Patrick's Commentaries, 
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Tur WicCKEDNESS OF THE NEW GENERATION=— 
OTHNIEL DELIVERETH THEM FROM CUSHAN= 
RISHATHAIM, 


ND all that generation were gathered 
unto their fathers: and there aroſe 
another generation after them, which knew 
not the LokR p, nor yet the works which he 
had done for Iſrael. 
And the children of Iſrael did evil in the 
fight of the Lok D, and ſerved Baahm ; 
And they forfook the LoxD Gop of their 
fathers, which brought them out of the land: 
of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the 
gods of the people that were round about 
them, and bowed themſelves unto them, and 
provoked the Los p to anger. 
And they forſook the Loxp, and ſerved 
Baal and Aſhtaroth. 
And the anger of the Loxp was hot 


againſt Iſrael, and he delivered them into 


the hands of ſpoilers that ſpoiled them, and 
M 5 he 
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he ſold them into the hands of their encmies 
round about, ſo that they could not any 
longer ſtand before their enemies. 

Whitherſoever they went out the hand of 
the Loxp was againſt them for evil, as the 
Lon had ſaid, and as the Lord had ſworn 
unto them: and they were greatly diſtreſſed, 
Nevertheleſs, the Lord raiſed up judges, 
which delivered them out of the hands of 
thoſe that ſpoiled them. 

And. yet they would not hearken unto 
their judges, but they went after other 
gods, and bowed themſelves unto them: 
they turned quickly out of the way 
which their fathers walked in, obeying the 
commandments of the Loxp; but they did 
pot io, | 

And when the Lorp raiſed them up 
jadges, then the LoxD was with the judge, 
and delivered them out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge; for it re- 
pented the Lonxp becauſe of their groanings, 
by reaſon of them that oppreſſed them and 
vexed them. 

And it came to paſs when the judge was 
dead, that they returned, and corrupted 
themfelves more than their fathers, in fol- 

lowing 


ISRAEL'S DISOBEDIENCE. z5r 
lowing other gods to ſerve them, and to 


bow down unto them; they ceaſed not from 


their own doings, nor from their ſtubborn 
way. - c a0 
And the anger of the Log p was hot 
againſt Iſrael; and he ſaid, Becauſe that this 
people hath tranſgreſſed my covenant which 
I commanded their fathers, and HIVE? not 
hearkened unto my voice 

I alſo will not henceforth drive out any 
from before them of the nations which Joſhua 
left whea he died : f 

That through them I may prove Iſrael, 
whether they will keep the way of the Lorp, 
to walk therein, as their fathers dad hs ir, 
or not. | 
Therefore the Lorp left thoſe nations, 
without driving them out haſtily : neither 
delivered he them into the hand of Joſhua. 

Now theſe are the nations which the Lord 
left to prove Iſrael by them, even as many 
of Iſrael as had not known all the wars of 
Canaan; 4 | 

Oaly that the generations of the chili 
of Iſrael might know to teach them war, 
at the leaſt, ſuch as before knew nothing” 
thereof ; 


> 


M 6 Namely, | 


*%» * 
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Namely, five, lords of the Philiſtines, and 
all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and 
the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, 
from mount Baal-hermon unto the entering 
in of Hamath. 

And they were to prove Iſrael by them, 
to know whether they would hearken unto 
the commandments of the LoR D, which he 
commanded their fathers by the hand of 
Moſes. 

And the children of Iſrael dwelt among 
the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and 
Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebuſites. 

And they took their daughters to be their 
wives, and gave their daughters to their 
ſons, and ſerved their gods. 

And the children of Iſrael did evil in the 
fight of the Lok, and forgat the Loxo their 
Gop, and ſerved Baalim, and the groves. 

Therefore the anger of the Lok D was hot 
againſt Iſrael, and he ſold them into the hand 
of Cuſhan-riſhathaim, king of Meſopotamia: 
and the children of Iſrael ſerved Cuſhan- 
riſhathaim eight years, 


And when the children of [Iſrael cried un- 


to the Loxp, the Lord raiſed up a deliverer 
to the children of Iſrael, who delivered them, 
even 
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even Othniel the ſon of Kenez, Caleb's 
younger brother. | 

And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon 
him, and he judged Iſrael, and went out to 
war: and the Lon delivered Chuſhan-riſha- 
thaim king of Meſopotamia into his hand; 
and his hand prevailed againſt Chuſhan- 


riſnathaim. 8 
And the land had reſt forty years. And 


Othniel the ſon of Kenez died. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


As their awakened conſciences ſeem to have been ſo 
firongly affected with a ſenſe of their ingratitude, one 
is ſurprized to read immediately after, of the Iſraelites 
forſaking the Lord ; but you find that there was a new 
generation, and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that ſome 
time had elapſed before they arrived at ſuch a pitch 
of wickedneſs; and that they gave themſelves up to 
luxury and diſſipation, became leſs attentive to the 
duties of religion, neglecting the worſhip of Gop, and 
ſo were eafily drawn aſide to the wicked abominations 
of their impious neighbours. It is ſaid they worſhip- 
ped Baalim, which means not one, but a variety of 
Gops. You will not wonder therefore that the Lox po 
ſhould withdraw his protection, and leave them a prey 
to their enemies : he did not however forget his cove- 
nant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, but as ſoon as 
the Iſraclites came to a ſenſe of their guilt, and called 

upon 
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upon him, he had compaſſion on them, and raiſed up 4% onl 
a deliverer who was endued with ſkill and courage to « int 
lead them forth to victory, and obtain the bleſſings of e the 
reft and peace. 'The armies had not the power to ex. % in 
tirpate the nations as Joſhua had done, becauſe infinite « Ep 
wiſdom thought fit to ordain, that thoſe who made ſo « to 
ill aſe of abundance, ſhould not be in a ſtate of ſecurity, « m; 
but ſuffered them to be tried by a variety of troubles, « gs 
and to be expoſed to many temptations, that they « on 
might be humbled for their ſins, and reminded of their „ vit 
duty. Though this appears a hard ſentence, it may « tr: 
juſtly be conſidered as an inſtance of the mercy of Gop * ha 
towards the Iſraelites; for it was evident, that adverſity « hy 
was highly neceſſary to teach them repentance and « i 
humility, without which, they could not have the leaſt « hi 
pretence to Gop's favour. . In the fame manner, I 60 80 
think, we may regard thoſe di ſappointments and vex- « ar 
ations which are often ſo grievous to us, as thorns in « MN 
our ſides, intended by the ſufferings they occaſion, to « th 
make us ſcek for relief from the goodneſs of Gos, or t 35 
. teach us to ſabinit to thoſe evils with patience, ſince we « {« 
muſt be conſcious of deſerving the utmoſt that he can «p 
inflict. * 5 
«1 

"4 

TRE Hisrony or Ts DANITES. PL 
About the time of Othniel happened two very re- ? f 
markable events. The * tribe of Dan, who dwelt - . 
« in the mountainous parts, found their territories 4 
« much too narrow for them, and therefore they ſent 2 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible. 
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out five ſpies to ſurvey the country, and bring them 
intelligence in what part of the regions round about 
they might moſt likely extend their bounds, The ſpies 
in their journey came to the houſe of Micah of mount 
Ephraim, whoſe mother thinking it too much trouble 
to go to Shiloh to worſhip and offer ſacrifices, had 
made an ephod and a teraphim ; that is to ſay, prieftly 
garments, and a graven image: and had conſecrated 
one of Micah's own ſons to be a prieſt, until a Le- 


vite who had dwelt ſome time in Bethlehem Judah, 


travelling from thence to ſeek a better ſettlement, 
happened to call at Micah's houſe, and by him was 
hired to execute that office; and the man perſuaded 
himſelf, that God's bleſſing would certainly attend 
him, now he had engaged a Levite to be his prieſt. 
Some of the ſpies being acquainted with the Levite, 
and underſtanding in what capacity he ſerved 
Micah, defired of him to aft ccunſel of Gop for 
them, whether they might promiſe themſelves ſucceſs 
in their preſent enterprize. He pretended to do 
ſo, and gave them great encouragement; and they 
proceeded in their ſearch till they came to Laiſh, a 
pleaſant and fruitful country, whoſe inhabitants 
lived in a ſecure and negligent manner, without 
any rule or diſcipline. The ſpies therefore returned, 
and repreſented the probability of this place becom- 
ing an eaſy conqueſt, - Upon this the Danites drew 
a party of 600 men, and ſent them to take poſſeſſion - 
of the city of Laiſb; but in their way through monnt 
Ephraim, they called at Micah's houſe, and in his 
abſence ſeized the ephod, terraphim, and other 

« images 
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« images that Michah had made; and filenced the re. 
«© monſtrances of the Levite, by repreſenting to him 
the advantage of being prieſt to a whole tribe, rather 
«© than anyone family, upon which he readily accom- 
panied them, Micah returning home, and finding 
5 that his prieſt and images were gone, aſſembled his 
« friends and purſued the Danites ; but when he came 
* up with the hindmoſt of them they adviſed him to 
«« retreat, as they would certainly loſe their lives in the 
« conteſt ; he therefore ſubmitted to his loſs, and the 
«« Danites on the third day came to Laiſh, burnt the 
city, deftroyed the inhabitants, and took poſſeſſion 
% of the country. ; 

They rebuilt the city, calling it after their father 
«© Dan, and here ſetting up the image they had ſtolen, 
«« they made the Levite their prieſt ; and in this ſtate 
«« of idolatrous worſhip, thoſe Danites continued for 
« about 300 years.“ 

I need not expatiate on their crime my dear, becauſe 
I am ſure ycu perfectly comprehend that it was ſub- 
verſive of the eſtabliſhed worſhip, and contrary to the 
law of Gop. 


I muſt now tell you my dear, how the war with the 
Benjamites broke out. 


Tas WAR wita Tus BENJAMITES. 


A certain Levite, whoſe wife had eloped from him 
to her father's houſe, being willing to be reconciled to 
her, went to bring her home; but in their return being 
benighted, they were obliged to ſtop at Gibeah, and 
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would have been deſtitute of lodging, had not a man 
who did not properly belong to the place offered them 
one, which they gladly accepted. Scarcely were they 
reticed to reſt when the houſe was beſet, and many 
outrages committed, which ended in a moſt cruel ' 
murder of the Levite's wife. Agitated (as we may 
ſuppoſe) with the moſt violent emotions, and thirſting 
tor revenge, he thought of a ſtrange expedient to at- 
tract the attention of the whole nation, which was to 
cut his wife into twelve parts, and {-nd one to 
ench tribe, with an account of the inhoſpitable treat- 
ment he met with at Gibeah, in order that it might 
be reſolved in a general aſſembly of Iſrael, what ſtep 
would be moſt proper to take on this diſmal oc- 
caſion. | 
The aſſembly agreed that, ſuch an inhuman act was 
deſerving of the moſt condign puniſhment ; they. there- 
fore ſent meſſengers to Gibeah to demand the offend- 
ers, but they refuſed to deliver them, and muſtered 
all their force to protect the criminals, | 
The army of the Benjamites contained only 26, ooo 
men, that of Iſrael amounted to 400,000, yet the Ben- 
jamites obtained two victories; for the Iſraelites, confi. 
dent of their own ſtrength, placed no dependence on 
the aid of the ALMIGHTY : But ill fortune made them 
ſenſible of their preſumption, and they humbled them-' 
ſelves to Gon, who then encouraged them to attack 
the Benjamites again, and their victory was compleat; 
for they flew 25,000, ſet fire to their city, and deftroy- 
ed all that belonged to them. It ſo happened, that 
boo men, who were all that remained of the tribe, 
made their eſcape, and ſheltered themſelves in the 
fortreſs 
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fortreſs of Rimmon ; had it not been for-this remnant, 
the tribe of Benjamin would have been extirpated. 

From theſe two events we may diſcover, that there 
was great confuſion in the land of Iſrael ; and that the 
excellent form of government which had been ordained 
by Moſes at the command of Gop, was corrupted and 
diſregarded, 


In the war between the Benjamites and the other 


tribes, great loſſes were ſuſtained on both ſides; for 
neither party had any juſt claim to the protection and 
aſſiſtance of Goo, therefore they were made inſtru- 
ments of puniſhment to each other, 


It is not at all neceſſary to examine every particular 


of their ſtory, which ſeems to have been inſerted prin- 
cipally to ſhew, what a variety of ill effects were pro- 
duced for want of a regular ſettled government; as it 
is repeatedly ſaid, that they happened when here 


« vas no king in Iſrael, and every man did that which 


„% was right in his own eyes.” The Iſraelites had 
broken their covenant with Gop, and he had left 
them to themſelves without any governor at all, to 
feel the ſad effects of their preſumption and ſelf-de- 
pendance. 

Let us, my dear, be thankful that we live in a king- 
dom, bleſſed with laws calculated to defend the weak, 
protect the innocent, and puniſh injuſtice and violence: 
that we have a: good king, and magiſtrates of various 
ranks to put them in execution. Never therefore in 
any part of your future life indulge a wiſh to be at 
liberty, to do every thing that may appear right in 
your own eyes; leſt, enticed by faction, impelled by 


miſtaken zeal, or hurried by tumultuous paſſions, you 
ſhould 
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mould be led to break the command of God, ſubvert 
his holy religion, and infringe the peace of that ſociety, 
of which you are a member; for you may aſſure your- 
ſelf, that you will by ſach wickedneſs, bring down 
Gop's judgments upon you. War with a foreign 
enemy is a great evil, but lawleſs riot and inteſtine 
diviſion, are productive of the greateſt misfortunes that 
can happen to any country, of which my dear child, 


may you never be, even a ſpeQator! 
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SR  ASCAIX: 


Tur ISRAELITES SsUBDUED BY THE KING or 
MOAB—DztrivsRED BY EHUD arTER RE Hap 
SLAIN EGLON, 


: ND the children of Iſrael did evil 

again in the fight of the Logp : and 
the Loxp ſtrengthened Eglon the king of 
Moab againſt Iſrael, becauſe they had done 
evil in the ſight of the Lozp. 

And he gathered unto him the children of 
Amon and Amalek, and went and ſmote 
Iſrael, and poſſeſſed the city of palm- 
trees. 

So the children of Iſrael ſerved Eglon the 
king of Moab eighteen years. 

But when the children of Iſrael cried unto 
the Lonp, the Lord raiſed them up a de- 


Iiverer, Ehud the ſon,of Gera a Benjamite, 


a man left-handed: and by him the children 
of Ifracl ſent a preſent unto Eglon the king 
of Moab, | | 

But 


EGLON SLAIN BY EHUD. 267 


But Ehud made him a dagger, which had 
two edges, of a cubit length; and he did 
gird it under his raiment upon his right 
thigh. 

And he brought the preſent unto Eglon 
king of Moab. And Eglon was a very fat 
man. 

And when he had ads an end to offer 
the preſent, he ſent away the n, that bare 
the preſent. 

But he himſelf turned again from the 
quarries that were by Gilgal, and ſaid, I 
have a ſecret errand unto thee, O king: who 
ſad, Keep ſilence. And all that ſtood by 
him went out from him. 

And Ehud came unto him; and he was 
ſitting in a ſummer parlour, which he had 
for himſelf alone. And Ehud ſaid, I have a 
meſſage from Gop unto thee. And he aroſe 
out of his ſeat. 

And Ehud put forth his left hand, and 
took the dagger from his right thigh, and 
thurſt it into his belly. 

And the haft alſo went in after the blade: 
and the fat cloſed upon the blade, ſo that he 
could not draw the dagger out of his belly; 


and the dirt came out. | 
Then 
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Then Ehud went forth through the porch 
and ſhut the doors of the parlour upon him 


and locked them. | 
When he was gone out, his ſervants came: 
and when they ſaw, that behold the doors 
of the parlour were locked, they ſaid, 
Surely he covereth his feet in his ſummer 
chamber. | 
And they tarried till they were aſhamed ; 
and behold he opened not the doors of the 
parlour, therefore they took a key, and open- 
ed them: and behold their lord was fallen 
down dead on the earth, | 
And Ehud eſcaped while they tarried; 
and paſſed beyond the quarries, and eſcaped 
unto Seirath. | 
And it came to paſs when he was come, 
that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of 
Ephraim, and the children of Iſrael went 
down with him from the mount, and he be- 
fore them. OS 
And he faid unto them, Follow after me: 
for the Lorp hath delivered your enemies 
the Moabites into your hand : and they went 
down after him, and took the fords of Jor- 
dan toward Moab, and ſuffered not a man 
to paſs over. 
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And they flew of Moab at that time about 
ten thouſand men, all luſty, and all men of 
valour; and there eſcaped not a man. 

So Moab was ſubdued that day under the 
hand of Iſrael, And the land had reſt four- 
ſcore years. T 

And after him was Shamgar the ſon of 
Anath, which flew of the Philiſtines ſix 
hundred men with an ox goad ; and he alſo 
delivered Iſrael. 

From the days of Shamgar the ſon of 
Anath, in the days of Jael, the high-ways 
were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through by-ways. 

The inhabitants of the villages ceaſed, 
they ceaſed in Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


In the days of Balaam the Moabites were reſtrained 
by Gop, even from pronouncing curſes on Iſrael : 
now greatly then mult the people have ſinned, to pro- 
voke him to ſtrengthen that very nation againſt them! 
They were now obliged to pay a yearly tribute (a ſum 
of money, or a certain portion of the product of the 
land) as an acknowledgment of ſubmiſſion .to the king 
of Moab, and this for eighteen years together. The 
Iſraelites then returned to their duty, and Gop once 
mote raiſed them up a deliverer. Ehud's errand was 
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to carry the annual preſent to Eglon king of Moab: 
there is an appearance of great treachery in his pro- 
ceedings, which nothing could juſtify, but his having 
received a command from Gop to deſtroy Eglon in 
order to ſet Iſrael free, and therefore his example is 
not to be imitated in this particular, 

Remember that the Moabites practiſed open idolatry, 
and that Iſrael again obeyed the Lo p, as a reward for 
which they had received repeated promiſes that their 
enemies ſhould fall before them. | 
It is faid that Ehud was of the tribe of Benjamin, 
and that he was left-handed, therefore in all probabi- 


lity, no expert warrior till ſtrengthened by Gop, who 


chu! - weak inftrument in order to ſhew his own Al- 
MIGHTY power. Providence favoured his eſcape, and 
he haftened to proclaim the glad tidings of deliverance, 
and aſſembled the people, who followed him to 
victory. 

We may ſuppoſe that the king of Moab had tri- 
umphed over Iſrael, and exulted with pride at having 
ſubdued thoſe who called themſelves the people of Gov ; 
and perhaps he imputed his ſucceſs to the aid of the 
falie Deities he worſhipped, at leaſt we may be certain 
that he was guilty of preſumptuous fin, or he would 
not have had ſuch an exemplary puniſhment; and in 
reſpe& to the Moabites, ſucceſs was given to them for 
the puniſhment of Iſrael ; therefore. when that purpoſe 
was completed they were again expoſed to the wrath of 
Gov, which had only been ſuſpended, becauſe thoſe 
who were appointed to execute it had forſaken. the 
Lord. The curſe till remained in force againſt 
idolatry, and it was the peculiar ſervice of the Iſrael- 
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ites (when they were faithful to Gop) to puniſh thoſe 
who ated in defiance of his ALMIOGHTx power. 

Of Shamgar the ſucceſſor of Ehud little is ſaid, but 
that he gained a very complete victory over the Phi. 
litines : this might happen during the life of Ehud, 
perhaps when he was too old for ſervice, or in a dif- 
ferent part of the territories of Iſrael, 

It is faid that he flew 600 men with an ex-goad. 
From“ which'we may conjecture, that Shamgar and 
his men, being ſaddenly attacked, ſecured all the 
ruſtical inſtruments they had at hand, and without 
the uſual arms (through the power of the Lox p) defeated 
their enemies. f | | 
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ND the children of Iſrael again did vill 

evil in the fight of the Lord when A 

Ehud was dead. with 
And the Loxp ſold them into the hand of M Lot 
Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Ha- A 
zor: the captain of whoſe hoſt was Siſera, Lets 
which dwelt in Haroſheth of the Gentiles. MW fall 
And the children of Iſrael cried unto the MW hall 
Loxp: for he had nine hundred chariots of _ 
to K 


iron; and twenty years he mightily oppreſſed 
the children of Iſrael. | Ar 

And Deborah a propheteſs, the wife of ﬀ K 
Lapidoth, ſhe judged Iſrael at that time. ſand 

And ſhe dwelt under the palm-tree of with 
Deborah, between Ramah and Beth-el in Ne 
mount Ephraim; and the children of [ſrae] child 


came up to her for judgment, les, h 
And 
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And ſhe ſent and called Barak the ſon of 
Abinoam out of Kadeſh Naphtali, and ſaid 
unto him, hath not the Loxd Gop of Iſrael 
commanded, ſaying, Go, and draw toward 
mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thou- 
fand men of the children of Naphtali and of 
ABIN.—- the children of Zebulun ? 
Ren And I will draw unto thee, to the river 


cog Kiſhon, Siſera the captain of Jabin's army, 

W vith his chariots and his multitude ; and I 
ain did vill deliver him into thine hand. 
: Went And Barak ſaid unto her, If thou wilt go 


with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt 


hand of not go with me, then I will not go. 
And ſhe ſaid, I will ſurely go with thee: 


in Ha- 
Siſers notwithſtanding, the journey that thou takeſt 
tiles. ſhall not be for thine honour : for the Lorp 


ſhall ſell Siſera into the hand of a woman. 
Abd Deborah aroſe, and went with Barak 
to Kedeſh. 1 

And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali 
to Kedeſh; and he went up with ten thou- 
ſand men at his feet: and Deborah went up 


nto the 
riots of 
preſſed 


wife of 


time. N 
tree ol vith him. | | 

h.el nfl Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the 
f If children of Hobab the father-in-law of Mo- 


ſes, had ſevered himſelf from the Kenites, 


And 2 and 
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268 $ISERA DISCOMFITED. 
and pitched his tent unto the plain of Zaa- 


naim, which is by Kedefh. Rey 
And they ſhewed Sifera that Barak the fon b. 
of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. off 
And Sifera gathered together all his 
chariors, even nine hundred chariots of iron, ff 
and all the people that were with him, from f 
Haroſheth of the Gentiles unto the river of a 
Kiſhon. PF. 
And Deborah ſaid unto Barak, Up ; for M 
this is the day in which the Lok p hath de- 15 4 
livered Siſera into thine hand: is not the " i 
Lok gone out before thee? ſo Barak went A 
down from mount Tabor, and ten thouſand f P 
-men after him. wth 
| And the LoRD diſcomfited Siſera and all 3 
his chariots, and all his hoſt, with the edge 11.1 
of the ſword before Barak : ſo that Siſera 5 
lighted down off his chariot, and fled away bh 
on his feet. i 
But Barak purſued after the chariots, and 3 
after the hoſt unto Haroſheth of the Gen- a 
tiles: and all the hoſt of Siſera fell upon the 90 1 
e 
edge of the ſword; and there was not a man Fi 
left. OR 
Howbeit, Siſera fled away on his feet to vm 


the tent of Jac ael the wife of Heber the "Pp 
Kenite: 
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Kenite : for there was peace between Jabin 
the king of Hazor and the 6 Haut of Heber 
the Kenite. 

And Jael went out to meet Siſera, agd "ITY 
unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; 
ſear not: and when, he had turned in unto. 
her into the tent, ſhe covered. him wich A 
mantle. 

And he ſaid unto her, Give me. I pray 
thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirſty. , 
And ſhe opened a bottle of milk, and gave 
him drink and covered him. 

Again he ſaid unto her, Stand in the door 
of the tent, and it ſhall be when any man 
doth come and enquire of thee, and ſay, 
is there any man here ? that Row ly. 
ſay, No. 

Then Jael Heber's wife took a nail of hd 
tent, and taok an hammer in her hand ,and 
vent foftly unto him, and ſmote the nail 
into his temples, and faſtened it into the 
ground; for he was faſt afleep and weary. 
So he died. 

And behold, as Barak purſued Siſera, Jael 
ame out to meet him, and ſaid unto him, 
Come, and I will ſhew thee the man whom 
thou ſeckeſt. And when he came into her 

| N 3 . - cent, 


270 JABIN SUB DUE p. 
tent, behold, Siſera, lay dead, and the nail 
was in his temples. 
So Gop ſubdued on that day Jabin the 
king of Canaan before the children of Iſrael, 
And the hand of the children of Iſrael 
proſpered and prevailed againſt Jabin the 
king of Canaan, until they had deſtroyed 
Jabin king of Canaan, 


ANNOTATIONS and > REFLECTIONS. 


What a deplorable 8 had the Iſraelites re- 
duced themſelves to by following falſe Gops! They 
had no trade, and robbery was ſo frequent, that travel- 
lers were obliged to avoid the public road. The art 
of war was in a manner forgotten, and it is probable 
they had been deprived of all their ſpears and ſhields 
by the Philiſtines. Then. did. they call to mind the 
blefiing and the curſe, which the Log p had ſet before 
them: and cried unto the Lord, who delivered them 
| from their diſtreſs, by the moſt unexpected means. 

Dtvoran was a weman of extraordinary underſtand- 
ing and fortitude ; ſhe was likewiſe endued with the 
gift of prophecy, by which Gop enabled her to foretel 
ſome events which his divine providence intended ſhortly 
to bring to paſs. It is faid that ſhe governed Iſrael: 
perhaps this means, that her admonitions inſpired by 
Gop, had brought the people to repentance ; and that 
they had recourſe to her, in order to obtain advice, 


and to intreat her prayers to Gop in their behalf. 
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Barak was deſirous that this-propheteſs ſhould ac- 
company him, leſt he ſhould commit errors fur want of 
knowing the will of the Lond. Notwithſtanding the 
formidable appearance of the- enemy, with their iron 
chariots which had ſcythes faſtened to their axle - trees, 
Barak, by Gop's help, gained a comploat conqueſt. 

The conduct of Jael is hard to defend, and very, 
unfit for the imitation of. chriſtians ; but we may con- 
clude that ſhe was guilty of this treacherous act, from 
a zealous defire to render ſervice to God by deſtroying 
the enemy of Iſrael, and thought that fraud might be 
allowable in ſuch a peculiar caſe, Gov permitted her 
to become the inſtrument of his wrath againſt Sifera, | 
and ſeems to have pardoned Jael, for the ſake of her 
motive. Had Siſera been a worſhipper of the true 
Gon, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe that Jael would. 
have been reſtrained from the action; but you know, 


that the Iſraelites were ſtrictly commanded zo? to few 
: mercy to the idolatrous nations; and as there had been. 


2 conſtant intercourſe betwixt them and the Kenites, 
who were deſcendants of Jethro the- father-in-law of 
Moſes, the latter certainly were- acquainted with it. 
Jael was reduced to the neceſſity of acting in favour of 
one party had ſhe preſerved Siſera, he might, for 
aught ſhe knew, rally his forces and make great 
laughter in Iſrael ; whereas, . deſtroying him, was 
compleating the defeat which Barak had fo ſucceſsfully. 
begun, | 

Thoſe who a& in defiance of the laws of that ſociety. 
of which they are members, forfeit the benefit of 
thoſe laws, and become ſubje& to the penalties an- 


nexed, which in ſome caſes is death, in others im- 
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priſonment ; and if the delinquent. flies from puniſh. 
ment to a foreign clime, he may be outlawed; by 
which 1s meant, that he ſhall forfeit what belonged to 
him in his own country, and no one ſhall be liable to 
puniſhment for any injuries done him. 

If this ſeverity is ſometimes neceſſary in reſpect to 
human laws, ſurely thoſe perſons who openly rebelled 
againſt their Heavenly KI NG, and paid thoſe honours 


to creatures which belong to him alone, might juſtly be 


deprived of the privilege which had been granted to 
the race of mankind by God's goodneſs, on condition 
of fidelity and obedience ; therefore might be outlawed 
by his juſtice, and Joſe all claim to acts of humanity 
from thoſe, whoſe duty it was to puniſh ſuch rebellious 
ſinners, as it clearly appeared that Gop required them 
to do ſo. But let me add; nothing but an immediate 
command from Gop himfelf, could juſtify a war on ac- 
count of religion, for CHRISTIANITY teaches a peace- 
able behaviour; and though the followers of our Logo 
Jesus CuRISTH, muſt ſometimes unavoidably be en- 
gaged in war, for the defence of their country ; they 
ought never to take upon themſelves to propagate the 
faith they profeſs, by violent means; but ſhould rather 
pray for thoſe who do not enjoy the light of the goſpel, 
and rejoice in the happy advantages they themſelves 


' poſleſs. 


TRE Histor. oF NAOMI AND RUTH. 


During the forty years peace which the conqueſts 
of Deborah' and Barak had procured, the Iſraelites 
again rebelled againſt the Log », and he puniſhed them 
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ik a grievous famine. Elimelech a man of Bethle- 
hem, rather than ſubmit to the affliction which Gop | 
was pleaſed to bring on his people for their fins, re- 
ſolved to leave his native country, and go with his | 
wife Naomi and his two ſons Mahlon and Chilion, i into 
the land of Moab. Elimelech's endeavours to preſerve | 
his life proved ineffectual, for though he eſcaped the 
famine he died amongſt ftrangers, and left his family 
expoled to a variety of inconveniencies. 

His ſons, who probably looked upon Moab as their 
country, and had been educated in a very different 
manner from what the law of Gop required, had no 
thoughts of returning to Bethlehem, and married 
Moabitiſh women, named Orpah and Ruth: in a few . 
years theſe young men alſo died. 

It is very likely that Naomi might at firlt be willing : 
to leave her country, but the loſs of ker huſband and ſons 
brought her to a ſenſe of the crime they had com- 
mitted, and therefore ſhe reſolved to ſeek for pardon | 
ind peace, by returning to that ſociety in which alone ſhe 
could expect to meet with them. She accordingly com- 
municated this intention to her two daughters, and ex- 
preſing the moſt fervent wiſhes for their happineſs, 
bade them farewell. Both Orpah and Ruth were ſo 
affectionately attached to her, that they propoſed to 
return with her to the land of Judah; but as Naomi 
was ſenſible that it would expoſe them to many diſ- 


treſſes, ſhe generouſly declined the offer, and would 


not conſent that they ſhould go merely on her account, 
tearing that they were too much inclined to idolatroys 
worſnip to conform to the law of Moles. 


N 5 Orpah 
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Orpah finding from Naomi's diſcourſe, that the had 2 
little chance of obtaining a ſettlement in Judah, re. . 
mained in Moab, paying however the tribute of many 18 
a tender tear for the kindneſs which ſhe had received mw 
from her dear mother-in-law, and then took a 1:4 her 
adieu. | F 

Ruth was not to be hindred by any diſſuaſives from 5 | 
accompanying Naomi, and expreſſed a fixed reſolution * 
to be a partaker of all her ſorrows, to forſake idols, ni 
and become a true worſhipper of the Gop of Iſrael: OY 
Naomi no longer reſiſted, but rejoiced to find that ok 
Ruth was converted, and now thought it her duty to Ma 
endeavour to obtain a ſettlement for her amongſt the 
Iſraelites. They immediately proceeded on their jour- * 
ney and arrived at Bethlehem. EE 
; Thoſe who had known Naomi in a ſtate of affluence, 2D 

were ſurprized at the change in her appearance ; bu: up 
ſhe acknowledged the juſtice of God, in bringing ſuch ” 
diftreſſes upon the family of Elimelech, on account of of 1 
their joining themſelves to an idolatrous nation from 2 Rat 
diſtruſt of providence. _s 
As Naomi had no ſon to claim the inheritance of bi. W. 
father, ſhe was utterly deſtitute of the means of ſubſii- a 
- ence: Ruth therefore determined to exert her utmoi pes 
induſtry, in order to procure a livelihood for them; wag. 
and as it was harveſt time, went into the fields in ordet by & 
to pick up the ears of corn that fell from the reaper: _ 
- hands, which were the deſtined portion of the poct Elie 
and needy : and the providence of Gop directed Ruth able 
to a part of the field which belonged to Boaz, a man | Be 
conſiderable property, who was a near relation of El. —_ 


melech's, and a perſon of excellent character: he ſoon 
diſtinguiſtec 
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&:tinguiſhed Ruth, and making enquiries after her, 
was told the biftory of her exemplary conduct; upon 
which be addreſſed her with the utmoſt kindneſs, 
encouraging her to hope, that her dutitul behaviour to 
der mother, and piety to God, would be rewarded. 
He then gave orders that ſhe ſhould be treated wih 
all poſſible reſpect, be allowed to refreſh herſelf with 
dis provihons, and defred that the reapers would even 
let fall handfulls on purpoſe for her; ſo that by the 
evening ſie had got three pecks of barley, with which. - 
ſbe returned to her mother, who expected her with the 
utmoſt impatience ; and when ſhe heard how. Kindly 
ne nad been treated by Boaz, the joy of her heart 
brake forth in thankful acknowledgments of the good- . 
nels of God! Naomi then formed hopes. that Boaz 
might be induced to marry Ruth (notwithſtanding the 
diſparity of fortune) as ſhe had a right to require him. 
to do ſo, if he was, as ſhe ſuppoſed him to be, the next 
of kin to her deceaſed huſband ; ſhe therefore gave 
Ruth particular directions how to proceed according to 
the Jewiii cuſtoms in ſach caſes; Ruth punctually 
obeyed, and obtained a promiſe of the farther protec-. 
non of Boaz, if another perion, who he told her was a 
nearer relation, ſhould refuſe to marry her, as he was 
very de ſirous to have a wife who had diftinguiſhed herſelf 
dy der virtue and affection to her former huſband. _ The 
other kinſman declined parchafing the- inheritance of 
Elimelech by marrying his widow, as it was not agree- 
able to his intereſt, he therefore reſigned her to Boaz ; 
and Naomi had the felicity of rejoicing, not only in 
the marriage of Ruth, but in the additional comfort of 
a ſon which Boaz and Ruth were bleſſed with, a ho- 
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was named Obed. This child Naomi regarded az 
a bleſling to herſelf, as he was intitled to the inherit- 
ance of Elimelech, according to the Jewiſh law. 

So you find, my dear, that though it had pleaſed 
Gop to ſeparate the Jews as a peculiar people; yet the 
Gentiles or Heathens were not excluded from his 


grace, if they repented and were converted to his holy 


law : worſhipping idols was the cauſe of the Logy'; 
forſaking them, but he was ready at all times to ac. 


cept their repentance, of which Ruth is a remarkable 


inſtance ; for ſhe was not only admitted into the ſociety 
of Gop's people, but was honoured among thoſe who 
are reckoned in the genealogy of the promiſed Saviour. 
Her ſon Obed was the father of jeſſe, who was the 
father of king David. 
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GIDEON AP POIN TED TO DELIVER ISRAEL——THEe 
ANGEL os THE LORD ayPEaRs TO GIDEON 
DesTROYETH THE ALTAR and GROVE or 
BAAL—HE PREPARES FOR A WAR wiTH THE 
MIDIANITES. | 


ND the children of Iſrael did evil in 

the ſight of the Lozp: and the Loxp 
delivered them into the hand of Midian 
ſeven years. 

And the hand of Midian prevailed againſt 
Iſrael: and becauſe of the Midianites the 
children of Iſrael made them the dens which 
are in the mountains, and caves, and ſtrong 
holds. | 

And ſo it was when Iſrael had ſown, that 
the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, 
and the children of the eaſt, even they came 
up againſt them ; | 

And they encamped againſt them, and 
deſtroyed the increaſe of the earth, till thou 
come unto Gaza, and left no ſuſtenance for 


Iſrael, neither ſheep, nor 0x, nor als, 
6 - For 
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For they came up with their cattle, and 
their tents, and they came as graſshoppers 
for multitude : for both they and their ca- 
mels were without number: and they enter- 
ed into the land to deſtroy it. 

And Iſrael was greatly impoveriſhed be- 
cauſe of the Midianites: and the children of 
Iſrael cried unto the LoR p. 

And it came to paſs, when the children of 
Iſrael cried unto the LorpD, becauſe of the 
Midianites, 

That the Loxp ſent a prophet unto the 
children of Iſrael, which faid unto them, 
Thus faith the Loxd Gop of Iſrael, I brought 
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth 


out of the houſe of bondage. 1 
And I delivered you out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
that oppreſſed you, and drave them out from 
before you, and gave you their land. 

And I ſaid unto you, I am the Lok p your 
Gop; fear not the gods of the Amorites in 
whoſe land ye dwell; but ye have not. obey- 
ed my voice. 

And there came an angel of the Loxp and 
lat under an oak, which was in Ophrah, that 
pertained 
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pertained unto Joaſh the Abi-ezrite : and 
his ſon Gideon threſhed wheat by the wine- 
preſs, to hide it from the Midianites. 

And the angel of the Loxp appeared unto 
him, and ſaid unto him, The Lok is with 
thee, thou mighty man of valour. 

And Gideon ſaid unto him, Oh, my lord! 
if the Lord be with us, why then is all this 
befallen us? and where be all his miracles 
which our fathers told us of, ſaying, Did 
not the LoRp bring us up from Egypt? 
but now the Lord hath forſaken us, and de- 
ſivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 

And the Lorp looked upon him, and ſaid, 

Go in this thy might, and thou ſhalt fave 
Iſrael from the hand of the Midianites : have 
not I ſent thee ? 
And he faid unto him, Oh, my lord! 
wherewith ſhall I ſave Iſrael? behold my fa- 
mily is poor in Manaſſeh, and I am the leaſt 
in my father's houſe. 

And the Lord ſaid unto him, Surely I 


will be with thee, and thou fhalt ſmite the 


Midianites as one man. ; 
And he faid unto him, If now I have 


found grace in thy ſight, then ſhew me a ſign 


that thou talkeſt with me, 
Depart 
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Depart not hence, I pray thee, until 1 


come unto thee, and bring forth my preſent, 


and ſet it before thee. And he faid, I will 
tarry until thou come again. 

And Gideon went in, and made ready a 
kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of 
flour: the fleſh he put in a baſket, and he 
put the broth in a pot, and brought it out un- 
to him under the oak, and preſented it, 

And the angel of God ſaid unto him, Take 
the fleſh, and the unleavened cakes, and lay 
them upon this rock, and pour out the broth, 
And he did ſo. 

Then the angel of the Lozxp put forth the 
end of the ſtaff thit was in his hand, and 
touched the fleſh, and the unleayened cakes: 
and there roſe up fire out of the rock, and 
conſumed the fleſh, and the unleavened 


cakes. Then the angel of the Lokb de- 


parted out of his ſight. 

And when Gideon perceived that he was 
an angel of the Loxp, Gideon faid, Alas! 
O LORD God! for becauſe I have ſeen an 
angel of the Lox face to face. 

And the Lozp ſaid unto him, Peace be 
unto thee: fear not, thou ſhalt not die. 

| | Then 


AN ALTAR BUILT. 284 


Then 88 built an altar there unto the 
Lonb, and called it Jehovah- ſhalom: unto. 
this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abt- 


ezrites. 
And it came to paſs the fn make that 


the Log p ſaid unto him, Take thy father's: 


young bullock, even the ſecond bullock of 
ſeven years old, and throw down the altar of 
Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the 
grove that is by it; 

And build an altar unto the Lorp thy 
Go upon the top of this rock, in the order- 
ed place, and take the ſecond, bullock, and 
offer a burnt- ſacrifice with the wood of the 
grove which thou ſhalt cut down. | 

Then Gideon took ten men. of his ſer- 
vants, and did as the Logon; had ſaid unte 
him: and ſo it was, becauſe he feared his 
father's houſhold and the men of the city, 
that he could not do it by day, that he did it 
by night. 


And when the men of the city aroſe early 


in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal 
was caſt down, and the grove was cut down 
that was by it, and the ſecond bullock was 
offered upon the altar that was built. 


And 
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282 GIDEON NAMED JERUBBAAL. 
And they ſaid one to another, Who hath 
done this thing? and when they enquired 
and aſked, they ſaid, Gideon the ſon of Joaſh 
hath done this thing. 

Then the men of the city ſaid unto Joaſh, 
Bring out thy ſon that he may die: becauſe 
he hath caſt down the altar of Baal, and 
becauſe he hath cut down the grove that 
was by it. | 

And Joaſh ſaid unto all that ſtood againſt 
him, Will ye plead for Baal? will ye fave 
him ? he that will plead for him, let him be 
put to death, whilſt it is yet morning : if he 
be a God, let him plead for himſelf, becauſe 
one hath caſt down his altar. 


Therefore on that day he called him 


Jerubbaal, ſaying, Let Baal plead againſt 
him, becaufe he hath thrown Gown his 
nar. 

Then all the Midianites and the Amalck- 
ites and the children of the eaſt were ga- 


thered together, and went over, and pitched 


in the valley of Jezreel. 

But the Spirit of the Loxp came upon 
Gideon, and he blew a trumpet ; and _ 
ezer was gathered after him. 
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And he ſent meſſengers throughout all 
Manaſſeh, who alſo was gathered after him, 
and he ſent meſſengers unto Aſher, and 
unto. Zebulun, and unto Naphtali, and they 
came up to meet them. 

And Gideon ſaid unto Gop, If thou wilt 
fave Iſrael by mine hand, as thou haſt ſaid, 

Behold I will put a fleece of wool in the 

floor: and if the dew be on the fleece only, 
and it be dry upon all the earth beſide, then 
ſhall I know that thou wilt ſave Iſrael by 
mine hand, as thou haſt ſaid. 
And it was ſo: for he roſe up early on the 
morrow, and thruſt the fleece together, and 
wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl 
full of water. | 

And Gideon ſaid unto Gop, Let not thine 
anger be hot againſt me, and I will ſpeak 
bur this once: let me prove, I pray thee, 


but this once with the fleece: let it now 


be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all 
the ground let there be dew. 
And God did fo that night: for it was 


dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew 
on all the ground, 
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ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


For forty years after the conqueſt of Midian by Ba. 
rak, the land of Ifrael enjoyed reſt; proſperity had its 
uſual effect on this ſtiff-necked people, but when diftreſ; 
came upon them they began to ſay are not theſe evil; 
% come upon us becauſt our GOD is nat with us? 

After the prophet who was ſent, had by his admo- 
nitions brought them back to their duty, it pleaſed 


Gop to raiſe them up a deliverer, Gideon the ſon of 


Joaſh, to whom it is faid, that an angel of the Lord 
« apfeared,”” Gideon did not immediately diſcover the 
nature of the divine vilon, but might ſuppoſe it to be 


a prophet ſent as a meſſenger to him; therefore being 


full of deſpondency of mind, he began to expreſs his 
doubts of deliverance; the Lok therefore in hit own 
name promiſed to fave Iſrael, ſaying ** ſurely I xwill be 
«© evith thee, and thou ſhalt ſmite the Midianites as one 
% man.” Gideon could ſcarcely believe that the Di- 


vine Being manifeſted his glorious preſence by this 


humble appearance, and had really endued him 
with ſtrength and abilities for the taſk required of him, 


therefore aſked for a ſign, being apprehenſive that his 


imagination deceived him. He then haſtened into the 
houſe, and brought forth proviſions to refreſh his gueſ 
ſhould he prove to be a man, or as a ſacrifice offering 
if he were the Lond. Gideon had ſoon a very fatis- 


factory fign, for the divine viſion appearing to touch 


the fleſh and cakes, fire came out of the ground and 
conſumed them; then the angel (or “ token of the 
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GIDEON ENCOURAGED. 285 


Divine preſence) ſuddenly vaniſhed, which plainly 
hewed his ſpiritual nature; and Gideon expreſſed his 
conviction by crying out alas! O Lorp God, for 
« becauſe ] have ſeen an angel of the Lord.” Upon 
which the Divine Being who had before appeared, ſpake 
to him words of conſolation, aſſuring him that he 
ſhould not die. Gideon then built an altar, and called 
it JEHovaH SHALLOM, that is, the LoxD of peace. 

Before the LoD led Iſrael on to conqueſt, he com- 
manded Gideon to deftroy the altar which had been 
erected to the honour of Baal, and to ſacrifice a bullock 
as an atonement for their ſin. 

The reproof which Joaſh gave to the people for 
their fooliſh anger againſt Gideon, ſhews, that he was 
humſelf convinced that idolatry was a great fin, and 
though he had been a prieſt. of Baal, clearly diſtin- 
guiſhed that he muſt be an impotent Deity, ſince he had 
not been able to defend his own altar. 
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people that are with thee are too many for 


the people twenty and two thouſand : and 
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GIDEON rrxeranes Fox BATTLE-Ar GOD'; 
COMMAND REDUCES His ARMY ro Tux: 
HunpreD Men. 


HEN Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and 
all the people that were with him, roſe 
up early; and pitched beſide the well of 
Harod : ſo that the hoſt of the Midianites 
were on the north ſide of them by the hill of 


Moreh, in the valley. 
And the LoRgp ſaid unto Gideon, The 


me to give the Midianites into their hands, 
leſt Iſrael vaunt themſelves againſt me, ſay- 1 
ing, Mine own hand hath ſaved me. thre 
Nov therefore go to, proclaim in the ears you 
of the people, ſaying, Whoſoever is fearful 
and afraid, let him return and depart early 
from mount Gilead. And there returned of 


there remained ten thouſand. 
And 


GOD'S 


T HREE 


1, and 
n, roſe 
vell of 
1anites 


hill of 


1, The 
ny for 
hands, 
>, ſay- 


he ears 
fearful 
t early 
rned of 
J: and 


And 


SOLDIERS SELECTED. 287 


And the Lord ſaid unto Gideon, The 
people are yet too many, bring them down 
unto the water, and I will try them for thee 
there: and it ſhall be, that of whom I ſay 
unto thee, This ſhall go with thee, the ſame' 
ſhall go with thee; and of whomſoever I ſay 
unto thee, This ſhall not go with thee, the 
ſame ſhall not go. 

So he brought down the people unto the 
water: and the Loxp' ſaid unto Gideon, 
Every one that lappeth of the water with his 
tongue as a dog lappeth, him ſhalt thou ſet 
by himſelf : likewiſe every one that boweth 
down upon his knees to drink. 

And the number of them that lapped, 
putting their hand to their mouth, were three 


hundred men : but all the reſt of the people 


bowed down upon their knees to drink 
water. 

And the LorpD 620 unto Gideon, By the 
three hundred men that lapped will I fave 
you, and deliver the Midianites into thine 


hand : and let all the other people go every 
man unto his place, 


So the people took victuals in their hand, 
and their trumpets : and he ſent all the reſt 
of Iſrael, every man unto his tent, and re- 

tained 
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288 GIDEON ENCOURAGED. 
tained thoſe three hundred men. And the 
hoſt of Midian \ was beneath him in the 
valley. Wt? 


And it came to 1 the ſame 16 5 that 


the Lorp ſaid unto him, Ariſe, get thee 
down unto the hoſt ; for 1 have omar] it 
thine hand. 
But if thou fear to go * go thou with 
Phurah thy ſervant down to the hoſt: 
And thou ſhalt hear what. they 3 and 
afterwards ſhall thine hands be ſtrengthened 
to go down unto the hoſt. Then went he 
down with Phurah his ſervant unto the out- 
ſide of the armed men that were in the hoſt, 
And the Midianites and the Amalekites 
and all the children of the eaſt lay along in 
the valley like graſshoppers for multitude; 
and their camels were without number, as 
the ſand by the ſea-ſide for multitude. 
And when Gideon was come, behold, 
there was a man that told a dream unto his 
fellow, and faid, Behold, I dreamed a dream, 
and lo a cake of barley brea” tumbled 
into the hoſt of Midian, and came unto a 


tent and ſmote it that it fell and overturned 


it, that the tent lay along. 


And 


do likewiſe: 
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And his fellow anſwered and ſaid; This 1s 
nothing elſe ſave the ſword of- Gideon the 
ſon of Joaſh, a man of Iſrael : for into his 
hand hath Gop delivered Midian and all 
the hoſt. | | 

And it was ſo, when Gideon heard the 
telling of the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof, that he worſhipped, and returned 
into the hoſt of Iſrael, and ſaid, Ariſe, for 
the Lok hath delivered into your hand the 
hoſt of Midian. 

And he divided the three hundred men 
into three companies, and he put a trumpet 
in every man's hand, with empty pitchers 
and lamps within the pitchers. 

And he ſaid unto them, Look on me and 
and behold, when I come to 
the outſide of the camp, it ſhall be that as I 
do, ſo ſhall ye do. 

When I blow with a trumpet, I and all 
that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets 
alſo on every ſide of all the camp, and ſay, 
The ſword of the Lord and of Gideon. 

So Gideon and the hundred men that were 
with him came into the outſide of the camp 
n the beginning of the middle watch; and 
they had but newly ſet the watch, and they 
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blew the: trumpets, and brake the pitcher, 
that were 1n their hands. 

And the three companies blew the trum- 
pets, and brake the pitchers, and held the 
lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets 
in their right hands, to blow withal : and 


they cried, The ſword of the Lok p, and of 


Gideon. 

And they ſtood every man in his place 
round about the camp; and all the hoſt ran, 
and cried, and fled. 

And the three hundred blew the trum- 
pets, and the Loxp ſet every man's ſword 
againſt his fellow, even throughout all the 
hoſt: and the hoſt fled to Beth-ſhittah, in 
Zererah, and to the border of Abel-meho- 
lah, unto Tabbath. 


ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


Why it pleaſed Gop to appoint ſuch an extraord:- 
nary method of electing the men who were to attend 
Gideon in his great enterprize, cannot be explained, 
not does it concern us to know, becauſe we ſhall never 
be in ſuch circumſtances as they were. It plainly ap- 
pears that Gop intended to effect the deſtruction of the 
Midianites in a wonderful way, ſo as to leave no one 
room to ſuppoſe, his own {kill or valour had gained the 
victory; and whatever directions ſeemed good to Gov's 
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infinite wiſdom to give, the Iſraelites were bound to 
obey. 

It muſt aſtoniſn Gideon to hear the Midianites fore- 
telling the ſucceſs of his arms, and he could impute 
the prediction he overheard to nothing but the inſpira« 
tion of Gop for his encouragement. 

What conſternation and amazement did this little 
troop of 300 men occaſion amongſt the formidable 
army of the Midianites ! The terror of the Lox p ſeized 
on their ſpirits, ſo that in their confuſion they ſlew each 
other. The manner in which Gideon and hi; army 
were furniſhed for the battle, was expreſſive of che in- 
ſignificance of the Midianitiſh hoſts when fighting 
againſt the ſword (that is to ſay the Power) Y 8 ge 
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A ND the men of Iſrael gathered them- 

ſelves together out of Naphtali, and 
out of Aſher, and out of all Manaſſeh, and 
purſued after the Midianites. 

And Gideon ſent meſſengers throughout 
all mount Ephraim, ſaying, Come down 
againſt the Midianites, and take before them 
the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. was 
Then all the men of Ephraim gathered þ 
themſelves together and took the waters 65 
unto Beth-barah and Jordan. peo 

And they took two princes of the Mi- nd 
dianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they flew 1005 
Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb, they A 
ſlew upon the wine-preſs of Zeeb, and pur- has 
ſued Midian, and brought the heads of 
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Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other ſide 
Jordan. 

And the men of Ephraim ſaid unto as 
Why haſt thou ſerved us thus, that thou 
calledſt vs not when thou wenteſt to fight 
with the Midianites? and they . chide 

with him ſharply. 

And he ſaid unto them. What have 1 
done now in compariſon. of you? is not the 
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim beter 
than the vintage of Abies er? 

Gop hath Geliverdd into your hands the 
princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: and what 
was I able to do in compariſon of you? then 


their anger was abated toward n when he 


had ſaid that. 

And Gideon eame to Inden and paſſed 
over, he and the three hundred men that 
vere with him, faint, yet purſuing them. 

And he ſaid unto the men of Succoth, 
Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the 
people that follow me: for they be faint; 
and I am purſuing after Zebah and Zal- 
munna, kings of Midian. 

And the princes of Succoth ſaid, Are the 
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine 

O 3 hand, 
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hand, that we ſhould give bread unto thine 
army ? 

And Gideon ſaid, Therefore when the 
Lord hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna 
into mine hands, then I will tear your fleſh 
with the thorns of the wilderneſs, and with 
briers. . 

And he went up thence to Penuel, and 
ſpake unto them likewiſe: and the men of 
Penuel anſwered him as the men of Succoth 
had anſwered him. 


And he ſpake alſo unto the men of Penuel, 


ſaying, When I come again in peace, I will 
break down this tower. 

Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Kar- 
kor, and their boſt with them, about fifteen 
thouſand men, all that were left of all the 
hoſts of the children of the eaſt: for there 
fell an hundred and twenty thouſand men 
that drew ſword. 


And Gideon went up by the way of them | 


that dwelt in tents, on the eaſt of No- 


bah and Jogbchah, and ſmote the hoſt: for 


the hoſt was ſecure. 


And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he 
purſued after them, and took the two kings 
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of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and dif- 
comfited all the hoſt. 

And Gideon the ſon of Joaſh eee 
from battle before the fun was up, 

And caught a young man of the men of 
Succoth, and enquired of him: and he de- 
{ribed unto him the princes of Succoth, 
and the elders thereof, even threeſcore and 
kyenteen men. 

And he came unto the men of Succoth, 
and ſaid, Behold, Zebah and Zalmunna,- 
with whom ye did upbraid me, ſaying, Are 
the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna, now in 
thine hand, that we ſhould give bread unto ' 
thy men that are weary t 

And he took the elders of the city, and 
thorns of the wilderneſs, and briers, and with 
them he taught the men of Succoth. 

And he beat down the tower of Penuel, 
and ſlew the men of the city. : 

Then ſaid he unto Zebah and 88 
What manner of men were they whom ye 
lew at Tabor? and they anſwered, As thou 
at, ſo were they; each one reſembled the 
children of a king. 

And he ſaid, They were my brethren;. 
even the ſons of my mother: as the Lozxy 

WS -: liveth, 
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liveth, if ye had faved them alive, I would 
not ſlay you. 

And he faid unto Jerher his firlt⸗ born, 
Up, and ſlay them. But the youth drey 
not his ſword: for 1 feared, becauſe he was 


yet a youth. 
Then Zebah 0 at ſaid, Riſe 


them, and fall upon us: for as the man is, ſo 


is his ftrefigth. And Gideon aroſe, and ſlew 
2 ebah and Zalmunna, and took away the 
ornaments that were on their camels necks. 


| ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


Tri is very like'y that upon Gideon” s great ſucceſs, 
many of the ſo! 3 whom he had lately diſmiſſed 
were defirous to partake of the ſpoil, and for this pur- 
poſe willingly aſſembled together, and Ppurſued after 
ſome of the Midianites, by which means two of the 
Generals fell 3 into the hands of the Ephraimites, v who 
guarded: the 1 river ide 1 in order to prevent their eſcape: 

"The men of che tribe of Ephraim, were very jealous 
of Gideon, thinking he withed to exalt the tribe of Ma. 
naſſeh to which he belonged above them; and as they 
were both deſcendants of the patriarch Joſeph, thought 
they ought to be joint partakers of the honour of this 
memorable victory, not conſidering that it was Gideon“ 
ny to act as Gop directed him. 

Gideon kindly forgave their unjuſt ſaſpicions, and 
dy. magnifying their exploits and ſpeaking humbly 1 
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kis own, ſubdued their anger, and prevented the evil. 
effects of diſſenſion amongſt brethren. 

As Gideon and his little troop of warriors were faint 
and fatigued, they had a juſt claim from all the lirael- 
ites who were able to ſupply them with food, and it 
muſt be very mortifying to them to meet with a refuſal... 
Thoſe who could be ſo cruel as to withhold relief on 
ſuch an occaſion, deſerved chaſtiſement, for they muſt 
be totally devoid of humanity, and. deſtitute of faith 
in Gov. Moſt likely they were worſhippers of Baal. 

It appears by the queſtions which Gideon ſent to-the- - 
two kings, that ſome of his brethren had' been ſlain by 
them when they made their incurſions into the land of 
Iſrael; he therefore reſolved to put them to death, 
which he had a right to do, according ta the laws then 
in fore. This example is not inteaded for the 
imit:tion of chriſtians ; but we may ſaſely copy after 
Gideon in his behaviour to the Ephraimites, as his 
{e!f-denial and humility ſhew him in a moſt amiable 
light; and the good effects they produced. are an ex- 
cellent leſſon, teaching us, that the beſt way to over- 
come envy and ill-will, is to reſolve to act with mild. 
neſs and temper, forbearing to recriminate and return 
thoſe unjuſt reproaches that proceed from, miſtake and, 
pattion, 
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SECT. XILIV. 


Tur HTsToRT oF GIDEON conTinven—Hys 15 
ENTREATED TO TAKE THE GOVERNMENT 
vrorn RIM Hz REPUSETH THE SOVEREIGN. 

 TY—MaxEtrH an EPHOD. 


HEN the men of Iſrael ſaid unto Gi 
| 4 deon, Rule thou over us, both thou 
and thy ſon, and thy ſon's ſon alſo : for thou 
haſt delivered us from the hand of Midian. 

And Gideon ſaid unto them, I will not 
rule over you, neither ſhall my ſon rule over 
you: the Loxp ſhall rule over you. 

And Gideon ſaid unto them, I would de- 
fire a requeſt of you, that ye would give me 
every man the ear-rings of his prey: fo 
they had golden ear-rings, becauſe they ven 
Iſhmaelites. 

And they anſwered, We will willing 
give them. And they ſpread a garmen, 


and did caſt therein every man the ear-ring 


of his prey. 
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And the weight of the golden ear-rings. 
that he requeſted was a thouſand and ſeven 
hundred ſhekels of gold: beſides ornaments, 
and collars, and purple raiment that was on 
the kings of Midian: and beſide the chains 
that were about their camels necks | 

And Gideon made an ephod ne and 
put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and. 
all Iſrael went thither after it: which 
thing became a ſnare unto Gideon, and to 
his W 

Thus was Midian ſubdued before the 
children of Iſrael, ſo that they lifted up their 
heads no more. And the country was in. 
quietneſs forty years in the days of Gideon. 

And Jerubbaal the ſon of Joaſh went and. 
dwelt in his own houſe. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS... 


The gratitude which the children of Iſrael expreſſed. 
tor Gideon, muſt have been very pleafing to.him; and 
he gave a freſh inſtance of his moderation in declining 
ta? goverument. * ©© He was, however, deſirous to 
have ſomething that might remain as a memorial of 
* his late extraordinary victory; therefore he made a 
" garment in imitation of part of the ſacred veſtments 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible. | 
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worn by the prieſts, and placed it ſomewhere in Or. 
phah : ſoon after this, he quitted public employ, 


and retired to. his country-houſe ; in all probability, 
he left this ephod behind him, not in the leaſt ſup. 


poſing it could produce any bad conſequence; but 
ſome time afterwards, when the people were return. 
ing to idolatry, they began to imagine, that Goo 
would anſwer them at Orphah where this ephod was, 


as well as at Shiloh; and fo perverted it to a bad 


purpoſe. Gideon in the latter part of his life, ſeems 
to have fallen into this miſtake in ſome degree, 
which ſhews the ill effects of a bad education. He 
was the ſon of a prieſt of Baal, and though con- 
verted by a divine viſion to the belief of the tru 
God, he might have neglected to inform himſelf 


of the ceremonial part of religion, and remain ſatis- 


fied with the rectitude of his intentions: this was a 


great fault in him, for he ſhould have applied him- 
ſelf to the ſtudy of Gop's laws, in order to learn 
the whole of his duty; eſpecially as the temporal 


happineſs and proſperity of the people of Hrael, de- 
pended on a punctual performance of thoſe ordi- 


'nances which Gop had appointed as Kins of 


Iſrael.“ 


8 EC. 


An 
was di 
after ] 
god. 

Anc 
not the 
them c 
on eve! 
+ Neit 
of Jeru 
al the 
lirael, 


And 
to Shec 
and con 
lamily i 
laying, 


C T. 


„ VE 


SE CT. XL. 


Tuk APOSTACY or ISRAEL ArTER THE DEATH 
or GIDEON—THrnze MASSACRE or 11s SONS 
—ABIMELECH'S UsuryeaTion — JOTHAM'S 
FaBLE— ABIMELECH'S DATE. . 


N D Gideon had threeſcore and ten 
ſons, for he had many wives. | 

And it came to paſs as ſoon as Gideon | 
was dead, that the children of Iſrael went 
after Baalim ; and made Baal-berith their 
god. 

And the a of; Iſrael ol 
not the Lozp' their Gor, who had delivered 
them out of the hands of all their enemies 
on every ſide, 

Neither ſhewed they kindneſs to as houſe 
of Jerubbaal, namely Gideon, according tor 
all the goodneſs which he had ſhewed unto 
lrael. 

And Abimelech the ſon of Jerubbaal went 
to Shechem, unto his mother's brethren, 
and communed with them, and with all the 
lamily of the houſe of his mother's father, 
laying, 


Speak, 
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Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the 
men of Shechem, Whether is better for you, 
either that all the ſons of Jerubbaal, which 
are threeſcore and ten perſons reign over 
you, or that one reign over you ? remember 
alſo that I am your bone and your fleſh. 

And his mother's brethren ſpake of him 
in the ears of all the men of Shechem all 
theſe words: and their hearts inclined to 


follow Abimelech; for they ſaid he is our | 
brother. 
And they gave him threeſcore and ten 


pieces of filver out of the houſe of Baal 
berith: wherewith Abimelech hired vain and 
light perſons, which followed him. 

And he went unto his father's houſe at 
Ophrah, and ſlew his brethren the ſons of 
Jerubbaal, being threeſcore and ten perſons, 
upon one ſtone; notwithſtanding, yet Jo- 
tham the youngeſt ſon of Jerubbaal was left, 
for he hid himſelf. | 

And all the men of Shechem gathered 
together, and all the houſe of Millo, and 
went, and made Abimelech king, by th 
plain of the pillar that was in Shechem. 

And when they told it to Jotham, b: 


went and ſtood in the top of mount Gerizim, 
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and lifted up his voice, and cried, and ſaid 
unto them, Hearken unto me, ye men of 
Shechem, that God may hearken unto you. 

The trees went forth on a time to anoint 
a king over them : and they ſaid unto the 
olive-tree, Reign thou over us. 

But the olive- tree ſaid unto them, Should 
[ leave my fatneſs, wherewith by me they 
honour Gop and man, and go to be pro- 
moted over the trees? 

And the trees ſaid unto the fig- tree, Come 
thou and reign over us. 

But the fig- tree ſaid unto them, Should 
I forſake my ſweetneſs and my good fruir, 
and go to be promoted over the trees ? 

Then ſaid the trees unto the vine, Come 
thou, and reign over us. | 


And the vine ſaid unto them, Should I 


leave my wine, which cheereth God and 


man, and go to be promoted over the trees ? 

Then faid all the trees unto the bramble, 
Come thou, and reign over us. 

And the bramble ſaid unto the trees, If in 
truth ye anoint me king over you, then come 
and put your truſt in my ſhadow, and if not, 
let fire come out of the bramble, and devour 
the cedars of Lebanon, 


Now 
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Now therefore if ye have done truly and 
ſincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech 
king, and if ye have dealt well with Jerub- 
baal and his houſe, and have done unto him 
according to the deſerving of his hands; 

(For my father fought for you, and ad- 
ventured his life far, and delivered you out 
of the hand of Midian: 

And ye are riſea up againſt my father's 
houſe this day, and have ſlain his ſons, three- 
ſcore and ten perſons, upon one ſtone, and 
have made Abimelech the ſon of his maid- 
ſervant king over the men of Shechem, be- 


cauſe he is your brother ;) 


If ye then have dealt truly and ſincerely 


with Jerubbaal and with his houſe this day, 
then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him 
alſo rejoice in you. 


But if not, let fire come out Fs Abime-- 


lech, and devour the men of Shechem, and 
the houſe of Millo; and let fire come out 
from the men of Shechem, and from the 
houſe of Millo, and devour Abimelech. 
And Jotham ran away, and. fled, and went 
to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abime- 
lech his brother. tie 
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GAAL OpPOSETH ABIMELECH. zoy 


When Abimelech had reigned three _ 
over Iſrael, 

Then Gop ſent an evil ſpirit between 
Abimelech and the men of Shechem: and 
the men of Shechem dealt treacherouſſy 
with Abimelech : 

That the cruelty done to the threeſcore 
and ten ſons of Jerubbaal might come, and 
their blood be laid upon Abimelech their 
brother, which ſlew them; and upon the 
men of Shechem ; which aided him in the 
killing of his brethren. | 

And the men of Shecham ſet liers in wait 
for him in the top of the mountains, and 
they robbed all that came along that way 1 
them. And it was told Abimelec g. 

And Gaal the ſon of Ebed came with his 
brethren, and went over to Shechem: and 
the men of Shechem put their confidence 
in him. | 

And they went out into ths fields, 3 
gathered their vineyards and trode the grapes 
and made merry, and went into the houſe 
of their god, and did eat and drink, and 
curſed Abimel echt. 5 

And Gaal the ſon of Ebed ſaid, Who i: is 
Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſerve him? is not he the ſon of Je- 
rubbaal, and Zebul his officer? ſerve the 
men of Hamor the father of Shechem; "for 
why ſhould we ſerve him? 

And would to Gop this people were under 
my hand, then would I remove Abimelech. 
And he ſaid to Abimelech, Increaſe thine 
army, and come out. 

And when Zebul the ruler of the city 
heard the words of Gaal the ſon of Ebed, his 


anger was kindled. 


And he ſent meſſengers unto Abimelech 


privily, ſaying, Behold, Gaal the ſon of 


Ebed, and his brethren be come to She- 
chem : and behold, they fortify the "ay 
againſt thee, 

Now therefore up by night, thou and. the 
people that is with . and lie in wait in 
the field. 

And it ſhall be that in the morning, a 
ſoon as the fun is up, thou ſhalt riſe early, 
and ſet upon the city : and behold when he 
and the people that is with him come out 
againſt thee, then mayeſt thou do to them a 
thou ſhalt find occaſion. - 


And Abimelech roſe up, and all the 


people that were with him, by night, and 
they 
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they laid wait n Shechem in four com- 
panies. 

And Gaal the ſon of Ebed went out and 
food in the entering of the gate of the city : 
and Abimelech roſe up, and the people that 
were with him, from lying in wait. 

And when Gaal ſaw the people, he ſaid to 
Zebul, Behold, there come people down 
from the top of the mountains. And Zebul 
{id unto him, Thou ſeeſt the ſhadow of the 
mountains as if they were men. | 

And Gaal ſpake again, and ſaid, See there 
come people down by the middle of the 
land, and another company come along by 
the plain of Meonenim. 

Then ſaid Zebul unto him Where is now 
thy mouth, wherewith thou ſaidſt, Who is 
Abimelech, that we ſhould ſerve him? is 
not this the people that thou haſt deſpiſed? . 
20 out, I pray now, and fight with them. 

And Gaal went out before the men of 
Shechem, and fought with Abimelech. 

And Abimelech chaſed him, and he fled 
before him, and many were overthrown 


and wounded, even unto the entering of 
the gate. 


And 
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And Abimelech. dwelt at Arumah : and 
Zebul thurſt out Gaal and his brethren, that 
they ſhould not dwell in Shechem. 

And it came to paſs on the morrow, that 
a people went out into the field; and they 
told Abunelech. 

And he took the people, and divided them 
into three companies, and laid wait in the 
field, and. looked, and behold, the people 
were come forth out of the city; and hero: 
up againſt them, and ſmote them. 

And Abimelech, and the company: that 
was with him, ruſhed forward, and ſtood in 
the entering of the gate of the city: and the 
two other companies ran upon all the people 
that were in the fields; and flew them. 

And Abimelech fought againſt the city 
all that-day, and he took the city, and ſlew 
the people that was therein, and beat down 
the city, and ſowed it with ſalt. 

And when all the men of the tower of 
Shechem heard that, they entered into at 
hold of the houſe of the god Berit. 

And it was told Abimelech, that all the 
men of the tower of Shechem were gathered 


to <ther. | | 
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And Abimelech gat him up to mount 
Zalmon, he and all the people that were 
with him ; and Abimelech took an ax in his 
hand, and cut down a bough from the trees, 
and took it, and laid it on his ſhoulder, 
and ſaid unto the people that were with him, 
What ye have ſeen me do, make haſte, and 
do as I have done. 

And all the people likewiſe cut down 
every man his bough, and followed Abime- 
lech, and put them to the hold, and ſet the 
hold on fire upon them: ſo that all the men 
of the tower of Shechem died alſo, aan a 
thouſand men and women. | 

Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and 
encamped againſt Thebez and took it. | 

But there was a ſtrong tower within the 
city, and thither fled all the men and wo- 
men, and all they of the city, and ſhut it to 
them, and gat them up to "the wy of the 
tower. 

And Abimelech came unto the tower, and 
fought againſt it, and went hard unto the 
door of the tower to burn it with fire. 

And a certain woman caſt a piece of a 
milſtone upon Abimelech's head, and all to 
break his ſkull. 


Then 
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310 JOTHAM'S CURSE FULFILLED. 


Then he called haſtily unto the young man 5 ; 
his armour-bearer, and ſaid unto him, Draw et 
R 

thy ſword, and flay me, that men ſay not of 3 

me, A woman ſlew him. And his young WM it was 

man thurſt him through, and he died. the beg 

And when the men of Iſrael ſaw that Abi— me) a 

melech was dead, they departed every man 0 

. C 

unto his place. | 4 

Thus Gop rendered the wickedneſs of family | 

Abimelech which he did unto his father, in WM <ncoura 

Naying his ſeventy brethren. ig | 

And all the evil of the men of Shechem 3 

did Gop render upon their heads: and upon © Abim 

them came the curſe of Jotham the ſon of WM honour + 

Jerubbaal. extingui 

vengeanc 

woman, 

death a p 

ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. MI... :-- 

. | own bret 

- You read in the former ſection, my dear, that the The f 
people of Iſrael began to diſcover an inclination to fe. eſcaped, 


turn to their idolatrous practices; and you find, that ce hare b 
ſoon as Gideon was dead, they indulged their impiou Bi he ſuppoſ 
deſire. As they proved ſo ungrateful to Gov, 10 nonſtrane 
wonder that they ſhould forget Gideon; but they we 8 cf gaining 
at laſt ſeverely puniſhed for their apoſtacy and dem; * 5 
ingratitude. 
Gideon having ſo many wives, "kl family could rot # Stac! 


be educated on a very regular plan; and we may up- 
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poſe that there were, in a variety of inftances, envy; 
jealouſy, and diſcontent, even during his life time; 
but the Iſraclites had learnt the cuſtom of having a 
number of wives from their idolatrous neighbours, for 
it was quite contrary to the law of Gop (which from 
the beginning required that a man ſhould have only 
one) and was a great means of bringing down his 
judgments upon them. 

Gideon had in all ſeventy one ſons: Abimelech 
was of an ambitious aſpiring temper, and his mother's 
family having great intereſt in Shechem, he met with 
encouragement there. The act he was guilty of in 
laying his brethren, proves that he was of a moſt 
larage diſpoſition. It is very ſtrange, that the tribes in 
general ſhould have been ſo extremely paſſive in reſpect 
to Abimelech ; it ſeems as if they had loſt all ſenſe of 
honour and liberty, juſtice and gratitude ; they had quite 
extinguiſhed the ſpirit which led them to take ſuch 
vengeance on the Benjamites for the murder of one 
woman, or they certainly wauld have united, to put to 
death a perſon, who was ſo unnatural and barbarous as 
tomaſſacre, without any provocation, ſixty- nine of his 
own brethren. 

The ſpeech which Jotham, who ſo providentially 
eſcaped, addreſſed to the men of Shechem, ſhews him 
to have been a perſon of great ingenuity and wiſdom : 
he ſuppoſed that they would not liſten to plain re- 
monſtrances, and therefore he choſe a more likely way 
of gaining their attention, by propoſing a fable to 
hem; * «© by which he attempted to convince them of 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible, and Patrick's Commentaries. 
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312 JOTHAM'S FABLE EXPLAINED. 


«« their folly, in chuſing 4 man for their king, who f 1 
«© was no more able to protect them than a bramble i the p 
cc to cover other tree? that ſhould reſort to it, under where 
re jts branches; © and to recal to their minds his venan 
«« father's modeſtv and ſelf-denial, in refuſing to have Joſhua 
<< the government which they had now conferred on Abi 
«© one, as much inferior in virtue and honour to and he 

«© Gideon and his deceaſed ſons, as the bramble is to him, 
the olive- tree, the fig-tree, and the vine,” Jotham The 
by this ſenſible diſcourſe, amuſed the Shechemites, and Ites, 18 
they ſuffered him to eſcape, but he was obliged to live melech 
in exile; it was not long however, before his curſes, Ther 
which ſeem to have been prophetical, began to operate; pears in 
for you find, that the puniſhment came immediately « and 1 
from the ALMIGHTY, on account of the murder of to you | 
Gideon's ſons. | dered © 
Notwithſtanding Abimelech was poſſeſſed of a great * quali, 
degree of valour, nothing could defend him from the 15 
VU: 


wrath of Gop ; and he ſoon met with the fate he ſo 
juſtly deſerved. Though %e was ſenſible that he had 
received a mortal blow, and muſt ſoon expire; he did 
not diſcover any remorſe for his crimes, but ſpent his 
laſt thoughts on a trifling concern for his fame; being 
ſhocked by nothing, but the fear that it would be re- 
ported that he loſt his life by the hand of a woman: 
this proceeded from a fal/e notion of honour, founded 
on pride; and many perſons even at this day, enter- 
tain ſentiments of a ſimilar nature; but I hope to con- 
vince you, my dear, that CarisTianiTY teaches 
better principles, and ſhews what xoblen;/s of mind 


really is. 5 = 
| | There Vor. 
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+ It is thought that the Shechemites aſſembled for 
the purpoſe of elefting Abimelech at the very place 
where the ſtone had been erected in memory of the co- 
venant which the Ifraelites made with the Lok p, when 
Joſhua delivered his laſt exhortation to them, 

Abimelech's reign proved both ehorny and foort-lived, 
and he verified the prediction of Jotham concerning 
him, | 

The houſe of Millo, which joined with the Shechem- 
ites, is ſuppoſsd to have been all the i of Abi- 


melech's mother, | 

There 1s one expreſſion in Jotham's fable which ap- 
pears inconfiſtent—he ſays, that * avine cheereth Gop 
% and man.” The learned author I have mentioned 
to you before, thinks this text ſhould have been ren- 


dered „“ auine that cheereth JE and perſons of 
« quality.” 


+ Voiveral Hiſtory, * Eflay for a new Traaſlation. 
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are in the land of Gilead. 


[9598 1 


S EC T. 


THE PEACEABLE GoveRNMENT oF TOLA any 
JAIR—Trs TrRouBLES THAT SUCCEEDED— 
TRE ISRAELITES rETURN To THE LORD. 


A ND after Abimelech there aroſe to de- 
fend Iſrael Tola the ſon of Puah, the 
ſon of Dodo, a man of Iſſachar; and he 
dwelt in Shamir in mount Ephraim. 

And he judged Iſrael twenty and three 
years, and died, and was buried in Shamir. 

And after him aroſe Jair a Gileadite, and 
judged Ifrael twenty and two years. 

And he had thirty ſons that rode on thirty 
afs colts, and they had thirty cities, which 
are called Havoth-jair unto this day, which 


And Jair died, and was buried in Camon. 
And the children of Iſrael did evil again 
in the ſight of the Loxp, and ſerved Baalim, 
and Aſhtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and 


the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moad, 
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ISRAEL MOLESTED. 33 


and the gods of the children of Ammon, and 
the gods of the Philiſtines, and forſook the 
LokD and ſerved not him. | 

And the anger of the Lozp was hot againſt 
Iſrael, and he ſold them into the hand of the 
Philiſtines and into the hands of the children 
of Ammon. 

And that year they vexed and oppreſſed 
the children of Iſrael : eighteen years, all 
the children of Iſrael, that were on the other 
fide Jordan, in the land of the Amorites, 
which 1s in Gilead, 1 

Moreover, the children of Ammon paſſed 
over Jordan to fight alſo againſt Judah, and 
againſt Benjamin, and againſt the houſe of 
Ephraim; fo that Iſrael was ſore diſtreſſed. 

And the children of Iſrael cried unto the 
Lozp, ſaying, We have ſinned againſt thee, 
both becauſe we have forſaken our Gov, and 
alſo ſerved Baalim. | 

And the Lorp ſaid unto the children of 
lrael, Did not I deliver you from the Egyp- 
tans, and from the Amorites, from the chil- 
wen of Ammon, and from the Philiſtines? 

The Zidonians alſo, and the. Amalekites, 
ad the Maonites did oppreſs you, and ye 

3 cried 
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316 ISRAEL REPENTETH. 


cried to me, and I delivered you out of their 


hand. 
Yet ye have forſaken me, and ſerved 


other gods: wheretore I will deliver you no 
more. 

Go, and cry unto the gods which ye have 
choſen: let them deliver you in the time of 


your tribulation. 

And the children of Iſrael ſaid unto " 
Lord, We have ſinned: do thou unto us 
whatſoever ſeemeth good unto thee; deliver 


us only, we pray thee, this day. 


And they put away the ſtrange gods from 
among them, and ſerved the Lord : and his 
foul was grieved for the miſery of Iſrael. 

Then the children of Ammon were gather- 
ed together, and encamped in Gilead. And 
the children of Iſrael, aſſembled themſelves 
together, and encamped in Mizpeh. 

And the people and princes of Gilead fail 
one to another, What man is he that wil 
begin to fight againſt the children of Am- 
mon? he ſhall be head over all the int 
bitants of Gilead. 
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TOLA AND JAIR. 3+7 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Tola who ſucceeded Abimelech, ſeems to have been 
z very prudent man, of a peaceable diſpoſition, and 
very capable of reforming abuſes, and appeaſing tu- 
mults in the ſtate: he was moſt likely an enemy to 
idolatry, for he lived and died in peace. 

As for Jair, he appears to have been more intent on 
the aggrandizing of his own family, who lived in tie 
atmoſt magnificence ; for “ though aſſes are amongſt us* 
condemned to the moſt ſervile and mean employments, 
and it is thought diſgraceful for any above the loweſt 
rank to mount them ; they were at that time of day in. 
great eſtimation, and bore on their backs kings and 
nobles; for the Iſraelites had an expreſs commark 
+ not to multiply horſes to themſelves, becauſe they were 
under the immediate direction of Gop ; and he pro- 
miſed, Hat he would be to them inſtead of horſes and cha- 
its; and it is evident from the Jewiſh hiſtory, that this 
lay was obſerved; for when Joſhua prevailed againſt 
the Canaanites, and took from them many horſes and 
chariots, he was commanded to hough or ham-ſtring the 
borſes, and burn the chariots with fire: and when Ba- 
rak and Deborah delivered Iſrael from Siſera, who 
had nine hundred chariots of iron, it is expreſsly ſaid, 
that Barak was ſent on foot into the walley : for Gon 
had taken the defence of Iſrael upon himſelf, and 
vhenever the people took it out of his hands and 
placed it in their own, they were ſure to be undone; 
for the LoR D of HosTs, wanted neither horſe nor foot 
to fight his battles. 


* Sherlock's Diſſertations. + Deut. xvii. 16. 
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318 T OLA AND JAIR, 


During the government of Jair the people went 
greatly aſtray, worſhipping all manner of idols that 
were amongſt the neighbouring people; by this means, 
they not only provoked Gop, but expoſed themſelves 
to the deriſion and contempt of all the world, as it 
proved the fickleneſs of their tempers. 

The corruptions which began to take place in the 
time of Jair, grew to ſo enormous a height, as to bring 


down the anger of Gon, who ſuffered the Iſraelites to 


be greatly oppreſſed ; they ſeem to have been uncom- 
monly humbled by this affliction, and to have re. 
pented with great contrition and ſincerity, very pleaſing 
to God; who is ſaid to have feit ſuch compaſſion for 
them, iat his ſou! was grieved for the miſery of I.. 
« rael,” I have already my dear, informed you, hoy 
you are to underſtand this kind of expreſſion ; you will 
not therefore ſuppoſe, that the ALMicnry really felt 
orief, only that he ſhewed ſuch Kindneſs towards the 
Iſraelites as eſfectually comforted, relieved, and en- 
couraged them; in the ſame manner as the ſympathiz. 
ing tenderneſs of a benevolent and powerful friend, 
ſoftens calamity, and reſtores peace and happineſs to 


the afflicted heart. 
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Tus HisroRy oF JEPHTHAH—His Baxrsn- 
uExT —RECALLED BY THE GILEADITES— 


War WITH THE AMMONITES—Htis RASH 
VOW—THE UNHAPPY CONSEQUENCES OF IT. 


OW Jephthah the Gileadite was. a 
4 mighty man of valour, and he was 


the fon of Gilead. 
And Gilead's wife bare him ſons : and his 


vite's ſons grew up, and they thruſt out 


Jephthah, and ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt not 
inherit in our father's houſe; for thou art 
the ſon of a ſtrange woman. 

Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, 
and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there 
were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and 
went out with him. 

And it came to paſs, in proceſs of time 
that the children of Ammon made war 
avainſt Iſrael. 

And it was ſo, that when the children of 
Ammon made war againſt Iſrael, the elders 
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320 _ JEPHTHAH CHOSEN, 


of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the 
the land of Tob. 

And they ſaid unto Jephthah, Come, and 
be our captain, that we may ”_ with the 
children of Ammon. 

And Jephthah ſaid unto the elders of 
Gilead, Did not ye hate. me, and expel me 
out of my father's houſe? and why are ye 
come unto me now when ye are in diftreſs? 

And the elders of Gilead {aid unto Jeph. 
thah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, 
chat thou mayeſt go with us and fight againſt 
the children of Ammon, and be our head 
over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 

And Jephthah faid unto the elders. of 
Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight 
2gainſt the children of Ammon, and the 
Loxzp deliver them before me, ſhall I be 
your head ? 

And the elders of Gilead ſaid unto Jeph- 
thah, The Logp be witneſs between us, i 
we do not ſo according to thy words. 

Then Jephthah went with the elders ol 
Gilead, and the people made him head and 
captain over them: and Jephthah uttered al 


his words before the Lord in Mizpeh. 
And 
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JEPHTHAH'S REMONSTRANCE. zar 


And Jephthah ſent meſſengers unto the 
king of the children of Ammon, ſaying, 
What haſt thou to do with me, that thou art 
come againſt me to fight in my land? 

And the king of the children of Ammon 
anſwered unto the meſſengers of Jephthah, 
Becauſe Iſrael took away my land when they 
came up out of Egypt, from Arnon even 
unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan. Now there- 
fore reſtore thoſe lands again peaceably. 

And Jephthah ſent meſſengers again unto 
the king of the children of Ammon; 

And ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith Jephthah, 
ſrael took not away the land of Moab, nor 
the land of the children of Ammon. 

Wherefore I haye not ſinned againſt thee, 
but thou doſt me wrong to war againſt me; 
the Lox D the Judge be judge this day be- 
tween the children of Iſrael and the children. 
of Ammon, | 

Howbeit, the king of the children of Am- 
mon hearkened not unto the words of Jeph- 
thah, which he ſent him. 


Then the Spirit of the Lozp came upon 


Jephthah, and he paſſed over Gilead, and 
Manaſſeh, and paſſed over Mizpeh of Gilead, 
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322 JEPHTHAH'S VO W. 


and from Mizpeh of Gilead he yn over 
unto the children of Ammon. | 
And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the 


Lo, and ſaid, If thou ſhalt without fail 


deliver the children of Ammon into mine 
hands, 


Then ſhall it be, that whatſoever cometh 
forth of the doors of my houſe to meet me, 


when J return in peace from the children of 
Ammon, ſhall ſurely be the Logp's, and I 
will offer it up for a burnt- offering. 

So Jephthah paſſed over unto the children 


of Ammon to fight againſt them; and the 


Loxp delivered them into his hand. 

And he ſmote them from Aroer even till 
thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, 
and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a 
very great ſlaughter. Thus the children of 
Ammon were ſubdued: before the children 
of Iſrael. Fa 

And Jephthah came to Mizpet unto his 


houſe, and behold, his daughter came out to 


meet him with timbrels and with dances: | 


and ſhe was his only child; beſide her he 
had neither ſon nor daughter. | 
And it came to paſs when he ſaw her, that 


he rent his clothes, and ſaid, Alas! my 


daughter, 
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JEPHTHAH'S DAUGHTER. 323 


daughter, thou haſt brought me very low, 


and thou art one of them that trouble me: 
for I have opened my mouth unto the LoRp, 


and I cannot go back. 

And ſhe ſaid unto him, My father, if thou 
haſt opened thy mouth unto the Lorp, do 
to me according to that which hath pro- 


ceeded out of thy mouth; foraſmuch as the 

Loxb hath taken vengeance for thee of thine 

enemies, even of the children of Ammon. 
And ſhe ſaid unto her father, Let this 


thing be done for me: Let me alone two 
months that I may go up and down upon 
the mountains, and -bewail my virginity, I 
and my fellows. 

And he. ſaid, Go; and he ſent her away 
for two months, and ſhe went with her com- 
panions, and bewailed her virginity ves the 
mountains. 

And it came to paſs at the end of two 


months, that ſhe returned unto her father, 
who did with her according to his vow which 
he had vowed.. And it was a cuſtom in 


lirael, 


That the daughters of Iſrael went ven 


to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gi- 
leadite four days in a year, 
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324 JEPHTHAH'S DISTRESSES; 


Re 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, 


What various viciſſitudes of fortune did Jepthah ex- 
perience! During his earlieſt years we may ſuppoſe he 
enjoyed eaſe and plenty, for it ſeems that he was treated 
like the reſt of his brethren, and his father intended he 
fliould be an inheritor with them; but they drove him 
away, becauſe his mother was a woman of bad reputa. 
tion, It was a ſevere and cruel ſtroke; to be condemned 
for the faults of another, to quit a life of affluence for 
a ſtate of exile; and he reduced to the neceſſity of 
gaining a precarious hvelthood amongſt ſtrangers, by 
whom-he was regarded as an abandoned youth, . utterly 
diſcarded by his own relations; which obliged him to 
aſſociate with a number of other perſons of deſperate 
fortune, who moſt likely ſupported themſelves by 
hunting and taking wild beaſts, or making incurſions 
on thoſe parts of Canaan which were not yet con- 
quered, In a ſhort time behold, this very man, ſo- 
licited to become the judge and commander of thoſe 


people who had treated him with ſo much ſcorn and. 


contempt! This incident affords a uſeful leſſon, to all 
who find themſelves inclined to behave towards any of 

their fellow- creatures with arrogance and injuſtice. 
Prudence required that Jephthah ſhould make con- 
ditions for his own ſecurity, as he had received ill- 
uſage ſufficient to juſtify the ſuſpicions he conceived, 
that they would be neglectful of his intereſt, when 
their own turn was ſerved. The Gileadites certainly 
had no right to expect ſervices from him, and it was a 
reaſonable demand of Jepthah's to have the govern- 
ment, 
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JEPHTHAH'S RASH VOW. gag 


ment, with which he was to be inveſted for their bene- 
ft, continued during his life. The people at this time 
dem to have entertained the higheſt opinion of his 
merit, therefore agreed to his terms, and ratihed the 
bargain with an oath. Jephthah likewiſe uttered bis 
words before the Lord, by which is meant, that he 
called Gop to witneſs his intention to do all in his 
power for their relief; truſting in the aid and protec- 
tion of the LoR D of Hos rs, the mighty Gop of Iſrael. 

As Jephthah was a choſen ſervant of the LorD, as 
well as the approved judge of 1/rael, it pleaſed the 
Los p to ſend his Spirit upon him; by which is to be 
underſtood, that Gop endued him with every requiſite 
qualification, for the important and honourable. em- 
ployment; and you find, that by this means he gained 
2 glorious victory; but this triumph was clouded by a 
melancholy event, occaſioned by his making an in- 
conſiderate vow. It is a very affecting ſtory, and can» 
not, I think, be read without painful emotions. 

How mult it rend the heart of a fond parent, to think 
of taking away the life of his only child, who appears to 
have entertained the utmoſt reverence and affection for 
him ; who thoughtleſs of danger came forth to meet her 
honoured parent, with every demonſtration of joy and 
thankfulneſs to heaven for his ſucceſs and. preſervation ; 
expecting to be preſſed to his fond boſom, and hoping 
to reward his toils with aſſiduous duty. 

What muſt be the agitation of her mind, when he 
beheld him turning from her with agonies of diſtreſs, 
and heard him declare her unhappy fate, to which his 
own raſhneſs had reduced her; for be had opened his 
' muth to the LORD, and could not go back.” 

Jephthah's 


326 EXEMPLARY FORTITUDE. 


Jephthah's daughter certainly was poſſeſſed of un. 
common fortitude, for ſhe ſubmitted to this ſudden and 
heavy calamity with the utmoſt calmneſs and reſigna. 
tion ; willing to ſuffer any misfortune, rather than her 
father ſhould be guilty of impiety to Gov; therefore 
only requeſted to be indulged with a ſhort reſpite, in 
order perfectly to reconcile herſelf to the diſappoint. 


ment of dying without leaving a family, which was 


reckoned by the Jewiſh women, the greateſt diſgrace 
that could befal them ; becauſe every one hoped, that 
ſhe might be the mother of ſome great deliverer at 
leaft, if not of the promi/ed Saviour, . 

When the dreadful news was known to the young 
companions of this amiable lady, pierced. with ſevere 
grief, they doubtleſs threw aſide the inſtruments of 
mirth with which they came to welcome the conqueror, 
and changed their ſongs of triumph for tears and lamen- 
tations: willing to enjoy her converſation to the laſt, 
they accompanied her to a place of retirement, where 
ſhe might effectually wean her thoughts from this 
world, and prepare for eternity. 

I fancy, my dear, you. are quite: diſſatisfied: with 
Jephthah, and what to fay in his excuſe I know not, for 
indeed I find it has puzzled the learned. It is thought 
by moſt authors, that he did not offer his daughter for 
a burnt ſacrifice, but only devoted her to the ſervice of 
Go, and that ſhe paſſed the reſt of her days in acts of 
religion. It is much beyond my abilities to decide this 
difficult point; but if we never come to any certainty 
about it, it will be of no real conſequence to us. Let 


us however conſider, what inſtruction this affecting hil- 
tory 
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tory aFords, and you will find' that ou may derive ad- 
vantage from it. : 

The example of Jephthah teaches us, that we ought 
to weigh well the Iawfulneſs of any action, before we 
engage ourſelves ſolemnly to the performance of it: 
had Jephthah done fo, he would have recollected, that 
as there were certain ſpecies of animals appointed for 
facrifices, any other kind of creature would have 
defiled the altar, becauſe Gop had expreſsly named 
thoſe he would accept. Human ſacrifices were ſtrictly 
forbidden, particularly thoſe of a perſon's own children: 
not only becauſe ſuch cruelty is diſpleaſing to a Gon 
of infinite mercy, but likewiſe on account of its re- 
ſembling the horrid pra&t* e of the idolatrous nations. 
There was little chance I think, that an Ox, a Lamb, 
c. ſhould be the firſt to meet their maſter ;. therefore it 
appears probable, that Jephthah had learnt during his 
exile, or before the laſt repentance of Iſrael, the ſacri- 
fices in uſe by the heathens, and really intended. to of- 
fer a human victim and that Gop taught him to un- 
derſtand the enormity of this horrid crime, by ſuffering 
him to be involved in ſuch extreme diſtreſs ; for he was 
under the neceſlity, either of taking away the life of his 
only child, inflicting a diſgraceful puniſhment on her, 
worſe than death; or elſe of expoſing himſelf to the 
curſe of Gop for breaking a vow, made with the ut- 
moſt ſolemnity. 

Whatever was the fate of Jephthah's daughter, wh 
ther ſhe reſigned her pious ſoul as a voluntary ſacrifice 
in acknowledgment of God's mercy in preſerving her 
father, and delivering her country: or whether ſhe re- 
linquiſned the hopes of having an honourable offspring, 
| and 


328 A VALUABLE EXAMPLE, 


and paſſed the remainder of her days in ſolitary (ad. 
neſs, ſhe certainly has left us an example of filial piety 
of the moſt exalted kind, and every dutiful child will 
read and admire it; whilſt thoſe who are unmindfu] of 
their parents happineſs, and unthankful for the bleſſ. 
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His RESENTMENT AGAINST THE EPHRAIM-- 
ITES—His DEATH, 


42 the men of Ephraim gathered 
themſelves together, and went north- 
ward, and ſaid unto Jephthah, Wherefore 
paſſedſt thou over to fight againſt the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and didſt not call us to go 
with thee; we will burn thine houſe upon 
thee with fire. 

And Jephthah ſaid unto them, I and my 
people were at great ſtrife with the children 
of Ammon; and when I called you, ye de- 
livered me not out of their hands. 

And when I ſaw that ye delivered me not, 
put my life in my hands, and paſſed over 
againſt the children of Ammon, and the 
Lon delivered them into my hand: where- 
fore then are ye come up unto me this day, 
to fight againſt me? 

Then Jephthah gathered together all the 
men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: 

and 
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330 CONTEST WITH EPHRAIM. 


and the men of Gilead ſmote Ephraim, be- 
cauſe they ſaid, Ye Gileadites are fugitives 


of Ephraim, among the 0 and 


among the Manaſſites. 
And the Gileadites took the 8 of 
Jordan before the Ephraimites : and it was 


ſo, that when thoſe Ephraimites which were 


eſcaped, ſaid, Let me go over; that the men 
of Gilead ſaid unto him, Art thou an 
Ephraimite ? If he ſaid, nay : 

Then ſaid they unto him, Say r now Shibs 
boleth : and he ſaid Sibboleth : for he could 
not frame to pronounce it right. Then 
they took him, and ſlew him at the paſſages 
of Jordan: and there fell at that time of the 
Ephraimites, forty and two thouſand. 

And Jephthah judged Iſrael fix years: 
then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was 
buried in one of the cities of Gilead. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Jephthah belonged to the tribe of Manaſſeh, with 
whom you know Ephraim claimed kindred; it was en 
this account that the Ephraimites were enraged with 
jealouſy, for though they had not ſhared the dange!, 


they were deſirous of partaking the honour of 1 * 
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ind of dividing the ſpoils. They carried their reſent-' 
ment to a deſperate height; and as their behaviour was 


| fo very outrageous, Jephthah was under the neceſſity of 


fighting in his own defence, As the Ephraimites 
began the quarrel, they had none to blame for the 
conſequences cf it but themſelves; their diſpleaſure 
avainſt Jephthah was extremely unr2aſonable, and pro- 
ceeded from pride and envy ; beſides, there was im- 
piety mixt with their crime; forJephthah aſſured them, 
that it was the LoRD who had given the victory, and 
therefore they ſhould have been thankful for the gene - 
ral deliverance of Iſrael, and ready to pay reſpect to 
that commander whom the Lok p ſo highly honoured. 

It muſt doubtleſs be very mortifying to Jephthah to 
be inſalted in ſuch opprobrious terms, by thoſe from 
whom as a kindred tribe he might naturally expect pe- 
culiar congratulations. 

Jephthah certainly carried his reſentment to a great 
extreme; but though it is ſaid that e Spirit of the 
Loxp came on him, that is to ſay, ſtrengthened him for 
the employment he was appointed to, we are not to 
ſuppoſe that he was a perfect character, or in all re- 
eds influenced by Gop : on the contrary, we lately 
read of a ſhocking inſtance of his precipitation. The 
quality for which he was eminently diſtinguiſhed was 
valcur, He appears to have had ſtrong, but miſtaken 
notions of piety ; and as he was unacquainted with the 
law if God in one patticular, it is likely he was de- 
ficient in all; therefore if he was led by the corrupt 
notions he had acquired from the heathens; to the in- 
/ention of offering a human ſacrifice to the Gop of 1/- 
cel, he might from the ſame ignorance, or falſe prin- 

c:ples, 


— CE CE ITT — — 


o 
< 4 — n - —— 5 a — — — a * — — — - ” . — —— — 
Sort whe” Inn, 2 r OH. TP — — — . ̃ ² Co rm ln ee EAI Pars hea ©» -z —— + £2 11 
— . * — — - 15 bay — — — Ns 8 8 oe — 2 3 — — . - * — po £ Po — 
* rr ee — 3 2 : * = 2 < — — a — —— — — — ne eee = — oy oa — 
— 4 my 1 OMA IE ad. > — — > _—_ 2 — _ 3 6 — > . 6 _. — F a —agry wi 8 — * 
drr > ai I; — a —_— 2 —_——_ — £ SS 4 r — 
— = ha 7» 7 £27 ee Ie Bi — 1 —ññ— Ta; 2. — = 2 ” SQ by — — — 
- XI a ew 50 - 2 —— — EF * " r 8 2 —— =" — < - — 


3 ̃ — OE OS 


— — . IEoIIENs by - — 
2 A — =_ 


— — 
Wo 
— — — 
n 


WW 
— — . 
— 


1 


— 2 — 
——— —-—-¼ ng 


. 
D W 
e 5 


332 JEPHTHAH'S DEATH. 


ciples, purſue the Ephraimites with too great invetera. 
cy, and therefore his example is unfit for the imitation 
of chriſtians. Had Jephthah lived in thoſe happy days, 
when the law of Moſes was the rule of life, we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe he would have been a faithful ob. 
ſerver of it; he gives a ſtriking inſtance of the de. 
generacy of Iſrael. It is moſt likely, that though bad!y 
educated, he was well inclined ; and God, who know. 
eth the ſecret diſpoſitions of every heart, ſelected him az 
the propereſt perſon to have the ſupreme authority, and 
we read of no more blameable actions; therefore in all 
probability, he ſpent the remainder of his life in re. 
forming his own heart, and reſtoring the true worſhip 
of Gov. | 

Only fix years he judged Iſrael ; perhaps grief ſor the 
loſs of his daughter, which muſt have been ſeverely 
felt when the return of peace gave leiſure for the in- 
dulgence of domeſtic pleaſures, ſhortened his days. 

The meaning of the word f:boleth is river or frean, 
Though all Iſrael ſpoke Hebrew, each tribe might have 
a particular diale&, as the different counties have 
amongſt us; ſo that perſons who live at a diſtance in 
England, are often in a great meaſure unintelligible td 
each other. 3 

I hope you will remember the crimes for which ſuch 
ſevere puniſhment was ſuffered to, fall on the Ephrain- 
ites, namely, impiety, envy, pride, arrogance, and: 
ſpirit of ingratitude. | 


Ser 


\ 


Some A 


Theil 
lehem. 
And 
lirael, : 
And 
buried 
And 
Piratho 
And! 


that roc 


and he 

And 
thonite 
the land 
Amalek 


era- 
tion 
lays, 
may 
| ob. 
de. 
adly 
ho- 
m a8 
, and 
in all 
in te- 


ſhip 


or the 
erely 
je in 
2 
rean. 
t have 
have 
ice 10 


ble to 


1 ſuch 
lraim- 
and a 


CT, 


E 


SE CT. XLIX. 


Sour ACCOUNT OF IBZAN, ELON; an» ABDON. | 


2 after him Ibzan of Bethlehem 
judged Iſrael. 
And he had thirty ſons, and thirty daugh- 


ters, whom he ſent abroad, and took in 


thirty daughters from abroad for his ſons. 
And he judged Iſrael ſeven years. 

Then died Ibzan, and was buried at Beth- 
lehem. | 

And after him, Elon a Zebulonite judge 
liracl, and he judged Iſrael ten years. 

And Elon the Zebulonite died, and was 
buried in Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 

And after him, Abdon the ſon of Hillel a 
Pirathonite judged Iſrael. 

And he had forty ſons, and thirty nephews, 
that rode on threeſcore and ten aſs-colts : 
and he judged Iſrael eight years. 

And Abdon the fon of Hillel the Pira- 
thonite died, and was buried in Pirathon in 


the land of Ephraim, in the mount of the 
Amalekites. 


ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Ibzan ſeems to have lived to a good old age, as he 
ſaw all his family married before he was taken from 
them, which is what 1s to be, underſtood by Hit ſend. 


ing them abroad.” Tas A 

9 In Elon's time the Philiſtines began to make ex. MAN 

| curſions upon the borders of Canaan, SAMS 

: Abdon who ſucceeded him was famous for the N 

i number of his offspring, which were forty ſons and 

0 thirty grandſons, not. nephews. There is reaſon to a 

| ſuppoſe that he had conteſts with the Phiſiſtines; but the Lo! 

1 we do not find that there was any war or interna] com- the Phi 

i motions during the lives of theſe three laſt judges : the Fir 

It : ly intimi- A 

1 ſwords of Gideon and Jephthah had probably i F the £ 

| | dated their enemies, and the Iſraelites did not provoke the 1: 
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Tus ANGEL or THE LORD AaPPEARETH ro 
MANOAH AN D HISs WIFE— TRE BIRTH or 
SAMSON FORETOLD. 


ND the children of Iſrael did evil 
A again in the fight of the Loxp, and 
the LoxD delivered them into the hand of 
the Philiſtines forty years. | 

And there was a certain man of Zorah, 
of the family of the Danites, whoſe name 
was Manoah, and his wife had no children. 

And the angel of the Loxp appeared 
unto the woman, and ſaid unto her, Beware, 
| pray thee, drink not wine nor ſtrong tt 
and eat not any unclean thing. 

For lo, thou ſhalt bear a ſon, and no 
razor ſhall come on his head : for the child 
ſhall be a Nazarite to Gop to the day of 
his death: and he ſhall begin to deliver Iſ- 
nel from the Philiſtines. | 

Then the woman came and told her huſ- 
band, ſaying, A man of Gop came unta 
me, and his countenance was like the coun- | 
tenance 
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tenance of an angel of Gop, very terrible: 
but I aſked him not whence he was, neither 
told he me his name. 

Then Manoah intreated the . and 
ſaid, O my Lon p, let the man of Gop which 
thou didſt ſend, come again unto us, and 
teach us what we ſhall do unto the child 
that ſhall be born. | 

And Gop hearkened unto the voice of 
| Manoah ; and the angel of Gop came again 
unto the woman as ſhe ſat in the field: but 
Manoah her huſband was not with her. 

And the woman made haſte, and ran, and 
fhewed her huſband, and ſaid unto him, 
Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, 
that came unto me the other day. 

And Manoah aroſe, and went after his 


wife, and came to the man, and ſaid unto f 


him, Art thou the man that ſpakeſt unto tie 
woman? And he ſaid, I am. - 

And Manoah ſaid, Now let FY word) 
come to paſs : How ſhall we order the child 
and how ſhall we do unto him ? 

And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto Mt 
noah, Of all that I ſaid unto the woman, lt 
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All that I commanded her let her obſerve. 

And Manoah ſaid unto the angel of the 
Lozp, I pray thee, let us detain thee, until 
ve ſhall have made ready a kid for thee. 

And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto 
Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not 
cat of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a 


 burnt-offering, thou muſt offer it unto the 


Lokb: for Manoah knew not that he was 
an angel of the Lonp. 

And Manoah ſaid unto the angel of the 
Loxzp, What is thy name, that when thy 
ſayings come to paſs, we may do thee ho- 
nour ? | 

And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto him; 
Why aſkeſt thou thus after my name, ſeeing 
it is ſecret ? | 

So Manoah took a kid, with a meat-offer- © 
ing, and offered it upon a rock unto the 
Losp: and the angel did wondrouſly, and 
Manoah and his wife looked on. 

For it came to paſs, when the flame went 
up toward heaven from off the altar, that the 
angel of the Log p aſcended in the flame of 
and Manoah and his wife looked 
1 it, and tel] on their faces to the ground, 
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(But the angel of the Lord did no more 
appear to Manoah and to his wite.) Then 
Manoah knew that he was an angel of the 


LORD. 
And Manoah ſaid unto his wide, We ſhall 
| ſurely die, becauſe we have ſeen Gop. 


But his wife ſaid unto him, If the Lozxp 


were pleaſed to kill us, he would not have 
received a burnt-offering and a. meat-offer- 


ing at our hands, neither would he have 


ſhewed us all theſe things, nor would as at 
this time have told us ſuch things as theſe, 
And the woman bare a ſon, and called 
his name Samſon : and the child grew, and 
the Lok o bleſſed him. | 
And the Spirit of theLorD began to move 


him at times in the camp of Dan, between 
Zorah and Eſhtaol. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


The Philiſtines were deſcended partly from Caſluhim, 


and partly from Caphtorim, two ſons of Miſraim the 


ſon of Ham, They came originally from Egypt, and 
removed to the ſouthward of the land of Canaan. In 
proceſs of time they made inroads upon Canaan, and 
in Abraham's days had got poſſeſſion of ſome parts 


which lay along the Mediterranean ſea ; this tract of 
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re ground was divided into five principalities or little 
en kingdoms, called Gaza, Aſkalon, Aſhdod, Gath, and 
he Akron. =" 
The Philiſtines were a very warlike people, and in 
the days of Abraham and Iſaac a hoſpitable nation l 
all and being originally deſcended from a ſon of Noah, : 
they muſt at firſt have known the true Gov ;' but they 4 
RD became like other idolatrous nations, and then their 4 
arrogance and ambition were great, and their enmity . 
wy to Iſrael irreconcileable. The Iſraelites had received i 
25 no command to deſtroy the Philiſtines; on the con- y 
we. trary, they were left to prove this people, and were 1 
at at times extremely oppreſſive and vexatious, as you 
ſe. will find in the courſe of the hiſtory. . 
bd We may ſuppoſe that the Ifraclites now began to 
repent as formerly, when afflictions made them con- 
and ſider the cauſe of their calamity, and therefore it pleaſed 
Gor to raiſe up a perſon to begiz their deliverance, 
Ove It was the will of Gop that Samſon ſhould be a Na- 


een zarite from his birth. A Nazarite was one, who under 
the Jewiſh law vowed a vow of particular purity, and 
{parated himſelf in an extraordinary manner for the 
ſervice of Gp. During this time the perſon abfſtained 
irom wine and all ftrong liquors, did not cut his hair, 
nor come near a dead body: af.er the time of his ſe- 
paration was ended, he offered ſuch ſacrifices as the 


him, kay required, and returned to ſociety. 

| the. Manoah's wife having told him of the extraordinary 
5 vicon ſhe had ſeen, he was deſirous of obtaining direc- 
| * tions, by the ſame bleſſed means, reſpecting the education 
2 of the extraordinary child who was promiſed to them. 


d of Willing to ſhew his gratitude to ſo welcome and ho- 
ound | Q_2 nourable 
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nourable a meſſenger as this appeared to be, he offered 
to prepare ſome refreſhment for the angel, but was told 
he would act more properly in offering a burnt offer. 
ing; this circumſtance makes it appear probable, that 
this viſion was a token of Gop's PRESENCE. * And 
the angel's anſwer to Manoah's enquiries concerning 
his name agrees with this opinion, Why aſkeſt thou 
«© after my name, ſeeing it is ſecret (or wonderful). 
It is likely that the Lord teſtified his acceptance of the 
ſacrifice, by ſending fire to conſume it. Manoah felt 
immediate conviction that Gop had revealed himſelf as 
he had done to other choſen perſons, and was ſeized 
with the utmoſt apprehenſion that he ſhould not long 
ſurvive it. Manoah's wife had much more compoſure 
of mind, and expreſſed it with the utmoſt propriety. 
We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that as Manoah and his 
wife had entered into a covenant with the Loxo, in 
Samſon's name, they acquainted him as ſoon as he was 
capable of underſtanding them, with the conditions on 
which the Loxp had promiſed to give him extraordi- 
nary endowments, That he was to regard himſelf as 
a perſon choſen by Gop to begin to deliver Iſrael : that 
the /þ:r:t or power of the Lox D would always ai him 
in the work, provided he obſerved the rules required 
of him, that he might be diſtinguiſhed for the ſanctit) 


of his life, and ſo contribute by his example to the re · 


formation of that people he was born to deliver. 


* Biſhop Patrick. 
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 $SAMSON's MARRIAGE—K1tLETH A LION 


His RIDDLE—BETRA LED BY His WIFE 


KILLETH SOME of THE PHILISTINES, 


ND Samſon went down to Timnath, 


and ſaw a woman at Timnath of the 
daughters of the Philiſtines. 

And he came up and told his father and 
his mother, and ſaid, I have ſeen a woman in 
Timnath of the daughters of the Philiſtines: 
now therefore get her for me to wife. 


Then his father and his mother ſaid unto 


him, Is there never a woman among the 


daughters of thy brethren, or among all my 


people, that thou goeſt to take a wife of the 
uncircumciſed Philiſtines? and Samſon ſaid 
unto his father, Get her for me: for ſne 
pleaſeth me well. 

But his father and his mother knew not 
that it was of the LoxD, that he ſought an 
occaſion againſt the Philiſtines, for at that 
time the Philiſtines had dominion over Iſrael. 
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342 SAMSON“ S MARRIAGE, 


Then went Samſon down, and his father 
and his mother, to Timnath, and came to 
the vineyards of Timnath: and behold, a 
young lion roared againſt him. 

And the Spirit of the Loxp came mightily 
upon him, and he rent him as he would have 
rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: 
but he told not his father or his mother 
what he hath done. 

And he went down, and talked with the 


woman ; and ſhe pleaſed Samſon well; 


And after a time, he returned to take her, 
and he turned aſide to ſee: the carcaſe of the 


lion : and behold there was a ſwarm of bees, 
and honey in the carcaſe of the lion. 


And he took thereof in his hands, and 
went on eating, and came to his father and 
mother, and he gave them, and they did eat: 
but he told them not that he had taken the 
honey out of the carcaſe of the lion. 

So his father went down unto the woman, 
and Samſon made there a feaſt ; for ſo uſed 
the young men to do. 

And it came to paſs when they ſaw him, 


that they brought thirty companions to be 


with him. 
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And Samſon ſaid unto them, I will now 
put forth a riddle unto you: If ye can cer- 
tainly declare it me within the ſeven days 
of the feaſt, and find it out, then I will give 
you thirty ſheets, and thirty changes of gar- 
ments; | 

But if ye cannot declare it me, then ſhall 
ye give me thirty ſheets, and thirty changes 
of garments. And they ſaid unto him, Put 
forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. 

And he ſaid unto them, Out of the eater 
came forth meat, and out of the ſtrong came 
forth ſweetneſs. And they could not in 
three days expound the riddle. 

And it came to paſs on the ſeventh day, 
that they ſaid unto Samſon's wife, Entice 
thy huſband, that he may declare unto us 
the riddle, leſt we burn thee and thy father's 
houſe with fire; have ye called us to take 
that we have? is it not ſo. 

And Samſon's wife wept before him, and 
ſaid, Thou doſt but hate me, and loveſt me 
not: thou haſt put forth a riddle unto the chil- 
dren of my people, and haſt not told it me. 
And he ſaid unto her, Behold, I have not 
told it my father nor my mother, and ſhall I 


tell thee ? | 
Q 4 And 


344 


And ſhe wept before him the ſeven dars, 
while their feaſt laſted: and it came to paß 
on the ſeventh day that he told her, becauſ: 
ſhe lay fore upon him: and ſhe told the 
riddle to the children of her people. 

And the men of the city ſaid unto him on 
the ſeventh day before the ſun went down, 
What is ſweeter than honey ? and what i; 
ſtronger than a lion? and he ſaid unto them, 
If ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had 
not found out my riddle. 

And the Spirit of the Loxp came upon 
him, and he went down to Aſhkelon, and 
ſlew thirty men of them, and took their ſpoil 
and gave change of garments unto them 
which expounded the riddle. And his anger 
was kindled, and he went up to his father“ 


houſe. 


But Samſon's wife was given to his com- 
panion, whom he had uſed as his friend. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


It is moſt likely that when Samſon went to Tia. 
nath the Loxp inſpired him with a deſire of ſeeking 
| occaſion to try his ſtrength on the Philiſtines, but be 
ſuffered himſelf to be diverted from his purpoſe, 


SAMSON PROVOKED. 
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If the Philiſtines conſidered him as their profeſſed 
antagoniſt, their triumph muſt be great in beholding 
him drawn aſide from his purpoſe, and wiſhing to form 
an alliance with them; but Samſon's indiſeretion 
could not counteract the will of the Lord, who or- 
dained that this very marriage ſhould be a means of 
puniſhment to the Philiſtines : Samſon was therefore 
permitted to purſue his deſign, and his father and 
mother, indulgent to a faulty degree, gave way to his 
earneſt ſolicitations. | 

As he was on his way to Timnath, he flew a furiou 
wild beaſt-without the aſſiſtance of any weapon; this 
was an earneſt of the conqueſts he might expect to gain 
over the Philiſtines, by the aſſiſtance of the ſame divine 
power; and his finding honey in the carcaſe after- 
wards, might be intended as an aſſurance that his cou- 
rage thould not go unrewarded, | 

Samſon ſoon diſcovered, that there was little com- 
fort to be found in a match of this kind, for ſpies were 
ſet on him by the Philiſtines; at leaſt he conſidered the 
thirty young men whom they brought to the wedding in 
that light, which we may ſuppoſe made him very 
angry, and he ſought immediate occaſion of reſenting 
the affront, It was cuſtomary in thoſe days at feſtive 
entertainments, for the company to amuſe themſelves 
with propoſing. and explaining difficult queſtions ; 
damſon in compliance with this cuſtom gave his gueſts 
a riddle, promiſing gifts to thoſe who could ſolve it : 
indeed it was ſo ſtrange a one, that neither learning 
nor ingenuity could have diſcovered the meaning of it; 
but it anſwered the purpoſe of proving whether theſe at- 
tendants on the marriage were friends cr enemies, 

Qs Samſon's 


346 HIS WIFE'S TREACHERY, 


Samſon's wife proceeded with great artifice, but the 
event diſcovered her treachery, and he reſolved to be 
revenged: his wrath proved inſtrumental to the deſign 
of Gop reſpecting the deſtruction of the Philiſtines, 
and ſupernatural frength was granted to him. It muſt be 
owned, that Samſon did not act from a pious, but /lþ 
motive; but the SUPREME BEING can order the yn. 
ruly paſſions of men to be ſubſervient to his purpoſe, EAN 


and often does ſo, particularly in the puniſhment of the * 
wicked; for one ſinner, or nation of ſinners, is often 15 
FE 


made a ſcourge to another. 
Whether Samſon's wife was influenced by fear, or 
led by inclination, is difficult to determine; but we 
may ſuppoſe, that ſhe could promiſe herſelf no great B 
felicity with him after the trick ſhe had played hin; 


and it is likely her relations were averſe to her living ſon 1 
with him. Her conduct is not to be juſtified, but you I wil 
know ſhe was the daughter of a Philiſtine, one of But 
thoſe nations who practiſed all kinds of wickedneh, 4 
and educated their children according to their ot Ft 
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SAMSON's xRVEN OE AGAINST: THz PHILIS. 
TINES—BURNS THEIR CORN—SLaYs a THOU=- 
SAND WITH THE JAW-BONE. oF an ASS—SUur- 
ERS EXTREME T HIRST, 


UT it came to paſs within a while after, 

in the time of wheat harveſt, that Sam- 
ſon viſited his wife with a kid; and he ſaid, 
I will go in to my wife into the chamber. 
But her father would not ſuffer him to go in. 

And her father ſaid, I verily thought that 
thou hadſt utterly hated her: therefore E 
gave her to thy companion: is not her 
younger ſiſter fairer than ſhe? take her 1 
pray thee, inſtead of her. 

And Samſon ſaid concerning them, Now + 
ſhall I be more blameleſs than the Philiſtines, 
though I do them a diſpleaſure. 

And Samſon went and caught three Foun 
dred foxes, and took fire- brands and turned 
tail to tail, and put a fire- brand in the midſt 
between two tails. 

Q 6 And; 


SAMSON'S REVENGE. 

And when he had ſet the brands on fire, 
he let them go into the ſtanding corn of the 

Philiſtines, and burnt up both the ſhocks, 

and alſo the ſtanding corn, with the vine. 
yards and olives. 

Then the Philiſtines ſaid, Who hath done 
this? and they anſwered, Samſon the ſon-in- 
law of the Timnite, becauſe he had taken his 
wife, and given her to his companion. And 
the Philiſtines came up and burned her and 
her father with fire, 

And Samſon ſaid unto tha Though ye 
have done this, yet will I be avenged of you, 
and after that I will ceaſe. 

And he ſmote them hip and thigh with a 

And he went down and 
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great ſlaughter. 
dwelt in the top of the rock Etam. 

Then the Philiſtines went up and pitched 
in Judah, and ſpread themſelves in Lehi. 

And the men of Judah ſaid, Why are ye 

come up againſt us? and they anſwered, To 
bind Samſon are we come up, to do to hin 
as he hath done to us. ö 

Then three thotſand men of Judah vent 
to the top of the rock Etam, and ſaid t 
Samſon, Knoweſt thou not that the Philif- 
tines are rulers over us? what is this that 
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thou haſt done unto us? and he ſaid unto 
them, as they did unto me, ſo have I done 
unto them. „ 

And they ſaid unto him, We are come 
down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee 
into the hand of the Philiſtines. And Sam- 
ſon ſaid unto them, Swear unto me that ye 
will not fall upon me yourſelves. | 

And they ſpake unto him, ſaying, No: 
but we will bind thee faſt, and deliver thee 
into their hand : but ſurely we will not kill 


thee. And they bound him with two new 


cords, and brought him up from the rock, 

And when he came unto Lehi, the Phi- 
liſtines ſhouted againſt him: and the Spirit 
of the LoD came mightily upon him, and 
the cords that were upon his arms became as 
fax that 1s burnt with fire, and his bands 
looſed from off his hands. 

And he found a new jaw-bone of an aſs, 
and put forth his hand and took it, and flew 
a thouſand men therewith, _ 

And Samſon ſaid, with the jaw-bone of an 
als, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an aſs 
haveI lain a thouſand men. 

And it came to paſs when he had made 
an end of ſpeaking, that he caſt away the 

Jaw- 


r 


350 MIRACLE OF THE JAW-BONE, 


jaw-bone out of his hand, and called that 


place Ramath-lehi. 
And he was ſore athirſt, and called on the 


Lon p, and ſaid, Thou haſt given this great 


deliverance into the hand of thy ſervant, and 


now ſhall I die for thirſt, and fall into the 


hand of the uncircumciſed ? 

But Gop clave an hollow place that waz 
in the jaw, and there came water thereout; 
and when he had drunk, his ſpirit cane 


again, and he revived. Wherefore he calle 


the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in 
Lehi unto this day. 


And he judged Iſrael in the days of te 
Philiſtines twenty years. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It is moſt likely that Samſon did not know that his 
wife was given to another, and that his affection for 
her, which appears to have been great, again took 
place when his rage ſubſided; he therefore brought her 
a preſent of a kid as a token of reconciliation, which 
perhaps was a cuſtom i in ufe at that time on ſuch oc 
caſions. 

The method of revenge which Samſon made uſe af 
as expreſſed in our Bibles, is very difficult to account 
for, though ſome of the learned have endeavoured u 
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reconcile it by various arguments. An author well 
cilled in the Hebrew language ſays, that the word 
tranſlated foxes may be rendered wheat ſheaves; and 
then we eaſily ſuppoſe, that if Samſon and his attend- 
ants ſet a number of them on fire, the flames might 
communicate from place to place, and cauſe a general 
conflagration. There was however great barbarity in 
the action, which nothing could juſtify but a general 
commiſſion from Gop Himſelf, to uſe every means of 
annoying the Philiſtines ; particularly by deſtroying 
their corn, wine, and oil, as they were uathankful to 
the Lox D for thoſe bleſſings, and even devoted part of 
them to the honour of idols in their abominable rites. 

The treachery of Samſon's wife was ſoon puniſhed, 
for the Philiftines regarding her and her father as the 
occaſion of Samſon's enmity to them, burnt them to 
death : ſo that ſhe met with the very fate, to avoid 
which ſhe betrayed her huſband. This may be con- 
fidered as a remarkable inſtance of Gop's judgment 
on treachery and deceit, and ſhould be a warning to us 
not to be guilty of any unlawful practices, leſt they 
bring down miſchief on our heads, 

Samſon ſeems to have underſtood that the Philiſtines 
meant to ſoften his reſentment by this act, but he aſ- 
ſumed the character which properly belonged to him of 
the inſtrument of divine vengeance againſt them, and. 
made a deſperate attack on them; when he had done, 
he retired to a place where he waited to ſee how they 
would conduct themſelves in future; and you find that 
they ſoon collected together a formidable body of men 
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332 FOLLY OF JUDAH. 


in order to intimidate the men of Judah, that they 


might be induced through fear to deliver Samſon into 
their hands; which they tamely agreed to do, not de. 
pending at all on the promiſes of Gop, that he ſhould 


begin to deliver them from theſe cruel oppreſſors, though 


they knew that Samſon had already performed action, 


which human frength unleſs miraculouſly aſſiſted by 
Gov, could not poſlibly effect. One would ſuppoſe, 


that having ſuch a valiant man as Samſon to command 
them, they would have gladly embraced the opporty. 
nity which offered to ſhake off the Philiſtine yoke ; but 


they had debaſed themſelves to ſuch a degree with 


their idolatrous practices, that they appear to have had 
no courage left, and were diſpirited and ſunk to the 


moſt abje& meanneſs; fond of ſervitude, contented to 


pay tribute to the Philiſtines, and ſubmit to any indigni. 
ty rather than make an effort to recover their liberty, 
Samſon ſuffered himſelf to be bound, and his in- 
fatuated countrymen blind to their own intereſt, gave 
up their champion into the hands of the Philiſtines, 


who without doubt received this mighty captive with 


tranſports of joy; exulting in their own ſafety, and the 
hopes of revenge for the injuries they had ſuſtained 
from his hand. Their ſecurity however was of ſhort 
duration, for it pleaſed the LoRD to frengthen him to 
ſuch an extraordinary degree, that his bands were 
broken with the firſt ſtraggle, and the Philiſtines once 
more beheld their formidable enemy at liberty ; fired 
with rage at the indignities offered to himſelf, and 


_ urged by the divine impulſe to deſtroy the worlhippen 


of Pagon, that mock Deity which they had exalted i 
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/:ving Gov, Samſon had neither ſword to attack 
them, nor a ſhield to defend himſelf, and ſtood alone, 
oppoſed to thouſands ; yet, avith 1he jaw-bone of an 
« of he flew a thouſand men :- this may be thought very 
improbable, but we muſt conſider, that though Sam- 
ſan in many inſtances was extremely faulty, it appears 
that he did not forſake the worſhip of Goo, and join 
with idolators, but obſerved the divine command in 
relpe&t to abſlaining from wine, and in ſuffering his 
hair to grow; therefore he was, by theſe marks, diſ- 
tinguiſhed as the ſervant of Gop in reſpect to the de- 
ſtruction of the Philiſtines ; and had reaſon to expect the 
aid of the Lox Dp whenever he attacked them; ſo that 
we need no longer wonder, that his enemies, however 
numerous, lay dead at his feet. | 
damſon ſeems to have been greatly elevated wi 

this victory, and boa/ted of his mighty deeds, forgetful 
of the hand of the Lox p, to which he ought to have im- 
puted them ; but was ſoon reminded of his own natural 
infrmity, for he ſuffered the moſt extreme thirſt, which 
humbled his ſpirit, ſo that he thankfully acknowledged 
the goodneſs of God, and intreated the Lox» to com- 
palonate his preſent ſufferings : his prayer was heard, 
and a miracle wrought to relieve him, for water ſud- 
denly ſprang from a rock. . 

It is faid juſt before, that Samſon by way of memo- 
ral, named the place where he ſlew the Philiſtines Ra- 
meth Lebi *, which means the caſting away of the ja au- 
bone, Some learned men are therefore of opinion, f that 
inſtead of tranſlating the paſſage, «© Gop clave an hol- 


+ Stackhouſe on the Bible, and 


* Clarke": * Annotations. 


Elay for a new Tranſlation, 


« [ww 


1 - —— —. 
— . — gs. 04 


— 


„ — * 2 
_ 8 n — 2 — — — ee RO — — 
N * — . — vi — IE — —„—-¾̈ — — — 3 — _ — — —— — 
= a — — 2 — —g 2 — — gs — — — _ — 
_ * 70 2 ; i | = = = 
* s 1 4 „ . 2 5 8 — —— — on bandit wow. — PP . — — 
4 « » — q — 4 & a > 7 — — . — — yes — 
8 1 * , . =P 4 * 25 — — — — 47 — — — — — — * —_ —— DOTPy — d ons — — 5 4 — > _— 
5 0 b _ — PS ad Ga ＋ — >>. * 7 IR 4 - ec. has IDC & pd nen en 2 r — - — 8 - ND — ; _ 8 6 ere a — . = - = — - : 
2 nn YT: 2 3 "IE N D CHESS — — — 8 N — — . 
2 N mw — 5 — — RT — —— — — — — r — Wn Pen pn — — — ——ͤ̃ —ͤ—ñ— — + $A p — — = 
* TT — SIE _— —— - = - — - . — x — pay A 9” 4h —— — 
2 . —_—_ r 8 hos 1 . 2 — 7 TTT — -2 tr Roar IT. 5. win a 85 IS EE > FOES 9 aJ 8 he r 5 f 2 2 I 
— 7 2 2 4 - þ ln = * —— . . W 3s 2 TT 8 IR * as ES: — =; 4 a 1 x 0 - 5 2 = 2 "INTO ts 8 5 . 
- 0 e . * 2 N © ns 8 — © oc FS. roar NE reparation % RE Fo HEE Ag eos 22:2: EI oth. Cones nd — 
5 — > — — — e — 
: Y — . 2 — — 2 — = 
— es eo” I. Dh — — — —— ng — 2 — 2 
— 7 — p — 
— 4 _ = — — — — 


ERS 
— 


—8 


r 
JE 


— —— > — 
——— = 


44 
— 


— _ — 
n 


* 


4 £ $3 > 
' ; 2 1 * . N monk god * 5 : RY — 2 — — * 2 .-* þ 
1 L - - — — — 2 — — X — p —— od ——— OP" ak 2 — —— — - —— — — — 
— Se -- a go — —— = — - — 1 —_ — 2 —_ —— _ - p « : ; 7 F if " * 
ö E 8 Pr Row — 9 c > * * e 22 = Oe aye ue — * oy 1 — — — = Sms. D 2 m_— EE 5 — — = — - 
W 2 e . He a ne — — DIS In" — ns — SID — —— 25. < 5 — NS; ——— — : SIRE — — pf 
1 — 2 5 — — ——— en — — — — — — — — _ > — — oe ceo —— — — — — — — — 2 — — — man, meme erntt — — — 
— — — — wy — — —— — — — — ä — — — 2323 — ron _— — — 
K * — — 


354 FOUNTAIN OF THE Jay. 


* loa place that was in the jaw,” it Ought to be a 
hollow place that was in LEHI; and this conſtrudtion 
ſeems to be confirmed, by the words which follow af 
Samſon's recovery is mentioned; that he called the 
name thereof Er-4ahkore, or the awell of him that erich 
ewhich is in Lehi unto this day; (that is to ſay, the tine SAMS 
when the hiſtory was written); now the jawv-bone woll —D! 
ſcarcely have remained ſo long; beſides, the teſtimony TIN 
of many travellers, that a fountain remains in the n NER 
% /pot which is ſuppoſed to be Lehi, that beari th 
«© name of the fountain of the jaw,” ftrongly tends y T 
confirm this opinion. | 
I have been particularly explicit on this part do is con 
Samſon's hiſtory, my dear, becauſe it is very lik in. ane 
that you may on ſome occaſions mix with the gay ul i | 
thoughtleſs, who frequently ridicule the hiſtories x. N 10 
corded in holy writ, becauſe they relate things ou laying, 
of the common courſe of nature. I hope you wil ſhall k 
know better than to join in ſuch impious jeſts ; but And 
is neceſſary that you ſhould be well informed, that a . ig 
may be furniſhed with reaſons to prevent your pi of th 
ciples being ſhaken. Do not however pretend to Us | _ 
pute on religious topics, for that requires more know with fl 
ledge than can poflibly fall to the ſhare of young his ſhe 
ſons ; but avoid as much as poſſible the /octeey of Scar top of 
FERS, Who are blind to their own intereſt, and the nd Aue 
dangerous of all companions. loved ; 
name 1 
And 
unto he 
lee wh 


It is ſaid that Samſon 7udged Iſrael twenty yean;l 
which is underſtood, that he fought againſt the Ph 
| liſtines, their great oppreſſors; and perhaps, after l 
amazing atchievements the Iſraelites paid him rept 


and gave him authority, 
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SAMSON CARRIES away THe GATES or GAZA 
—DELILAH BEeTRAYs HIM To: THE PHILIS- 
TINES—THiY PUT OUT HIS ETES— THE MAN- 


in the cin NER OF HIS DEATH. 


bears th 


HOES HEN went Samſon to Gaza: and it 


was told the Gazites, ſaying, Samſon 


s pan ais come hither. And they compaſſed him 
ry 1 in, and laid wait for him all night in the 
e gay u , | Son | a 

geringste of the city, and were quiet all the night, 


hings u ſaying, In the morning when it is day we 


ſhall kill him. 


you mil | 
bs; bly And Samſon lay till midnight, and aroſe 
2 at midnight, and took the doors of the gate 


of the city, and the two poſts, and went away 
with them, bar and all, and put them upon 
his ſhoulders, and carried them up to the 
top of an hill that is before Hebron. 

And it came to paſs afterward, that he 
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whoſe 
name was Delilah. | 

And the lords of the Philiſtines came up 
unto her, and ſaid unto her, Entice him, and 
ſee wherein his great ſtrength lieth, and by 
| what 
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what means we may prevail againſt him, thy MW Delilal 
we may bind him to afflict him: and we wil bound hi 
give thee every one of us eleven hundred The Phil 
pieces of ſilver. there wer, 

And Delilah ſaid to Samſon, Tell me, er. An 
pray thee, wherein thy great ſtrength lieth He a thr 
and wherewith thou mighteſt be bound oy 4nd D 


thou haſt 
e where 
he ſaid un 
ocks of m 


afflict thee. | 

And Samſon ſaid unto her, If they bind me 

with ſeven green withs that were never dried, 
then ſhall I be weak and be as another man, 


Then the lords of the Philiſtines brought And ſhe 
up to her ſeven green withs which had not nto him, 
been dried, and ſhe bound him with them. Nanſon. 

Now there were men lying in wait, abiding nd vent : 
with her in the chamber. And ſhe ſaid unt t the w 

him, The Philiſtines be upon thee, Samſon. Wi +24 he 
And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow, love 
is broken when it toucheth the fire, So his"; thou | 
ſtrength was not known. nd haſt | 

And Delilah ſaid unto Cation, Behold ]MMvcngth lie 
thou haſt mocked me, and told me hes: 454 it 
now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou daily; 

| mighteſt be bound. that his! 
And he ſaid unto her, If they bind mel That he 
faſt with new ropes that never were occupied," ber, I 
une head 


then ſhall I be weak, and be as another man. 
| Delilah 
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cha Delilah therefore took new ropes, and 
wilMbound him therewith, and ſaid unto him, 
drei be Philiſtines be upon thee, Samſon. And 
there were liers in wait abiding in the cham- 
ber. And he brake them from off his arms 
like a thread. 

And Delilah ſaid unto 9 Hitherto 
thou haſt mocked me, and told me lies; tell 
e wherewith thou mighteſt be bound. And 
te ſaid unto her, If thou weaveſt the ſeven 
ocks of my head with the web. 


be,! 
eth, 
d to 


d me 
ried, 


Nan, 
ught And ſhe faſtened it with a pin, and ſaid 
not to him, The Philiſtines be upon thee, 


damſon. And he awaked out of his ſleep, 


m. 
ding nd went away with the pin of the beam and 
untolith the web. 

nſon. And ſhe ſaid unto him, Flow canſt thou 


ly, 1 love thee, when thine heart is not with 
ne; thou haſt mocked me theſe three times, 
nd haſt not told me wherein thy great 
rength lieth. 

And it came to paſs, when ſhe preſſed 
Im daily with her words, and urged him, 
) that his ſoul was vexed unto death: 

That he told her all his heart, and ſaid 
to her, There hath not come a razor upon 
ine head; for I have been a Nazarite 
7 unto 


F tow 
0 his 


ehold 
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d me 


Samſon. 
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unto Gop from my birth: if I be ſhaven, 


then my ſtrength will go from me, and 1 


ſhall become. weak, and be like any other 
man. | 

And when Delilah ſaw that he had told 
her all his heart, ſhe ſent and called for the 
lords of the Philiſtines, ſaying, Come up 
this once; for he hath ſhewed me all his 
heart. Then the lords of the Philiſtines 
came up unto her and brought money in 
their hand. 

And ſhe made him ſleep upon her knees: 
and ſhe called for a man, and ſhe cauſed 


him to ſhave off the ſeven locks of his head; 


and ſhe began to afflict him, and his ſtrength 
went from him. | 


And ſhe ſaid, the Philiſtines be upon thee, 


and ſaid, I will go out as at other times be- 
fore, and ſhake myſelf. And he wiſt not that 
the Loxp was departed from him. 

But the Philiſtines took him, and put out 
his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, 
and bound him with fetters of braſs; and he 
did grind in the priſon houſe. 

Howbeit, the hair of his head began to 
grow again, after he was ſhaven, 

- 5 1 


And he awoke out of his ſleep, 
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Then the lords of the Philiſtines gathered 
them together, for to offer a great ſacrifice: 
unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice : for 
they ſaid, Our god hath delivered Samſon 
our enemy into our hand. 

And when the people ſaw him, they praiſed 
their god : for they ſaid, Our god hath de- 
livered iato our hands our enemy and the 
deſtroyer of our country, which flew many 
of us. 

And it came to paſs, when their hearts 
were merry that they ſaid, Call for Samſon, 
that he may make us ſport. And they called 
ſor Samſon out of the priſon-houſe, and he 
made them ſport. ' And they ſet him be- 
tween the pillars. 

And Samſon ſaid unto the lad ct held 
him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel 
the pillars whereupon the houſe ſtandeth, 
that I may lean upon them. 

LD the houſe was full of men and wo- 

n: and all the Jords of the Philiſtines 
were there: and there were upon the roof 
about three thouſand men and women, that 
beheld while Samſon made f port. 

And Samſon called on the Loxp, and ſaid, 
0 Loxp Gop, remember me, I pray thee, - 

and 
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and ſtrengthen me, I pray thee, only this 


once, O God, that I may be at once avenged 
of the Philiſtines for my two eyes. 

And Samſon took hold of the two middle 
pillars upon which the houſe ſtood, and on 
which it was borne up, of the one with his 
right hand, and of the other with his left. 

And Samſon ſaid, Let me die with the 
Philiſtines : and he bowed himſelf with all 


his might; and the houſe fell upon the lords, 


and upon all the people that were therein, 
So the dead which he ſlew at his death, were 
more than they which he ſlew in his life. 
Then his brethren, and all the houſe of 
his father, came down and took him, and 
brought him up, and buried him between 
Zorah and Eſhtaol, in the burying-place of 
Manoah his father. And he judged Iſrael 


twenty years. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


Perhaps it was in defiance of the Philiſtines, that 
Samſon went to a city belonging to them. How be 
was apprized of their ſcheme to ſurprize him ſuddenly, 
is not mentioned; but it is likely, that feeling the Spirit 
of the Los D was upon him, he underſtood from thi 


circumſtance that the Philiſtines were about to attack 
| him; 
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him; he therefore aroſe in the night, to their great 


confuſion and amazement, took the city gates, which 
probably were well faſtened to prevent his eſcape, and 
carried them, with all their ponderous appurtenances, 
to the top of a hill Which was at ſeveral miles diftance. 

Had Samſon made proper uſe of the extraordinary 
frength with which Gop was pleaſed to endue him, 
what a ſhining character would. he have been: but he 
certainly acted in a very inconſiſtent manner, for he 
ought to have made it the principal bufineſs of his life, 


do effect the deliverance of Iſrael; but he ſeems to have 


given himſelf very little concern about it, and therefore 
gained no great honour by his victories, becauſe he had 
generally a view to the gratification of anger and re- 
venge on his own private account. The -Philiſtines 
neither ſought; nor deſired the protection of divine 
providence, therefore could not complain of injuſtice in 
Cob, for giving ſucceſs to Samſon; neither could 
Samſon ſuppoſe that the Loxy ſtrengthened him in 
that wonderful manner, merely to enable him to avenge 
himſelf of his enemies; but muſt; when he reflected on 
the numbers he had flain, perceive” that he had been 
employed as the champion of Iſrael, though no thanks 
vere due to him for the ſervices which be rendered, 
but to the Lon D on. 153000961095 eee 
It was an inexcuſable fault f in Gamidit, repeatedly to 
orm connections with the Philiſtine women, who were 
ery likely to exert their influence over him in favour 
f their own country. It is probable that Delilah was 
a mercenary wretch, who lived with him with intereſted 
iews, at leaſt it is certain that ſhe could not reſiſt a 
ribe : how ſtrange it appears, that Samſon ſhould not 
Vor. II. R be 
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be better guarded againſt. her artifices, than (with 4 
weakneſs of mind which wilt ever difgtace his name) 
to ſuffer the important ſeeret to be drawn from hin, 
You muſt not ſuppoſe, my dear, that the narurul qualiy 
of Samſon's Sar differed from other men's, but his re. 
maining a Naexerite, under covenant with Gos, 0 
which his hair was a token, made it impeſfibli for the 
Philiſtines to ſubdue him; becauſe. the Lond hal 
promiſed, that whilſt he HH ai⁰ẽL from wene, and it 
20 razor come em bis bond, he ſhould on all occafow 
be A fte by the power of the Lok in order to cos. 
quer them: but you muſt remember, my dear, thi 


divine aſſiſtance was not given to Samſon as @ rewan 


for his own morit, but for the puniſhment of the Phi 


 diflines, and the deliverance of Ifrael; though his be 


ing choſen, by the Log, for this purpoſe, gave him op 
portunities of ſhewing his fuitb as Joſhua did; which i 
he had availed himſelf of, he would have eſcaped the 
dreadful misfortunes wherein he was involved. 
You find from his diſcourſe with Delilah, that Sam 
fon under tand that his extraordinary ſtrength was nd 
inherent in kim, but would be taken away, if he brok: 
the covenant with God: no excuſe therefore can tt 
made for him; nor can we wonder that he was leſt u 
the unhappy conſequences of his folly and wickednel, 
as he rather choſe io pleaſe an abandoned woman, that 
to be the diſtinguiſhed ſervant of the Lox b. 
What mortifying reflections muſt ariſe in the mind 
of Samſon, when he felt that his ſtrength was gon 


from him! And what agonies muſt tear his wretchaſ 


boſom, when he ſuffered the cruelties inflifted by tit 
enraged Philiſtines! He now found himſelf a miſcrabl 
1 | | capt 
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captive, in the hands of enemies who had ſuffered ſo 
much from him that he could expect no mercy. He 
was deprived of his eyes, bound with ſetters of brafs, 
condemned to the moſt ſervile of all employments; and 
ſubje& to continual inſult and deriſton. This without 
0D, of BY doubt humbled" his very foul; and his conſcience ae- 
for the BW knowledged that the puniſhment was juſtly inflicted, 
b hal BY for lighting the gift of Gov. Then we may ſuppoſe 
and A he uttered the bittereſt ſighs and groans, repented with 
:cakou WY the utmoſt contrition, implored the pardon of 'Gov, 
0 _ and the renewal of the covenant, and reſolved never 
rs tu more to part with one /acred hair, but to devote himfelf 
rewen Bl entirely to Gov ; though he deſpaired of future op- 
he Pl portunities, and could only regret with unavailing 
his be anguiſh the loſs of thoſe which were paſt. — - 
um op The Philiſtines might well rejoice in their advantage, 
vhich ü fr who would have ſuppoſed that in this abject con- 
ped the BY dition Samſon would ever hive been able to do them 
ay miſchief? They were therefore not contented with 
at dam exulting over him, but extended their impi6us deriſion 
Was na ro the Go of Iſrael, deſpiſing his Almighty ebert, 
e broke WW and extolling a vain idol called Dagon, à god 
can of their own making, to whom they paid that ado- 
s left og ration which was due to the Supreme Being; to 
cednel f kim they aſcribed their ſucceſs, and aſſembled to per- 
n, thut orm their prophane rites; and that their triumph | 
might be compleat, ſent for their poor afflicted cap- 
tive, to divert themſelves with his miſery, They knew 
not that Gop had accepted Samſon's repentance, and 
as a proof of it had re/torid"the appointed token, cauſ- 
ing his hair to grow ſuddenly, and that he now came 
"ona a fixed reſolution to obey the divine impulſe, 
R 2 even 
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even at the hazard of his life: they therefore led hin 
into their temple, intending it is likely, to end ther 
barbarities, by ſlaying and Waring him as a victim to 
their abominable idol. 0 
We may naturally ſuppoſe, chat 1 as a nat 
could not help feeling great reſentment for the injuriz 
he had ſuffered; and as mankind were not under, the 
. glorious diſpenſation of chriſtianity, which alone teache 
, univerſal charity and forgiveneſs of enemies, we mul 
not haſtily condemn him, for being deſirous of revenge 
for the loſs of his eyes: there i is great reaſon, to ſup- 


poſe, he. moreover. wiſhed to maintain the honour of 


Gov, and felt the utmoſt degree of uneaſineſs in an al. 
ſembly of idolaters; he therefore prayed to the Lon 


to ſtrengthen him once more, and feeling that his prayer 


was anſwered, requeſted to be led to the pillars that 
ſupported the roof, willing to die with the Philiſtines, 


rather than they ſhould inſult his Gop with impunity; 


hoping that the Lox D would accept his own liſe as ar 
atonement for his former diſobedience, ſince he was er. 
cluded from a poſſibility of ring thoſe ſacrifices, which 
the law of. Moſes required for the expiation of fin. Sam. 
ſon therefore firmly graſped the pillars, and bowing 
his head, in adoration of the Living Gop, and hum 
ble reſignation to the divine will, which had ordained 
him to puniſh the Philiſtines, he exerted the laſt effort 
of his ſtrength in the duty required of him, and flew 
more at his death than he had ever done at one time il 
his moſt proſperous days. 

I hope, my dear, you comprehend the ena 
have made on the different parts of this hiſtory : if you 
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ſome little time hence; but I perſuade myſelf you are 
already capable of underſtanding, that though Samſon 
was in many reſpects beyond our imitation, and therefore 
it would be ridiculous for any man to attempt to ſlay 
a thouſand with the jaw-bone of an aſs, and carry 
huge gates loaded with iron upon his ſhoulders, yet 
the relation of Samſon's performing ſuch wonders, is 
not at all incredible; becauſe it is accounted. for, hy 
our being told that he Spirit of the LorD. came upon 
lin. I ſhall in a proper place inform you, how far we 
chriſtians are under the influence of the /ame Spirit; 
and that we muſt not expect to be enabled to perform 
miracles, becauſe the preſent ſtate of the warld does not 
Let us however be warned by Samſon? $ 
xample, not to deſpiſe the gifts which are beſtowed on | 


us, but whether we have frengtb, auiſabm, richer, or 


ever, let us employ them 70 * bars extent: in the 


ſervice of Gop. 
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Ter Ursror or SAMUEL HEAN NAH“ 
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run LORD—HANNAH's TaANKSOGIVIN OG. 


. / 
HERE was a certain man of Rama- 
thaim-zophim, and his name wa 
Elkanah, and he had two wives; the 
name of the one was Hannah, and the name 


of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had | 


children, but Hannah had no children. 

And this man went up out of his city 
yearly, to worſhip and to ſacrifice unto the 
LoxDp of hoſts in Shiloh. And the two ſons 
of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the prieſts of 
the Loxp were there. 

And when the time was that Elkanah of- 
fered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to 


all her ſons and her daughters, portions. 


But unto Hannah he gave a worthy por- 
tion, for he loved Hannah. | 
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But Peninnah provoked her fore to make 
her fret, becauſe the Lon had not given her 
children. 

And as he did ſo year by ene 
went up to the houſe. of the Loxp; ſo ſhe 
provoked her : therefore ſhe _ and * 

Hs BY not eat. 

7 Then ſaid Elkanah ber A to 1 
. Hannah, why weepeſt thou? and why. 
eateſt thou not? and why is thy heart 
orieved ? am not I . to thee * ten. 
ſons ? 

So Hannah e up Aster 3 Bad eaten 
in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. . Now 
Eli the prieſt ſat upon a feat by a poſt of the 
temple of the LozD. | | 

And ſhe was ih bie of ſoul, nd 
prayed unto the Dok and wept ſore. 

And ſhe vowed a vow, and ſaid, O LorD: 
of hoſts, If thou wilt indeed look on the af- 
fiction of thine handmaid, and remember 
me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt 
to give unto thine handmaid a man child, then 

will give him unto the Loxp all the days 

- of his life, and there ſhall no razor come 
upon his head. ; NY 
ut | R 4. And: 


E LI'Ss REPRO Of. 
And it came to paſs as ſhe continued 


368 


pray ing before the Lond, that Eli marked 


her mouth. 

Now Hannah, ſhe ſpake 1 in her has, only 
hat lips moved, but her voice was not heard: 
therefore Eli thought ſhe had been drunken. 

And Eli faid unto her, How long wilt 
thou be drunken ? 5 away thy wine from 
thee. | 

And Hannah ed and aid, No, my 
105d, I am a woman of a ſorrowful ſpirit: I 
have drank neither wine nor ſtrong drink, 
but have Poured out my ſoul before the 
Lon. 781. | 


Count not thine handmaid for a daughter 


of Belial: for out of the abundance of my 
complaint and grief have I ſpoken hitherto, 
Then Eli anſwered and ſaid, Go in peace: 
and the Gop of Iſrael grant thee thy peti- 
tion that thou haſt aſked of him. 
And ſhe ſaid, Let thine handmaid find 


grace in thy ſight. So the woman went her 


way, and did eat, and her countenance was 
no more ſad. | 
And they aroſe in the morning. bs and 


worſhipped before the Logp, and returned 
t0 
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to their own houſe to Ramah : and the 
LoxpD remembered Hannah. 

Wherefore it came to paſs that ſhe 18 2 
ſon, and called his name Samuel, ſaying, 
Becauſe I have aſked him of the Lord. 

And the man Elkanah, and all his houſe, 
went up to offer unto the Loxp the yeprly 
ſacrifice, and his vow. 

But Hannah went not up: "a ſhe aid 
unto her huſband, I will not go up until the 
child be weaned, and then I will bring him, 
that he may appear before the Load, ang 
there abide for ve. 

And Elkanah her huſband ſaid unto * 
Do what ſeemeth thee good; tarry until 
thou have weaned him; only the Lorp 
eſtabliſh his word. So the woman abode, 
and gave her ſon ſuck until ſhe weaned 
him. | ri SE BY. 
And when ſhe had weaned him, ſhe took 
bim up with her, with three bullocks, and 
one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and 


| brought him unto the houſe of the Loxp in 


Shiloh. And the child was young. 
And they flew a bullock, and brought the 
child to Eli. 7; 


R 5 5 And 


357409 HANNAH'S THANKSGIVING. 
And ſhe ſaid, O my lord, as thy ſoul 
liveth, my lord, I am the woman that ſtood 
by thee here, praying unto the Lord. 

For this child I prayed: and the Lox 
hath given me my petition which- I aſked 
of him. 

Therefore alſo I have lent him to the 
LoxD as long as he liveth ; he ſhall be lent 
to the Loxp. And he worſhipped the Loxo 
there. ; | 

And Hannah prayed and ſaid, My heart 
rejoiceth in the Loxp, mine horn is Exalted 
in the Loxp, my mouth is enlarged over 
mine enemies; becauſe I rejoice in thy fal- 
vation 

There is none holy as the LoRD: for there 
is none beſide thee: neither is there any 
rock like our Gov. | 

Talk no more ſo exceeding proudly; let 
not arrogance come out of your mouth: for 
the Lonxp is a Gop of knowledge, and by 
him actions are weighed. | 

The Lonxp killeth and maketh alive: he 
bringeth down to __ Wart _ ny 
eth up. 

The Lorp maketh poor, and maketh rich! 


| he bringeth low, and lifieth up. EL 
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S AMUE L's MINTSTR'Y: 371. 
He raiſeth up the Poor out of the duſt, 
and lifterh up the beggar from the dunghill, 
to ſet them among princes, and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory: for the 
pillars of the earth are the Lorv's, and he 
hath ſet the world upon them. 
And Elkanah went to Ramah to his houſe: 
and the child did miniſter unto the ITY 
before Eli the * 


ANNOTATIONS ann REFLECTIONS.. 


Elkanah the father of Samuel was * birth a nh | 
deſcended from. Kohath the ſecond ſon of Levi: 
ſeems he did not attend the ſervice. of 4 Y 
but lived privately in the country ; however, he was a 
perſon of remarkable piety, for he not only obeyed the 
divine command of going to preſent 47n/elf three times 
in a year before the Lioxp, but took his N with 
tum to Shiloh. 

Unfortunately for Elkanah he had * two 
wives, and the diſſenſion between them was the occaſion 1 
of great uneaſineſs to him. | 

Hannah was a woman of a meek and pious temper, 
but the circumſtance of her having no children made 
her extremely unhappy, as ſhe feared it was a mark of 
Gop's diſpleaſure; and the continual triumphs. of her 
rival greatly aggravated her diſtreſs, ſo that ſhe fell into 
a ſtate of 8 Her huſband's kind remon- 

R 6 ſtrances 


372 SAMUEL'S EARLY PIETY. 


ſtrances however, brought her to a ſenſe of her duty, 
and ſhe reſolved to apply to Gop for comfort and 
relief. 

Hannah's: vikarther's on this occaſion; affords an ex. 
cellent example to all perſons who are under affliction; 
and ſhews, that there is no remedy for grief, like fer. 
vent humble prayer; for you read, that avhen oe had 
«« poured forth her foul to the Lox p, her countenance was 
«« no longer ſad.” The ſucceſs of her petition furniſhes 
us with a convincing proof, that Gon lends a gracious 
ear even to prayers which are offered for particular 
Bleſſings, if it is confiſtent with his wiſdom and ow 
neſs to grant them. 

Hannah you find punctually performed wil vow, 
and offered up the moſt thankful acknowledgments: 
in this inſtance, her behaviour is deſerving of our imi- 
tation; for we ought, when proſperity returns, to re- 
member thoſe pious reſolutions which we formed whilſ 
we were in diſtreſs. 0 4 
It is ſaid that Samuel e unto the 0 * 
he was then but three years old; his mother muſt} hare 
taken uncommon pains, to be able to ſow the ſeeds of 
piety ſo early; and you find by his ſubſequent conduct, 
that they were never rooted out. I hope, my dear, 
he good inſtructions which it is my pleaſure, to giye 
you, will have the ſame happy influepce on your future 
life. Let your RELIGION be the laff thing vou part 
with, for you will find it is your moſt waſuable Pe 
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Tux HisToRY or SAMUEL continusp—Tar 
Six or ELI's Sons=—SAMUEL's | MiNIST RX 
A PROPHECY AGAINST ELI's Houss, + + 


OW the ſons of Eli were e ſors of Be- 
lial; they knew not the Loßp. 

And the prieſt's cuſtom with the people 
was, that when any man offered ſacrifice the 
prieſt's ſervant came, while the fleſh was in 
ſeething, with a, fleſh-hook of three teeth in 
bis hand; 

And he ſtruck. it into the pan or kettle, 
or caldron, or pot: all that the fleſh-hook 
brought up the prieſt took for himſelf. So 
they did in Shiloh unto all the Iſraelites that 
came thither. 

Alſo before they n the fat, 95 
prieſt's ſervant came, and ſaid to the man 


that ſacrificed, Give fleſh to roaſt for the 


prieſt; for he will. not have ſodden fleſh of 
thee, but! raw. wr 
* 


| 


374 SIN OF EL1'Ss SONS. 
And if any man faid unto him, Let them 
not fail to burn the fat preſently, and then 
take as much as thy foul defireth : 
would anſwer him, Nay ; but thou ſhalt give 
it me now: and if not, I will take it by 
force. ..... 

Wherefore the ſin of the young men was 
very great before the Lon po: for men ab- 
horred the offering of the Loxp. 

But Samuel miniſtered before the Loxy, 
being a child, girded with a linen ephod, 

Moreover his mother made him a little 


coat, and brought it to him from year to 
year, when ſhe came up with her Huſband to 


offer the yearly ſacrifice. 


And Eli bleſſed Elkanah and his wiſe, 
and they went unto: their own houſe, and 
the Lokp bleſſed Hannah ſo that ſhe had 
And the 


three ſons and two daughters. 

child Samuel grew before the Loxp. 
Now Eli was very old, and heard all that 

his ſons did unto Iſrael; and he ſaid unto 


them, Why do ye ſuch things, for I hear of 


your dealings by all this people. | 


Nay, my ſons: for it is no good repon 


that I hear: ye make the LOSE People to 
tr anſgreſs. : 
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A PROPHET SENT TO ELI. 355 

If one man fin againſt another, the judge 
hall judge him: but if a man ſin againſt the 
Lok, who ſhall intreat for him? notwith- 
ſtanding, they hearkened not unto the voice 
of their father, becauſe the Lorp would flay 
them. 

And the child n grew on, and was 
in favour both with the Loxp, and alſo with 
me. ; 
And there came a man. of Gov unto Eli, 
and ſaid unto him, Thus faith the Lok, 


Did I plainly appear unto the houſe of thy | 


father, when they were in 985 in Pharaoh's 


| houſe ? 


And did I chooſe him out of all the tribes 
of Iſrael to be my prieſt, to offer upon mine 
altar, to burn incenſe, to wear an ephod be- 
fore me ? and did I give unto the houſe of 
thy father all the offerings made by fire of 
the children of Iſrael; 

Wherefore kick ye at my ſacrifice and at 
mine offering, which I have commanded in 
my habitation, and honoureſt thy ſons above 


me, to make yourſelves fat with the choiceſt 


of all the offerings of Iſrael my people ? 
Wherefore the Loxp Gop of Iſrael ſaith, 
[ ſaid indeed, that thy houſe and the houſe 
of 


356 JUDGMENTS: DENOUNCED. 


of thy father-ſhould walk before me for ever: 
but now the Lok ſaith, Be it far from me: 
for them that honour me I will honour, 
and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly 
elteemed. 

Behold, the days come that I will cut of 
thine arm, and the arm of thy father's houſe, 
that there ſhall not be an old man in thine 
houſe. | 

And thou fhalt ſee an enemy in my habi- 
tation, in all the wealth which Gop ſhall 
give Iſrael: and there ſhall not be an old 
man in thine houſe for ever. 

And the man of thine whom I ſhall x not 
cut off from mine altar, ſhall be to conſume 
thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart: and 
all the increaſe of thine houſe ſhallghe in the 
flower of their age. | 
And this ſhall be a ſign unto thee that 
mall come upon thy two ſons, on Hophni 
and Phinehas; in one day they ſhall die both 
of them. 

And I will raiſe me up a faithful priel, 
that ſhall do according to that which is in 
mine heart and in my mind: and J will build 


him a ſure houſe; and he ſhall walk before 


mine Anointed for ever. 4 
7 * 
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And it ſhall come to paſs, that every one 
that is left in thine houſe ſhall come and 
crouch to him for a piece of ſilver and a 
morſel of bread, and ſhall ſay, Put me, I 
pray thee, into one of the prieſt's offices, 
that I may eat a piece of bredl. 


” s „ 
i a+" Y ; 


ANNOTATIONS AD REFLECTIONS. | 


It is ſaid that Eli's ſons were ſons of Belial, that they 
tueww not the Lord ; * that i is to ſay, they lived as if 


| they were ignorant of Gop, and ſerved him like an 


idol, not for his. honour, but their own profit. Diſ. 
contented with their allotted portion of the ſacrifices.” 
made by fire, they ſeized ſome part of the peace-offer- 
ings which belonged to the offerers, at the very in- 
ſtant when they were going to feaſt religiouſly with, 
their friends: in ſhort, they were guilty of _—_ enor- 
mities of the moſt atrocious kind. | 

Eli as high-prieſt and ſupreme judge, * power to 
puniſh them; and in ſuch a caſe, paternal love ſhould 
have given way to zeal for Gop's glory; and though 
they were his own children, he ſhould have deprived 
them of the power. of bringing the holy religion he 
profeſs d into diſrepute, by removing them from their 
ofice; inſtead of that, he gave them only a few mild 
reproofs, which they totally diſregarded. 

As Eli was in other reſpects a good man, the Lon 
lent a prophet to him, to awaken, him to his duty, 


* Henry's Annotations 


that 


333 OF HONOURING GOD. 


that he might by repentance obtain pardon for himfelf. 
This man of Gop, reminded him in the name of the 
Lok, of the honourable diſtinction his family had 


long enjoyed, which would have been continued to 


that branch of Aaron' $ poſterity, if they had not for. 
feited it ; but as they had caſt of Gov, he would rejeQ 
them. Je aubo honour me, ſays the Lord, I will 
«« bonour ; and theſe who diſbonour me fhall be lighth 
« eſteemed.” I beg, my dear, you will let this text 
make a laſting impreſfion on your memory; for though 
addreſſed to Eli, it 1s of general application, I ſhall 
therefore endeavour to make you- underſtand, in what 
manner we may honour or diſhonour Gov. 

* To honour God is to have an eſteem and re- 
4. verence for him, and t to thew i it to the world in ſuch 
2 manner, as may promote virtue and religion, To 
ec entertain juſt and worthy notions of him, of his 
9 power, 15 juſtice, goodnels, mercy ; : to love 
«c him, to truf in him, to deſire to reſemble him 2s 
«« nearly as our nature permits, and in all things to 
« conſult his will. To declare openly before men 
ec that we do thus efteem him. To be conſtant and 
1 regular in che performance of all public acts of re- 
cc ligion. To fet a good example to others. 

We may likewiſe honour Gop by i improving our 
cc abilities » and diſcharging the duties. of our ſtation in 
«c ſuch a manner, as to procure reſpett ta the religion 
© we profeſs, and the country to which we belong. 

«« He who has wealth honours Gop with his ſub- 
ec ſtance when he relieves the poor, encourages honeſt 
© induſtry and uſeful knowledge. He who has learn- 
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„ ing, wit, and judgment, honours Gop when he ſo 
« applies them, as to excite in other men's minds an 
ambition of excelling in goodneſs, He who has 
« power, honours Gop when he diſcourages-profane- 
« neſs and immorality, and by his own illuſtrious ex- 
« ample, endeavours to invite others to well-doing. 
« He who has reputation, honours Gop when he em- 
« ploys it to bring virtue into credit, and make vice 
« unfaſhionable and contemptible. He who is in the 
« loweſt ſtation honours Goy, when in his little 
« ſphere he ſhines an example to the poorer ſort, of 
« honeſty, diligence, and ſobriety; of contentment 
« and reliance on Gov.” Children may likewiſe ho- 
nour Gop, by giving a willing attention to learn 
their duty, and a hearty deſire oy rendering them- 
ſelves acceptable to him. 

« If we thus Zonour God, he wwill honour ut; that i 
„to ſay, we ſhall be honoured in this world with the 
' eſteem of good and wiſe men, and the particular 
« love and favour of Gov, and in a future ſtate we 
** ſhall receive a crown of glory. 

«© But if we diſhonour Gop by a contempt of his 
* authority, an abuſe of his gifts, and a diſobedience 
„to his will, we ſhall, like Eli's ſons, be /ightly 
*« eſteemed e all whoſe favour is worth gaining will 
** avoid our company, and we ſhall loſe the bleſſing 
of God, and all the glorious rewards that are 
* promiſed to thoſe who do well, and. be for ever 
„ miſerable.” 

You find, my dear, that Heath piety was remem- 
bered, for it pleaſed Gop ta honour her with a family 
in return for the honour ſhe rendered him, 

* There 


380 A DIFFICULT TEXT. 


4 There “ is one expreſſion which I muſt explain 
4 to. you, leſt you ſhould ſuppoſe that Gop ordained 
% that Eli's ſons ſhould be wicked. It is ſaid, that 
«6 they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, 
« becauſe the LoxD would ſlay them. It ſhould it 
«« ſeems have been tranſlated, wherefore the Lone 
« would flay them.“ 

Eli was of the family of Ithamaz, Aaron's youngeſt 
ſon : how the prieſthood came to be removed from the 
houſe of Eleazar the elder ſon, we are not told; but it 
1s likely that the laſt prieſt of this branch had been re. 
miſs. in his duty, for which reaſon Gop deprived his 
deſcendants of the honour which he had promiſed to 
Phinehas (the ſon of Eleazar) + for his zeal againſt the 
Midianites ; but though the Lox D ¹ Ended the blefl. 
ing for a time, he was mindful of his covenant; he re- 
ſtored the prieſthood, and clakiliſhed it afterwards in 
Eleazar's line. 


| * Eſſay for a new Tranſlations - T. ; Num- XXV. I2 176 
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Tas HisTORY, OF SAMUEL ——— 
WORD or Taz LORD REVEALED—GOD TELLS 
SAMUEL or THE DesTRUCTION HE SHOULD 


BRING UPON ELI's HOUSE, | 


ND the child * — ian unto 

the LoRD, before Eli. And the word 

of the LoRD was precious in hoſe, an ; 
there was no open viſion. Ch FR 

And it came to paſs at that time; when 
Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes 
began to wax dim, that he could not ſee. 

And ere the lamp of Gor went out in the 
temple of the LokD, where the ark of Goo 
vas, and Samuel was laid down to ſleep ; "Rep 

That the Loxp called Samuel. And he 
anſwered, Here am I. 

And he ran unto Eli, and ſaid, 72 — am 
I; for thou calledſt. me. And he ſaid, I 
called not ; lie down again. And he went 
and lay down. | 

And 


3822 SAMUEL CALLED. 


And the Loxp called yet again, Samuel. his h 
And Samuel aroſe, and went to Eli and ſaid, an er 
Here am I: for thou didſt call me. And Fo 
he anſwered, I called not, my fon ; lie down MM houſe 
again. know 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lozo, vile, 
neither was the word of the Loxp yet re Ar 
vealed unto him. houſe 

And the Loxp called Samuel again the WI ſhall 
third time. And he aroſe and went to Eli, ing fe 
and ſaid, Here am I; for thou didſt call me, An 
And Eli e one _ apy d called opene 

- the child And < 
Therefore Eli ſaid uuto damm, Go, le Th 
down: and it ſhall; be; if he call thee, tha my fo 
thou ſhalt ſay, Speak, Lex for thy ſervant i An 
heareth;; So nb went and 12784 mate u Lozp 
his place. 1 1 it not 

And the Lon HASTY ah ſtood, ind call. more 
ed as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then of all 
Samuel anſwered;: 2 N. for thy ſervan Ani 
heareth,'' hid nc 

And the Loxp ſaid to Samuel, Behold de L 
will do a thing in Iſrael, at which both the 890d. 
ears of every one that heareth it ſhall tingle. Ane 

Ins that day 1 will perform againſt E bim, 
all things which I have ſpoken concernim i the gr 
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his houſe : when I min I will alſo make 
an end. 

For I have told: him that I will judge his 
houſe for ever, for the iniquity which he 
knoweth : becauſe his ſons made themſelves 
vile, and he reſtrained them not. 

And therefore I have ſworn unto the 
houſe of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's houſe 
ſhall not be PR with ſacrifice nor offer- 
ing for ever. 

And Sate lay until the morning, and. 
opened the doors of the houſe of the Lonp. 
And Samuel feared to ſhew Eli the viſion. 

Then Eli called Samuel, and ſaid, Samuel 
my ſon. And he anſwered, Here am J. 

And he ſaid, What is the thing that the 
Loxb hath ſaid unto thee? I pray thee hide 
it not from me: Gop do ſo to thee, and 
more alſo, if thou hide any thing from me 
of all the things that he ſaid unto'thee,” 

And Samuel told him every whit, and 
hid nothing from him. And he ſaid, It is 
the Lon: let him do what a * 
good. F e | 

And Seel grew, and the TOS was with 
him, and did let none of his words fall to 
the ground, | 


And 


36% Go D APPEARETH. 


And all Iſrael, from Dan even to Beer. 
ſheba, knew that Samuel was i to 


* 


be a prophet of the Lo RR. 
And the Loop appeared RP in Shiloh: 
for the Loxp revealed himſelf to Samuel in 
Shiloh by the word of the Loop. 
And toes word of Samuel came to al 
lad. ip 5 


| ANNOTATIONS: axp REFLECTIONS. 


.  Whilft the family of Eli were diſhonouring Goo, 
Samuel, though a little child, was:devoutly attending 
on his ſervice, and daily improving in thoſe religious 
graces which are rewarded, with the favour of the 
Lon p; 3 and thoſe amiable virlues that procure the 
eſteem of mankind. 

* The word of the Lon b was precious in thoſe days, 
there aba xu3open Viſion 3? now and then a perſon was 
inſpired to deliver meſſages from Gop on extraordinary 
occaſions, as in the cafe of Eli; but there were 10 
ſettled prophets, to whom the people might have n. 
courſe to know the will of the Lox p; for it is likely 
that the Loxp withheld- the ſpirit of prophecy as 1 

token of his diſpleaſure, on account of the corrupt 
of his holy worſhip. 1 

„Samuel was laid down to ſleep in ſome apartmen 
adjoining, to Eli's, when the word of the Lok p came 
unto him: ſuppoſing that it was Eli's voice, he haſte 
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of the night. Samuel, who no doubt from his early 
piety, had high and ſublime notions. of the majeſty of 
the SUPREME BEING, had no idea that he would 
condeſcend to ſpeak in a ſmall ſtill voice. | 

„ How humiliating muſt. it have been to Eli, 
« when he found that a little child was preferred be- 
« fore him! For he had reaſon to regard this, circum- 
« ſtance as a farther token of Gop's diſpleaſure againſt 
« his houſe : this. wauld naturally make him inquiſi- 
« tive, into the, matter that was gaing..to-be zeyealed ; 
and his being convinced beforehand that the LoꝶE D 
« was about to ſpeak, would prevent his ſuſpecting 
« that Sa muel had invented, or imagined the thing.” 
Eli however, as was his duty, gave the heſt inflruftions 
he could to Samuel, Who returned to his bed, and 
at this time ſeems to have had ſome .z7{e6/e . token af 
the Divine PREAENCE, for it is ſaid that“ rhe 
„LoD food and called as at other times,” which 
ſatisfied Samuel that it was not Eli who called him; 
he anſwered as Eli had taught him; and then, with 
flence and compoſure received the awful meſſage. 

We may imagine that Eli experienced the mo 
painful perturbations of mind, till he knew what the 
Loxb had revealed; and Samuel's backwardneſs to 
declare the heavy tidings, ſhews that he had a tender 
affection for Eli, and was afraid to grieve him. The 
patient reſignation of the poor old man evinces, that 
his heart acknowledged the peaver of Go, and the 
Juſtice of the ſentence pronounced . his wicked 
ſons. 

You may learn from the puniſhment of Eli, my dear, 
that thoſe who do not reſtrain others from ſin, when 

You, I. a a in 
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in their power, make themſelves partakers in their guilt; 
eſpecially parents, whoſe particular duty it is, not only 
to admoniſh, but chaſtiſe their children if they do ill. 
Young perſons who are well diſpoſed, will liſten t 
ſuch mild reproofs as they muſt be ſenſible proceed 
from an affectionate ſolicitude for their welfare ; but 
if they are ſo obſtinate and diſobedient as to render 
them ineffectual, paternal love' requires, that puniſh. 
ment ſhould be inflited; for who would willingly con 
ſign their beloved offspring to the curſe of Go b, and 
riſk the loſs of their temporal and eternal happineſs? 
If Eli had properly diſcharged his duty in this reſped, 
he would have eſcaped that diſgrace and diſappoint. 
ment which brought down his gray hairs with forroy 
to the grave, and his ſons might have lived to be the 
comfort and crown of his old age, 
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SE CT. LVIL 


Tis: ISRAELITES overcome U Tre PHI- 
LISTINES—Tne ARK Is TAKEN, AND ELI's 
SONS $sLain—ELI's DEATH. 


\T OW Ifrael went out againſt the Phi- 
liſtines to battle, and pitched beſide 
Eben-ezer: and the Philiſtines pitched in 
Aphex. | 
And the Philiſtines put themſelves in ar- 
ray againſt Iſrael: and when they joined 
battle, Iſrael was ſmitten before the Philiſ- 
tines: and they ſlew of the army in the field 


about four thouſand men. 


And when the people were come into the 
camp, the elders of Iſrael ſaid, Wherefore 
hath the Logp ſmitten us to day before the 
Philiſtines? Let us fetch the ark of the co- 
venant of the Lox p out of Shiloh unto us, 
that when it cometh among us, it may ſave 
us out of the hand of our enemies. 

So the people ſent to Shiloh, that they 


might bring from thence the ark of the co- 
8 2 venant 


233 THE ARK IN THE CAMP. 
venant of the Loxp of hoſts, which dwelleth 
between the cherubims: and the two ſons of 
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with 
the ark of the covenant of Gop. 

Ard when the ark of the covenant of the 
Loxp came into the camp, all Iſrael ſhout- 
ed with a great ſhout, ſo that the earth rang 
again. 

And when the Philiſtines heard the noiſe 
of the ſhout, they ſaid; What meaneth the 
noiſe of this great ſhout in the camp of the 
Hebrews? and they underſtood that the ark 
of the Loxb was come into the camp. 

And the Philiſtines were afraid : for they 
ſaid, God is come into the camp. And they 
ſaid, Wo unto us! for there hath not been. 
ſuch a thing heretofore. 

Wo unto us! who ſhall deliver us out of 
the hand of theſe mighty gods? theſe are 
the gods that ſmote the Egyptians with all 
the plagues in the wilderneſs. 

Be ſtrong, and quit yourſelves like men, 
O ye Philiſtines, that ye be not ſervants unto 
the Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit 
yourſelves like men, and fight. 

And the Philiſtines fought, and Iſrael 
was ſmitten, and they fled every man into 
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his tent: and there was a very great flaugh- 
ter; for there fell of Iſrael thirty thouſand 


ſootmen. 


And the ark of Gop was taken; and the 
two ſons of Eli, Hophni and Phinchas, were 


ſlain, 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of 
the army, and came to Shiloh the ſame day 
with his clothes rent, and with earth upon 
his head, 


And when he came, lo Eli fat upon a ſeat _ 


by the way ſide, watching: for his heart 
trembled for the ark of Gov. And when 
the man came into the city and told it, all 
the city cried out. 

And when Eli heard the noiſe of the cry- 
ing, he ſaid, What meaneth the noiſe of this 
tumult ? and the man came in haſtily, and 
told Eli. 

Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; 
and his eyes were dim, that he could not ſee. 

And the man ſaid unto Eli, I am he that 
came out of the army, and I fled to day out 


of the army, and he ſaid, What is there- 


done, my ſon? 
And the meſſenger anſwered and ſaid, 
lirael is fled before the Philiſtines, and there 


83 hath 


£85 {4 
by tf 
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hath been alſo a great ſlaughter among the 
people, and thy two ſons alſo, Hophni and 
Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of Gop is 
taken. | | 

And it came to paſs when he made men- 
tion of the ark of God, that he fell from of 
the ſeat backward by the fide of the gate, 
and his neck brake and he died; for he was 
an old man, and heavy. And he had judged 
Iſrael forty years, 


ANNOTATIONS A&D REFLECTIONS. 


The people of Iſrael finding that they had actually a 
prophet amongſt them, began to think it was a proper 
time to attempt to free themſelves from the Philiſtines; 
but they ſet about this important buſineſs in a very ir- 
regular and unlawful manner, neglecting to aſk coun- 
ſel of God, and reform their lives; they were therefore 
ſuffered to fall a prey to their enemies. One would 
have ſuppoſed, that ill ſucceſs would have reminded 
them of their duty; but inſtead of repenting, they 
ſeem to have relied on the goodneſs of their cauſe, and 
to think that they could o4/ige Gop to appear for them 
in vindication of his honour, by having the ark in 
the camp. 

Eli was very blameable in ſuffering it to be removed; 
and his ſons, who had doubtleſs been informed of the 
judgments denounced againſt them, were impious to 
the laſt degree in preſuming to carry it; eſpecially, 3 
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there was in the Jaw of Moſes, an expreſs command, 
that when the people were ſettled in Canaan, the ark 
ſhould re that all might come to it. 

It was cuſtomary for the heathens to carry images of 
their falſe deities to battle, to which they imputed all 
their ſucceſſes; no wonder therefore, that they ſnould 
be alarmed at hearing, that the ark, before which the 
walls of Jericho had fallen to the ground, was in the 
camp of Iſrael: but could the deſcendants of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, for whom ſo many miracles had been 
wrought, be ſo ignorant, as to ſuppoſe that it was in 
their power to command the Divine PRESENCE to at- 


tend their motions? Or that the //ving Go, the KING 


KINOS, and LoRD of LoR Ds, would ſubmit to be 
ranked with 1dols ? 

I think there is no difficulty in accounting for the 
defeat which Gop permitted the Philiſtines to give to 
the Iſraelites, in order to teach them how wrong it 
was © to truſt to external privileges, and fancy that 
* the ark would ſave them when Gop was depaf ted.“ 


7 * i - . . | ” . 
Eli appears in this inſtance to have ated contrary to 


the dictates of his own mind, and to have ſuffered his 
ſons to uſurp that authority which belonged to him; 
for you find he was in great agitation of mind, ** his 
* heart trembled for the ark,” leſt it ſhould fall into 
tie hands of the Philiſtines; as Iſrael, eſpecially his 
own ſons, had forfeited it. Now the dreadful threat- 
ning comes to his mind, that he ſhould ſee as the pro- 
phet told him, „an encixty in God's habitation.” 
When the meſſenger arrived wearing ſackcloth and 


aſhes, the enſigns of diſtreſs, he eagerly demanded 


* What was done?” With courage and fortitude he 
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heard of the ſlaughter of the people, and the death of 
Hophni and Phinehas ; but the loſs of the ark entirely 
overcame him, for he knew there was no comfort left 
for Iſrael, now the GLORY of the Lory was departed, 

It became neceſſary, my dear, for the ſake of religion, 
that thoſe who violated its holy inſtitutions, and ſuf. 
fered others to do ſo, ſhould be pointed out to the 
world by exemplary puniſhments : Eli was certainly a 
devout man, but as judge and high-prieſt he was 
faulty: it is to be hoped, that his penitence procured 
the pardon of God, and that his puniſhment was only 
temporal. | 

In reſpect to his mode of government, Eli ſeems to 
have differed from all former judges; they were diſ. 
tinguiſhed for perſonal courage, and by the extraordi- 
nary aid of the Lok p, ſubdued the enemies of Ifrael, 
but aſſumed no authority over them in times of peace 
for under them (Joſhua excepted) every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes; but I think it ap- 
pears, that on account of his being high-prieſt, the 
people choſe Eli as the propereſt judge to decide con- 
troverſies amongſt them, 
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S ECT. LVIII. 


TE PHILISTINES BRING THE ARK or GOD 
ixTo TRE Housk or DAGON—DAGON FaLL- 


rn bowx— THE PHILISTINES puniSHED=— 
Tyury SEND THE ARK Back—Tns BETH-- 


SHEMITES PUNISHED. 


ND the Philiſtines took the ark of” 
God, and brought it from Eben- 
ezer unto Aſhdod. 
When the Philiſtines took the ark of Gop, 


they brought it into the houſe of Pagon, 


and ſet it by Dagon. 

And when they of Aſhdod. aroſe early on 
the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon 
his face to the earth before the ark of the 
Loxv. And they took Dagon and ſet him 
in his place again. 

And when they aroſe early on the mor- 
row morning, behold, Dagon was fallen 
upon his face to the ground before the ark 
of the LoxD: and the head of Dagon and 
both the palms of his hands were cut off 


upon the threſhold: only the ſtump of Da- 


gon was left to him. 
8 5 Therefore 


394 THE PHiLISTINES AFFLICTED. 


i Therefore neither the prieſts of Dagon, cried 
b nor any that come into Dagon's houſe, the al 
3 tread on the threſhold of Dagon in Aſhdod M and o 
4 unto this day. 80 
' But the hand of the LorD was heavy upon lords 
| them of Aſhdod, and he deſtroyed them and the a1 
il; ſmote them, even Aſhdod and the coaſts again 
1 thereof. and o 
F And when the men of Aſhdod ſaw that ii MW ſtruct 
4 was ſo, they ſaid, The ark of the Gov dt of Go 
0 Iſrael ſhall not abide with us: for his hand An 
1a is ſore upon us, and upon Dagon our god, and tl 
q They ſent therefore, and gathered all the "Af 
" lords of the Philiſtines unto them, and ſaid, try of 
il What ſhall we do with the ark of the Goo An 
of Iſrael? and they anſwered, Let the ark of and tt 

the Gop of Iſrael be carried about unto to the 

Gath. And they carried the ark of the Goo we ſh: 

of Iſrael about thither. Ant 

And it was fo, that after they had carried the Gi 

it about, the hand of the Lord was againſt Wl any w. 

them; and he ſmote the men of the city ye ſha 

both ſmall and great. you w. 
Therefore they ſent the ark of Gov to Ane 

Fkron. And it came to paſs, as the ark of Iſrael, 

Gob carne to Ekron, that the Ekronites from « 
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cried out, ſaying, They have brought about 
the ark of the Gop of Iſrael to us, to ſlay us 
and our people. | 

So they ſent and gathered together all the 
lords of the Philiſtines, and faid, Send away 
the ark of the Gop of Iſrael, and let it go 
again to his own place, that it flay us not, 
and our people: for there was a deadly de- 
ſtruction throughout all the city; the hand 
of Gob was very heavy there. 

And the men that died not were ſinitten ; 
and the cry of the city went up to heaven. 

And the ark of the Lozp was in the coun- 
try of the Philiſtines ſeven months. 

And the Philiſtines called for the prieſts 
and the diviners, ſaying, What fhall we do 
to the ark of the Lox D? tell us wherewith 
we ſhall ſend it to his place. | 

And they ſaid, If ye ſend away the ark of 
the Gop of Iſrael, ſend it not empty; but in 
any wiſe return him a treſpaſs offering: then 
ye ſhall be healed, and it ſhall be known to 
you why his hand is not removed from you. 

And ye ſhall give glory unto the Gop of 
Iſrael, peradventure he will lighten his hand 
from off you, from off your gods, and from 
off your land, 
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Wherefore then do ye harden your heatts 
as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their 
hearts? when he had wrought wonderfully 
among them, did they not let the people go, 
and they departed ?_ 

Now therefore make a new cart, and take 
two milch-kine, on which there hath come 
no yoke, and tie the kine to the cart, and 
bring their calves home from them : 

And take the ark of the Lox, and lay it 
upon the cart: and put the jewels of gold, 
which ye return him for a treſpaſs-offering, 
in a coffer by the fide thereof; and ſend it 
away, that it may go.. 

And. ſee, if it goeth up by the way of his 
own coalt to Beth-ſhemeſh, then he hath 
done us this great evil: but if not, then we 
ſhall know that it is not his hand that ſmote 
us; it was a chance that happened to us. 

And the men did ſo: and took two milch- 
kine, and tied them to the cart, and ſhut up 
their calves at home 


And they laid the ark of the Loxp upon 


the cart, and thè coffer with the Es of 


gald.; — 
And the kine took the ſtraight way to the 


way of Beth-ſhemeſh, and went along the 


high- 
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high-way, lowing as they went, and turned 
not aſide to the right hand or to the left: 
and the lords of the Philiſtines went after 
them unto the border of Beth-ſhemeſh. 

And they of Beth-ſhemeſh were reaping 
their wheat-harveſt in the valley: and they 
lifted up their eyes, and ow the ark, and re- 
joiced to ſee it. 

And the cart came into the field of Joſhua 
a Beth-ſhemite, and ſtood there, where there 
was a great ſtone: and they clave the wood 
of the cart, and offered the kine a burnt- 
offering unto the Lord. _ 

And the Levites took down the ark of the 
Lok b, and the coffer that was with it, where- 
in the jewels of gold were, and put them on 
the great ſtone: and the men of Beth-ſhe- 
meſh offered burnt-offerings, and facrificed 
acrifices the ſame day unto the Lorp. 


And when the five lords of the Philiſtines 
had ſeen it they returned to Ekron ths ſame 


day. 


And he ſmote the men of Beth-ſnemeſh, 


becauſe they had looked into the ark of the 
Lokp, even he ſmote of the people fifty 
thouſand and threeſcore and ten men. And 


the people lamented, becauſe the Logp had 


ſmitten 


4 398 THE ARK REMOVED. 

| ſmitten many of the people with a great 
1 laughter. i 

{1 


And the men of Beth-ſhemeſh ſaid, Who 
is able to ſtand before this holy Logd Gov ? 
and to whom ſhall he go up from us. 
And they ſent meſſengers to the inhahi- 
tants of Kirjath-jearim, ſaying, The Phi- 
liſtines have brought again the ark of the 
Loxp: come ye down, and fetch it up 

to you. 

And the men of Kirjath-jearim came and 
fetched up the ark of the Loxd, and brought 
it into the houſe of Abinidab in the hill, and 
ſanctified Eleazar his ſon to keep the ark of 
the Lord. 2 
And it came to paſs while the ark abode 
in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long: 
for it was twenty years: and all the houſe of 
Iſrael lamented after the Loxp. 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


It“ appears from Scripture, that the true Gop was 
known and worſhipped by the Philiſtines in the days of 
Abraham, for Abimelech their king was a holy and 
zuſt perſon ; but they afterwards degenerated into 1dola- 
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try, each of their five cities ſeems to have had a ſeparate 
idol. Dagon appears to have been the moſt ancient 
and favourite God they had ; to him they aſcribed the 
invention of agriculture. Some authors ſuppoſe, that 
the upper part of Dagon's image was in the form of a 
man, the lower like a fiſh ; but others think it entirely 
reſembled the human figure. 

„ As the Philiſtines were delivered from their fears 
« of the ark, it is likely they ſuppoſed that the Gon 
« of Iſrael was inferior to Dagon ; and therefore they 
« carried the ark into the temple dedicated to that 
idol, as a trophy of victory; but their triumph was 
« of ſhort duration, for Gop having puniſhed Iſrael, 
« who betrayed the ark, proceeded to chaſtiſe thoſe 
« who abuſed it. 

« How mult the worſhippers of Dagon be aſtoniſhed, 
« when they beheld their mighty 1dol fallen before the 
« ark! Directing as it might ſeem, his followers, to 
« adore the Gop of Iſrael. But they perhaps -ima- 
*« gined that the fall of Dagon was accidental, and 
therefore put him in his place again: without 
„doubt they faſtened him in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
« but ſoon found that it was in vain to contend with 
« Go, for the next day Dagon appeared more con- 
'« temptible than ever, with his hands and face broken 
'* to-pieces; Which ought to have taught his follow- 
ers, that he was deſtitute of wiſdom and power :* 
but inſtead of being reformed, they were hardened in 


their idolatry, and therefore the Lox p afflicted them 


with dreadful diſeaſes and ſudden death. 


*Henry's Annotations. 


—ñ̃ — — 
— — — — 2 r — — 1 =_ ' „ " 22 — 
N — —ñ— ä — 8 I ne —— — —— r ———— — — — 
= = - — 4 — - - a ME CON 5 A mts _ SY =D - — ro —— — WY, * —— — — —— ot 
—_— — — _ a 22 8 — as — — — — — POS nn gs — 
. 


= 


1 * 2 
— 
1 a * 


” —— Kr 
Gd — 
Nn 
1 


— — — — 
— — r _ 


— OTOL 
— Sas. == 
— 

— — 


. 


——— 


— ae <4 
= 8 * Ts ” vg 
. If) Bt Ra 22 


* — 
— p 


r 
—— 


— 2 2 
rr 


— 
— 


— = 

— — nat 

— 
— 


TED 
— 
4 ** — GD . — 


as 
— 


—— 
— — 
5 5 
= Rea SS; 


— 
r 


3 if 


—— — _ - 
Wy <> > > 
DT 
— 
— ne on; > 
. — —-—ꝛ 


= 
—— 


— — — 
— 
— 


SIR Es 


Or. ma iy * ＋ 4 
—_— —— 
— * — * 
8 — = < 
— „ B 22 A ——— mT 15. e— 


r N 
— gt 1h ry 3 —— — _- 
— IS et nmr . 

* 


400 THE BETHSHEMITES SACRIFICE. 


The ark was ſucceſſively ſent to the five cities he. 
longing to the Philiſtines ; but wherever the people 
attempted to impriſon it, they felt the power of Gon 
falling on them in dreadful judgments. At length, 
wearied out with afflictions, they reſolved to ſend it 
back, and in order to do it properly, conſulted their 
prieſts; who ſeem to have been acquainted with ſome 
of the ceremonial of the Jewiſh religion, and knew that 
the Iſraelites were required to give glory to Gop, 


- ©© Inftead of * receiving a ranſom for the ark, the Phi. 


* liſtines were glad to give rich gifts to deliver them. 
«* ſelves from it, which remained as laſting memorials 


* of their diſgrace.” 


«© You read, that the cows which were faſtened to 


„the cart, went ſtraight on to the land of Iſrael, 


«© though they had young calves at home; had never 
«© been uſed to the yoke, and were utterly unacquaint- 


cc ed with the road: this is a wonderful inſtance of. 


«© the power of Gop over the brute creation.“ 


The ſudden appearance of the ark amongſt them, 


muſt have afforded great joy to the men of Bethſhe- 
meſh; and you find they expreſſed it by offering the 


cows as a burnt-offering, and. uſing the wood of the 


cart for the ſame purpoſe: as they were ſanctified to 


the Lok p, it would have been improper to uſe them 


otherwiſe. 


Bethſhemeſh was only a ſmall village, not capable of 


containing fifty thouſand inhabitants; but it is mo 
likely, that numbers flocked from neighbouring places 
as ſoon as they heard that the ark was brought back; 
and many amongſt them, having but little reverence 


* Henry's Annotations. 
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THE BETHSHEMITES CRIME: 40 


fr Gop and his holy ordinances, preſumed to look 
into the ark, (which was contrary to a divine com- 
mand given to Moſes) and were immediately ſtruck 
dead. It “ is ſaid, that the Loh note of the peo- 
« ple fifty thuuſand and three/core and ten men; but 
ſeveral learned authors are of opinion, that the paſſage 
is tranſlated wrong, and that it ſhould be. e LORD 
ſinote AMONG the people, who amounted to fifty thou- 
« ſand, threeſcore and ten men.” This ſudden ca- 
lamity occaſioned a general conſternation, and the peo- 
ple of Bethſhemeſh were very urgent to get rid of the 
ark: we do not find that they humbled themſelves to 
Gop for their fin, only expreſſed their fear of his 
power, and run from preſumption to deſpair. 

„% Kirjeth-jearim + was in the road to Shiloh, ſo we 
e may ſuppoſe that the men of Bethſhemeſh thought that 
© the elders of Shiloh would fetch it from thence; but 
through the neglect of religion, and diſturbance of 
* the times, we do not find that it was ever reſtored 
„eto its ancient ſeat; for it is probable, that after 
„ the death of Eli, the Philiſtines deſtroyed the 
* place, and the tabernacle was removed to Nob. 
The men of Kirjeth-jearim joyfully received the 
Hark; by which it ſeems, that they perfectly under- 
« ſtood the offence of the Bethſhemites ; they there- 
fore treated it with all poſſible reſpect, and de- 
e polited it in the houſe of a man of diſtinction 
* amongſt them, who was likewiſe eminent for piety, 
* and they ſanctified his fon to keep it: that is to ſay, 
he was entirely devoted to the ſervice of the ark, 
and applied himſelf to no other buſineſs. Eleazar 


* Effay for a new Tranſlation, * Stackhouſe. 
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402 ISRAEL'S DIS GRACE. 


was not a regular prieſt, nor was it neceſlary he 


«© ſhould be ſo, becauſe here was no altar, either for 


«« ſacrifice or incenſe,” 

We need not, my dear, dwell upon theſe circum. 
ſtances, becauſe they relate principally to thoſe part; 
of the law of Moſes which concerned the Jews only; 
the general inſtruction they give is, that in all religi. 
ous acts we mult pay conſtant: attention to the honour 
of Gop, and not wiſh to ſearch into thoſe my fteries, 
which he, for wiſe reaſons has concealed from us. 

It ſurely muſt have been a great mortification and 
diſgrace to the Iſraelites, to have their tabernacle de. 
prived of its greateſt ornament and treaſure, the Ark of 
the TESTIMONY, from which the Diving PrEsSE8xc 
was manifeſted between the cherubims; but this people 
were ſo degenerated, and had fo little regard for reli- 
gion, that they werg contented with the abſence of their 
Gop; though according to their covenant, they had 
no claim to his divine aſſiſtance, unleſs they obſerved 
his holy inſtitutions. ; ID 

I hope, my dear, you will never imitate them in this 

eſpect; but endeavour, by a, regular attendance on 
the worſhip of Gopy, and the diſcharge of your duty, 
to ſecure his favour to you'; of which you may then be 
as fully aſſured, as if you beheld, his Guory from the 
mercy-ſeat ; for the ark was only an emblem of Gov's 
heavenly throne, intended to intimate, that though 
the divine Being is ſurrounded with angels, and dwell- 
eth in brightneſs which no one can approach, he wil 
graciouſly receive the facrifices of prayer and thankl- 
giving, and bleſs thoſe who offer them with fincerity 


and humility of heart. 
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SAMUEL exnorRTETH THe ISRAELITES—Trry 
REPENT AND TURN UNTO THE LORD—THrEg 
PHILISTINES ATTACK THEM, BUT ARE $SUB=- 


DUED. 


N D Samnel ſpake unto all the houſe 

of Iſrael, ſaying, If ye do return unto 
the LoxD with all your hearts, then put 
away the ſtrange gods and Aſhtaroth from 
among you, and prepare your hearts unto 
the Loxp, and ſerve him only: and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the 
Philiſtines. 

Then the children of Iſrael did put away 
Baalim and Aſhtaroth, and ſerved the LorD 
only, 

And Samuel ſaid, Gather all Iſrael to 
Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the 
Log, | 

And they gathered together to Mizpeh, 
| and drew water, and poured it out before 

the 
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404 SAMUEL'S OFFERING. 


the Lord, and faſted on that day, and ſaid 
there, We have ſinned againſt the Lonb. 
And Samuel judged the children of Iſrael in 
Mizpeh. 

And when the Philiſtines heard that the 
children of Iſrael were gathered together to 
Mizpeh, the lords of the Philiſtines went up 
againſt Iſrael. And when the children of 
Ifracl heard it, they were afraid of the Phi- 
liſtines. 

And the children of Iſrael ſaid to Samuel, 
Ceaſe not to cry unto the Lox p our God for 
us, that he will ſave us out of me hand of 
the Philiſtines. 

And Samuel took a ſucking lamb, and 
offered it for a burnt- Offering wholly unto 


the Log p: and Samuel cried unto the Lord 


for Iſrael; and the Lord heard him. 

And as Samuel was offering up the burnt- 
offering, the Philiſtines drew near to battle 
againſt Iſrael: but the Loxp thundered with 
a great thunder on that day upon the Phi: 


liſtines, and diſcomfited them, and they were 
ſmitten before Iſrael. 


And the men of Iſrael went out of Mi- 
peh, and purſued the Philiſtines, and {mote 


them until they came under Beth-car, 
| Then 
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THE PHILISTINES SUBDUED. 405 


Then Samuel took a ſtone, and ſet it be- 
tween Mizpeh and Shen, and called the 
name of ir, Eben-ezer, faying, Hitherto hath 
the LoRb helped us. 

So the Philiſtines were ſubdued, and they 
came no more into the coaſt of Iſrael. And 
the hand of the Lord was againft the Phi- 
liſtines all the days of Samuel. 

And the cities which the Philiſtines had 
taken from Iſrael were reſtored to Iſrael, from 
Ekron even unto Gath, and the coaſts there- 
of did Iſrael deliver out of the hands of the 
Philiſtines. And there was peace rn 
lirael and the Amorites. 

And Samuel judged Iſrael all the days of 
his life. 

And he went from year to year in eircuit 
to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and 
judged Iſrael in all thoſe places. 

And his return was to Ramah : for there 
was his houſe: and there he judged Iſrael; 
and there he built an altar unto the Loxp. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It is likely, that immediately after the death of Eli, 
Samuel ſucceeded to his authority as judge; and being 
a PROPHET, he might offer ſacrifices; but it does not 

| appear. 
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405 SAMUEL'S IN TERPOSTH TN. 


appear that there was any high prieſt, for the whole 
form of worſhip was overturned by the loſs of the ark; 
and we may ſuppoſe the people were ill diſpoſed to 
liſten to Samuel's admonitions: beſides, it is probable, 
that he did not take upon himſelf to proceed in any 
important matter without the direction of the Loxy, 
who withheld divine inſpiration from him, on account 
of the people's unworthineſs; leaving them to ſuffer 
awhile, the ill conſequences of their folly and wicked. 
neſs; but as ſoon as they returned and ſought the 
Lorp, Samuel knew he might intercede for them 
though he was only a Levite, (for the prieſts had de. 
baſed themſclves) and his ſacrifices proved acceptable: 
about this time it is likely, the great paſſover was 
kept which is afterwards mentioned“. Divine proyi- 
dence viſibly interpoſed in the defeat of the Philiſtines 
and the Lorp once more ſhewed himſelf to be the 
God of T/rael. 

After the Philiſtines were ſubdued, Samuel having 
the ſupreme authority, made uſe of it for the pur 
poſes of reforming the people, aad reſtoring the wor. 
ſhip of Goo. 

He built an altar, not in contempt of that which was 
with the tabernacle, but as Shiloh was laid waſte, and 
no other place had yet been choſen, he looked upon 
the law which obliged them to one place, to be ful 
pended ; and therefore being a prophet, and under d. 
vine inſpiration, he did as the patriarch's did, built at 
altar where he lived, both for the uſe of his own fi- 
mily and for the good of the inhabitants who choſe t0 


reſort to it. 


* 2 Chron. xxxv- 18. 
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THE PROPHETIC OFFICE. 407 


As we ſhall have occaſion in the ſucceeding part of 
the hiſtory to ſay ſo much about prophets, I will now, 
my dear, endeavour to give you ſome diftin&t notions 
concerning the PROPHETIC OFFICE. | 

It was the buſineſs of the pries to explain the law 
to the people, and to take particular care that the cere- 
nonial part of it ſhould be punRually obſerved, that 
they might continue to be a holy people, and enjoy the 
privileges granted to them on thole conditions. The 
Levites were aſſiſtants to the prieſts, in the work of the 
tabernacle; but to prevent the people's dwelling too 
much on the r:7uals of religion, it pleaſed Gop to ap- 
point another order of men called PRoPHETSs: theſe 
men preached the neceflity of ige), and admo- 
niſhed the people to adhere to the ritual intent of the 
law of Moſes, as well as to obſerve its ceremonies ;; 
warned them of the evils to come if they were difobe- 
dient, and comforted them with the promiſe of Gop's 
returning favour if they repented. To qualify them 
for this office, the Lo A D inſpired them with bis Holy 
SPIRIT: on theſe occaſions they ſpoke in the name of 
the Lord, and uttered unpremeditated predictions in 
ſublime and majeſtick language. 

Sometimes“ they foretold the fate of thoſe nations 
with whom the Iſraelites were concerned, (of which 
we ſhall have occaſion to remark a variety of inſtances) 


| but the principal ends of PRoPHECY were, to keep up a 


conſtant expectation of the Mess1an till he ſhould come 
mo the world, and to ſerve afterwards as a TesT1- 


See Bilbop Hurd's Sermons on Prophecy. 


403 SCHOOLS OF THE PROPHETS. 
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MONY or g, that Jesus CHRIST was really the plett, 
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J As Abraham continued faithful in the midg of an they ſp 
1 idolatrous generation, his peſterity was ſelected asg people 


peculiar people, amongſt whom Gop ſhewed forth hi meanin 
power and goodneſs; and the gift of prophecy we the Lox 
limited to this nation, whilſt the Lok vouchſafed t 
be their Kix: by which means it was eaſy to diſcover, 
that the divine Being had formed a moſt benevolent 
plan for the benefit of all mantind, which could not 
have been ſo well underſtood, if the predictions con- 
cerning the ewerlaſting covenant, (Which threw light on 
each other) had been made in d:feraxt nations; be- 
cauſe the confuſion of tongues had rendered many of 
thoſe who originally proceeded from Neah, ſtrangers to 
each other, and prevented the general antercourſ: 
which ſubſiſted at firſt. I ſhall, in a proper place, 
ſhew yau how theſe predictions were made known to 
the WokLD, | 

It is generally belived, that camel inſtituted ſchool; 
or colleges, conſiſting of young perſons of pious diſpo- 
tions, who paſſed their time in the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures, in order that they might be enabled 9 
explain them to the people, and perhaps with the hopes 
of being honoured with ev eations themſelves; one 0! 
their religious exerciſes was, ſinging the words of inſpi 
ration contained in the Scriptures ; ſuch as the propht- 
cies of the patriarchs, the-exhortations of Moſes, the 

ſong of the Lox, &c. to muſical inſtruments. 
Theſe young perſons being immediately under tit 
direction of a prophet, were called the ſons of the fri 
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PROPHETIC OFFICE. 409 


Aly the phets, and ſometimes prophets; and whilſt they were 
reciting the words of inſpiration they were ſo, becauſe 
t of an they ſpake not their own words, but declared to the 
ed as people what the Loxp had revealed. * The true 
rth his meaning of the word prophet is, one who relates what 
Cy was the Lox D hath ſpoken. 
afed to 
1{cover, * Dr. Sharpe on Prophecy. 
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Tas ISRAELITES DrsixB 4 KING—GOD cou- 
MANDETH SAMUEL To YIELD TO THEIR 1NM- 
PORTUNITY. 


N D it came to paſs when Samuel was 
old, that he made his ſons judges 
over Iſrael. 

Now the name of his firſt-born was Joel: 
and the name of his ſecond, Abiah : they 
were judges in Beer- ſheba. 

And his ſons walked not in his ways : but 
turned aſide after lucre, and took bribes, 
and perverted judgment. 

Then all the elders of Iſrael gathered 
themſelves together, and came to Samuel, 
unto Ramah, 

And ſaid unto him, Behold, thou art al 
and thy ſons walk not in thy ways: nov 
make us a king to judge us like all the 
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ISRAEL'S FOLLY. 411 


But the thing difpleaſed Samuel, when 
they ſaid, Give us a king to judge us. And 
Samuel prayed unto the Lord. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Samuel, Hearken 
unto the voice of the people in all that they 
ſay unto thee: for they have not rejected 
tice, but they have rejected me, that I ſhould 
not reign over them. 

According to all the works which they 
have done fince the day that I brought them 
vp out of Egypt, even unto this day, where- 
with they have forſaken me, and ſerved other 
gods; ſo do they alſo unto thee. 

Now therefore hearken unto their voice : 
howbeir, yet proteſt ſolemnly unto them, 
and ſhew them the manner of the * that 
ſhall reign over them. 

And Samuel told all the words of the 
Lonxp unto the people that aſked of him a 
king. 

And he ſaid, This will be the manner of 
the king that ſhall reign over you: he will 
take your ſons, and appoint them for him- 
ieif, for his chariots, and to be his horſemen; 
and ſome ſhall run before his chariots. 

And he will appoint him captains over 


| touſands, and captains over fifties; and will 
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412 SAMUEL'S REMONSTRANCES. 


Tt 
ſet them to ear his ground, and to reap his Tha 
harveſt, and to make his inſtruments of war, I ...1 ch 
and inſtruments of his chariots. . 

And he will take your daughters to be And 
confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be people, 
bakers. the Lo 

And he will take your fields and your And 
vineyards, and your olive-yards, even the unto t! 
beſt of them, and give them to his ſer: And 8 
vants. Go ye « 

And he will take take the tenth of your 
ſeed, and of your vineyards, and give to his 
officers and to his ſervants. AN 

And he will take your men- ſervancs, and 

id-ſervants, and dlieſt young Ml , © ** 
your maid-ſervants, and your goodlieſt young I be had g 
men, and your aſſes, and put them to his ne thoup 
work. | them to 

He will take the tenth of your ſheep: and IM bey did 
ye ſhall be his ſervants, 3 

5 

And ye ſhall cry out in that day becauſe 1 41 
of your king which ye ſhall have choſen Inches: 
you: and the Loxp will not hear you in bns dit 
that day. done. 

Nevertheleſs, the . refuſed to obey WM. ok, 

idea of ( 
the voice of Samuel ; and they ſaid, Nay; MINE 
but we will have a king over us; war, an 


That 


contrivir 


0 his 


wat, 


0 be 


to be! 


your 
| the 
ſer- 


your 
0 his 


and 
oung 


0 his 
and 
cauſe 
10ſen 


JU in 


obey 
Nay; 


T hat 


THE PEOPLE'S OBSTINACY. 413 


That we alſo may be like all the nations : 
and that our king may judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles. 

And Samuel heard all the words of the 
people, and he rehearſed them in the ears of 


the LoRD. 
And the Lorp ſaid to Samuel, Hearken 


unto their voice, and make them a king. 
And Samuel ſaid unto the men of Iſrael, 
Go ye every man unto his city, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As Samuel was ſo good a man, there is no doubt but 
he had given his ſons a religious education, and that 
he thought them fit for the employments he appointed 
them to; but when they were at a diſtance from him, 
they did as young men are too apt to do when they 
enter the world and act for themſelves, forget their pi- 
ous parents admonitions, and ſuffer their minds to be 
allured from the ſtraight path of duty by the deſire of 
riches : it does not appear however, that Samuel's 
ſons diſhonoured Gop's holy worſhip as Eli's had 
done, 

The people of Iſrael had not, at this time, a proper 
idea of Gop's peculiar ſovereignty over them, that he 
was to them inſſead of a king; and being inclined to 
war, and having no general, they ſet themſelves to 
contriving what kind of leader would be beſt for them, 

4-4 inſtead 
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414 SAMUEL'S CONCERN. 


inſtead of ſeeking to the Lox p for direction; and as it 
had been intimated by Moſes, that they ſhould at ; 
future time have a king, they reſolved to have him im- 
mediately, without knowing the will of the Logo con. 
cerning this particular. 

Samuel was ſo exceedingly ſhocked at their folly, 


that he made no anſwer, but prayed to the Lox : the 


elders knew that Samuel was the prophet of the Logo, 
and that his adminiſtration of juſtice had ever been 


mild and equitable; his ſons miſcondu@ he was till 


then ignorant of, and would moſt likely have corrected; 
and if he was old, he had grown old in their ſervice; 
therefore they were guilty of great ingratitude to him: 
the venerable man ſhewed however, very little concern 
for the indignities they offered to himſelf, but was diſ- 
treſſed at finding they wiſhed to make a change in their 
affairs, which would be ſo much to their diſadvantage, 
They did not ſay, give us a king that is good and 
wiſe, that will judge us better than thy ſons do, but 
«© a king like all the nations. 

Are you not ſurprized, my dear, at the folly and 
wickedneſs of the Iſraelites in making ſuch a requelt, 
when the Supreme Being himſelf condeſcended to be 
called their KING; and in order to engage their atten- 
tion to him, and make them perceive that he was in 
the midſt of them, had appointed a tabernacle which 
might properly be called the palace of the Divist 
Pag8sENCE, with every enſign of royalty belonging to 
earthly princes? He allo led them forth to battle, 
and ſubdued their enemies from before them ; had 
ſettled them in a pleafant and fruitful land, and given 


them ſuch laws as would, if well obſerved, infallibly 
ſecure 
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A KING GRANTED. 415 


ſecure the peace of ſociety. Could there poſſibly be 
„a more happy government than that, in which the 
fountain of all wiſdom and power, juſtice and good- 
« neſs preſided?” Samuel therefore acquainted them 
in the name of the Lox b, with the arbitrary manner in 
which thoſe nations whom they envied were governed, 
that they might be led to ſee their own ſuperiority ; 
but his remonſtrances were vain, and the Lox p com- 
manded him to comply with their deſires, fince 
« they “ had not only rejected Samuel, but the Lord 
« alſo;”” for ſo the learned ſay this paſſage ſhould 
have been tranſlated : their demand of a king, was 
both inſolent and treaſonable, as it was throwing off 
Gop, and ſubverting the government which he had 
eſtabliſhed. 3 

The Iſraelites ſeem, however, to have retained ſome 
degree of reverence towards Goo; for you find they 
returned peaceably to their houſes, and left the choice 
of the perſon to Samuel, who they knew would act 
as the LoRD ſhould direct him. Ts 
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SAUL 5$EExETH HIS FaTHER's ASSES—Ts EN TIR. 
TAINED BY SAMUEL, who AN OINTETRH Hin 


KING ovex ISRAEL—SAUL &RETURNETH To 


H1S FATHER's HousE—HE MEETETH a Comra. 
NY OF PROPHETS, AND PROPHESIETH WITH 
THEM, 


\ TOW there was. a man of Benjamin, 
whoſe name was Kiſh, the ſon of 
Abiel, the fon of Zeror, the ſon of Becho- 
rath, the ſon of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a 
mighty man of power. 

And he had a ſon whoſe name was Saul, a 
choice young man, and a goodly : and there 
was not among the children of Iſrael a 
goodlier perſon than he; from his ſhoulders 
and upward he was higher than any of the 
people. | 

And the aſſes of Kiſh, Saul's father, were 
loſt. And Kiſh ſaid to Saul his ſon, Take 
now one of the ſervants with thee, and ariſe, 


go ſeek the aſſes. 
And 
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SAUL'S JOURNEY. 417 


And he paſſed through mount Ephraim, 
and paſſed through the land of Shaliſha : but 
they found them not: then they paſſed 
through the land of Shalim; and there they 
were not; and he paſſed through the land 
of the Benjamites, but they found them nor. 
And when they were come to the land of 
Zuph, Saul ſaid to his ſervant that was with 
him, Come, and let us return; leſt my 
father leave caring for the aſſes, and take 
thought for us. | 
And he ſaid unto him, Behold now, there 
is in this city a man of Gop, and he is an 
honourable man; all that he ſaith cometh 
ſurely to paſs : now let us go thither ; per- 
adventure he can ſhew us our way that we 
ſhould go. 

Then ſaid Saul to his ſervant, But behold, 
if we go, what ſhall we bring the man? for 
the bread is ſpent in our veſlels, and there is 

not a preſent to bring to the man of Gop: 
what have we? 

And the ſervant anſwered Saul again and 
ſaid, Behold, I have here at hand the fourth 
part of a ſhekel of ſilver : that will I give to 
the man of Gos, to tell us our way. 
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418 SAUL SEEKETH SAMUEL. 


(Before-time in Iſrael, when a man went 
to enquire of Gop, thus he ſpake, Come, 
and let us go to the ſeer : for he that is now 
called a Prophet, was before-time called a 
Seer :) | 

Then ſaid Saul to his ſervant, Well ſaid; 
come let us go, So they went unto the city 
where the man of Gop was. 

And as they went up the hill to the city, 
they found young maidens going out to 
draw water, and ſaid unto them, Is the ſeer 
here ? 

And they anſwered them, and ſaid, He is, 
behold he is before you : make haſte now: 
for he came to-day to the city ; for there is 
a facrifice of the people to day in the high 
place. | | 
As foon as ye be come into the city ye 
ſhall ſtraightway find him, before he go up 
to the high-place to eat: for the peeple will 
not eat until he come, becauſe he doth blets 
the ſacrifice, and afterwards they eat that be 
biaden. Now therefore get ye up; for 
about this time ye ſhall find him. 

And they went up into the city: and when 
they were come into the city, behold Samuel 
came 
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came out againſt them for to go up to the 
high place. | 
Now the LoRp had told Samagl in * 
ear a day before Saul came, ſaying, 
To-morrow about this time I will ſend 
thee a man. out of the land of Benjamin, and 
thou ſhalt anoint him to be captain over my 
people Iſrael, that he may ſave my people 


out of the hand of the Philiſtines ; for I have 


looked unto my people, becauſe. their cry 1s 
come unto me. 

And when Samuel ſaw Saul, the Loxp 
laid unto him, Behold the man whom I ſpake 
to thee of ; this ſame ſhall reign over my 
people. 

Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the 
gate, and ſaid, Tell me, I pray thee n 
the ſeer's houſe is. 

And Samuel anſwered Saul, and ſaid, 1 
am the ſeer : go up before me unto the high 
place, for ye ſhall eat with me to day; and 
to-morrow I will let thee go, and will tell 
thee all that is in thine heart. | 

And as for thine aſſes that were loſt three 
days ago, ſet not thy mind on them, for they 
are found. And on whom is all the deſire 
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420 SAUL'S. HUMILITY. 


of Iſrael? is it not on thee, and on all thy 
father's houſe ? 

And Saul anſwered and ſaid, Am not ! 
a Benjamite, of the ſmalleſt of the tribes of 
Iſrael? and my family the leaſt of all the 
families of the tribe of Benjamin ? wherefore 
then ſpeakeſt thou ſo to me ? 


And Samuel took Saul and his ſervant, 


and brought them into the parlour, and 
made them fit in the chiefeſt place, among 


them that were bidden, which were al | 
thirty perſons. 


And Samuel ſaid unto the cook, bring 


the portion which I gave thee, of which | 


ſaid unto thee, Set it by thee. 

And the cook took up the ſhoulder, and 
that which was upon 1t, and ſet it before Saul. 
And Samuel ſaid, Behold that which is left, 
ſet it before thee, and eat: for unto this time 
hath i“ been kept for thee, ſince I ſaid J have 
invited the people. So Saul did eat with 
Samuel that day. 

And when they were come down from the 
high place into the city, Samuel communed 
with Saul upon the top of the houſe. 

And they aroſe early: and it came to pals 
about the ſpring. of the day, that Samuel 

called 
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called Saul to the top of the houſe, ſaying, 
Up, that I may ſend thee away. And Saul 
aroſe, and they went out both of them, he 
and Samuel abroad. 

And as they were going down to the end 
of the city, Samuel ſaid to Saul, Bid the 
ſervant paſs on before us (and he paſſed on) 
but ſtand thou ftill a while, that I may ſhew 
thee the word of Gop. 


Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and pour- | 


ed it upon his head, and kiſſed him, and ſaid, 
Is it not becauſe the Lok D hath anointed 
thee to be captain over his inheritance? 

When thou art departed from me to-day, 
then thou ſhalt find two men by Rachel's 
ſepulchre, in the border of Benjamin, at 
Zelzah, and they will fay unto thee, The 
aſſes, which thou wenteſt to ſeek, are found: 
and lo thy father hath left the care of the 
aſſes, and ſorroweth for you, ſaying, What 
ſhall I do for my ſon ? 

Then ſhalt thou go on forward from 
thence, and thou ſhalt come to the plain of 
Tabor, and there ſhall meet thee three men 
going up to God to Bethel, one carrying three 
kids, and another carrying three loaves of 
bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine, 

| And 
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422 SAU L DEPARTETH. 

And they will ſalute thee, and give thee 
two loaves of bread ; which thou ſhalt re. 
ceive of their hands, 

After that, thou ſhalt come to the hill of 
Gop, where is the garriſon of the Philiſtines; 
and it ſhall come to paſs when thou art 
come thither to the city, that thou ſhalt meet 
a company of prophets coming down from 


the high place, with a pſaltery, and a tabret, 


and a pipe, and a harp before them : and 
they ſhall propheſy. 

And the Spirit of the Loxp will come 
upon thee, and thou ſhalt propheſy with 
them, and ſhalt be turned into another man. 

And let it be when theſe ſigns are come 
unto thee, that thou do as occaſion ſhall 
ſerve thee; for God is with thee. 

And thou ſhalt go down before me to 


 Gilgal, and behold, I will come down unto 


thee, to offer burnt-offerings, and to ſacrifice 
ſacrifices of peace-offerings: ſeven days 
ſhalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and 
ſhew thee what thou ſhalt do. 

And it was ſo, that when he had turned 
his back to go from Samuel, Gop gave him 
another heart: and all thoſe ſigns came 
to paſs that day. 
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And when they came thither to the hill, 
behold, a company of prophets met him: 
and the Spirit of Gop came upon him, and 
he propheſied among them. 

And it came to paſs when all that knew 
him before- time ſaw, that behold, he pro- 


pheſied among the prophets, then the people | 


ſaid one to another, What is this that is 
come unto the ſon of Kiſh? is Saul alſo 
among the prophets ? 3 | 

And one of the ſame place anſwered, and 


| ſaid, But who is their father? therefore it 


became a proverb, Is Saul alſo among the 
prophets ? 

And when he had made an end of pro- 
pleſying, he came to the high-place. 

And Saul's uncle ſaid unto him, and to 
his ſervant, Whither went ye? and he faid, 
To ſeek the aſſes: and when we ſaw that 
they were no where, we came to Samuel, 

And Saul's uncle ſaid, Tell me, I pray 
thee, what Samuel ſaid unto you. 

And Saul ſaid unto his uncle, He told us 
plainly that the aſſes were found. But of the 
matter of the kingdom, whereof Samuel 
ſpake, he told him not. 
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424 GOD'S FAITHFULNESS. 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


Though the divine majeſty was ſo openly inſulted, 
Gop in remembrance of his covenant with Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob, had compaſſion on their head-ftrong 
deſcendants, and ſelected for their ſovereign a man 
proper for the high office; and fo diſtinguiſhed for the 
graces of his perſon, as to preſerve him from the con. 
tempt of the heathens, who paid great regard to out. 
ward qualifications. His commanding aſpect was like. 
wiſe calculated to ſtrike awe into his ſubjects, and pre. 
vent their familiarity or inſults. 

Saul's going himſelf to ſeek his father's aſſes, ſhews 
the ſimplicity of manners which prevailed in thoſe 
times. Saul's ignorance in reſpect to Samuel proves, 
that religion was then at a very low ebb, otherwiſe all 
Ifrael would have known the prophet of the Lox ; you 
muſt not ſuppoſe that Samuel was regarded as a kind 
of fortune-teller : the preſent which Saul meant to 
make him was an offering of reſpeR, as the chief ma- 
giſtrate ; for it was cuſtomary to pay this kind of ho- 
mage. SEER is another word of the ſame ſignification 
as PRoOPHET—one who ſees in viſions what the Lorv 
reveals, There is ſomething very wonderful in this 
tranlaction, which ſhews the over-ruling providence of 
God, who can bring about great events by the molt 
trifling means. Saul ſought his father's aſſes, and 
found a kingdom. The LoD had made &noaun ſecretly 
to Samuel Saul's coming; ſo you are to underſtand the 
expreſſion, that zhe LORD 7old him in his car.” 

Saul was greatly ſurprifed at what Samuel commu— 
nicated to him, and behaved with becoming humility; 
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gamuel therefore, in aſſurance that what he foretold 
ſhould certainly come to paſs, took Saul to a retired 


place, and there anointed him, ſaluting him with a kiſs 


as a mark of honour and allegiance, and then inform- 
ed him of the nature and duty of his office ; that he 
was to conſider himſelf as CayTaAin over thoſe who were 
called the Lok D's inheritance, or God's peculiar people, 
and therefore he was accountable to Gop for all his 
actions, and ſhould always proceed as he found himſelf 
directed by the divine influence. In farther confirma- 
tion to Saul, that he would certainly be placed on the 
throne of Iſrael, Samuel predicted ſome trifling cir- 
cumſtances which would occur in his journey, but 
which would by their completion prove, that Samuel 
was really inſpired. He then told him that “ he 
e ſhould meet a company of prophets,” &c. 

Saul immediately on his departure from Samuel, 
felt that Gop had made him another man; * a new 
„ fire was kindled in his breaſt ; his mind panted with 
i* ardent defire to perform great exploits, and from a 
« huſbandman he found himſelf changed to a general, 
© a ſtateſman, and a prince.” Full of theſe exalted 
thoughts, he arrived at a place called Gop's Hill, on 
account of the reſidence of the prophets, where he met 
a company of the ſons or diſciples of the prophets, with 
their ſacred muſic; and the Spirit of the Loxp came 
ſuddenly upon him, ſo that he was able to join with- 
out any previous inſtruction, in exalting the name of 
the Loxp with holy rapture. 

Saul's neighbours might well be aſtoniſhed at finding 
him engaged in ſuch an employment, „ but one of 


* Henry's Annotations. 
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SAUL'S RETURN, 


„them anſwered and ſaid, who is their father!“ 
which is ſuppoſed to mean, zs net Gon their inſtruc. 
„ tor “ Who could make Saul a prophet as well ay 
the reſt. 5 

Before Saul returned home he went to the high 
place, or place of public worſhip, to offer up his thankſ. 
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givings, and did not boaſt of the honour that had been 


conferred on him, which was an inſtance of his hu. 
mility and prudence, 
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SAMUEL ASSEMBLETH THE PEOPLE—CasrzrHE 
LOTS rox a KING—AnD SAUL is cnhOS ZX 
Tus ISRAELITES APPROVE HIM». 


ND Samuel called the people together 
unto the Loxp to Mizpeh; 

And faid unto the children of Iſrael, Thus 
ſaith the LoRxD Gop of Iſrael, I brought up 
Iſrael out of Egypt, and delivered you out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of 
the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that 
oppreſſed you. 

And ye have this day rejected your Gop, 
who himfelf ſaved you out of all your ad- 
verſities and your tribulations : and ye have 
faid unto him, Nay, but ſet a king over us. 
Now therefore preſent yourſelves before the 
Loxp, by your tribes, and by your eu- 
ſands. 


And when Samuel had cauſed all the tuen 
of Iſrael to come near, the tribe of Benjamin 
was taken. 


When 


428 SAUL CHOSEN BY LOT. 
When he had cauſed the tribe of Benja- 


min to come near by their families, the fa- 


mily of Matri was taken, and Saul the ſon of 
Kiſh was taken: and when they ſought him, 
he could not be found. 

Therefore they enquired of the Loy 
further, if the man ſhould yet come thither: 
and the Lord anſwered, Behold, he hath hid 
himſelf among the ſtuff. 

And they ran and fetched him thence: 
and when he ſtood among the people, he 
was higher than any of the people, from his 
ſhoulders and upward. 

And Samuel ſaid to the people, See ye 
him whom the Lok p hath choſen, that there 
is none like him among all the people? 
And all the people ſhouted, 12 ſaid, God 
ſave the king. 

Then Samuel told the people the manner 
of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and 


laid it up before the Lord : and Samuel 
fent all the people away, every man to i, 


houſe. 
And Saul alſo went home to Gibeis 2 
there went with him a band of men, whoſe 


hearts Gop had touched. 
But 
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SAUL CHOSEN BY LOT. 429 
But the children of Belial ſaid, How ſhall 


this man ſave us? And they deſpiſed him, | 


and brought him no preſents: but he held 
his Peace. 


ANNOT ATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Samuel called a ſolemn aſſembly of the people in 
order to elect their king, but firſt reproved them for 
their folly in deſiring to have one; and though he knew 


the will of Gop, and had already anointed Saul, he 


gave the people the ſatisfaction of caſting lots, that 
they might be convinced that Saul was really appointed 
by the Loxp, who alone could determine the lot to 
fall agreeably to Samuel's election. It is probable, that 
Saul was apprehenſive that the people would reje& him 
with ſcorn and contempt, as he was of the meaneſt of 
the tribes, which made him reſolve.to conceal himſelf 
till the matter was determined. - 

A * learned author thinks, that Samuel made a 
regiſter to teſtify to the people, if they ſhould after- 
wards be unhappy under the arbitrary government of 
their kings, that they had brought the evils upon them- 


ſelves, and were juſtly puniſhed for rejecting the Lox o. 


ah had delivered them out of the hand of thoſe that 
'* oppreſſed them, and ſaved them out of all their tri- 


„ bulations.” 


* Biſhop Patrick. 
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Tus AMMONITES zncame AGAINST JABESH of the 
GILEAD—Trs INHABITANTS SEND MES. peop! 
SENGERS To SAUL, Wo DELIVERS THEN the t1 
our OF THEIR HANDS, AN Dp 1s CONFIRMED 1x Ar 
is KEINGbom,. 


HEN Nahaſh the Ammonite came Ar 
vp, and encamped againft Jabeſr- MW them 
lead: and all the men of Jabeſh ſaid unto the 0 
Nahaſh, Make a covenant with us, and we gers, 
will ſerve thee. | | after 
And Nahaſh the Ammonite anſwered done 
them, On this condition will I make a co- Lokr 
venant with you, that I may thruſt out al with 
your right eyes, and lay it for a reproach Ar 
upon all Iſrael. the « 
And the elders of Jabeſh ſaid unto him, thouſ 
Give us ſeven days reſpite, that we may fend MW thou! 
meſſengers unto all the coaſts of Iſrael: and Ar 
then if there be no man to ſave us, we will came 
come out to thee. | Jabel 
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SAUL BEGINS TO REIGN. 431 


Then came the meſſengers to Gibeah of 
Saul, and told the tidings in the ears of the 


people : and all the people lift _ their 


voices, and wept. 

And behold, Saul came after the herd out 
of the field, and Saul ſaid, What aileth the 
people that they weep ? And they told him 
the tidings of the men of Jabeſh. 

And the Spirit of Gop came upon Saul, 
when he heard thoſe tidings, and his anger 
was kindled greatly. | 

And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed 
them in pieces, and ſent them throughout all 
the coaſts of Iſrael by the hands of meſſen- 
gers, ſaying, Whoſoever cometh not forth 
after Saul, and after Samuel, ſo ſhall it be 
done unto his oxen : and the fear of the 
Lokp fell on the people, and they came out 
with one conſent, 

And when he numbered thaw in Bezek, 
the children of Ifrael were three hundred 
thouſand, and the men of TOON) _ 
thouſand. | 

And they ſaid unto the e that 
came, Thus ſhall ye ſay unto the men of 
Jabeſh-gilead, To-morrow by that time the 
= be hot, ye ſhall have help. And the 

mellengers 
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132 AMMONITES DEFEATED, 


meſſengers came and ſhewed it to the men 
of Jabeſh, and they were glad. 

Therefore the men of Jabeſh ſaid, To-mor- 
row we will come out unto you, and ye ſhall 
do with us all that ſeemeth good unto you. 

And it was ſo on the morrow, that Saul 
put the people in three companies, and they 
came into the midſt of the hoſt in the morn- 
ing watch, and flew the Ammonites, until 
the heat of the day: and it came to paſ;, 
that they which remained were ſcattered, ſo 
that two of them were not left together. 

And the people ſaid unto Samuel, Who is 
he that ſaid,. Shall Saul reign over us? Bring 
the men, that we may put them to death. 

And Saul ſaid, There ſhall not a man be 
put to death this day: for to-day the Lon 
hath wrought ſalvation in Iſrael. 

Then ſaid Samuel to the people, Come, 
and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the king- 
dom there. 

And all the people went to Gilgal, and 
there they made Saul king before the Lord 
in Gilgal : and there they ſacrificed ſacrifices 
of peace-offerings before the LORD: and 
there Saul and all the men of Iſrael rejoiced 


greatly. 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


To what an abje@ condition muſt the inhabitants of 
Jabeſh Gilead have been reduced | It is plain they had 
no confidence in the aid of the Load, nor did they at- 
tempt to ſeek it, being conſcious that as Iſrael had 
rejected Gop, they had no claim to his aſſiſtaunce; 
therefore, in order to ſave their lives, they determined 
to ſubmit to ſlavery ; the terms which Nahaſh propoſed 
to them were of the moſt humiliating kind. * The 
« reaſon he deſired to have their right eyes put out 
« was, that they might be rendered incapable of fight- 
„ing either with their bows and arrows, or with 
„ ſyords and ſhields. In combat the left eye is uſually 
covered with the ſhield ; and in ſhooting with the 
bow, it is cuſtomary to wink with 1t.** Such con- 
ditions were too injurious to be immediately complied 
with, the men of Jabeſh therefore begged a ſhort 
reipite, Nahaſh had ſo mean an opinion of the pec- 
ple that he made no objection to their requeſt, ſup+4 
poling that it was impoſſible for them to obtain ſuc- 
cours in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time. 

As ſome few amongſt the Iſraelites were  diſaFefted 
to Saul, he had choſen rather to retürn to His private 
lation, after he was elected, than to be the caufeè of 
civil diſſenſion; but as ſoon as he beheld his people in 
diſtreſs, he reſolved to act; as became the captain of 
«© the LORD's inheritance,” and was inſtantly inſpired 
with courage to oppoſe the Ammonites, Saul ſhewed 
great ſbill as well as bravery 3 in the exertion of his au-? 


| thority, and was "acknowledged king with gencral 
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acclamations; he had now an opportunity of reveng. 
ing himſelf on thoſe who had oppoſed his being 
elected; but with a true generoſity and nobleveſs of 
ſpirit, he forgave their injurious treatment, and in. 
puted his ſucceſs to the power of the Lox : by this 
moderation he gained the applauſes of the People 
who now vranimou/ly conſented to confirm him in the 


Kingdom: happy would it have been for Saul, if he 


had continued to act on ſuch principles. 
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SAMUEL TesTIFiETa Hts INTEGRITY—AC> 


CUSETH THE PEOPLE OF INGRATITUDE— A RE- 
MARKABLE STORM os HUND ER Axe 
RAIN, 


NP Samuel faid unto all Iſrael, Be- 

hold, I have hearkened unto your 

voice in all that ye ſaid unto me, and have 
made a king over you. 

And now, behold, the king walketh "op 
fore you: and I am old, and grey-headed : : 
and behold, my ſons are with you: and 1 
have walked before you from my childhood 

to this day. 

Behold, here I am: witneſs againſt me 
before the Lord, and before his anointed : 
whoſe ox have I taken? or whoſe aſs have T 
taken? or whom have I defrauded ? whom 
have I oppreſſed ? or of whoſe hand have I 
received any bribe to blind mine eyes there- 
with? and I will reſtore it to you. 


U 2 And 


436 SAMUEL'S REPRO OF. 


And they ſaid, Thou haſt not defrauded 
us, nor oppreſſed us, neither haſt thou taken 
ought of any man's hand. 

And he ſaid unto them, The Lord is wit- 
neſs againſt you, and his anointed 1s witneſ; 
this day, that ye have not found ought in my 
hand. And they anſwered, He is witneſs. 

And Samuel ſaid unto the people, It is 
the Lord that advanced Moſes and Aaron, 
and that brought your fathers up out of the 

land of Egypt. 

Now therefore ſtand ſtil, that I my rea- 
fon with you before the Lord, of all the 
righteous acts of the LORD which he did to 
you and to your fathers. 

When Jacob was come into Egypt, and 
your fathers cried unto the Loxp, then the 
Lord ſent Moles and Aaron, which brought 
forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made 
them dwell in this place. 

And when they forgat the Lorp their 
Gop, he ſold them into the hand of Siſera 
captain of the hoſt of Hazor, and into the 
hand of the Philiſtines, and into the hand of 
the king of Moab, and they fought againſt 
them. 
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And they cried unto the Lond, and faid, 
We have ſinned, becauſe we have forſaken 
the LoxD, and have ſerved Baalim and Afſh-_ 
taroth: but now deliver us out of the hand 
of our enemies, and we will ſerve thee. 

And the Lord ſent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, 
and Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered 
vou out of the hand of your enemies on 
every ſide, and ye dwelled fate. 

And when ye ſaw that Nahaſh the king 
of the children of Ammon came againſt you, 
ye faid unto me, Nay; but a king ſhall reign 
over us: when the Lokp your Gop was 
your king. | | 

Now therefore behold the king whom ye' 
have choſen, and whom ye have deſired : 
and behold, the Loxp hath ſer a king over 
you, | 

If ye will fear the Lox, and ſerve him, 
and obey his voice, and not rebel againſt the 
commandment of the Loxp, then ſhall both 
ye, and alſo the king that reigneth over 
you, continue following the Loxp your” 
Gob. 

But if ye will not obey the voice of the 
Loxp but rebel againſt the commandment 
of the Lokp, then. ſhall the hand of the 
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433 A MIRACULOUS STORM, 


Lonp be againſt you, as it was againſt your 
fathers. _ 
Now therefore ſtand and ſee this great 


thing which the Lex will do before your 
eyes. 


Is it not wheat- hl to-day? I will call | 


unto the Lorp, and he ſhall ſend thunder 
and rain: that ye may perceive and ſee 
that your wickedneſs is great which ye have 
done in the ſight of the Loxp in aſking you 
a king. | 

So Samuel called unto the Loxp, and the 
Lord ſent thunder and rain that day: and 
all the people greatly feared the Lorp and 
Samuel. 

And all the people faid unto Samuel, pray 
for thy ſervants unto the Loxp thy Go, 
that we die not: for we have added unto all 
our fins this evil, to afk us a king. 

And Samuel ſaid unto the people, Fear 


not : ye have done all this wickedneſs : yet 


turn not aſide from following the Lox, but 
ferve the Lord with all your heart; 
And turn ye not aſide: for then ſhould ye 


go after vain things, which cannot profit nor 


deliver: for they are vain. | 
For 
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THE PEOPLE COMFORT ED. 439 


For the Lord will not forſake his people, 
fr his great name's ſake : becauſe it hath 
pleaſed the Lonb to make you his people. 
Moreover, as for me, Gop forbid that I 
hould ſin againſt the LorÞ, in ceaſing to 
pray for you: but J will teach you the good 


and the right way : 
Only fear the Lord, and ferve him in 
truth with all your heart: for confider how 


great things he hath done for you. 
But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall 
be conſumed, both ye and your king. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


By the affecting diſcourſe which Samuel made to the 
Iſraelites, when he was going to reſign the government 
into Saul's hands, we may learn, that he was not in- 
ſenſible to the indignity they had put upon him, after 
ſo many years faithful ſervices; he therefore required, 
for the ſake of his reputation, that if they- had any 
crime to alledge againſt him, they would accuſe him to 
his face, that he might have an opportunity of vindica- 
ting himfelf: they could do no leſs than bear an honour- 
able teſtimony to the whole of his conduct, which had 
been regulated by the ſtricteſt rules of integrity and 
juſtice. Samuel left it to their conſciences to reproach 
them, for deſerting him in his old age, and proceeded 
to inſtruct them in their duty, 
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They were rejoicin g before Gon with their king, and 
as Saul's firſt act of royal power had been bleſſed with 
ſucceſs, they mizht think there was no harm in de. 
firing to have a king: Samuel therefore called to mind 
the various ſucceſſes they had experienced under the 
immediate direction of the Lox p, and aſſured them that 
if they wiſhed for happineſs, they muſt ſtill place their 
whole dependance on him, and then their king might 
prove a bleſſing to them; but to ſhew that the Logo 
was really diſpleaſed with them, he called on Him to 
give them a miraculcus ſign : this brought the people 
to a ſenſe of their ſin, and they were glad to implore 
Samuel to intercede for their pardon, who aſſured them 


of his willingneſs to inſtruct them in their duty, and of 


his earneft. prayers for their welfare; and comforted 
them under their preſent fears, with promiſes, that if 
they abſtained from idolatry, and kept ſteadfaſt in the 
way of Gop's commandments, the Loxp would ſtill 
continue to bleſs both them and their king; but warn- 
ed them at the ſame time, that if they did wickediy,' 
«© they ſhould be conſumed,” How kind and faithful 
ewas his. advice; haw affectionate his behaviour, not- 
withſtanding they had thewn ſuch contempt of his 
authority! 

There is one part of Samuel's inſtructions which call 
for our particular attention. If we would but conſider 
« bow great things Gop has box E for us; we ſhould 
be reſtrained from the commiſſion of many fins, and 
be always ready to“ /erve him in truth with all our 
% Heart. 
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JONATHAN THE Son of SAUL SUITE A 
GARRISON of THE PHILISTINES, who Ass EM- 
BLE A GREAT ARMY WHICH TERRIFIES THE IS- 
RAELITES—SAUL orFERETH a SACRIFICE—= 
SAMUEL REPROVETR HIM—SAUE EN JIOINS 
$TRICT ABSTINENCE: ON Pain or DEATH -O- 
NATHAN zaTtETH HoNEXY— HIS FATHER coN- 
DEMNETH HIM— H Is RESCUED BY THE PEOPLE. 


NAUL reigned one year; and when he 
I had reigned two years over Ifrael, 
Saul choſe him three thouſand men of 
Iſrael; whereof two thouſand were with Saul 
in Michmaſh-and in mount Beth-el, and a 
thouſand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of 
Benjamin: and the reſt of the people he ſent - 
every man to his tent. 
And Jonathan ſmote the garriſon of the 
Philiſtines that was in Geba: and the Phi- 


liſtines heard of it. And Saul blew the trum 


pet throughout all the land, ſaying, Let the 
Hebrews hear. 
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442 SAUL'S OFFERING. 
And all Iſrael heard fay that Saul had 


ſmitten a garriſon of the Philiſtines, and 
that Iſrael alſo was had in abomination with 
the Philiſtines. And the people were called 
together after Saul to Gilgal. 

And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves 
together to fight with Iſrael, thirty thouſand 
chariots, and fix thouſand horſemen, and 
people as the ſand which is on the ſea-ſhore 
in multitude: and they came up, and pitch- 
ed in Michmaſh, eaſtward from Beth-aven, 

When the men of Iſrael ſaw that they were 
in a ſtrait, for the people were diſtreſſed, 
then the people did hide themſelves in caves, 
and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high 
places, and in pits. 

And ſome of the Hebrews went over Jor- 
dan to the land of Gad and Gilead, As for 
Saul he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people 
followed him trembling. 

And he tarried ſeven days, according to 
the ſet time that Samuel had appointed: but 
Samuel came not to Gilgal ; and the people 
were ſcattered from him. 

And Saul faid, Bring hither a burnt-of- 
fering to me, and peace-offerings. And he 
offered the burnt-offering, 
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And it came to paſs, that as ſoon as he 


had made an end of offering the burat-of- 


fering, behold, Samuel came ; and Saul went 
out to meet him, that he might ſalute him. 

And Samuel ſaid; What haſt thou done? 
and Saul ſaid, Becauſe I ſaw that the people 
were ſcattered from me, and that thou cameſt 
not within the days appointed, and that the 
Philiſtines gathered themſelves together to 
Michmaſh 5 : 

Therefore ſaid I, the Philiſtines will come 
down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have 
not made ſupplication unto the Lord : I 
forced myſelf therefore, and offered a burnt- 
offering. | 

And Samuel ſaid to Saul, Thou haft done 
fooliſhly : thou haſt not kept the command- 
ment of the Lozxp thy Gop which he com- 
manded thee : for now would the Lorp 
have eſtabliſhed thy kingdom upon Iſrael 
for ever. 

But now thy kingdom ſhall not continue: 
the Lord hath ſought him a man after his 
own heart, and the Loxp hath commanded 
him to be captain over his people, becauſe 
thou haſt not kept that which the Lord 


commanded thee. 
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444 PHILISTINE ARMIRS. 


And Samuel aroſe and gat him up from 


Gilgal unto- Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul 
numbered the people that were preſent with 


him about ſix hundred men. 
And Saul and Jonathan his ſon, and the 


people that were preſent with them, abode 
in Gibeah of Benjamin: but the Philiſtines 


encamped in Michmaſh. * 


And the ſpoilers came out of the camp 
of the Philiſtines in three companies: one 


company turned unto the way that leadeth 
to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual.:. 


And another company turned the way. to 


Beth-horon: and another company turned 
to the valley of Zeboim toward the wil- 
derneſs. 

Now there was no ſmith found through- 
out all the land of Iſrael : for the Philiſtines 


ſaid, Leſt the Hebrews make them . ſwords 


or ſpears. 
But all the Iſraelites went down to the Phi- 


Fiſtines to ſharpen every man his ſhare, and 


his coulter, and his ax, and his. mattock.. 
Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and 


for the coulters, and for the forks; and for 


the axes, and to ſharpen the goads, 
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$9 it came to paſs in the day of battle, 
that there was neither ſword nor ſpear found 
in the hand of any of the people that were 
with Saul and Jonathan ; but with Saul and 
with Jonathan his ſon was there found. 

And the garriſon of the Philiſtines went 


out to the paſſage of Michmaſh. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


Saul's conduct in reſpe& to diſbanding his army was 
very impolitick : Jonathan his fon, was a perſon of 
great bravery, but in ſmiting a garriſon of the Philiſ- 
tines he was guilty of a very raſh action; it is ſuppoſed 
he did it at his father's command, and that it was a 
breach of ſome treaty between Iſrael and the Philiſtines; 
which fo enraged the latter, that they thirſted for re- 
verge. When the enemy had a vaſt army ready, Saul 
began to collect forces to oppoſe them; but you find. 
his troops had no heart to the combat, and expreſſed 
the utmoſt confternation-and deſpair. As Samuel was 
abſent, they knew not how. to have recourſe to the 
Loxp; and without an aſſurance of the divine aſift» 


. ance, n ſpirits ſunk within them. 


It appears to have been a rule eſtabliſſied by 1 
authority, that the king ſhould wait ſeven days without 
engaging in any important undertaking till the propfet 
of the Loxp arrived: Samuel had publiely declared, 
that the condition of Saul's'eftabliſhment on the throne; 
was, his fearing  GoD, and obeying his commands; and 

that 
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446 SAUL'S TRANSGRESSION. 


that if he rebelled againſt the Log y, he ſhould be . 
fumed. Saul, regardleſs of this, in the firſt inſtance he 
had of ſhewing his obedience, determined to -a& for 
himſelf, as if the ſapreme Being was ſubject to his 
will, and he had a right to expect an anſwer from Him 
by any means he himſelf choſe; and therefore, though 
he was neither prieſt nor prophet, preſumed to offer 
ſacriſices, * contrary to the law of Moſes ; by this pre. 
cipitate ſtep he highly provoked God, and forfeited his 
right to the crown. When Samuel reproved him, he 
began to juſtify himſelf by falſe and mean excuſes, 
which proved, that + he knew he had behaved wrong; 
and his whole conduct ſhews, that he intended to act in 
an arbitrary manner, independant of Gon and his 
prophet, and therefore he was zhreatned to be rejected 
by the Loxy. Though Saul's crime may appear at 
firſt ſight a very trifling matter, we may be certain, 
from the heavy diſpleaſure of Gop, that it proceeded 
from the worſt motives, and that he really diſtruſted 
and neglected Gov. 

The Philiſtines, in their former conqueſts having 
captured all the ſmiths, and prevented their return, 
the Iſraelites were ill-furniſhed to conteſt with ſuch 
mighty armies, having no weapons beſides their uten- 


ſils for huſbandry but bows and arrows, flings and 


ſtones, with which ſome of them were very expert. 
It is 5 ſuppoſed that there is an error in the tranſla- 
tion, reſpecting the number of chariots which the Phi- 


* Num. Xviil. 7. + Chandler's Life of King Davids 
& Eſſay for a new Tranſlations | a 
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tines are ſaid to have had, and that inſtead of thirey 
thouſand chariots, they had only zhree thouſand. 

Whilſt Saul and his little army remained in a ſtate 
of ſuſpence, fearful of attacking the Philiſtines, yet 
unwilling to flee from them, his ſon Jonathan, who 
had not only a conſiderable ſhare of natural courage, 
but great faith in Gop, was impatient for action; but 
as he had not received orders from Saul, could not 
march his forces to battle; he therefore propoſed to 
his armour-bearer to make an experiment, by which: 
he ſhould diſcover, whether the Loxp would be with 
them or not: this was, to ſhew themſelves to the Phi- 
liſtines from the rock; and if they ſhould fay, ** come 
„up to us,” he ſhould regard it as a ſign that the 
Loxp approved his zeal, and would exert his divine 
power; which could render one man equal to an 5%, 
as the Lox could ſave by many or by few.” His 
armour-bearer agreed to the propoſal, and they re- 
ceived the very fign they wiſhed for; upon which, 
they climbed the rock, and confident of the aid of the 
Loxv, immediately attacked the Philiſtines ; who, 
{ized with ſudden fear, fell before them: there was 
at the ſame time an earthquake, and the Philiſtines, 
in the utmoſt confuſion, deſtroyed each other, turn- 
ing every man his ſword againſt his fellow; ſo that the 
care they had taken to prevent the Iſraelites having 
any ſwords, proved ineffectual. 


aul being apprized by the watchman that there was 


a laughter amongſt the enemy, began numbering his 
troops; when, to his aſtoniſhment, none were miſſing 
but Jonathan and his armour-bearer.! Saul had with 
kim in the camp, a prieſt named Ahiah, of the houſe 
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of Eli, whom he had, as is ſuppoſed, ſent for when 8a. 
muel left him, and he had brought the ark with him; 
the King therefore deſired the prieſt to enquire of God, 
for he found himſelf quite at a loſs what courſe to 
take: before the prieſt had done fo, they heard the 
ſhouting in the camp of the enemy, and underſtood that 
the Lord fought for Iſrael; upon this the king gave 
immediate command for his troops to follow him, and 
haſtened to the combat; which he purſued with ſuch 
fury, that there was a great ſlaughter; many who had 
deſcrted him returned to their duty, and thoſe who had 


« /qved Iſrael that day." 
Saul being apprehenſive, that the people finding 
plenty of proviſions in the enemy's camp, would be 


the victory, gave a ſevere order, that none ſhould 
touch any kind of food that day on pain of death, 
and bound himſelf with an oath to put jt in execution, 
Jonathan and his armour-bearer were abſent when this 
curſe was denounced, .and marching their army through 
a wood, in which there was ſuch plenty of honey that 
it-even dropped on the ground, Jonathan. took up a 
little upon the end.of his ſtaff, which refreſhed him 
exceedingly, after the great fatigue he had undergone. 
He was then informed of his father's oath, of which 
the people were ſo obſervant, that though extremely 
faint, not one ventured to indulge his appetite. Jona-. 
than remarked how unreaſonable his father's conduct 
was, fince the troops might have extended their. con- 
queſts, if their ſtrength had been renewed. by a little 
nouriſhment. 


hid themſelves came forth to join him, “ /o the Loa 


tempted to ſtay and feaſt themſelves, inſtead of purſuing 
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In the evening when the reſtraint was taken off, the 
people were ſo eager for food, that they had not pati- 
ence to ſtay till their meat was dreſſed; but, contrary 
to their law, and like a ſet of ſavage barbarians, began 
to devour their food whilſt the blgod ran. When Saul 
was informed of it, he commanded, that they ſhould 
for the future, kill their cattle at a place appointed by 
him : the people immediately complied. On this oc- 
caſion Saul built an altar, that he might offer ſacrttice, 
either by way of atonement for the people's ſin, or in 
acknowledgment of the late victory. He then deſired 
to renew the purſuit of the Philiſtines; but the prieſt 
propoſed, that they ſhould firſt enguire of Gop : he, 
accordingly did ſo, but received no anſwer. Saul un- 
willing to ſuppoſe himſelf in any fault, immediately 
concluded that there was ſome in the camp who had 
incurred his curſe by eating food; he therefore made 
a raſh vow, that the offender ſhould be put to death, 
even if it were Jonathan his ſon. 'The people would 
make no diſcovery; therefore he proceeded to caſt lots, 
and the lot fell upon Jonathan, who readily confeſſed, 
that being overcome with faintneſs, he had taſted a 
little honey, not knowing of his father's interdiction: 
Saul inſtead of expreſſing that grief, which a diſcovery 
lie this would naturally occaſion in the breaſt of an 
affectionate father, without one expreſſion of tender- 
nels and regret, condemned him to inſtant death; 
ſaying, „ Gop do /o to me, and more alſo; but thou 
© ſalt ſurely die Fonathan.” The people however 
reſcued him, for they were reſolved that this valiant 
prince, who had been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by 

the 
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the favour of the Lox d, in that day's ſignal victory, 
ſhould not be put to death for an offence which he had 
ignorantly committed; not doubting, but that the 
Loxp would accept an atonement for his ſin, if it 
were one. As for Saul, he certainly had expoſed him. 
felf to the curſe of Goy, and you! wal 1 that it 


afterwards fell upon Hain * *. 


* As I may be blamed for omitting ſotne chapters, which (like 
the 14th of the firſt book of Samuel) might have been properly in- 
troduced, and ſubſtituting my own Annotations in their ſtead; it is 
neceſſary for me to obſerve, that 1 never do ſo without regret; and 
ſolely with a view of contracting the fize of my work. Every page 
of holy writ, appears to me like the ſeparate jewels in a royal diadem, 
ſhining with intrinſic luſtre, and contributing to the beauty of the 
whole. The ſelection I have made, will, I truſt, be the happy 
means of proving the truth of this ſentiment, by leading young 
minds to a diligent and comprehenfive ſtudy of the Sacred Volume; 
for it muſt be remembered, that this compoſition i is not intended. ad 
a vhficure for _ down „ but as. an rid to it. 
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SE C T. LXVI. 


SAMUEL szvbzrß SAU L To DESTROY THE 
 AMALEKITES—Hze sTARZTH THE. KING anD 

THE BEST OF THE SPOIL—HE Is REJECTED BY 
' GOD rox nis Drs0BPDIENCE. 


HEN Saul went up from following 
the Philiſtines: and the Fan 
went to their oun place. 

So Saul took the kingdom over Iſrael, 
and fought againſt all his enemies on every 
ſide, againſt Moab, and againſt the children 
of Ammon, and againſt Edom, and againſt 
the kings of Zobah, and againſt the Phalif- 
tines: and whitherſoever be turned himſelf 
he vexed them. 

And there was fore war againſt the Phi- 
liſtines all the days of Saul: and when Saul 
ſaw any ſtrong man, or any 1 valiant man, he 
took him unto him. {93 

Samuel alſo ſaid unta Saul, The Lord 
ſent me to anoint thee to be king over his 


people, 
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people, over Iſrael; now therefore hearken 
thou unto the voice of the words of the 
LoRD. 

Thus ſaith the 3 of hoſts, I remem- 
ber that which Amalek did to Iſrael, how he 
laid wait for him in the way when he came 
up from Egypt. | 

Now go and ſmite Amilek, and utterly 
deſtroy all that they have, and ſpare them 
not; but ſlay both man and woman, infant 
and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel and aſs. 

And Saul gathered the people together, 

and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred 
thouſand footmen, and ten thouſand men of 
Judah. 1045800 
And Saul came oa city of Amalek, and 
laid wait in the valley. 
And Saul an n Go, de- 
part, get ye down from among the Amale- 
kites, leſt I deſtroy you with them: for ye 
ſhewed kindneſs to all the children of Iſrael 
wheb they came up out of Egypt. 80 
4 en . among the Ama- 
lekites. | 

And Saul 3 the Anni em Ha- 
vilah until thou comeſt to Shur, that is over 
againſt Egypt. 
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And he took Agag the Ring of the Ama- 
lekites alive, and utterly deſtroyed all the 
people with the edge of the ſword. 

But Saul and the people ſpared Agag, and 
the beſt of the ſheep, and of the oxen, and 
of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that 
was good, and would not utterly deſtroy 
them : bur every thing that was vile and re- 
fuſe, that they deſtroyed utterly. 

Then came the word of the Lonxp unto 
Samuel, ſaying, 

It repenteth me that I have ſet up Saul to 
be king: for he is turned back from follow- 
ing me, and hath not performed my com- 
mandments. And it grieved Samuel; and 
he cried unto the Lorp all night. 

And when Samuel roſe early to meet Saul 
in the morning, it was told Samuel, ſaying, 
Saul came to Carmel, and behold he ſet him 


up a place, and is gone about and paſſed on, 


and gone down to Gilgal. | 

And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul ſaid 
unto him, Bleſſed be thou of the Lorp © I 
have performed the commandment of the 
Logp, 


Ant - 


* 
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And Samuel” ſaid, What meaneth then 
this bleating of the ſheep in mine ears, and 
the lowing of the oxen which I hear ? 

And Saul ſaid, They have. brought them 
from the Amalekites : for the people ſpared 
the beſt of the ſheep and of the oxen to ſa- 
crifice unto the Loxp thy Gop, and the ref 
we have utterly deſtroyed. 

Then Samuel ſaid unto Saul, Stay, and 
I will tell thee what the Lord hath ſaid to 
me this night. And he ſaid unto him, 
Say on. 

And Samuel ſaid, When thou waſt little 
in thine own fight, waſt thou not made the 
head of the tribes of Iſrael, and the Lon 
anointed thee king over Iſrael ? 

And the Lorp ſent thee on a journey, 
and ſaid, Go, and utterly deſtroy the ſinners 
the Amalekites, and figat againſt them until 
they be conſumed. 

Wherefore then didſt thou not obey the 
voice of the Loxp, but didſt fly upon the 
ſpoil, and didſtevil in the ſight of the Lox! 

And Saul ſaid unto Samuel, Yea, I have 
obeyed the voice of the Loxp, and have 
gone the way which the Load ſent me, and 

3 have 


S8 AU rann, aw 
have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and 
have utterly deſtroyed the Amalekites. 

But the people took of the ſpoil, ſheep 
and oxen, the chief of the things which 
ſnould have been utterly deſtroyed, to ſacri- 
fice unto the LorD thy Gop in Gilgal. 

And Samuel ſaid, hath the LoRp as great 
delight in burnt- offerings and ſacrifice as in 

obeying the voice of the Lox D? Behold, to 
obey is better than ſacrifice; and to hearken, 
than the fat of rams. | 

For rebellion is as the fin of ee 
and ſtubbornneſs is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Becauſe thou haſt rejected the word of the 
LokD, he alſo hath rejected thee from being 
king. 

And Saul ſaid unto Samus}, I base Gnried: 
for I have tranſgreſſed the commandment of 
the Lord, and thy words: becauſe I feared 
the people, and obeyed their voice. 

Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon 'my 
fin, and turn again with me, that I may 
worſhip the Loxzp. . 

And Samuel ſaid unto Saul, I will not re- 
turn with thee: for thou haſt rejected the 
word of the Loxp, and the Lord hath re- 
jected thee from being king over Iſrael. 

| And 


£ 
z 
| 
: 
| 
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And as Samuel turned about to go away, 
he laid hold wpon he ſkirt EN his mantle 
and i it rent. 

And Samuel faid unto hind) The Lon 
Path rent the kingdom of Ifrael from thee 
this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of 
_ that is better than thou. 

And alſo the ſtrength of Iſrael will not 


lie nor repent: for he is not a man that he 


Mould repent. | 

Then he ſaid, I have fi ME yet lar 
me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my 
people, and before Iſrael, and turn again with 
me, that I may worſhip the Loa D thy Gob. 


So Samuel turned again after Saul: and | 
Saul worſhipped the Lox. 


Then ſaid Samuel, Bring ye Hicher t to me 


Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag 


came unto him delicately. And Agag ſaid, 


| Surely the bitterneſs of death is paſt, 


And Samuel ſaid, As thy ſword hath made 
women childleſs, ſo ſhall thy mother be 
childleſs among women. And Samuel hewed 
Agag in pieces before the Lon p in Gilgal. 
Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul 
went up to his houſe to Gibeah of Saul. 
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* 


ANNOTATIONS ANDY REFLECTIONS. 


The Amalekites were a people who originally de- 


ſcended from Amalek the ſon of Eliphaz, Eſau's firſt- 
born; they had, it ſeems, been driven out from the 
land of Edom, and ſuddenly ſprang up into a great 


and powerful nation; though the true religion muſt 


have been known amongſt them, they had gradually 
loſt it, and adopted idolatry in its ſtead. 

You have read in a former Section, my dear, that 
when the children of Iſrael were advanced a little way 
on their journey towards the land of Canaan, the 
Amalekites attacked them in their rear, whilſt they 
were feeble, faint and weary, without any provocation 
and that this action proceeded from defiance of Gon, 
and was ſo heinous a fin, that the * Lorp commanded 
« Moſes to record in a book, and rehearſe in the ears of 
*« the people, that Foſhua had defeated them by the nid 
« of the LoerD; who would have war with Amalet 
* from generation to generation, and utterly deſtroy tbem. 
This may at firſt ſight appear a hard ſentence, but we 
muſt conſider, that the Lox D who paſſed it, knew 
what the Amalekites awould do in future; that the 
whole race of them would be addicted to the ſame 
crimes, and deſerve the like puniſhment ; and that all the 
wonders he ſhould work, would have no effect on them, 
tor they would ſtill continue to defy his power, and re- 
|? his will; they would therefore be- objects of divine 
J*/*ice, and not of mercy. There are ſeveral inſtances 


*F ExoOd. xvii. 14. 


Vor. II. X of 
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of the Amalekites endeavouring to defeat the divine 
deſigns in favour of Iſrael ; particularly in the days of 
Ehud, Gideon, and Jephthah ; for “ they feared not 
„ Gov, but their hand was 1; ted up againſt the throne 
* of the Logo.” 

The time was now arrived which the Lord had ap- 
pointed for their deſtruction, and Saul was choſen as 
the inſtrument of divine vengeance ; he received par- 
ticular direction from the prophet of the Lox b to ex- 
_ 2irpate them entirely; and as captain of the LoRD's in- 
beritance, it was his duty to pay implicit obedience; 
but you find he did not, and when Samuel reproached 
him, he pretended that he reſerved the beſt of the ſpoil 
out of a principle of devotion; but Samuel told him, 
that a careful conformity to moral precepts, recom- 
c mends us to Gop more than any ceremonaal ob- 
«« ſervances; and that the Lox p regards the heart, 
* and not the outward actions of men.“ Saul's fin 
was as great as witchcraft, (or endeavouring to procure 
the aſliſtance of evil ſpirits,) becauſe it implied ele, 
and defiance of Gop ; and as he had preſumed to rebel 
againſt the Loxp, and ſet the people ſo bad an ex- 
ample, he was unworthy to govern them. 

Saul profeſs'd to be very penitent; but there is rea- 
ſon to ſuppole his repentance was not fincere, for he 
attributed what he had done to fear of the people; when 
it is evident from the preceding part of his hiſtory, 
that he ruled them with the moſt arbitrary ſway ; and 
it appears, that he was more ſolicitous to maintain his 
own dignity, and to be treated with reſpect by Samuel, 


than to obtain the pardon of Gop ;—in ſhort, we may 
de 
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be ſure he was not heartily ſorry for his fault, or he 
would have been forgiven, 

It is ſaid that Samuel hewed Agag to pieces BrFORE 
THE LorD. This action of the prophet has been 
greatly cenſured, and therefore, my dear, I will en- 
deavour to explain it to you; for which purpoſe 1 
muſt remind you of the difference between Gop's people 
and idolators. The former, in acknowledgment that 
their lives were forfeited by their ſins, offered the ſaeri- 
fices appointed by the Lox b, which were accepted in 
their ſtead, and on account of their repentance, faith, 
and qwillingne/ſs to obey, Gop graciouſly REDEEMED 
them. 

The idolatrous nations repeatedly committed pre- 
ſumptuous fins : ſo far from wiſhing to be reconciled to 
God they deſpiſed his power, re/fifted his auill, and feorn- 


ed his mercy, therefore no ATONEMENT could be made 


for them for avant of that repentance and faith which 


gave efficacy to ALL SACRIFICES, and Gop had an 
undoubted r/g4t to require their lives by any means 
that ſeemed proper to his infinite wiſdom. His pecu- 
liar people, the Iſraelites, were appointed to extirpate 
theſe ſinners, and whenever they did /o, might be ſaid 
to ay them BEFORE THE LORD, So you ſee that 
Samuel if he had even killed Agag 7h his own hands, 
only did that in GIL SAL which Saul ought to have 
done in the feld of battle; and had he permitted him 
to live, would have been an accomplice with Saul in 


his di/obedience, Learned authors ſuppoſe, from the 


cv:dent meaning of ſimilar paſſages, that Samuel only 
«043auded A gag to be ſlain, 
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TAE Hisrory or KING DAVID — AN OIN TED r 
SAMUEL—SAUL $ENDETH FOR HIM TO QUIET 
THE EVIL SPIRIT. | 


\ ND Samuel came no more to ſee Saul 

until the day of his death : neverthe- 

leſs, Samuel mourned for Saul: and the 

LoxD repented that he had made Saul king 
over Iſrael. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Samuel, How 
long wilt thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing I have 
rejected hifn from reigning over Iſrael? fill 
thine horn with oil, and go, I will ſend thee 
to Jeſſe the Beth-lemite: for I have pro- 
vided me a king among his ſons. 

And Samuel ſaid, How can I go? if Saul 
hear it, he will kill me. And the Lokb 
ſaid, Take an heifer with thee, and ſay, I am 
come to ſacrifice to the LoR D? 

And call Jeſſe to the ſacrifice, and J vill 


ſhew thee what thou ſhalt do: and thou 
ſhalt 
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SAMUEL'S VISIT TO JESSE, 46s 


ſhalt anoint unto me him whom I name 


unto thee, 


And Samuel did that which the Loxp 
ſpake, and came to Beth-lehem. And the 
elders of the town trembled at his coming, 
and ſaid, comeſt thou peaceably ? 

And he ſaid, Peaceably: I am come to 
ſacrifice unto the LoxD: ſanctify yourſelves, 
and come with me to the ſacrifice, And he 
ſanctified Jeſſe and his ſons, and called them 
to the ſacrifice. [2 

And it came to paſs when they were 
come, that he looked on Eliab, and ſaid, 
Surely the Lord's anointed is before him. 

But the Loxp ſaid unto Samuel, Look 
not on his countenance, or on the height of 
his ſtature; becauſe I have refuſed him. For 


the Los p ſeeth not as man ſeeth; for man 


looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Load looketh on the heart. 

Then Jeſſe called Abinadab, and made 
him paſs before Samuel. And he ſaid, Nei- 
ther hath the Lord choſen this. 

Then Jefſe made Shammah to paſs by. 
And he ſaid, Neither hath the Lon o choſen 
this, 


X 3; Again, 
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Again, Jeſſe made ſeven of his ſons to 
paſs before Samuel. And Samuel ſaid unto 
Jeſſe, The Lord hath not choſen theſe. 

And Samuel ſaid unto Jeſſe, Are here all 
thy children? and he ſaid, There remaineth 
yet the youngeſt, and behold he keepeth the 
ſheep. And-Samuel faid unto Jeſſe, Send 
and fetch him: for we will not fit down till 
he come hither, 

And he ſent and brouglit Um in. Now 
he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful 
countenance, and goodly to look to. And 
the LoRp faid, Mer anoint him: : for this 
is he. | 

Then Samuel took * horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the midſt of his brethren, 
and the Spirit of the LoxD came upon David 
from that day forward. So: Samuel roſe up, 
and went to Ramah. © 

But the Spirit of the LoxD Gepested from 
Saul, and an evil ſpirit from the Lok 
troubled him. 

And Saus ſervants ſaid unto him, Behold, 
now an evil ſpirit from Gop troubleth thee. 

Let our lord command now thy ſervants, 
which are before thee, to ſeek out a man 


who is a cunning player on an harp: and it 
ſhall 
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mall come to paſs when the evil ſpirit from 
Gb is upon thee, that he ſhall play with his 
hand, and thou ſhalt be well. 

And Saul-ſaid unto his ſervants, Provide 
me now a man that can play well, and bring 


him to me. 
Then anſwered one of the ſervants and 


ſaid, Behold, I have ſeen a ſon of Jeſſe the 
Beth-Jehemite, that is cunning in playing, 
and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, 
and prudent in matters, and a comely _—_ 
and the Lord is with him. nf» 

Wherefore Saul ſent meſſengers unto 
Jeſſe, and ſaid, Send me David thy ſon, 
which 1s with the ſheep. 

And Jeſſe took an aſs laden with bread, 
and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and ſent 
them by David his ſon unto Saul. 

And David came to Saul, and ſtood be- 
fore him: and he loved him greatly, and 2s N 
became his armour- bearer. 

And Saul ſent to Jeſſe, ſaying, Let David, 
I pray thee ſtand before me: for he hath 
found favour in my ſight. | 

And it came to paſs when the evil ſpirit 
from Gop was upon Saul, that David took 

X 4 an 
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an harp, and played with his hand: ſo Saul 
was refreſhed, and was well, and the evil 
ſpirit departed from him. | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Though Samuel came no more to viſit Saul, yet like 
a good man, he lamented to ſee that the king was fo 
blind to his trueſt intereſt, as to be likely to prove a 
curſe inſtead of a bleſſing to the people; and earneſtly 
prayed to the Lox y in his behalf, and carried his grief 
to ſach a length, that Gop reproved him for it. I 
have before told you, my dear, what you are to under- 
ſtand by the expreſſion Gop repents;” but let me 
repeat, that it does not mean that the ſupreme Being 
changeth his mind, like variable man, but only mates 
*© @ change in his diſpenſations.” 

As it pleaſed Gop that David ſhould undergo a va- 
riety of trials before he aſcended the throne, it was ne- 
ceſſary that he ſhould be anointed privately, leſt thoſe 
who were diſcontented with Saul's government, might 
make it a pretence to dethrone him; and it was not 
intended that David ſhould reign till Saul was dead. 

Samuel as a prophet, had a right to offer ſacrifices ; 
and therefore might conceal his principal view in going 
to Bethlehem, as it did not concern the public to be 
made acquainted with it at that time, and would have 
raiſed great commotions in the kingdom. The Beth- 
lehemites were alarmed at his viſit, fearing that he 
came to reprove them for fin, and to denounce ſome 
judgment againſt them, | 
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If Samuel anointed David in the mid of his bre- 
thren, it is likely they did not rightly underſtand the- 
meaning of the ceremony, but might ſuppoſe that he 
was appointed to the prophetic officez had they known: 
that he was to reign over them, it is likely they would: 
have divulged the ſecret, and been ſtill more envious: 
of him than they were. | 

David you find, was conſidered as a perſon of little 
conſequence by. his family, for they did not ſend for 
him to the ſacrifice. He was a youth of a moſt amia- 
ble diſpoſition and great piety:; and it is ſuppoſed,, 
that whilſt he was looking after his flocks, he amuſed 
himſelf with ſinging the praiſes of the Lonp, but 
could not have had a. very liberal education; for the 
Jews in general, contented themſelves with inſtructing 
their children in the law of Moſes ; neither had he 
learnt the graces of converſation: by mixing with fo-- 


ciety ; but as he was choſen to be the future king of 


Ifrael, the Lok p /ent his Spirit upon him, which-imme- 


diately ſupplied every defect. David joyfully received: 


this invaluable gift, and reſolved to ſubmit himſelf to- 
the guidance of the Lord : he ſometimes dewated from 
this wiſe reſolution, which involved him. in diftreſs ;, 
but whenever he availed himſelf of the high. privilege 
he enjoyed by ſeeking the Lox p with humility, and: 


faith in his promiſes, he met with ſapernatural aid, 
and was occa/jonally, a ſublime poet, a great warrior, a: 


perſuaſive orator, and a prophet. As an earneſt that 
he ſhould be endued with ſtrength and courage to ſub- 
due the enemies of Iſrael, he was enabled to defend 


nis tender ſheep and lambs from the furious ravages of: 


. £ a lion 
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a lion and a bear, and kill them both, W rs he had 
no other weapon but his ſhepherd's crook. - 

Whilſt David in his humble ſtation was 8 
by the Lon, Saul on his throne was ſuffering all the 
torments of deſpair. The Loxsp had forſaken and re- 
jected him on account of his impiety, and his mind 
became a prey to the blackeſt melancholy, and ſubject 
to violent emotions of anger and cruelty, jealouſy and 
fear; fo that at times, he was tranſported to madneſs; 
nay, it is ſaid, that an evil ſpirit from the Lord 
. troubled bim. We are * told, in ſeveral parts of 
Scripture, that the Devil, and the reſt of the fallen 
angels, are ever on the watch to inſpire evil thoughts, 
and draw men into ſin unleſs they be watchful, and that 
their ſuggeſtions are always contrary to the word of Gon: 
they can do nothing without Gop's permiſſion, but 
were ſometimes left at liberty to aMi& thoſe who were 
incorrigibly wicked; particularly, ſuch perſons as had 
reſiſted the divine influence of the HoLyY SIRIT, of 
_ which number was Saul. You read, that as ſoon as he 
was anointed by Samuel, his heart auas changed, and 
*< he became another man; but he ſoon di/pi/ed the 
Los p, and choſe to act agreeably to the dictates of 
his awn paſſions, inſtead of intreating the Lord to con- 
tinue to direct him in the right way; it therefore ap- 
pears a very juſt puniſhment, that he ſhould be made 
tenſible of the value of the gift he had rejected, which 
would have enabled him to overcome all baſe incli- 
nations and evil ſuggeſtions, and reſtored his mind to 
peace and ſerenity. 

v Mat. xiii. 19. Eph. vi. 12. James iv. 7. Peter v. 8, 9. 
2 Cor. xi. 3. Luke xxile 3. John ili. 2, 27. Act v. 3 
z Cor. ii. 11. . 3 The 
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The power of muſic to compoſe the paſſions is very 
great, and David's muſt have been particularly effica- | 
cious, as we may ſuppoſe he accompanied his harp with 
his voice, and ſung ſome of thoſe ſublime pfalms, the 
bare reading of which, at this diſtance of. time, will 
ſooth affliction, baniſh deſpair, and elevate the heart 
to aſpire after heavenly joys: no wonder, therefore, 
that ſuch divine accents ſhould drive away the evil 
/pirit, to whom the praiſes of Gop muſt have been 
hateful; or that Saul's mind ſhould be compoſed by 
ſuch a remedy, eſpecially as the Lozo. directed David 
in the application of it. 

David was repreſented to Saul not only as a ſkilful 
muſician, but as a man of valour, this being the greateſt 
recommendation to his favour ; for avhen Saul ſaw' 
any frong man or any valiant man, he took him unto 
„% him.“ David's exploits in killing the lion and the 
bear, had doubtleſs raiſed his fame; and as they were 
of {o extraordinary a nature, were attributed by thoſe 
who knew of them, to the aſſiſtance of the Lomp ; 
eſpecially, as the great endowments which David poſ- 
ſeſſed, could no otherwiſe be accounted for, than by 
luppoiing that * e Lok D was with him.” 

The preſent which Jeſſe ſent was a token of loyalty ; 
and perhaps it might be at David's deſire, to teſtify 
thatit was his wiſh to pay allegiance to his ſovereign, 

Saul muſt have felt himſelf greatly indebted to the 
kind hand that had been inſtrumental to his recovery ; 
and to do David honour might appoint him his ar- 
mour-bearer, that is one of his guards ; which was. at 
that time a mere nominal place, as there was no war, 
Princes and generals had a number of ſuch perſons 

X 6 attending 
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attending on them; ſome bore the ſhield, ſome the 
target and ſpear, others bucklers and ſwords; of 
theſe armour-bearers Saul ſeems to have had 2000, 
and his ſon Jonathan 1000. | 

When the purpoſe for which David was ſent was 
anſwered, he was glad to return to his humble ſtation, 
and leave a corrupt court for that bleſt retreat, where, 
free from temptation, he could meditate on divine 
ſubjects, and prepare his mind for the reformation of 
the kingdom he was one day to govern. Soon after 
His return, a war broke out, which will be the ſubject 
ef the enſuing Section. 
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DAVID sENT BY HIS FaTHER TO His BRETHREN 
iN THE Camp—GOLIATH THE CHAMPION. OF 
THE PHILISTINES peFigETH TRE ARMIES: OF 
ISRAEL—DAVID sLAxETH H1M—)ON A- 
THAN's FRIENDSHIT— DAVID MARRIED. TO 
SAUL's DauGarTER, &c. 


OW the Philiſtines gathered together 
their armies to battle, and were ga- 
thered together at Shochoh, which belong- 
eth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh 
and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 

And Saul and the men of Iſrael, were ga- 
thered together, and pitched by the valley 
of Elah, and ſet the battle in array hs. 2-48 
the Philiſtines. 

And the Philiſtines ſtood on a mounitalh 
on the one ſide, and Iſrael ſtood on a moun- 


tain on the other ſide: and there was a val- . 


fey between them. 
And there went out a champion out of the 
camp of the Philiſtines, named Goliath of 
Gath, 
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Gath, whoſe height was ſix cubits and a 


ſpan. 
And he had an helmet of braſs upon hs 


head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; 


and the weight of the coat was * thouſand 
ſhekels of braſs. 


And he had greaves of braſs upon 


his legs, and a target of braſs between his 
ſhoulders, 

And the ftaff of his 8 was like a 
weaver's beam; and his ſpear's head weigh- 
ed ſix hundred ſhekels of iron: and one 
bearing a ſhield went before him. 

And he ſtood and cried unto the armies of 
Iſrael, and ſaid unto them, Why are ye 
come out to ſet your battle in array? am 
not I a Philiſtine, and you fervants to Saul ? 
_ Chooſe you a man for you, and let him come 
down to me. 

If he be able to fight with me, and to Kill 
me, then will we be your ſervants: but if! 
prevail againſt him, and kill him, then ſhall 
ye. be our ſervants, and ſerve us. 

And the Philiſtine ſaid, I defy the armies 
of Iſrael this day: give me a man that we 
may fight together, LP 
When 
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When Saul and all Iſrael heard thoſe 
words of the Philiſtine, * were een 
and greatly afraid. 

Now David was the ſon of that Ephrathite 
of Beth-lehem-Judah, - whoſe © name was 
Jeſſe, and he had eight ſons? and the man 
went among men for an old man in the days 
of Saul. | 

And 'the three eldeſt ſons of eſſe went 
and followed Saul to the battle: and the 
names of his three ſons that went to the 
battle, were Eliab the firſt- born; and next 
unto him, Abinadab : and the third Sham- 
mah. | 

And David was the 5 and 1 
three eldeſt followed Saul. | 

But David went and returned from Sau}, 
to feed his father's ſheep at Beth-lehem. 

And the Philiſtine drew near morning and 
evening, and preſented himſelf forty days. 

And Jeſſe ſaid unto David his ſon, Take 
now for thy brethren an ephah of this parch- 
ed corn, and thefe ten loaves, and r run to the 
camp to thy brethren; _ 

And earry theſe ten cheeſes unto the cap- 
tain of their thouſand, and look how thy 
brethren fare, and take their pledge. 

Now 
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Now Saul, and they, and all the men of 
Ifrael were in the valley of Elah, n 
with the Philiſtines. 

And David roſe up early in the morning, 
and left the ſheep with a keeper, and look, 
and went as Jeſſe had commanded him; and 
he came to the trench as the hoſt was going 
forth to the fight, and ſhouted for the battle. 
For Iſrael and the Philiſtines had put the 
battle in array, army againſt army. 

And David left his carriage in the hand 
of the keeper of the carriage, and ran into 
the army, and came and ſaluted his brethren. 

And as he talked with them, behold, there 
came up the champion, the Philiſtine of 
Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of 
the Philiſtines, and ſpake according to the 
ſame words: and David heard them. 

And all the men of Iſrael, when they ſaw 
the man, fled from him, and were ſore afraid. 

And the men of Iſrael ſaid, Have ye ſeen. 
this man that is come up? ſurely to defy 
| Hrael is he come up. And it ſhall be that 
the man who killeth him, the king will en- 
rich him with great riches, and will give 
him his daughter, and make his father's 
houſe free in Iſrael. 

And 
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And David ſpake to the men that ſtood 
by him, ſaying, What ſhall be done to the 
man that killeth this Philiſtine, and taketh 
away the reproach from Iſrael? for who is 
this uncircumciſed Philiſtine, that he ſhould 
defy the armies of the living Go ? 

And the people anſwered him after this 
manner, ſaying, So ſhall it be done to the 


man that killeth him. 


And Eliab his eldeſt brother heard when 
he ſpake unto the men; and Eliab's anger 
was kindled againſt. David, and he ſaid, 
Why cameſt thou down hither ? and with 
whom haſt thou left thoſe few ſheep in the 
wilderneſs? I know thy pride and the 
naughtineſs of thine heart, for thou art 
come down that thou mighteſt ſee the 
battle. 

And David ſaid, What have I now done? 
is there not a cauſe ? 

And he turned from him towards another, 
and ſpake afrer the ſame manner. And the 
people anſwered him again after the former 
manner, 

And when the words were heard which 
David ſpake, they rehearſed them before 
Saul, And he ſent for him, 

And 
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And David ſaid unto Saul, Let no man's 
heart fail becauſe of him; thy ſervant will 
go and fight with this Philiſtine. 

And Saul ſaid to David, Thou art not 
able to go againſt this Philiſtine, to fight 
with him; for thou art but a youth, and he 
a man of war from his youth. 

And David ſaid unto Saul, Thy ſervant 
kept his father's ſheep, and there came a 
lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock : | 

And I went out after him, and S him, 
and delivered it out of his mouth: and when 
he aroſe againſt me, I caught him by his 
beard, and ſmote him, and ſlew him. 

Thy ſervant ſlew both the lion and the 
bear: and this uncircumciſed Philiſtine ſhall 
be as one of them, ſeeing he hath defied the 
armies of the living Gop. 

David ſaid moreover, The Lord that des 
livered me out of the paw of the lion, and 
out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver 
me out of the hand of this Philiſtine. And 
Saul ſaid unto David, Go, and the Lok be 
with thee. 

And Saul armed David with * armour, 


and he put an helmet of braſs upon his 
| head, 


. . . , 
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head, and he alſo armed him with a coat of 


mail. 


And David girded his ſword upon his ar- 
mour, and he aſſayed to go; for he had not 
proved it. And David ſaid unto Saul, I 
cannot go with theſe : for I have not proved 
them. And David put them off him. 


And he took his ſtaff in his hand, and 


choſe him five ſmooth ſtones out of the 
brook, and put them in a ſhepherd's bag 
which he had, even in a ſcrip ; and his ſling 
was in his hand: and he drew near to the 
Philiſtine, 

And the Philiſtine came on and drew near 
unto David; and the man that bare the 
ſhield went before him. 

And when the Philiſtine looked about and 


ſaw David, he diſdained him: for he was 
but a youth, and "ny; and of a fair coun- 
tenance. 

And the Philiſtine ſaid unto David, Am I 
a dog, that thou comeſt to me with ſtaves? 
and the Philiſtine curſed David by his gods. 

And the Philiſtine ſaid to David, Come to 
me, and I will give thy fleſh unto the fowls 
of the air, and to the beaſts-of the field. 


Then 
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Then ſaid David to the Philiſtine, Thou 
comeſt to me with a ſword, and with a ſpear 
and with a ſhield: but I come to thee in 


the name of the Lord of hoſts, the Goo 


of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt 
defied, 
This day will the Loxd deliver thee into 
mine hand, and I will ſmite thee; and take 
thine head from thee: , and I will give the 
carcaſes of the hoſt of the Philiſtines this day 
unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild 
beaſts of the earth; that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Iſrael. 
And all this aſſembly ſhall know that the 
Loxp faveth not with ſword and ſpear : for 
the battle is the LoxD's, and he will give 
you into our hands. 


And it came to paſs when the Philiſtine | 


aroſe, and came and drew nigh to meet Da- 
vid, that David haſted, and ran toward the 
army to meet the Philiſtine. 
And David put his hand in his bag, and 
took thence a ſtone, and Nang it, and ſmote 
the Philiſtine in his forehead, that the ſtone 
ſunk into his forehead: and he fell upon his 
face to the earth. 
80 
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So David prevailed over the Philiſtine 


with a ſling and with a ſtone, and ſmote the | 


Philiſtine and flew him; but there was no 
ſword in the hand of David. | 
Therefore David ran and ftood upon the 


Philiſtine, and took his ſword, and drew it 


out of the ſheath thereof, and ſlew him, and 
cut off his head therewith. And when the 
Philiſtines ſaw their champion was dead, 
they fled. 

And the men of Iſrael and of Judah aide, 
and ſhouted, and purſued the Philiſtines, un- 
til thou come to the valley, and to the gate 
of Ekron. And the wounded of the Phi- 
liſtines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, 
even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 

And the children of Iſrael returned from 
chafing the Philiftines, and they TM their 
rents. 


And David took the head of the PhiliC- 


tine, and brought it to Jeruſalem ; but he 


put his armour in his tent. 

And when Saul ſaw David go forth againſt 
the Philiſtine, he ſaid unto Abner the cap- 
tain of the hoſt, Abner, whoſe ſon is this 
youth? and Abner faid; As thy ſoul hveth, 
O king, 1 cannot tell. 

"Ad 
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And the king ſaid, Enquire thou whoſe 
ſon this ſtripling is. | 

And as David returned from the 9 
of the Philiſtines, Abner took him and 
brought him before Saul, with the bead of 
the Phitiſtine i 1n his hand. | 

And Saul ſaid to him, Whoſe fon art 
thou, thou young man? and David anſwer- 
ed, I am the ſon of thy ſervant Jeſſe the 
Beth-lehemite. 
And it came to paſs when he had ls 
an end of ſpeaking unto Saul, that the ſoul of 
Jonathan was knit with the ſoul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own ſoul. 

And Saul took him that day, and would 
let him go no more home to his father's houſe, 
Then Jonathan and David made a cove- 
nant, becauſe he loved him as his own ſoul, 

And Jonathan ſtripped himſelf of the rove 
that was upon him, and gave it to David, 
and his garments even to his ſword, and to 
his bow, and to his girdle. 
And David went out whitherſoever Saul 
ſent him, and behaved himſelf wiſely : and 
Saul ſet him over the men of war, and he 
was accepted in the fight of all the people, 
and alſo in the ſight of Saul's ſervants. 
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ANNOTATIONS AN DU REFLECTIONS. 


It is very probable, that the Philiſtines might have 
heard of the threatnings which Samuel had denounced 
againſt Saul, and that he was afflicted with an uncom- 
mon diſtemper, which rendered him unfit to manage a 
war; theſe circumſtances encouraged them to ſuppoſe, 
that the Iſraelites would be intimidated by their mighty 
champion Goliath, whoſe appearance was indeed, ſuf- 
ficient to ſtrike terror into thoſe, who could not with 
confidence depend on the aſſiſtance of the Lord ; for 
he was near * thirteen feet .high, his coat of mail 
weighed above 189 pounds, and the weight of his 
ſpear's head was upwards of 22 pounds, ſo that the 
whole of his armour muſt have been exceedingly heavy. 
No one amongſt the armies of Iſrael had courage to 
accept his challenge, not even Saul or Jonathan his 
ſon. Saul had loſt his courage by the Lox p's rejecting 
him; and Jonathan not feeling himſelf animated 
as on a former occaſion, would not venture ſuch a 
mighty ſtake as the freedom of Iſrael, truſting merely 
to his own perfonal ability: we may likewiſe imagine, 
that Divine PROVIèD EN CE had ordered all events to 
conſpire together, that the victory ſhould be gained by 
the hand of David. 

I am ſure, my dear, you muſt be charmed with the 
conduct of this amiable young man: with what zeal 
for the honour of God did he wiſh to remove the dif- 
grace that Iſrael lay under! With what exemplary 
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modeſty did he fer his ſervices to Saul! With what 
faith and confidence in God did he face his antagoniſt! 


Imagine yourſelf a ſpectator of the ſcene: behold, a 


mighty GianT, compleatly armed, marching with 
haughty ſtrides, and breathing defiance to a whole 
army, who fly from before him : then ſuppoſe that you 
ſee a blooming YouTH, in a humble ſhepherd's garb, 
with no other weapons but a ſling and a few pebbles ; 
who would imagine it was poſlible for him with theſe, 


to ſubdue ſuch a formidable foe ? But recolle&, that 


David went ia the name of the Lok p, full of faith and 
confidence that Gop would enable him to overcome 
his enemy, and you will no longer wonder at the ſuc- 
ceſs of his enterprize. 

It may ſeem ſtrange to you that Saul ſhould not 
know David, as he had formerly attended him in the 
character of a muſician : the text does not ſay that Saul 
did not recollect his perſon, only that he was ignorant 
of his family and deſcent, which he might now with to 
be particularly informed of, | as he had engaged to 
marry his daughter to the man who ſhould deliver Iſ- 
rael from the threats of the Philiftines. David was at 
that time about 22 years old, yet he might properly be 
called a youth and a /rippling, when compared with a 
giant. 


Jonathan you know, my dear, was a very worthy 
young man, and his behaviour to David ſhews that he 


had a liberal mind; for inſtead of being envious of 
David's fame, he regarded him with admiration and 
gratitude, being firmly convinced, that he was parti- 
cularly favoured by the Lox D; he concluded that he 
was deſerving of his eſteem, and reſolved, from that 
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day to cultivate his friendſhip ; therefore, he took the 


earlieſt opportunity of expreſſing his ſentiments ; and 


that David might appear like a king's ſon, gave him his 


own attire and weapons: David was rejoiced to meet 
with ſuch a treaſure as a ſincere friend, where he could 
the leaſt expect it; and they made à ſolemn promiſe to 
obſerve a conſtant intercourſe of good offices. It is not 
at all unlikely, that Jonathan ſuppoſed David would 
ſucceed to the crown, as the Logo ſo eigenen aſſiſted 
him. a 

David ſoon had occaſion to put Jonathan's friend ſhip 
to the proof, for ſome women who came to welcome 
the conquerors with ſongs of triumph, inconſiderately 
aſcribed greater honour to David than to Saul; ſaying, 
Saul has ſlain his thouſands, and David his ten thou- 
« ſands!” This excited the envy of the king, and he 
gave way to thoſe inordinate paſſions which had before 
occaſioned the Lord to leave him in the power of the 
evil ſpirit, who again tormented him to ſuch a degree, 
that he was even frantic with rage. David took a 
harp to calm his paſſions, as at other times; but in- 
ſtead of ſuffering him to exert his ſkill, Saul flung a. 
javeliae at him, with intention to take away his life; 
David however fled from his preſence, and avoided the 
cruel ſtroke. Saul could no longer bear that one WhO 
eclipſed his glory ſhogld remain ſo near him, therefore: 
promoted him to a poſt of rank in the army, in order: 


to place him at a diſtance, and prevent his making in- 


tereſt with the courtiers to obtain the crown. David's 
amiable behaviour endeared him to all who knew him; 


Saul therefore was afraid to profeſs an open animoſity 


ichim, and reſolved to engage him in ſome dangerous 
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enterprize that might coſt him} his life. He nad 
never performed his engagement to make him his ſon- 
in-law, nor had David afpired to the honour ; but 
Saul at this time promifed him, that if he would fight 
the Loz 0's battles vaſiantly, he would give him Merab | 
his daughter to wife. David modeſtly deelined 
the offer; and it ſeems probable, that ſhe was too 
haughty to give her hand to one, whom ſhe conſidered 
as ſo much beneath her, for ſhe was ſhortly after mar- 
ried to another. But Saul's youngeſt daughter Michat 
toved David; therefore Saul propofed that ſhe ſhould 
reward his valour: Michal willingly received David 
for her huſband, and inſtead of a fnare, this marriage 
proved a bleſſing to him; and the repeated ſucceſs 
which he obtained over the Philiſtines, raiſed him 
fo high in the favour of the people that he became 
the object of univerſal applauſe ; which exaſperated 
Saul to ſuch a degree, that he defired Jonathan 
his ſon, and all his ſervants to deſtroy David. Jona- 
than had too much love for his feiend to put fuch à 
cruel command in execution, he haſted to warn him 
of his danger, and entreated that he would keep him- Wil 
ſelf concealed till he had exerted his influence over his Wi 
father in his behalf: Jonathan then returned to Saul, 
and pleaded the merits of David, which entitled him : 
to different treatment from a man whoſe kingdom he 3 
kad defended, and whoſe life he had faved. This 
kind interpoſition had the deſired effect, and v Saul 
„ fevare by the Lox p, that David ſpouli not be ſlain” 
he therefore returned into his preſence as in times 
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